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V  11  K  FACE. 


Tub  delay  which  has  arisen  in  the  publication  of 
this  Narrative,  luis  proceeded  fiuiu  circuuistAuoea  over 
which  I  hod  no  control. 

Ou  my  return,  &oiu  Arctic  Service,  at  tlie  close 
of  1854,  my  health  was  so  much  shattered,  that  I 
was  unable  to  undertake  any  literary  labour.  Early 
in  the  foUowing  year,  as  soon  as  it  was  recruited^ 
the  exigencies  of  the  war  in  which  this  country  was 
then  engaged,  called  me  again  into  active  service. 
After  taking  part  in  the  Baltic  campaign,  the  ship 
to  which  1  belonged  was  ordered  to  the  West  Indies, 
from  wlience  I  have  but  lately  returned,  and  until 
very  recently  have  been  unable  to  devote  any  time 
to  authorship.  1  still  hope,  however,  that  a  faithful 
Persuiiul  Narrative  of  the  circumstances  attending 
this  memorable  voyage,  may  not  prove  uninteresting. 
It  possesses  the  advantage  of  having  been  compiled 
from  a  Journal  in  which  1  doily  noted  events  precisely 
as  they  occurred,  and  now  publish  at  the  request 
of  my  former  shipmates. 

My  principal  object  in  writing  this  Work,  has  been 
to  do  justice  to  every  one  engaged  in  a  voyage  which. 
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for  its  (hiratioti  niul  privntioiis,  is,  1  believe,  un' 
paralleled  in  Maritime  annals;  and  to  place  before 
the  world  an  accurate  account  of  deeds,  which,  for 
heroism,  devotion,  and  endurance,  liave  never  Iicen 
surpassed ;  feeling  assured  that  all  employed  in  this 
Kxpeditiou  arc  entitled  to  the  admiration  and  the 
gratitude  of  their  country.  Agreeable  as  tliis  duty 
has  been  to  nie,  it  has  not  been  without  iu  idtoy. 
1  have  felt  that  1  could  not,  consistently  with  the 
impartial  discharge  of  my  duty  as  the  Historian 
of  the  North-West  Passage,  record  some  of  the 
events,  without  giving  them  what  I  know  to  be 
both  a  just,  and  an  honest  oriticisru.  That  we 
committed  errors  in  our  voynge,  it  ia  vain  to  deny ; 
and,  lujpleosant  as  it  has  been  to  me  to  point  them 
out,  I  should  consider  myself  unworthy  the  title  1 
have  assumed,  had  1  shrunk  from  doing  so.  I  trust, 
however,  my  remarks  will  be  received  in  the  spirit 
which  induced  luc  to  iitake  them,  and  that  othere 
may  avoid  the  errors  we  couimitted,  should  they 
ever  be  engaged  on  a  similar  service. 

It  has  been  stated  that  our  Discovery  of  the  Pas- 
sage was  secondar}'  to  that  of  Sir  John  Franklin's 
Expedition.  This,  ia  the  prracnt  slutv  uf  our  know- 
ledge rogardiogtbe  fate  of  that  Expedition,  t  eaiinut 
admit.  I  should  feci  happy,  not  only  to  concede  the 
point,  but  to  imnouncc  it,  in  my  reverence  fw 
the  memory  of  sitch  a  l>ravG  and  intrepid  band, 
could    1     be    oouvinoed     any     proof    extsti^d     of 
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their  hnving  reached  the  Coast  of  America  in  Uic 
summer  of  1850.  That  they  did  reach  this  CoasI,  I 
fre*:ljr  admit,  and,  assuming  that  Uie^  did  wi  by  Heel 
Sound — thereby  eetabUshing  the  existence  of  a  Passage 
in  that  direction — there  is  no  evidence  which  can  poa* 
stbly  be  relied  on,  that  it  was  prior  to  the  period  of 
our  "Discovery,  (October,  ISoO).  In  the  absence  of 
this  proof,  therefore,  I  must  rcsunc  for  H.M.S. 
*  Investigator '  the  priority  of  the  discovery.  But  should 
tlie  fact  be  ascertained  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  be 
the  tirst  to  acknowledge  it,  with  undying  admiration 
for  those  who  sacrificed  their  lives  in  its  attainment. 

1  have  to  rtrgn-t  that  the  dcpurtmcnt  of  Natuml 
History,  in  eonuuction  wiUi  our  voyage,  is  not  so  full 
or  satisfactMy  as  I  could  have  wished,  from  the  fiict 
of  my  entire  collection  having  been  left  in  the  ship, 
much  to  my  regret,  on  her  abandontncnt.  I  hovcj 
however,  endeavoured  to  supply  the  deficiency,  as  for 
as  lay  in  luy  i>owcr,  from  my  notes. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  I).  Hooker,  F.R.S.,  of 
Kcw.  for  the  information,  that  he  bad  describcil  and 
published  un  account  of  the  plants  collected  by  my 
lute  friend,  llobert  AiidcrsoD,  Esq.,  Sui^on  of 
H.M.S.  '  £uter|)rii!e,'  (by  whose  death  the  Navy  lost 
one  of  its  ablest  and  most  accompUshcd  Medical 
Otticcrs).  As  these  specimens  were  obtained  on  the 
same  lands  as  my  own,  and  as  tUcy  are  identical 
with  them,  I  have  phiced  u  list  of  them  in  the 
Appendix. 


vm 


PBKFACX. 


To  Wm.  M.  Rice,  Ksq.,  of  Woolwich  Dockysird,  I 
am  grcatJy  indebted  for  having  obligingly  furnished 
mo  with  beautifully-executed  drawinga  illiistrativc  of 
the  plan  by  vrhich  the  *  luvcstigator '  vraa  strength- 
ened for  the  ice,  and  warmed  by  means  of  Sylvester's 
Heating  Apparatus,  togctlicr  with  two  valuable  Fiipers 
on  the  subject : — tliat  on  the  Warniing  Apparatus 
Wiis  compiIe<l  by  S.  Kgon  llosscr,  Haq.,  C.H.  I 
regret,  however,  that  the  drawings  canic  too  late  to 
be  at  present  available.  The  Papers  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix. 

1  bug  to  express  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
Sir  Jautcs  Cliirk,  Bart.,  Physician  to  Hur  Majesty  the 
Queen,  for  the  personal  kindness  and  valuable  mlvicc 
and  assistance  I,  have  received  from  him  in  connec- 
tion with  tills  Work,  "  * 

From  Dr.  M'Coniiick,  R.N.  I  received  a  very  in- 
teresting account  of  the  (iwilogy  of  Ktrguelen's  Land, 
and  for  which  I  beg  to  return  my  sincere  thanks. 

To  jVlex.  Carte,  Ksq.,  of  the  Uoy;d  Dublin  Society, 
Cnptain  Washington,  llydrographcr  of  the  Admiralty, 
John  Barrow,  Ksq.,  KR.S.,  Richard  King,  Esq.,  M.D., 
and  other  kind  friends,  my  best  th^uiks  are  due,  for 
their  handsome  offers  of  assistance  when  prcparbg 
this  Narrative  for  the  Press. 


iMMfaw,  Mardi.  ItU;. 
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awa;— A   Oalo— Driflinj^Unplettut   Poaitioa   nud  Protpeots. 

361— 974 
CUAPTBR  .\V. 

I>(|»rtarc  ftom  Prince  of  Wain'  Stmit^^hanoes  of  paasio^  throng  it 
—CwAc  to  the  Southward —iiound  NcLsoa't  Head — Cknmoto 
the  NortliiraftI  -CfaaroietM  at  Cout  -laluitU  di>GOT«f«cl  and  In- 
oMcnta— Alt«r  Covtc  t«  E  N.E-  -Ptotp«ct»— Laad  and  Ice- 
Progress  «rrwttd~I>Mp:r«u»  Poiitioa  -Ai|>cct  of  Land—Disoo- 
renr  of  Wood  IlilU— Itcccnt  luul  PuMilixcd  Wood  -Ila  CWacter 
— Pelrifcwlwiia— Pnateuco  of  Iron  nud  S(ilj>liur--WoodT  Stratifl- 
fiation— Barii  aud  Wood  disoorcreJ  iu  otltur  localities — Ueoloffical 
Cau«a— OfiKiual  CWactt?  of  the  Loud  — liifcrcDCcs  deduced  Troni 
tbo  DlscoTcrj  CfitieaJ  Poaitioii  of  the  ^hip— A  Bear  Shot — 
llabits  of   Ihcao  Animals -Eaquimam   Uode   of  killitir  tbinn. 

378— in 

aiAPTEB  XVI. 

WmUw  Bikd  PrnpecU— Lake*— £1ih— A  Miuk-Ox  Uont  and  hm^ 
ilanb— St«I«  o(  ibe  Ico— Tnooa  of  Eeqaimiia— lie  nil  of 
AHgnst^-Porilou  Poaition  awl  Mincnloiu  Escapo— [ncidenta — 
J^ttion  on  Ibe  SOtIt  -  Blaiting  tce-Preparalioiu  for  Winter — 
Coneetli^  Ballaat— A  JerCalcon  abot  Blaek  Pox  wea  -Dears- 
State  of  tlie  lee — SnJden  Oixraplion  -Drifted  off  from  the  Shore 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Ft  is  not  my  intention,  nor,  indeed,  do  I  consider 

it  necessary,  tu  uff'cr  any  remarks  on  tlic  Pmgn^a  of 
Arctic  Kxpbmtioii  and  Discovery,  in  wliich  this  Conn- 
irj  has  at  various  times  been  engaged,  during  a 
period  of  three  hundred  years,  in  endeavauhng  to 
discover  a  Passage  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Ooenns,  which,  until  1850,  liad  been  sought  in  vain. 
History  has  already  done  justice  to  the  great  and 
pereevering  efforts  of  the  earlier  Arctic  Navigators; 
and  the  deeds  of  daring,  skill,  and  cntcrprizc  which 
charnctcrixcd  the  more  recent  Expeditions,  arc  yet 
too  fresh  in  the  nienioiy  of  the  Nation  to  call  for  any 
observation  here.  They  must  ever  remain  an  im- 
perishable record  of  the  prowess  and  energy  of  British 
seamen  and  marines.  It  must  not,  however,  be  for> 
gotten  that  the  earlier  Navigators — our  Pioncere  In 
those  icy  acta — are  entitled  to  share  in  the  honour 
of.  the  Discovery  of  n  Nortli-Wtat  Passjigc,  having 
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indicat^it!  Uic  wny,  that  led  w*  to  solve  the  difficult 
prohli;m. 

The  efforts  so  nobly  and  pcrscvcringly  miule  hy 
tliis  country,  in  search  of  Sir  John  Vrnnklin  and  bis 
companions,  must  form  one  of  tbo  brightest  pages 
in  our  history.  Proud  may  a  country  feel,  on  turn- 
ing to  a  record  of  tbo  deeds  of  heroism  and  en- 
dnmncc  in  connection  with  this  nnpnralleled  search, 
aifonling  as  it  does  unquestionable  evidence  that  the 
advance  of  civilization  and  refinement  hns  pro<Iuced 
no  enervating  influence  or  deterioration  on  the  cha- 
nictar  of  her  »ons.  Nor,  in  connection  with  this 
search,  must  I  omit  to  mention  the  noble  and  spiriU;d 
efforts  made  by  our  Transatlantic  brethren,  efforts 
which  have  excited  in  this  country  so  high  an  ap* 
preciation  and  such  gratefid  feelings. 

I  must  also  mention  the  nnme  of  a  Lady,*  who 
hail  elicited  the  admiration  and  sympathy  of  the 
world  for  the  devotion  an<l  constancy  she  luw  dis- 
played and  the  efforts  she  hns  made  iu  endeiivouring 
to  aDCcrtiun  the  fate  of  her  heroic  husband  and  his 
brave  followei-s. 

It  is  needless  to  revert  to  errors  that  may  have 
been  committed  in  directing  the  search,  which  led 
to  a  failure  in  the  object  of  these  T->x|)editions. 
For  these,  we  were  not  resjwnsibli;  —  ofBccrs 
and  men  obeyed  urden,  and  did  their  duty, 
'ilial  uur  efforts  met  with  tutire  approval,  we  Imvo 
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the  jiroud  gratificntion  of  knowing  —  our  Most 
Gracious  Sovereign  having  miirkcd  Her  sense  of 
our  services,  by  bestowing  a  Decoration  ou  all  en- 
gaged in  Arctic  Service  from  1819  to  1855. 

Deep  interest  and  anxiety  were  felt,  not  only  in 
this  country,  but  throughout  the  civilized  world,  for 
the  fate  of  Sir  John  Fmnklin  and  his  companions, 
at  the  close  of  1849,  on  the  retiuii  of  the  Ki- 
pedition  under  Sir  James  C.  Rosa,  in  1B49, 
without  discovering  any  traces  of  them.  The 
Government  then  determined  on  prosecuting  the 
search  m  an  opposite  direction,  in  the  hope  <^ 
meeting  with  the  missing  vessels  towards  the  ter- 
mination of  their  voyage.  An  Expedition,  therefore, 
consisting  of  H.M.  Ships  'Euterprize'  and  'In- 
vestigator,' was  immediately  fitted  out,  and  ordered 
to  proceed  to  Dctiring's  Strait,  and  enter  the  Polar 
Sea  from  the  westward.  The  command  was  en- 
trusted to  Captain  Richard  ColUuson,  C.B.  Tliat 
ofhcer  hoisted  his  pendant  in  the  '  Entcrprize,'  and 
the  command  of  the  'Investigator'  was  given  to 
Commander  Robert  J.  Le  Mcsurier  M*Clunj.  To 
this  sliip  I  was  appointed. 

These  vessels  had  but  recently  returned  Crom  the 
Polar  Sea,  where  they  had  suffered  much  in  their 
oonilicts  with  the  ice.  They  were  now  thorouglily 
repaired,  and  fitted  for  further  service  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch,  and  ou  the  1 8th  (^  December  were 
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commissioned  at  Woolwicli.  As  they  hiul  n  scvm 
months'  voyage  in  perspective,  it  was  necessnry  that 
they  should  leave  Eiiglaiul  early  in  January,  so  us 
to  ensure  reacliing  the  ice  in  gootl  time.  So 
rapidly  did  their  equipment  proceed,  that,  to  the 
credit  of  all  engaged  in  it,  he  it  recorded,  on  the 
lOtli  of  January,  1850,  three  weeks  only  from  the 
date  of  their  commission,  both  ships  were  ready  for 
sea. 

The  perilous  nature  of  the  service,  to  say  nothing 
of  its  ])opular  and  philanthropic  character,  was  (juita 
sufficient  to  call  forth  a  host  of  volunteers. 

Tlie  selection  of  meu  for  Polar  Service  is  a 
dirty  of  the  greatest  import,  for  on  their  phy- 
sical capabilities  and  mond  endowmunls  must 
depend  not  only  the  efficiency  of  the  Hx]>cdition, 
but  its  safety  ili  the  hour  of  emci^ncy.  This 
duty,  therefore,  demanded  my  grcatcat  care  and 
attention.  Men,  for  Arctic  Service,  should  be  of  a 
cheerful  disposition,  free  from  disease,  "without 
blemish  and  without  spot,"  inured  to  the  life  of 
a  ioHot,  or,  in  otltcr  words,  regidnr  "  ntan-o'-war's 
men/'  in  age  varying  from  twenty  to  thirty  or  thirty- 
two  years,  of  middle  stature,  well-proportioned  bodies, 
strong,  and  active,  \Tith  a  well-developed,  capacious 
chest,  sound  heart  and  lungs — organs  which,  under 
any  ciruumstnuces,  an-,  the  most  severely  taxed — 
of  stout,  musctUar  limbs,  witii  a  light,  aetive  gait,  aud 
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free  from  any  constitutional  or  hercditni^  pwKHspo- 
sitioa  to  (lisvaiM:.  A  list  of  the  Officers  and  ckw  of 
the  '  Investigotor '  is  subjoined. 

Altliough  tlic  iibove  requisites  were  not  oU  com- 
bineil  in  earh  man.  the  result  has.  I  think,  proved — 
from  the  privHtioiiB  mut  lumlships  they  so  long  sus- 
tained, and  the  nnpreredented  circumstance  of  their 
number  remaining  undiminished  by  death  for  a 
period  of  nearly  three  years  and  a  half— that  they 
were  a  most  cfRcicnt  and  able  body  of  men,  vrell 
adapted  for  tlic  service,  on  which  their  powers  were 
8o  severely  tested. 

The  preserved  meats  coiild  not  be  got  ready  in 
time  to  receive  them  at  Woolwich,  and  wo  were 
ordered  round  to  Plymouth  to  await  their  arrival 
from  Ireland.  Tltey  were  supplied  by  the  Messrs. 
Onnd>le,  of  Cork,  and  reflect  credit  on  that  tirni,  both 
from  their  excellent  quality,  and  from  the  dispatch 
usetl  in  their  preparation,  owing  to  the  short  notice 
they  liad  on  taking  the  contract.  We  met  with 
considerable  losses  in  this  valuable  article,  but  from 
aiuses  for  which  the  contrnetoni  were  not  responsible. 
The  aalt-bccf  and  pork  were  of  the  same  excellent 
quality ;  nevertheless,  this  department  of  victualling 
admitt  of  much  improvement. 

Tlie  clotliing,  with  which  we  were  Uberally  sup- 
plied by  Government,  waa  well  suited  for  Arctic  Ser- 
vice, and  cuntributc<l  largely  to  our  eomfoit ;  but  our 
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experience  suggested  several  improvementa  which 
might  be  advantageously  made  in  future  equip- 
ments. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1850,  we  took  our 
departure  from  Woolwich,  and  after  encountering 
veiy  boisterous  weather  in  the  Channel,  reached 
Plymouth  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  where  we 
found  the  preserved  meats  awaiting  our  anival.  The 
utmost  dispatch  was  used  in  getting  them  on  board, 
and  everything  was  completed  for  sailing  on  the 
evening  of  the  19th  of  January,  when  the  ships  were 
reported  ready  for  sea. 


A  latt  of  the  Officerg  and  Mm  of  H.M.S.  '  Imestigator,'  who 
Discovered  and  Made  the  North-West  Passage. 


vita*. 


Bobt.  J.  L.  M.  McCliin 
Wm.  H.  Huwell    . 
Samuel  Q.  CressTell 
Alei,  Annstroiig,  M.D. 
Robert  J.  WyniiiBtt 

Hubert  H.  Samsbur; 


Henij  Fieri  . 
Stepheu  Court 
Joseph  C.  Paine 
Geo^  J.  Ford 
Geor^  Eennedj 
Wilbam  Newton 
Henry  Maj    , 
Michael  fliun 

Geoi^  Brown 

Edward  Fawcett 
Henry  Bluff   . 
Joseph  Face;. 
Ihwc  Stubberfield 

John  Kerr 

James  Williams 
John  Calder  . 
Peter  Thompson 
fiobert  llffenj 
James  £rans . 
Henry  Stone  . 
Heniy  Qauen.    . 
Corn^us  Hulott 
Wm.  Whitfield 
John  Wilcox  . 
George  L.  Milner 
Henry  Sugden 
Bichard  axm 


Rank  Dr  Buiug. 


Commander. 

Lieutenant. 

Ditto. 

Surgeon. 

Mate. 

Ditto. 

Assistant-SnTgeon . 
Second  Master. 
Clerk  in  Charge. 
Snd-Class  Carpenter. 
Actii^  Boatsiran. 
Ice-Mate. 
Qoartemiaster. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Boatswain's  Mate. 
Ditto. 
Saihnaker, 
Ship's  Cook. 

Gunner's  Mate. 

Cftptaia  of  the  Hold. 

t)itto  Forecastle. 

Ditto  Fore-top. 

Ditto  Main-top. 

Caullcer. 

Blacksmith  and  Armonrer. 
Carpenter's  Mate. 
Captain's  Coxswain. 
Ctupenter's  Grew, 
Parmaster's  Steward. 
Officers'  Steward. 
Ditto    Cook. 
Able  Seaman. 


Ihfitm^T 


Died  on  board  H.M.S. 
I  'BesoIute/offCueCock- 
I  bam.  Not.  14th.  185S, 
>  from  Consumption. 


f  Rated       Quartermaster, 
lDeo.84th.l8S0. 


/  Died  Anril  13th,  1868,  on 
\  board  the  '  Invest^ator,' 
j  in  the  Bay  of  Meray,  from 
\  the  effects  of  Scnny. 


r 

JJat  of  the  OJfieen  and  Crew  ttfH.M.S. '  Imestigator'—(CoiUimiedi. 

Ham*. 

Bank  or  lUttttf . 

Rouria. 

Able  Seaman. 

Wn.  Batten 

Ditto. 

QsOTgsGibbs     .... 

Ditto. 

/  Died  on  board  the  *  North 
Star,'  at  Beechj  Islud, 

lltomu  Morgu.    .    .    . 

Ditto. 

Ma;   SSnd,    1S64,    from 
the  effects  of  Scurvy  and 

John  Dtrin 

Ditto. 

VSoiofula. 

Suiitel  Mukaniie  .    .    . 

Ditto. 

ChariMSteel 

Ditto. 

Darid  Htnii 

Ditto. 

/Died  on  board  the  'Is- 

John  Anm 

Ditta 

)  vestigator,'  in  the  Bav  of 

)  Meroj,  April  11th,  18&i 

from  the  effecta  of  Scorvjr. 

QuriM  Andenon   .    .    . 

Ditto. 

Tradk.TaTlor     .... 
Jima  Neuon     .... 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Williun  CutoU  .... 

Ditto. 

GeorKeOU«7 

Ditto. 

Mark  Itiadborr  .... 

Ditto. 

John  Bamaaj     .... 

Ditto. 

/Died  on  board  the  'In- 

Joha Bojle 

Ditto. 

vestigator,'  in  the  Bar  id 
Uercv,  April  6th,  1864^ 
from  the  effects  of  Scurvy, 

'ntaaattaj 

Ditto. 

Samsel  Bonnaall     .    .    . 

Ditto. 

£IUa  Griffiths 

Ditto. 

John  Keefe 

Ditto. 

VnrkQiiffltha    .... 

Ditto. 

tbat.  8.  Cumiobael     .    . 

Ditto. 

SamaBlBeUa     .... 

Ditto. 

JohnWoon 

Serjeant  Bojal  Harinea. 

Promoted  to  be  Colovt- 
Se^eant 

John  B.  f  irqnhanon   .    . 

Coipoial      Ditto. 

Promoted  to  be  Sojent 

Oeorgo  Parfitt    .... 

Privata        Ditto. 

Xliu  Boir. 

Private        Ditto. 

JaioM  Bwga 

'nHKDU  fiaaoroft    .    .    . 

Private       Ditto. 

PtiTate       Ditto. 

ThonaaKinc 

JamoB  SMuden  .... 

Private        Ditto. 

Private        Ditto. 

John  A.  If  eirtKdung    .    . 

Eaqumau  Inteiprster. 

PERSONAL  NARRATIVE 
THE    DISCOVERY 

Of 

THE  NORTH-WEST  PASSAGE. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Departure  from  Eagland — ^Weather — First  Disaster  at  Sea — Our 
Crew — Heavy  Gale — Ship  Leaky — Results — Part  Company 
with  our  CooBort — Change  of  Weather — Means  adopted  for 
Drying  Ship  —  Gaaae  of  Leak^e  —  Keanlts  of  our  hasty 
Departure  from  England — Lime-juice — Enter  the  Tropics — 
Temperature  of  Air  and  Decks — Crowded  State  and  Resulti 
— Erenings  in  the  Tropics — The  Tropic  Bird — Flying  Fish — 
Their  Flight,  &c.— Change  of  Weather— Stormy  Petrel- 
Rain  and  Incidents — Thunder — Porpoises — ^Bathing — Strange 

.  Sail — Cross  the  Eqnator — Ships — Their  suspicious  appearauce 
— ^Leave  the  Tropics — Temperate  Zone — Sunset — Weather — 
Albatross  and  other  Birds — Character  of  Winds  on  either 
side  of  Equator — Discolouration  of  Water — South-west  Gale 
— Incidents — South  America — Moth,  Flight  and  Capture — 
Change  of  Weather,  &c. — A  Whale — Progress — Temperature 
and  Soon^nga — Birds  —  Double   Pay  commences — Land — 


Cape  Vir^na — Euter  Stmits  of  Mugellan — Gunmioos — PAta- 
gonio  nnd  Terra  del  Fuego — Appearances  of  Land — Meet 
H.M.S.  '  Gorgou '  -~  Another  Su-nmi-r  —  Ititelligeuce  of 
'Enterprise'— Taken  in  Tow— Sight  a  Wreck— The  Coast- 
PatogoniaDS — Facginn  Const — Temperature — Port  Famiiic — 
Altered  Aspect  of  Land — Fortescuc  Bay — Meet  our  Ctmsort 
and  Inddenta. 


On  Suntky  morning,  tho  20tU  of  January,  I860, 
Iler  Majesty's  Ships  '  Enterprize'  and  'lavestigator,* 
stored,  provisioDud,  and  fully  equipped  for  tlirec 
years  service  in  the  Arctic  regions,  weiglied  anchor 
in  Plymoutli  Sound,  and  with  u  fair,  fi-esh  breeze 
from  the  East  South  East,  proceeded  to  sea, 
steering  a  course  West  by  South .  The  shipa 
had  previously  waited  for  a  fc\r  minutes  the 
enival  of  several  boiits.  that  were  waking  all  speed 
towards  us,  and  we  hud  tbc  gratification  of  receiving 
our  letters,  the  last  communication  wc  were  destined 
to  have  with  the  civiliy^d  world  for  many  a  long  day. 
As  the  western  extremity  of  the  breakwater  was 
rounded,  tho  ships  of  war  at  anchor  in  the  Sound 
dipped  tlieir  snow-white  ensigns  of  St.  George,  and 
hoisted  the  signal  of  "  Success  and  Farewell "  to 
cheer  ua  on  our  way.  With  the  aid  of  a  fair  wind 
nnd  a  crowd  of  canvas,  the  wliite  cliffs  of  merry 
England  gradually  fn<lcd  from  our  view,  and  as  night 
close<I  in,  and  the  shades  of  evening  fell,  the  land  of 
the  brave  and  free  was  no  longer  visible.  With  stout 
faenrts  and  in  high  spirilji  we  thus  bade  adieu  to  onr 
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country,  nnd  with  a  strange,  instinctive  feeling  that 
our  cruiie  would  prove  an  eventful  oue,  there  &[>■ 
peared  amongst  all  a  determination,  that  whatever 
human  efforts  could  achieve  to  promote  the  success 
of  llic  philanthropic  service  on  which  wo  were  em- 
^ployed,  would  not  be  wanting,  when  the  time  arrived, 
for  commencing  operations  in  the  ic^  regions  of  the 
North. 

For  the  next  few  days  the  weather  beeiuiie  thick, 
foggy,  and  otherwise  unfiivourable,  rendering  it  neces- 
aaiy  to  fire  signal  guns  at  intervals  during  the  day, 
and  iDckets  at  night,  to  keep  up  with  the  '  Enter- 
prizc,'  as  she  maintained  a  decided  superiority  over  ua 
in  sailing. 

On  the  morning  of  tho  24th.  when  about  140 
miles  from  land,  the  weather  having  become  still 
more  boisterous,  and  when  under  o  press  of  sail  in 
the  hope  of  overtaking  our  Consort — of  whom  we  had 
lost  sight  during  the  prevalence  of  a  fog — we  encoun- 
tered our  first  disaster,  a  squall  having  carried  away 
several  spars,  including  fore-topmosl,  fore  and  main- 
top-gallant and  royal  masts,  flying-jib-boom,  and 
sprung  the  topsail-yard — thus  rendering  us  for  a 
time  a  partial  wreck,  and,  as  a  natural  cousequeuoe, 
in  a  state  of  great  disorder  and  confusion.  As 
morning  advanced  and  the  fog  partially  cleared  away, 
the  '  Hnterprize '  hove  in  sight,  bore  down,  as  we 
supposed  to  our  assistance,  wore  under  our  lee 
quarter,  and  kept  company  for  the  remainder  of  the 
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day,  but  made  no  coin  mil  nication  with  us  by  signrJ 
or  othernise.  Indeed,  had  sbe  hoisted  the  iminorUd 
Nelsonian  signal,  substituting  "ship"  for  "mnn," 
tiiEt  "  England  ex[)cct8  every  ship  to  do  its  duty," 
ve  could  i)ot  have  liad  a  more  pnictical  illustration  of 
it.  Throughout  the  day  all  were  employed  iu  clearing 
away  the  wreck,  and  towards  evening  we  liad  re- 
trieved our  disaster,  and  were  gratified  to  see  the 
ship  onoe  more  under  canvas. 

This  was  the  first  opportunity  we  had  of  judging 
of  the  mat&iel  of  which  our  crow  was  composed,  and 
Uie  u3al,  activity,  and  fine  seaman-like  qualities  which 
they  displiiyc<l  on  t!ii«  occasion,  fully  justified  all  the 
anticipations  we  had  formed  of  as  fine  a  ship's 
cxraipany  aa  eier  left,  Bngt&nd. 

The  tempestuous  weather  which  set  in  on  the  2Btb. 
blowing  a  Routh-wt>st  gale,  with  rain  and  heavy 
twjualls,  caused  the  ship  to  fitmin  much,  and  she 
consequently  became  leaky,  making  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  inches  of  water  daily  in  the  hold;  thus  adding 
considembly  to  the  discomfort  and  confusion  pre* 
viously  created,  the  reoted^'ing  which  still  continued  to 
occupy  our  crew.  On  the  night  of  the  26th  wc  lost 
sight  of  our  Consort  durijig  a  squoll,  and  it  was  not 
until  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  81st  that  she 
became  again  visible.  She,  like  ourselves,  bad  been 
stniggling  with  adversity  since  we  parted  company. 
The  gale  continued  to  rage  with  nnuiitigatod  fury, 
■nd  a  bcary  sea  running  with  all  the  colossal  force 
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Kn<l  magnitude  ctiunicteristic  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
the  incesttant  pitching  aud  rolling  strainud  the 
ship  so  much,  that  tho  lunkogo  iitcrcosed,  rtradering  it 
I  necessary  to  work  daily  ot  the  pumps.  Tlie  water 
liken-LSc  Btrt-ained  through  tho  ship's  side  and  upper 
works  to  such  a  degree,  that  nur  cabins  had  at  times 
several  inches  of  water  surging  to  nnd  fro,  which, 
coupled  with  her  extremely  crowded  stjitc  both 
above  and  between  decks  with  stores  aud  pro- 
visions, the  necessity  of  having  the  hatches  frequently 
battened  down,  and  the  impure  atmosphere    thus 

lerated  below,  established  a  state  of  things  by  no 
means  desindilc,  and  led  ns  nrdently  to  hope  for  a 
change. 

On  the  morning  of  tJie  2nd  of  February  we  finally 
lost  sight  of  our  Consort.  The  weather  having,  at 
length,  assumed  a  more  propitious  aspect,  the  wiud, 
abetted  in  force,  had  become  more  westerly,  she  made 
all  plain  sail  and  stood  on  her  coiirac  to  the  south- 
west. We  also  did  the  same,  but  despite  our  best 
etTorts  oould  not  keep  up  with  her.  liowcver,  wo 
were  in  some  degree  consoled  by  seeing  H.M.S.  *  In- 
Toatigator'  once  more  under  full  sail,  with  a  fine 
favouring  gale,  steering  lier  true  course  to  the  south- 
ward, and  the  mister)'  and  discomfort  we  hud  lately 
experienced  were  soon  forgotten  under  the  exhila- 
rating inAueuce  of  this  auspicitms  change  in  the  ele- 
ments. 

The  hatches  were  removed,  a  free  current  of  air 
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admitted  between  decks,  Sylveater'a  stove  fw  heating 
the  ship  was  Hghwd,  nnd  other  means  adopted  to  dry 
the  decks  throughout,  after  their  late  partial  inunda- 
tioD,  and  all  the  evU  results  of  the  recent  gales  were 
thus  remedied  as  far  as  it  lay  in  our  power  then  to 
do  80. 

We  failed  to  discover  the  source  of  the  leaking; 
but  attributed  it  chiefly  to  the  service  on  which  the 
ship  had  been  but  recently  employed  in  the  Polar 
regions ;  the  great  pi-x^surc  ond  straining  to  whieli 
she  was  then  subject  from  the  ice  would  rcjuhly 
account  for  it.  We  had  her  sides  and  upper  works 
recaulked  as  soon  as  the  wcatlter  admitted,  with  good 
results. 

The  continuous  fine  weather  which  then  set  in, 
enabled  us  to  direct  our  attention  to  the  re-stowing  of 
the  holds,  and  putting  things  generally  in  order,  from 
the  great  state  of  confusion  they  were  in  on  leaving 
England,  owing  to  the  short  period  allotted  to  us  for 
fitting  out,  and  the  hasty  way  in  which  everything 
was  put  on  board  from  want  of  time — fear*  having  Iwen 
entertained  that  the  season  would  be  too  far  advanced 
forcoainicnciDg  operations  in  the  North,  were  we  not 
to  leave  England  before  the  middle  of  .lanunn". 

On  the  13th  February,  the  ship's  company  were 
placed  on  a  daily  allowanceofHme  juice  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations  of  the  Naval  service  ;  hut  owing  to 
the  special  cluirncter  of  the  service  on  which  we  were 
employetl,  double  quantity  was  issued,  viz. :  one  ounce 
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daily  instead  of  bulf  au  ounce ;  ibc  luttcr,  the  usual 
allovroncc  issticd  iu  the  Nuvj-.  jVs  gruut  cure  was 
token  to  procure  for  us  lime  juice  of  the  very  best 
quality  (some  complaints  having  been  made  of  tliat 
supplied  to  a  recent  cspe<lition)  we  were  furnished 
with  two  kinds,  one  of  which  was  prepared  with  u 
tenth  part  of  hntndy,  and  the  other,  the  simple  acid 
boded  and  containing  no  spirit.  It  was  intimated  to 
me  b}'  the  then  Director-General  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  UieNavy,  that  I  should  be  called  on  to  re]>ort 
cm  the  rehitivc  merits  of  the  two  kinds  of  acid,  and 
their  efficacy  as  antiscorbutic  ag<;nta  on  my  return  to 
this  country.  It,  therefore,  became  necessary  to  adopt 
nicmis,  whereby  I  might  be  enablal  to  arrive  at 
results  as  accurate  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  obtain. 
In  furtherance  of  this  object,  I  therefore  represented 
the  necessity  of  each  half  of  the  crew  partaking  of 
one  preparation,  and  it  was  determined  that  it  should 
be  mixed  in  separate  tubs,  where  each  man  should 
drink  his  iJIowuncc  in  presence  of  an  oUiccr. 

The  wealher  continued  generally  fine,  wind  vari- 
able, chiefly  east  and  south-east,  with  a  gradually 
incnasing  temperature,  not  only  in  the  air,  but  abo 
iji  the  sea-wuter.  Wo  had  on  several  occnttions,  in 
obedience  to  our  orders,  thrown  overbonrtl  from  time 
to  time  a  cask  or  bottle  containing  a  serull  with  the 
position  of  the  ship,  &c.,  and  this  practice  was  strictly 
observed  tliroughout  our  long  voyage,  until  we 
reached  the  confines  of  the  iuu. 
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Ou  Sunday  uioraing  the  17th  February,  we  crossed 
the  northern  limit  of  the  Tropic  of  Cancer,  in  long. 
20°  •Hy  \y.,  and  at  noon,  were  in  lat.  22°  Iff  N. 

We  hod  for-  some  days  previous  been  in  expecta- 
tion of  meeting  with  the  North-easterly  Trade  wind, 
but  it  was  not  until  the  lOth  Febniarv  that  we  first 
felt  itB  cheering  influence,  its  advent  having  been 
preceded  fay  calms,  variable  winds  and  rain.  We  had 
tlicn  reached  the  lat.  1 S**  4'  N.,  long.  26°  57'  W..  and 
the  morning  being  fresh  and  fair,  %nth  a  curling 
white  sea  following  in  our  wake,  uparkling  in  the  mys 
ofabhght  Tropical  stui,  could  not  but  produce  an 
exhilarating  effect  on  the  minds  of  all,  as  we  felt  wo 
had  now  oonipleted  the  firet  singe  on  our  journey. 

As  we  continued  to  decrease  our  latitude  in  our 
southerly  progren,  the  heat  became  daily  more  op- 
prearive,  temperature  varying  from  76°  to  S0°  F.,  bnt 
between  decks  5"  higher.  We  were  still  occupied  in 
clearing  and  re-«tnwing  the  holds,  the  foul  emanations 
from  which,  arising  from  the  damp,  confined  air, 
created  by  the  extremely  crowded  state  of  the  decks, 
were  now  being  gradually  dissipated,  us  heat  and 
light  were  admitted  to  ciopcisc  their  salutary  influ- 
ence in  removing  a  great  cause  of  unhcalthiiic^  and 
discomfort. 

Nothing  ran  8ur{)ass  the  feeUng  of  quiet,  indeed  I 
may  say  luxurious  enjoyment,  liowcver  monotonous  it 
may  be,  which  one  experiences  after  siuisct  in 
Tropica]  latitudes:  for,  exhausted  more  or  leas  with 
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t]ie  oppressive  lieot  of  tlw  day,  the  sun's  depar- 
ture is  succeeded  by  a  delightfully  cool  breczu,  most 
'  grateful  to  one's  feelings,  and  refreshing  in  its  influ- 
ence, which  generally  continues  throughout  the  night, 
and  gradually  dies  away  at  sunrise.  It  then  becomes 
vaiiable  in  force  throughout  the  day,  freshens  a  Uttle 
after  noon,  but  is  deprived  of  its  delicious  coolness,  un- 
til the  close  of  day  restores  it  to  us  again.  The  passive 
enjoyment  of  these  delightfid  evenings  was  much  en- 
hnnocd  by  a  lovely  moon,  shining  vrith  increased 
brightness  in  a  cloudless  sky,  and  tinging  with  her 
silvery  rcflcctiou,  the  pretty,  undulating  surface  of  a 
placid  sea,  through  which  we  ooDtinucd  steadily  to 
wend  our  way. 

On  the  22nd  of  February,  in  lat  12*  26'  N.,  we 
were  favoured  with  the  first  appearance  of  the  beauti- 
ful 'fropic  Bird  (Phteton  Candidus)  which  hovered 
for  some  time  alx>ut  the  ship,  as  if  to  welcome  us  to 
the  regions  of  his  dwelling,  but  they  are  generally  met 
with  much  further  to  the  northward  near  the  limit  of 
th» Tropic.  The  Hying  Fish  {KsocUva  Voliiafw)  those 
beautiful  little  denizens  of  Tropical  seaa  had  lately  been 
very  abundant  -,  their  flight  through  the  air  is  rapid  but 
short,  describing  a  graceful  curve  in  their  course,  and 
fidling  in  the  wnti-r  from  an  apparent  inability  to  con- 
tinue on  the  wing.  The  height  of  the  curve  formed 
does  not  appear  to  exceed  a  few  feet ;  some  had  flowu 
and  were  caught  in  the  main  chains,  which  were  only 
fotu*  feet  out  of  wut«r.    Tliey  are  generally  pursued  by 
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On  Sumlay  morning  the  17th  Vebrusr)',  wetn-oaaed 
thb  iiortlicni  limit  of  the  Tropic  of  Cancer,  in  long. 
26"  acy  W.,  nnd  at  noon,  were  in  lat.  22**  W  N. 

Wc  hfui  for  some  days  previous  Ixx'u  in  expecta- 
tion of  meeting  with  tlic  North-easterly  Trade  wind, 
but  it  was  not  until  the  1 9th  Febniar)'  that  we  first 
felt  its  chcenng  influence,  lia  advent  having  been 
preceded  by  uibns,  variable  winds  and  win.  We  had 
then  reached  the  lot.  18°  4'  N.,  long.  26"  57'  VV..  and 
Uie  morning  being  fresh  and  fair,  with  a  curling 
white  sea  following  in  our  wake,  sparkUng  in  tlie  rays 
of  a  bright  Tropical  sun,  could  not  but  produce  an 
exhilamting  effect  on  the  minda  of  nil,  as  we  felt  vre 
had  now  conipletcd  the  first  stage  on  our  journey. 

As  we  continued  to  decrease  our  latitude  in  our 
aoutherly  progress,  the  heat  became  daily  morv  op- 
pressive, temperature  varying  from  76"  to  80°  F.,  but 
between  docks  u"  higher.  We  were  still  occupied  in 
clearing  and  re-stowing  the  holds,  the  foul  enianationn 
from  which,  arising  from  the  damp,  confined  air, 
created  by  the  extremely  crowded  state  of  the  decks, 
wore  now  being  gradually  dissipated,  as  heat  and 
light  were  admitted  to  exorcise  their  salutary  influ- 
ence in  removing  a  great  cause  of  imhealthincss  and 
discomfort. 

Nothing  can  surpass  the  feeling  of  quiet,  indeed  I 
may  say  luxurious  enjoyment,  however  monotonous  it 
mny  be,  wliich  one  experiences  after  sunset  in 
Tropieal  hitituder :  for,  exliausted  more  or  less  with 
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Uw  oppressive  beat  of  lUu  day,  the  eiui's  depnr- 
ture  is  succeeded  by  «  deligbtfuUy  cool  breeze,  most 
grateful  to  one's  feelings,  and  rc&esliing  in  its  influ- 
ence, wiiich  generally  continues  throughout  the  night, 
and  gradually  dies  awaj  at  annrise.  It  then  becomes 
variable  in  force  throughout  the  day,  freshens  a  little 
afler  noon,  but  ts  deprived  of  its  dcliciouu  coolness,  un- 
til the  close  of  day  restores  it  to  us  again.  The  passive 
enjoyment  of  these  dehgbtful  c%-uuings  was  much  en- 
hanced by  a  lovely  moon,  shining  with  increased 
brightness  in  a  cloudless  sky,  and  tinging  with  her 
silvery  i-eflcctiou,  the  pretty,  undubting  surface  of  a 
placid  sea,  tluough  which  we  continued  steadily  to 
wend  our  way. 

On  the  22nd  of  Febnifliy.  in  lat.  12"  26'  N.,  we 
were  favoured  with  the  first  appearance  of  the  beauti- 
ful 'IVopic  Bird  {Pfueton  Candidus)  whloh  hovered 
for  some  liine  about  the  ship,  as  if  to  welcome  us  to 
the  regions  of  his  dwclHng,  but  they  arc  generally  met 
with  much  further  to  the  northward  near  the  hmit  of 
th»Tropic.  The  Hying  Fish  {Exociiua  VolUans)  tliose 
beautiful  little  denizens  of 'IVopical  sens  had  lately  been 
very  abundant ;  their  flight  through  the  air  is  rapid  but 
short,  desri-ibing  a  graceful  curve  in  their  course,  and 
falling  ill  the  water  from  an  apparent  inability  to  con- 
tinue on  the  wiug.  The  height,  of  th«  curve  formed 
docs  not  appear  to  exceed  a  few  feet ;  some  had  flown 
and  were  caught  in  the  main  chains,  which  were  only 
four  feet  out  of  water.    They  are  generally  pursnoil  by 
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oeceasary  for  our  safety,  and  a  sail  was  accordingly 
n^ed  from  the  swinging  boom,  anil  aus[MtiKlud  in 
the  water  sufEicicntJy  deep  to  allow  of  a  good  and 
safe  bath. 

On  the  2nd  of  Mawh.  in  lat.  2*  85'  N.,  long.  24<> 
2'  W.,  the  south-east  Trade  wind  became  fully  eata- 
bUshcd,  and  wc  were  gladdened  by  the  sight  of  u 
strange  sail  (the  first  seen  since  leaving  England) 
which  hove  in  sight,  but  at  too  great  a  distance  for 
any  communication.  On  the  following  day  wc 
were  stilt  further  favoured  by  two  strange  sail,  one  of 
which  subaetjuently  hoisted  the  colours  of  one  of  tlie 
Honse  Towns,  and  their  presence,  contributetl  largely 
to  enUven  the  dull  unvar\'ing  aspect  of  all  aroumL 
As  we  approached  the  Equator,  the  heat  bad 
become  very  oppressive,  temperature  from  80"  to  85** 
and  between  decks  several  degrees  higher — in  (he  Sick 
liay  as  high  as  \i\°  caused  froiu  the  circumstances  I 
hare  previously  mentioned,  preventing  free  ventilation. 

At  noon,  on  the  5th,  we  crossed  the  Equator  in 
hi».  2d°  6'  W. ;  and,  as  the  breeze  had  freshened 
considerably  duiing  the  night,  it  had  become  somewhat 
cooler.  I'empemtiuv  of  air  fell  to  Sr,  and  that  of  sea- 
water  to  82",  with  a  density  on  examination  of  1027, 
and  much  more  saUne  to  the  taste,  as  it  was  like- 
wise of  higher  specific  gravity  than  I  found  it  to  b« 
from  my  observations  in  the  higbor  extra-tropical 
latitudes  tlirough  wliich  wc  hati  passed. 

'Hie  usual  customs  were  observed  on  Uie  occasion 
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of  crossing  the  Line,  whicb  are  much  too  absurd  and 
ridiciiJous  for  narratioti. 

Our  progress  for  the  next  few  days  was  un- 
marked by  any  feature  of  interest.  The  siglit  of  an 
occasiooal  sail,  and  an  increase  of  temperature,  which 
xiwe  to  86°,  as  the  sun  became  vertical  iu  Itis  course  to 
the  northward  on  the  4th,  in  kt.  4°  47'  S.,  are  tlte 
only  events  to  be  recorded. 

Ab  vtq  reached  the  hititudi!  of  Uio  Janeiro,  nu- 
merous vessels  crossed  our  path,  witli  some  of  which 
we  exchanged  colours.  One  or  two  of  them  presented 
a  very  suspicious  appearance ;  and  from  their  build, 
rig,  and  being  without  cargo,  opinion  was  UDanimous 
in  pronouncing  them  slavers.  They  glided  swiftly 
through  the  water,  steering  a  course  for  the  coast  of 
Africa.  The  excitement  of  watching  their  progress  was 
a  very  acceptable  interruption  to  the  ordinary  pro- 
ceedings of  the  day. 

Aa  we  approached  the  limit  of  the  Southern  Tropic 
(Capricorn),  which  we  crossed  on  the  1  l)th  of  March, 
in  long.  86"  W.,  the  weather  assumed  an  unsettled 
appvanuiiM* ;  and  a  steady  fall  in  the  boromblcrs  fore> 
told  a  change.  The  tcmpumtturc  lind  decrcn-sed  to 
70°»  which  proved  particularly  pkiosant,  after  the 
intensity  of  the  etjunturial  heat  to  which  we  had 
lately  been  subject.  I  have  seldom  witnessed  a  more 
beautiful  suuHet  than  that  which  ushered  us  into  the 
Tcnipcrnte  Zone  of  the  Southern  hemisphere.  The  *un 
diSusod  the  gorgeous  effulgence  of  his  rays  through 
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ft  ina&B  of  doDse  clouds  that  bung  ti^i^ily  on  the 
western  horizon,  producing  the  most  brilliant  and 
varied  tints  of  colouring  it  is  possible  to  coDceive. 
As  we  viewed  this  splendid  spectade,  we  glmlly  bade 
adieu  for  a  time  to  the  regions  of  the  Torrid  Zone. 

For  the  next  few  days  the  state  of  the  weather 
was  fully  confirmatory  of  previous  indications. 
Occasional  squalls  with  rain,  thundei"  and  UgUtoiug, 
were  present,  and  the  storm  birds  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  considerable  numbers.  On  the  2Dth, 
when  in  lat.  Sg'*  S.,  we  first  saw  the  Wandering 
Albatross,  {Diomedea  Exulans),  the  Cape  Pigvou  (Pro- 
cellaria  Capensis),  and  Shearwater  {Pit^nun  Major), 
having  visited  us  two  days  previously.  The  wind, 
at  the  same  time,  veered  gradnally  round  to  the 
northward,  and  finally  north-west,  from  whence  it 
blew  with  the  force  of  a  gale,  and  with  a  great 
increase  to  our  s]>eed,  being  directly  fair  for  us.  We 
averaged  upwards  of  seven  and  a  half  knots,  which 
we  considered  wonderful  performance  for  the  '  In- 
vestigator/ 

These  strong  northerly  winds  we  found  very  dif- 
ferent in  the  southern  hemisphere  IJom  the  general 
effects  experienced  by  their  presence  in  the  Nor- 
thern. They  liave  the  same  character  generally 
as  the  southerly  winds  in  the  noitheni  hemisphere 
from  the  great  change  they  undergo  in  their  course 
through  the  Tropics.  During  their  prevalence,  the 
atmosphere   bccomce  moist,  wann  and  uppreaavt^ 
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conveying  the  peculiar  sensations  experienced  irom 
southerly  winds  in  our  own  climate.  The  barometers 
become  depressed,  the  temperature  elevated,  and 
heavy  dews  are  deposited  at  night ;  while  the  southerly 
winds,  coming  from  the  Antarctic  Ocean,  have  an 
effect  precisely  the  opposite ;  are  cool,  dry  and  invigo- 
rating, and  a  rise  in  the  barometer  with  a  fall  in  the 
thermometer  inwriably  foretel  their  coming. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  we  were  off  the  entrance 
to  the  River  Plate  in  long.  50°  12'  W.,  as  was  evi- 
denced from  the  altered  appearance  of  the  water,  its 
deep  blue  colour  having  been  exchanged  for  the 
peculiar  greenish,  muddy  hue,  caused  by  the  admixture 
of  fresh  water.  Its  density  had  decreased  to  1023, 
and  we  ascertained  at  the  same  time,  that  we  had  a 
current  setting  to  the  southward,  in  our  favour,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty  miles  per  day. 

On  Sunday,  the  31st,  we  had  reached  the  latitude 
of  49''  9'  S.,  long.  62"  40'  W.,  and  were  steering  a 
course  for  Cape  Virgins,  the  north-eastern  extreme 
of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  which  then  bore  S.  42  W. 
distant  979  miles.  The  morning  was  ushered  in  with 
a  dense,  hazy  atmosphere,  occasional  rain,  and  a  heavy 
sea  running.  The  general  aspect  betokened  a  change 
of  wind;  and  at  11  a.m.,  the  ship  was  suddenly 
taken  aback  by  'a  squall  from  the  south-west.  We 
immediately  shortened  sail,  sent  the  royal  masts  on 
deck,  secured  the  boats,  and  made  every  preparation 
for  a  heavy  gale  from  the  south-west,  which  obliged 
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US  to  steer  several  points  out  of  our  couise.  Towards 
evening,  the  giJc  gnwluully  incrensing  in  force,  with 
ever)'  indication  of  a  wild  tempestuous  night,  the  ship 
waa  "hove  to"  under  close-reefed  main-topsnil,  and 
her  head  to  the  north-west,  making  from  five  to  six 
points  lee  way  in  an  hour,  with  a  very  heavy  sea 
running  from  the  southward.  Previous  to  tliocliangc, 
the  barometers  fell ;  but  when  the  wiod  finally  settled 
into  the  souttuwest,  they  each  gradually  rose,  vis., 
^lariac  barometer,  Aneroid,  and  Sympiesometer.  The 
thermometer  fell  eight  degrees  ;  sea-wjUer  underwent  a 
like  reduction ;  and  the  wind  carried  with  it  all  that 
bracing,  invigorating  inBuenco  which  never  fails  to 
aooom^Muiy  a  southerly  wind  in  the  southern  heuii- 
sphere. 

The  birds  which  had  been  about  us  for  some  days, 
became  more  numerous,  apparently  revelling  in  wilder 
enjoyment  with  the  increasing  gak.  1  could  not  but 
admire  the  truly  noble  appearance  presented  by  the 
Wandering  Albatross,  as  he  soared  aloft  with  marvellous 
case,  dignity,  and  grandeur,  in  defiance  of  the  fuiy  of 
the  blast,  occasiomilly  descending  with  electric  rapidity, 
and  gracefully  alighting  on  the  white  crest  of  a  moun- 
tain billow,  was  borne  ninjestically  along  on  the 
foaming  liosom  of  the  sea.  The  Stoniiy  Ptrtrels 
and  Shearwater  appeared  wondorfdlly  excited,  and 
much  more  rapid  in  their  flight  than  1  had  hitherto 
observed  them  ;  evidently  delighting  in  the  boisterous 
fuiy  of  the  elements,  then  so  mercilessly  ussailing  us. 
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as  the  towering  seas,  in  rapid  succession,  broke  with 
terrific  force  on  our  devoted  ship,  now  struggling 
for  every  incli  of  ground  in  the  fierce  conflict,  but 
in  which,  despite  of  all  our  efforts,  she  was  driven 
far  to  leeward  of  her  true  course. 

At  the  onset  of  the  gnle  one  of  the  Xjcpidoptera 
flew  on  board,  a  large  species  of  the  South  American 
uioth,  which  "was  secured  and  added  to  my  collection. 
Uow  a  creature  so  delicate  in  its  structure,  and  so  ill 
adapted  for  a  flight  of  some  three  or  four  hundred 
niilcs  from  land,  could  have  reached  us  even  under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances,  if  appears  difficult 
to  oonoeive.  Night  closed  in  with  heavy  rain,  thun- 
der and  lightning,  and  presented  an  appearance  aa 
wild  and  tempestuous  as  the  most  vivid  fancy  could 
fiourtray-  On  the  following  morning,  April  1st,  there 
was  DO  mitigation  in  the  force  of  the  gale,  which  con- 
tinued to  rage  with  unabated  fury,  the  ship  proving 
herself  an  admirable  scaboat.  Wo  liad  made  much 
lee  way,  and  upwards  of  a  degree  of  Northing,  so  tbot 
we  had  lost  ground  considerably  since  the  previous 
day  at  noon.  The  clouds  had  assumed  the  circo-cu- 
nudi  and  ttrcUi'tumuU  character,  having  a  white 
hardened  appearance,  apparently  of  dense  structure, 
and  ascending  in  their  course,  ^m  the  haze  on  the 
southern  horizon  contributing  to  their  formation  ;  and 
appeared  to  foretell  a  change  for  the  better.  The  air 
was  cold,  clear,  and  invigorating,  which  together  with 
the  sea-water  had  fallen  two  degrees  in  twenty-four 
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hours,  and  the  barometers  were  steadily  in  the  as- 
cendant. At  noon,  we  fotind  our  position  to  be  in  1^. 
QS"  4'.  S.  long.  b2°  V  W.,  having  thiis  lost  nearly  two 
degrees  since  the  commencement  of  the  tempest. 
Towards  evening  the  gale  had  evidently  diminished  ii* 
force,  and  throughout  the  night  continued  steadily  to 
moderate.  Ou  the  morning  of  the  2nd,  it  had  aeaily 
subsidjed,  but  a  heavy  sea  still  remained  to  remind  as 
of  the  past,  rolling  sluggishly  along  from  the  south- 
ward, which  rendered  the  ship  very  uneasy.  The 
storm  birds  had  nearly  deserted  us,  (a  favourable 
indication  of  the  weather)  and  those  that  remained 
appeared  evidently  much  more  sluggish  in  their 
flight. 

On  the  3rd,  the  wind  had  gradually  come  round 
to  the  northward,  which  enabled  us  to  shape  a  course 
once  more  for  Cape  Villus,  then  S.  40°,  W.  1075 
miles  distant,  but  our  progress  was  much  retarded 
by  a  strong  current  against  us  &om  the  south-west. 
With  the  change  of  wind,  the  barometer  and 
thermometer  had  undei^ne  a  corresponding  diange 
of  depression  and  elevation ;  sea-water  likewise  became 
more  elevated  in  temperature.  We  picked  up  several 
pieces  of  sea-weed  (Alga)  and  found  it  beautifolly 
studded  with  groups  of  the  "  CXrrhopoda,"  young  but 
healthy ;  the  pedicle  by  which  they  were  attached 
quite  clear  and  gelatinous  in  appearance. 

Several  Whales  {Physeter  Macrocephahus)  were  ob- 
served at  some  distance,  going  to  the  southward ;  they 
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rather  enlivened  the  dulness  of  all  around,  as  they  dis- 
turbed the  Burfa<»  of  the  now  tranquil  sea,  with  their 
huge  cawdal  fin,  and  the  picturesque  jets  of  water,  which 
they  spouted  into  the  air,  as  they  sluggishly  pursued 
their  onward  course.  We  abo  saw  a  small  butterfly 
fluttering  about  the  ship  for  some  lime,  but  failed  to 
secure  him,  as  a  victim  to  science. 

Our  progress  to  the  southward,  notwithstanding 
the  fair  wind  with  which  we  were  favoured,  was  slow, 
owing  to  the  existence  of  a  strong  current  against  us, 
the  power  of  which  was,  however,  fortunately  anta- 
gonized in  the  course  of  thirty-six  hours  by  the 
continuance  of  the  northerly  winds  that  blew  with 
variable  force,  attended  by  the  deposition  of  heavy 
dew  at  night,  and  all  the  other  characteristics  I  have 
previously  alluded  to.  On  the  5th  of  April,  in  lat. 
41*',  S.,  long.  64°  35'  W.,  the  deep  sea  lead,  with  a 
sdf-registering  thermometer  attached,  was  sent  down 
to  the  depth  of  160  fathoms,  and  no  soundings  ob- 
tained :  the  temperature  of  the  water  was  found  to 
be  40°,  and  at  the  surface  59°,  vrith  a  density  of  1,026. 
-The  weather  continued  changeable,  occasional  squalls 
with  rain,  thunder  and  Hghtning,  but  the  wind,  for- 
tunately, was  for  the  most  part  fair ;  and  as  we  steadily 
increased  our  latitude,  we  experienced  a  daily  diminu- 
tion of  temperature. 

On  the  9tb,  we  were  afforded  the  pleasing  evidence 
of  our  gradual  approach  to  the  land,  although  Cape 
Vii^;ins  was  still  379  miles  distant,  having  obtained 
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soundings  in  sixty  fathoms  fine  sand,  for  the  first  time 
Bca-wijed  and  drift  wood  were  likewise  met  with  in 
coDsidemble  quantities.  GulU  and  Albatrosses  again 
made  their  appearance,  accompanied  by  representatives 
of  all  the  Petrel  family.  Although  the  weather  was 
wild  and  unsettled,  it  n-as  less  so  than  on  former 
occasions  when  these  birds  were  about  us ;  our  guiu 
were  consetiuently  in  requisition,  and  although  our 
BUCoesB  waa  uot  great,  we  managed  to  procure  a  few 
apecinions  by  firing  as  they  flew  over  the  ship,  so 
tliat  they  fell  on  board.  Trifling  as  these  events 
were,  they  proved  a  most  agrecftble  interruption  to 
the  routine  of  the  day,  and  imparted,  for  a  time^ 
a  degree  of  pleasant  excitement,  of  which  we 
heartily  nished  u  daily  repetition.  When  one  of 
the  Cape  Pigeons,  then  the  most  numerous,  had  been 
shot  imd  fell  in  the  water,  the  rest  suddenly  collected 
around  it,  and  commenced  pecking  at  its  yet  scarce 
lifeless  body,  lliesc  birds  generally  approached  tlie 
ship  more  closely  than  any  others,  with  the  exception 
of  the  little  Storm  Petrel,  which  with  rapid,  swallow 
like  course,  darted  closely  and  fearlessly  about  the 
vessel. 

On  the  I2th,  we  had  reached  within  200  miles  of 
Cape  Virgins,  the  weather  had  become  cold  and 
foggy,  temperature  bad  fallen  to  49'  and  sea-water  47* ; 
but  we  continued  to  make  good  progress,  and  sounded 
flaily  in  water  varying  from  60  to  70  fathoms.  The 
number  of  birds  continued  on  the  increase,  and  we  were 
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more  fortunate  iu  our  sport  than  usual,  having  shot  a 
6nc  specimen  of  tlie  MagelUnic  Swan,  {Cygnvs 
Anatoides)  a  well  known  inhabitant  of  these  latitudes, 
together  with  the  Sheathbill  {Chionis  Aiba)  a  bird  frc- 
qiicntl}'  met  with,  at  a,  great  distance  from  land,  and 
remarkable  for  the  whiteness  and  purity  of  its 
plimiiu»e.  as  well  as  forming  from  itt  habits,  thu 
connecting  link  between  the  wading  and  flying  birds 
^■(OraUtt  and  Passerime.) 

At  noon  on  the  lilh,  having  reached  within  ninety- 
one  miles  of  the  entranee  of  the  Straits  of  MagellaDj 
and  in  long  07*  57',  W.  we  became  frtim  this 
date  entitled  to  double  pay,  in  accordance  with  the 
orders  of  the  Admiralty,  thiit  it  should  commence  on 
attaining  the  meridian  of  Cupe  Horn,  wbich  wc  hod 
then  reached.  The  weather  had  become  still  colder 
and  more  foggy,  as  to  lead  us  to  suppose  wo  might 
be  in  the  vicinity  of  some  nuisscs  of  ico  drifting  from 
the  Antarctic  Ocean.  As  cveuiug  advanced,  we  were 
anxiously  looking  out  for  any  appeaniuce  of  land;  but 
the  sun  took  his  departure  without  disclosing  it  to  our 
view. 

It  was  therefore  considered  judicious  to  shorten 
sail,  and  alter  course  to  "West,  the  dinxtion  of  the 
land,  and  stand  in  under  easy  sail,  to  await  for 
daylight. 

At  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  to  our 
great  joy,  we  observed  the  land,  the  first  we  liad 
seen  since  leaving  England  twelve  weeks  lieforc,  and 
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the  long  and  anxiously  )ooked-for  Cape  Virgins,  tlie 
south-cnstcrn  extremity  of  Pntagonin,  with  its  fine 
bold,  and  well-defined  outline  and  white  cUfis, 
opened  to  our  view  as  dayhght  made  its  appcjirance, 
find  at  S  A.M.  wc  had  fairly  entered  the  Strait  of 
Magellan.  Unfortunately,  however,  we  encountered  a 
foul  wind  fcom  the  south-west,  oiid  for  the  rciuaindor 
of  the  day  continued  Lacking  from  the  Patagonian 
ahure  to  the  opposite  land  of  Terra  del  Fuc^ 
Alteniately. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  land  on  the  Patagonian 
or  northern  side  of  the  Strait,  much  rescmhlcs  the 
Downs  of  the  south  coast  of  England ;  the  he^dhinds 
arc  bold,  prominent  and  of  conBidemble  elcvatiou,  with 
numerous  indentations  on  the  coast  line,  skirted  here 
and  there  by  a  fine  sandy  beach.  Wc  could  observe 
from  tlic  ship  immense  herds  of  the  Guannco,  or 
.South  American  Llaraa  (Anchenia  Uaana)  grazing 
on  the  heights,  or  cour&ing  along  the  beach ;  they 
appeared  ijuite  the  size  of  red  deer,  when  viewed 
through  a  telescoitc-,  but  wc  were  too  distant  to  be 
able  to  moke  mure  accurate  observation — their  niun- 
bers,  however,  astonialied  iis.  Birds  were  likewise  con- 
gregated on  the  beach  in  great  abondano-^ — the 
towering  outline  of  the  Emeu  {Rhea  Americana)  stood 
forth  in  bold  refief  amongst  myriads  of  the  feathered 
tril>c  tliat  surrounded  them.  The  majority  apiK-aretl, 
from  their  plumage  and  general  character,  to  belong 
chiefly   to  that    family    «ith   which    we    Imd   been 
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so  long  famiUar  {Palmipides)  tuid  that  had  afforded 
lis,  on  our  long  criiise,  80iite  sport  aiid  much  cheer* 
fill  excitement. 

We  could  not  discern  any  trace  of  habitation,  or  c^ 
the  remiurkablc  inhahitanta  of  this  part  of  the  world, 
and  the  feeling  of  evident  security,  which  the  Owuiaco, 
an  animal  romarkable  for  its  shyness  and  timidity, 
appeiurd  to  exjMirience,  and  collected  in  vast  herds, 
led  us  to  suppose  that  they  were  fur  removed  fruiu 
the  haunts  of  man.  and  but  seldom  disturbed  by 
travellers. 

The  coast  of  'I'erra  dd  Fui^a,  in  tliis  part  of  tlic 
Strait,  appeared  in  its  outline  sonicwhnt  similar  to  that 
of  Patagonia,  but  we  did  not  approach  sutticiently 
near  to  make  accuiat*:  observations. 

Borly  on  the  following  morning,  the  lOth,  at 
3  A.ir.,  the  strength  of  the  tide  setting  to  tlw  cnst< 
ward,  and  adverse  winds,  compelled  ua  to  anchor  off 
Cape  PosseRsion. 

At  7,30,  wc  were  again  under  weigh,  and  took 
advantage  of  the  first  turn  of  tide  setting  to  the  wcgt- 
ward,  soon  aflcr  which  we  observed  a  steamer  ut 
anchor  in  Possession  Buy  ;  and  much  to  our  satisfaction 
exchanged  nurabera  with  Her  Majesty's  sI«ini-sIoop 
'  Goi^on.'  awaiting;  our  arrival,  to  lend  U3  all  posaihle 
assistance  in  our  passnge  through  the  Strait-  She  had 
been  dispatcher!  from  Valparaiso  especially  for  this 
pur]>ose  by  the  Admiral,  on  receipt  of  orders  fmm  the 
Admiralty — a  wist-  measure,  us  the  passage,  through 
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the  Strait,  by  such  a  ship  aa  ours  could  not  otherwise 
have  been  undertaken  with  safety.  She  had  pre- 
viously towed  the  *  Enterprise  '  eome  distance,  and 
returned  for  the  '  Investigator.' 

After  coimiiunicatiiig  by  signal  with  '  Goi^on/ 
we  stood  on,  when  she  immediately  lighted  fires  and 
made  all  preparations  to  follow.  Soon  afterwards  another 
steamer  was  observed  foUowing  in  our  wake,  and 
liaving  closed  with  us,  much  sooner  than  we  expected 
from  her  great  speed,  she  proved  to  be  the  "  New 
World"  of  New  York,  bound  for  Valparaiso  and  Cali- 
fornia, Inst  from  Rio  Janeiro,  and  os  we  were  informed 
only  ten  days  cut — an  announcement  we  received 
for  as  much  as  it  was  worth,  and  with  much  amuse- 
ment. She  was  freighted  with  a  cai^of  adventurers, 
about  as  wild  and  motley  looking  a  set  of  fellows  as  I 
ever  saw,  headed  by  u  captain  worthy  to  be  the 
leader  of  such  a  band ;  after  a  verbal  interchange 
of  compliments,  she  proceeded  on  her  voyage  at  & 
rapid  rate,  carrjing  American  colours. 

The  '  Gorgon  '  closed  with  us,  about  three  o'clock, 
soon  after  which  the  tide  having  turned,  she  took 
■U9  in  tow,  and  proceeded  onwards  at  a  speed  from 
five  to  six  knots  an  hour.  From  her  we  learned 
of  the  safe  arrival  of  our  consort  '  Knterprise,'  six 
days  before,  and  that  she  was  waiting  our  amval  at  a 
more  distant  part  of  the  Strait.  On  passing  through 
the  first  narrows,  as  they  arc  called  from  the  prorimi^ 
of  land  on  either  side,  we  observed  on  Point  Barranca 
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the  wreck  of  a  veascl,  high  and  dry  on  the  beach,  and 
a  tent  pilclied  a  few  yards  distant,  both  of  which  iind 
been  deserted.  We  were  sufficiently  close  to  sec  the 
interior  of  the  tent,  but  no  sign  of  any  of  the  crew 
of  the  ill-fated  ship.  The  existence  of  the  tent, 
and  the  ship  not  having  the  appearance  of  being 
broken  up  iu  hull,  afforded  pretty  strong  evidence 
that  she  had  not  been  visited  by  the  natives. 

The  appearance  of  the  coast  did  not  differ 
materially  in  its  general  character,  from  that  before 
mentioned — it  was  well  de5iicd  bv  an  outline  of 
ricli-loolcing  land;  its  uuiromtity  interrupted  occa- 
sionally by  a  few  conical  shaped  hills,  of  volcanic 
origin,  intervening  between  which  and  the  8ca,  a 
narrow  strip  of  soil,  presenting  a  low  undulating 
sujfnec,  affording  apparently,  the  linest  pastiurige 
to  the  herds  of  Guanacos  which  we  saw  grazing  on 
it ;  but  [they  were  not  near  so  numerous  as  we 
had  seen  elsewhere.  As  wc  advanced  towards  that 
part  of  the  Strait,  marked  on  the  chart  Indian  Cove, 
we  observed  a  dense  volume  of  smoke  ascending 
between  a  low  range  of  hills ;  this  woa  found  to 
proceed  from  a  Patagonian  encampment,  as  seen  from 
the  masthead,  and  around  which  the  natives  were 
sitting.  Soon  afterwards,  but  further  on,  we  observed 
the  smoke  of  a  fire  kindled  on  the  beoch — the  usual 
sign  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  natives  to  com- 
municate for  the  purpose  of  barter,  and  with  the  aid 
of  our  glasses  wc  discovered  four  honemca  and  a  few 
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others  on  foot,  ndvancing  towards  on  cncntnpmcut, 
stopping  occasioDiilly  to  watch  our  movements,  and 
asocrtain  any  sign  on  our  part  of  coniiQiinicatiug. 
The  dtstanco  was  too  great  to  cnalilu  iib  to  judge 
ttocorately  of  their  stature,  but  they  certainly  np^Koa'd 
much  nbove  the  average  size  of  ordinnrj-  men.  Tlie 
advance  of  night  did  not  allow  \ts  to  continue 
our  obserratiMis,  as  we  still  kept  on  odt  course, 
and  remained  but  little  enlightened  on  the  much 
talked  of  subject  of  Pntagonian  stature ;  nor  were 
we  subsequently  afforded  an  opportunity  of  solving 
the  problem. 

We  observed  Uie  outline  of  the  Fuegian  coast,  in 
this  part  of  the  Strut  much  more  irregular  in  ap- 
pcarauco  and  character,  and  the  soil  which  is  sandy, 
more  arid,  and  barren  than  elsewhere;  on  it  wo  saw  a 
few  Guunocus,  grnzitig  on  a  pasturage,  c^identlv  much 
inferior  to  that  of  the  opposite  coast,  but  no  tmcc  of 
habitation,  or  inhabitjuits  whatever. 

The  novel  ejcitemeut  of  the  day  was  most  accept- 
able to  us  all.  The  temperature  had  assumed  that 
of  an  English  winter,  having  fallen  to  40°,  but  the 
presence  of  sunshine  rendered  the  day  pleasant  and 
othcrwuc  agreeable. 

We  stilJ  proceeded  in  tov  of  '  Gor||;on '  during 
the  night  of  the  10th,  and  anchored  at  an  early  hour 
on  the  following  morning  off  Port  Famine,  a  small 
Chilian  settlement,  inhabited  by  a  Govcnior  and  a 
few  soldiers.     The  few  liouses  of  the  scttlenwnt  were 
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faailt  of  wood,  and  close  to  cacli  other,  surrounded  by 
Q  »lucka(it-,  very  nncient  looking  and  partially  dilapi- 
dated, being  the  on{t:inal  houses  uf  the  old  Spanish 
settlement.  The  place  is  well  dcseiring  the  name  it 
bears,  from  its  bleak  desolate  aspect ;  although  situated 
on  an  eminence  graduidly  inclining  from  tlie  sea,  it 
pnaeiita  every  external  feature  of  paveriy  mid  atarva- 
liou. 

We  ooramunicated  with  a  view  of  procuring  firesh 
provisions  and  vegetables,  if  ]K}ssiblc,  for  our  crew ; 
and  found  that  the  governor  (Captain  Dunn  of  the 
Chilian  service)  was  an  Iriahman.  "We  were  surprised 
on  hearing  hini  address  us  in  his  nati\e  language, 
which  had  lost  nothing  of  its  purity  and  richnesg 
from  his  long  expatriation ;  but  we  had  evidently 
come  to  the  wrong  phicc  for  provjjions,  for  not  one 
particle  could  Port  Famine  afford  us.  M'"c  here 
learned,  however,  that  '  Enterprise  '  had  passed  two 
days  before.  At  9  a.m.  wo  were  again  under  weigh 
in  tow  of  steamer.  The  gcueral  aspect  of  tho 
country  from  this  point  was  quite  diflercnt  from 
what  we  hod  previously  seen ;  it  presented  an  uppeor- 
ance  wild,  lx)ld  and  picturesque  to  a  degree — the 
mountains  rose  almost  prccipitotisly  from  the  watera' 
edge  to  a  height  vorying  fi-om  1000  to  3000  feet, 
wooded  towards  the  base ;  but  the  trees  (piuc)  appeared 
small  and  stunted  in  growth.  Tliey  had  already 
assumed  their  wintry  garb  of  snow,  imparting  a 
dreary,  cheerless  character  to  all  around. 
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The  course  of  the  cataracts,  produced  from  the 
thawing  of  the  snow  iu  summer,  is  well  mnrkcd  on  the 
rugged  fact;  of  the  mountaut,  and  the  well  defined 
channels,  afford  ample  evidence  of  what  must  then 
be  ihe  force  and  grandeur  they  impart  to  the  pic- 
turesque beauty  of  the  scene. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  as  we  still  pro- 
ceeded in  tow,  and  as  we  approached  the  lurge  ami 
commodious  anchorage  of  Fortescue  Bay,  we  there  saw 
to  our  great  delight,  our  long  lost  Consort,  quietly  at 
anchor,  in  expectation  of  our  arrival.  Some  of  us 
immediately  repaired  on  board,  and  after  a  mutual 
inlcrchnnge,  and  tiiirratioii  of  incidents  ntid  adventures 
during  our  long  cruise^  we  found  that  both  ships  had 
crossed  the  Line  on  the  same  day,  and  within  thirty 
miles  of  each  other.  Her  passage  was  othcru'ise 
much  like  our  own,  and  we  were  happy  to  find  all  in 
good  health  and  spirits  like  out^clvcs.  They  also 
informed  us,  that  had  we  not  made  our  appearance 
that  evening,  the  senior  officer,  (Captain  Collinson), 
intended  to  have  gone  to  sea  on  the  following  morning, 
and  after  reaching  the  Pacific,  to  have  sent '  Gorgon ' 
back  to  assist  us  through  the  Straits:— so  that  wc 
had  just  arrived  in  time  to  rejoin  our  Consort. 

"We  immediately  commenced  procuring  a  supply  of 
water,  and  made  e^'e^y  other  preparation  to  sail  at  day- 
light on  the  following  morning;  all  hands  were,  conse- 
quently, employed  the  entire  night  with  their  usual  acti- 
vity and  zeal.  The  '  Enterprise'  had  luckily  obtained  a 
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few  amiJI  hidlocks,  after  great  difficulty,  at  a  small 
Chilian  aettleinent  on  Sandy  (]ove :  one  lialf  of  these 
were  immediately  sent  on  board  to  us,  with  a  good  sup- 
ply of  Crcsh  fish,  which  their  labour  and  industry  had, 
by  the  aid  of  nets,  succeeded  in  catching  in  the  bay, 
and  both  were  very  acceptable  to  us.  I  regretted, 
however,  that  no  vegetable  food  could  be  prix:urc<l, 
the  want  of.which  was  much  felt  after  a  twelve  weeks' 
voyage. 

We  passed  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  three  American 
Tessels,  all  bound  to  California ;  notwithstanding 
repeated  efforts  to  get  to  the  westward,  they  had 
been  detained  here  no  less  a  period  than  three  months, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  adverse  winds.  Wc 
therefore  had  good  reason  to  feel  thankful,  that  wisdom 
and  foresight  had  placed  a  steamer  at  our  dispoaaL 
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noas — Chincter  «iJ  afipc&ruice  of  th«  bland— Legend  of 
ita  Conqacst — Our  Crew — Arrival  of  'Cockitrioe* — Ll-Uwi 
uid  Deapstchta  from  England — Compledon  of  Work  — 
Senior  Officer*!  iutenliuui  —  Effect  produoed  —  Oinutte  of 
Islaoda. 

On  the  following  moming,  the  18th,  the  onler  for 
sftUing  WHS  countermaaded,  owing  to  thu  prevalence 
of  a  strong  breeze  from  the  \rc3tward,  which  wouJd 
have  readered  the  towiug  of  both  ships  iiupraclicitblu. 
The  da^  vva,  tlkerefore,  dmoted  to  the  complctiou  of 
watering,  receiving  provisions  from  '  Goi^n/  and 
making  other  preparations  fur  uea. 

A  medical  sun'ey  was  ordered  at  my  request,  on 
three  of  oar  crew,  whom,  from  the  manifestation  of 
vreiikness  during  the  voyage,  and  other  causes  un- 
Bary  here  to  allude  to,  I  considered  unfit  for  the 
peculiar  duties  of  the  Expedition.  They  ^ve^e  nccord- 
ingly  invalided,  and  sent  on  board,  '  Gorgon,*  for 
passage  to  Valparaiso,  en  route  to  Knglond. 

The  delay  likewise  enabled  rau  to  make  several 
addilionH  to  the  Natural  History  department;  a  few 
geological  and  botanical  specimens,  throe  species  of 
Passerincc  (Laniwi,  Oriolus  and  hfuscicapte),  together 
with  some  specimens  of  the  Crustacea,  and  Zoophytes. 
We  much  regretted  lliat  time  did  not  admit  of  our 
seeing  more  of  thix  wild  but  interesting  country,  aa 
our  senioc  admitted  no  delay.  All  were  equally 
[Mger  and  anxious  to  press  onwards  to  tlie  scene  of 
our  fiiture  operations,  as  wc  had  readied  our  present 
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position  in  what  we  considered  good  time  ;  and  thus 
completed  another  iiuportflnt  stage  on  our  voyage. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19tb.  at  4.50  a.m.  both 
shipa  were  taken  in  tow  hy  '  Gorgon,'  and  procee<led 
at  a  speed  varying  from  one  to  six  knots,  iuflticoced 
by  the  tide,  which  we  considered  runs  through  this 
Strait  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  knots  on  hour.  As  we 
advanced  to  the  westward,  the  scenery  became  still 
niOTe  wild  and  grand,  with  an  appearance  of  gloom, 
dreariness,  and  desolation,  seldom  presented  else- 
where. The  coast  appeared  e\erywhere  almost  inac- 
cessible, from  the  bold,  precipitous  firont  presented 
by  the  stem  outline  of  the  rocky  mountains,  as  they 
^^ose  precipitously  from  the  water's  edge,  rearing  their 
BDOw-capped  summits  in  an  atmosphere  rendered 
dense  and  chill  hy  the  icy  blast  from  the  southern 
ocean.  No  trace  of  vegetation  was  pcrccjttible,  no 
evidence  that  the  foot  of  man  had  ever  trodden  the 
wilds  of  these  inhospitable  shores,  and  there  was  nothing 
to  indicate  that  the  wretclied,  and  titicivilixed  Fuegiun 
had  ever  dared  to  explore  this  dreary  waste.  Glaciers 
existed  in  the  gorge  of  the  mountains,  apparently 
their  perpetual  occupants,  which  rendered  complete 
the  general  effect  of  gloomy  grandeur  in  the  sterile, 
and  uninhabited  wikls  of  this  part  of  Magellan's 
Strait 

In  the  early  part  of  the  day,  prm-ious  to  our  ap- 
proaching the  "  Land  of  Desolation,"  as  it  is  called. 
we  observed,  on  the  coast  of  Terra  del  Fuega,  three 
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Canoes  Issaing  fortti  from  a  smnll  bay — all  glasses 
were  imrawliately  pointed  towards  them,  every  one 
beijig  excitwl,  by  more  or  less  curiosity,  to  sec  the 
inbabitantA  of  tliis  remote  part  of  tlic  world.  Tliere 
were  four  in  each  canoe,  two  women  paddling,  and 
two  men  sitting,  one  at  cither  end,  the  former,  ao» 
>rdiug  to  the  custom  which  exists  aniongst  savago 
TiatioiiR,  du  the  gii^nter  anionnt  of  nianuid  labour,  nud 
on  them  princi]>ally  devolves  the  nianagemcut  of  the 
canoe. 

These  poor  creatures  were  of  low  statiirc,  dark  olive 
oomplciion,  nith  long  hair  streaming  in  the  wind,  and 
a  painfully  stiiking,  animnlized  expression  of  counte- 
nance ;  their  oidy  covering  for  the  body,  consisted 
of  a  piece  of  scnl-sldu,  thrown  partially  over  the  back 
and  shoulders,  and  fastened  in  front.  I  never  saw 
the  nco  of  man  before  in  such  an  abject  state  of 
degradation.  They  made  sundry  signs  and  gestures 
from  tlie  canoes — which,  by  the  dcitcroua  use  of  the 
paddle,  were  now  pretty  close  to  the  ship — manifest- 
ing a  desire  to  commimtcate,  but  we  could  make 
no  delay,  and  I  regretted  much  not  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  a  closer  inspection  of  specimens  of 
the  human  race,  apparently  amongst  the  lowest  in 
the  scale  of  intcUigenco.  Further  on,  the  presence 
of  others  were  indicated  by  fires  lighted  in  a  small 
indentation  of  the  coast,  audwc  sawscvcrnt  of  them  in 
a  atate  of  complete  nudity,  notwithstanding  the  cold* 
1  of  the  weather,  standing  on  n  rock,  waving  their 
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arms,  and  makiug  other  rude  gestures  in  the  air — 
evidently  showing  a  desire  to  conmmnicatc,  as  we 
obsened  a  canoe  coming  out  from  the  little  bay  j  but 
our  onward  course  soon  left  it  far  in  the  distance, 
having  considerably  increased  our  speed. 

Wc  cttntinucd  in  tow  of  '  Gorgon'  througliout  tbe 
niglit,  and  next  morning,  the  20tb,  a  heavy  swell 
from  tlic  westward  betokened  our  proximity  to  the 
Pacific.  About  8  a.m.  Cape  Pillar  was  rounded, 
and  the  broad  expanse  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  broke 
fairly  cm  onr  view. 

We  had  now  entered  on,  what  was  to  many  of  ns, 
a  new  domain,  which  certainly  did  not  present  a  very 
propitious  aspect ;  for  the  heavy  sea  which  we  met 
with,  caused  towing  to  become  a  matter  of  some 
difficulty,  and  as  we  were  placed  astern  of '  Enter- 
prixe/  the  strength  of  the  towing  lines  was  fully 
tested.  We  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  the  inccs* 
sant  pitching  and  rolling  of  both  ships  carried  away 
one  of  the  halsers,  and  our  Consort,  as  we  thought, 
unnaturally  enough  slipped  the  other.  We  wer« 
thus  suddenly  east  adrift  on  our  own  resources;  she 
proceeded  still  in  tow  of  the  steamer,  wc  made  all 
sail  and  followed  in  the  same  course.  At  1.30, 
however,  we  observed  '  Enterprize'  then  consider- 
ably ahead,  part  company  with  the  steamer,  and 
the  latter  immediately  bore  down  towards  ns;  the 
cutter  was  then  sent  to  her,  taking  our  last  letters 
wid  dispatches  for  England,  but  soon  returned  with 


THE   GORGON. 


36 


two  luilsets,  aiid  the  '  Gurgon'  once  more  took  ns  in 
tow,  and  proceeded  lu  iolluw  oiir  Consort ;  at  3 
P.M.  yre  finally  lust  sight  of  her,  and  u-e  never  met 
afteneardg. 

The  weather  in  the  early  piirt  of  the  day  presented 
a  very  threatening  appeoTAnce ;  the  barometers  had 
been  gradually  failing  for  the  pre^nons  thirty -six  hours, 
and  there  was  every  indicittion  of  a  coming  gale, 
whicb,  towards  et'entng,  had  fairly  set  in  from  the 
north-west  with  a  heavy  sea;  the  '  Gorgon,'  however, 
led  us  clear  of  the  rocky  bonnd  coast  of  Soutbem 
America. 

F^y  on  the  morning  of  Snnd&y  the  20th,  1  a.h., 
the  towing  halsere  were  carried  away,  and  we  were 
again  fairly  adnfl.  We  fired  rockets  and  hoisted  lights, 
&c.,  to  show  our  position  to  '  Gorgon,'  and  it  being  still 
dark  and  tempestuous,  we  lay  to  under  easy  sail 
At  duyhght '  Gorgon '  was  observed  some  distance  on 
our  wcothcr  quarter,  and  wc  made  efforts  to  com- 
municate by  bailing,  writing  on  a  board,  and 
finally  by  signal;  but  t)ie  heavy  sea  which  was 
then  nuining,  rendered  our  attempts  abortive ;  nor 
r-ouJd  we  possibly  have  sent  a  boat  with  her  towing 
halscrs,  which  we  had  on  board,  and  which  she 
evidently  sought  to  recover.  She  dropped  astern, 
and  was  last  observed  in  the  afternoon  at  a  great 
distance  on  our  lee  quarter^  as  we  supposed  in  search 
of  the  '  Entcrprizc.' 

Permission  having  been  accorded  to  us  to  call  at 
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Ensttr  Island,  one  of  the  most  eastern  of  the  Pacific 
IsIutkIs  ;  lit  noon  wc  sliupcd  u  course  for  it,  which 
then  bore  N.  44°  W.  2145  miles  distant.  The  gale 
continued  to  increase  in  force,  witli  every  prospect  of 
its  dnration ;  the  storm  birds  were  nbout  us  in  nam- 
bcrs ;  and  notluiig  wrs  wanting  to  heighten  the  wildness 
of  the  tempest. 

At  1  A.M.,  on  the  S2nd,  a  blue  light  and  rocket 
was  observed  in  the  south-west,  which  we  answered  ; 
but  morning  failed  to  reveal  the  source  from  whcooo 
it  came.  From  the  onset  of  the  gnle  we  were  utterly 
unabic  to  contend  ugain8t  it :  it  being  directly  foul  for 
us,  we  continued  to  make  much  lee  way,  and  were 
drifted  at  tlie  rate  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  miles  a 
day  to  the  south-west,  until  we  reached  the  latitude  of 
Cape  Horn,  where  the  wind  having  become  more 
westerly,  enabled  us  to  pursue  a  more  direct  ^course ; 
but  no  mitigation  took  place  in  its  force,  M-hicb 
continued  to  rage  furiously,  and  with  terrific  squalls, 
rain,  hail,  thunder  and  hghtning  at  intcr^-als. 

The  weather  steadily  maintained  this  character, 
without,  1  may  say,  an  hour's  intermission,  until  the 
22nd  of  May,  when  in  lat.  26°.  34'  S..  long.  103°.  28' 
W.,  it  suddenly  fell  calm,  llie  lull  of  the  tempest 
was  of  shoit  duration,  and  it  iippcorcd  to  have  ac- 
quired &csh  power  during  this  temporary  cessation ; 
for  on  the  following  morning,  it  again  blew  with  its 
accustomed  violence,  and  it  was  not  until  the  26th, 
when    we    had  crossed   the  limit   of  the   sonthem 
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Tropic  (Capricorn)  in  long.  100*.  46-  W.,  that  it 
finally  abated.  Next  Hay,  to  our  inexpressible  joy, 
we  found  ourselves  once  more  under  the  influence 
of  the  long  looked  for,  and  now  welcome  aoutli* 
cost  Trade  wind. 

During  this  bad  weather,  that  for  a  period  of 
five  weeks  had  thu3  assailetl  ua,  and  which  for  its 
duration  and  power,  was  quite  unprecedented  to 
the  oldest  of  us,  «c  felt  assured  no  ocean  in  the 
world  ha<l  less  claim  to  the  term  Pacific,  than  the 
one  on  whose  waters  we  had  been  so  ruthlessly 
tossed.  We  had  reason  to  remember  this  part  of 
our  voyage ;  indeed,  it  fonni'd  «  memorable  chapter 
in  our  naval  experience.  It  b  dittirult  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  general  state  of  the  ship  through- 
out this  tr)-ing  jxariod.  The  halrhcs  were,  for 
the  nwst  part,  battened  down,  dead-hglit.t  fitted 
on,  excluding  the  light  from  above — ventilution 
almost  arrested,  and  the  decks  satiu*8tcd  witii  wet, 
tho  sca-watcr  at  times,  l>eing  several  inches  deep 
on  the  lower  deck,  from  the  heavy  seas  which 
incessantly  broke  over  us.  Cascades  of  salt  wi\\ex 
occasionally  made  their  way  through  the  Be%'enil 
creeks  and  crevices  in  tltc  hatchways,  while  the 
piteous  moanings  and  crctLking  of  the  poor  old 
ship's  timbers,  weeping  from  everj-  pore — and  the 
atmosphere  between  dei-ks  londed  with  moisture  and 
noxious  effluvia,  euiauatitig  from  so  many  persons  UeiDg 
congregated  in  a  confined  space,  added  largely  to 
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the  general  discomfort.  Apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained atone  time,  that  we  should  be  driven  on  the  iroa 
bound,  inhoflpitobic  coast  of  south-western  Pittagonia. 

On  Monday,  the  28th  of  April,  a  spar  was  observed 
with  some  rope  attached  floftting  near  us,  with 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  of  it  upright  in  the 
water,  convej'ing  the  idea  of  its  being  maintained  in 
that  |)Osttion  by  some  heavy  mass  attached  to  it  below 
water,  such  as  rope,  or  cordage.  It  had  doubtless 
been  carried  away  Erom  a  sliip  during  the  gale,  or  was 
a  portion  of  a  wreck.  Speculation  was  rife  amongst 
m  as  to  possibilities,  as  we  knew  our  Consort  could 
not  be  far  distant,  and  her  loss  of  a  spar  by  no 
means  tut  improbable  event. 

On  the  night  of  the  2nd  of  May,  a  sail  was 
ol>s<;rved  on  our  weather  beam,  but  it  being 
dark  and  cloudy,  her  fonn  and  distance  could  not  be 
very  accurately  distinguished  with  the  naked  eye. 
With  the  aid  of  a  night  glass,  she  proved  to  be  a 
barque  steering  to  the  eastward,  and  shewed  a  light 
which  we  answered  with  another.  Wc  first  thought  it 
was  '  Enter])rize,'  but  from  the  course  she  was 
purauing,  we  had  reason  to  alter  our  opinion. 

Wo  sustained  considerable  damage  on  oar  upper 
deck  on  the  night  of  the  1 0th,  during  the  raging  of  the 
storm  ;  the  head  aod  waist  hammock  netting  having 
been  carried  away  with  some  other  minor  mischances. 
Tfaese  were  speedily  repaired  as  well  as  our  re- 
sources enabled  \w.  then  to  do. 
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On  the  morning  of  Uie  15th,  u  disaster  similar  to 
that  which  nc  encountered  soon  alter  Ifuving 
England,  agiun  bcfel  tis.  At  0.30  a.u.  (the  Senioi 
lieutenant  being  the  officer  of  tlie  n-atch)  a  squall 
(rom  the  vest-south-west  suddenly  took  the  shiji, 
which  carried  ftway  her  fore  and  main  top  masts,  and 
top  gnllnnt  masts,  together  witii  the  jih«booiu — a 
direful  casualty  under  the  circimistances  of  our 
position.     All  hands   were  suddenly,  to  our  gi-eat 

-amaxemcut,  called  to  shorten  sail  and  clear  the  wreck. 
Luckily  for  us  the  squall  was  of  short  duration,  and 
tlic  wind  subsequently,  for  n  short  time  fell  light. 

The  spiirs  with  the  rigging  attached  were  hang- 
ing over  the  ship's  side,  and  four  of  our  men  in 
their  activity  and  zeal,  had  got  out  on  the  jib- 
boom  before  this  was  carried  away,  (which  it  was 
mbseqiiently  to  the  topiiiasls,)  and  with  it  were 
precipitated  into  the  water — the  ship  pitching  heavily 
at  the  time.  The  cry  of  "  a  man  overboard"  had  its 
usual  thrilling  effect,  when  all  the  crew  were  iu 
inime<1iute  activity  to  save  their  mesamutcs,  the  life- 
buoy was  at  once  let  go,  and  a  boat  nuuined  In 
legs  time  than  I  have  taken  to  narrute  il.  They 
were  found  clinging  tenaciously  to  the  ngging 
attached  to  the  spars,  and  ^vere  soon  picked  up  under 

rthe  bows,  having  fortunately  snstiiined  no  injiu^- ; 
and  hnd  only  the  discomfort  of  their  temporary 
submersion.  Oar  smallest  boat,  the  dingy,  as  it  is 
termed,  was  dispatched  to  recover  the  lUe-buoy  then 
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floating  at  a  short  distnncc  from  tlic  ship.  As  several 
whales  had  appeared  about  the  ship,  uuJ  were  still 
close  to  us,  spouting  Avitb  a  loud  blowing  noise,  their 
graceful  cunes  of  water  into  the  air,  we  became 
somewhat  anxious  for  the  safety  of  tho  little  boat,  as 
one  of  those  huge  monsters  rising  under  her  keel,  or 
a  stroke  of  its  powerful  tail,  would  inevitably  have 
capsized  lier ;  she  regained  us,  however,  iu  safety. 
Dunng  the  remainder  of  the  day,  all  was  bustle  and 
activity  in  repairing  the  damages  of  the  morning. 
Nothing  eould  exceed  the  zeal  with  which  our  men 
worked,  and  before  the  sun  had  taken  his  departure, 
we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  ship  again  under 
sail.  Fortunate,  indeed,  was  this  lull  for  us,  for  within 
twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  the  gale  had  increased 
to  hurrieanic  force,  to  wliicb  we  dared  not  show  a 
stitch  of  canvuss,  nnd  wc  were  driven  at  its  mercy 
under  "  the  bare  poles." 

The  ndmirtsiuus  to  the  8ick  list  had  at  this  time 
undergone  a  considerable  increase,  from  the  almost 
constant  exposure  of  the  men  on  deck  to  the  fury  of 
the  elements.  The  norkiug  the  ship  fnxjucntly  re- 
quiring  llic  whole  strength  of  the  ship's  company, 
and  the  Sick  Ilay  shared  e<iuatly  with  otlier  parts 
of  the  vessel,  in  being  wet,  leaky,  nnd  otherwise  un- 
comfortable :  nor  was  there  any  appearance  from  the 
nature  of  their  diseases,  of  a  diminution  tjiking  place 
in  the  number  until  the  advent  of  more  favourable 
weather.     I  cotdd  not  but  admire  the  fine  spirit  our 
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men  displnycil  nTidcr  the  worst  circumstances,  and  the 
cheerfulness  aud  readiness  with  which  they  e\'er 
obcjfd  the  caU  of  duty  ;  there  was  only  one  feeling 
of  regret  expressed  amongst  thera,  that  the  continuance 
of  the  tempestuons  weather,  might  so  far  delay 
118  in  our  voyage  as  to  prevent  our  reaching  the  ice 
in  time  sufSeient  fornciivu  operations  thtit  season. 

Throughout  the  long  ])eriod  of  these  gales,  the 
storm  birds  were  our  constant  companions,  in 
greater  or  lesser  numbers,  and  in  addition  to  those 
formerly  alluded  to,  we  observed  the  Sooty  Alba- 
tross,  {Diomedea  fuHrjinosa)  and  Fulmar  Petrd  {Pro- 
cellaria  glacialin).  Either  pressed  by  hunger  or 
emboldened  by  the  fury  of  the  storm,  they  flow 
with  wonderful  impetuosity  within  a  few  feet 
of  the  ship ;  darting  almost  with  the  oclority  of 
lightning  at  the  sligtitest  object  thtty  saw  floating  on 
the  water,  and  uttering  that  remarkable  shrill  noise  so 
peculiar  to  the  storm  birds  of  the  ocean.  Fishing 
lines,  with  hooks  baited,  were  in  great  requisition, 
and  were  floated  astern  with  a  piece  of  corkwood 
attached.  These  they  seized  with  voracity,  and  in  this 
way  we  procurL-d  from  time  to  time  many  specimens. 
On  one  occasion,  wc  hooked  one  of  the  loi^e  wondering 
Albatrosses,  and  it  was  quite  wonderful  to  witness 
tlie  instinctive  fccliug  of  self-preservation  which  he 
displayed.  When  conscious  of  being  caught,  he 
immediately  dived,  and  on  rising  with  wings 
expanded    to  their    utmost    extent,    threw    himself 


42 


THE    NOftxn-WEST    FA8SA01C. 


partially  ou  liis  back,  tlicreby  adding  increased  jrower 
to  the  great  aurfacc  of  resistance  presented  to 
our  efforts  in  hauling,  nnd  by  this  means  bont 
the  hook,  which  fiimlly  escaped  fex)m  his  mouth,  and 
was  dmwn  od  board  perfectly  straight.  The  bird 
rose  proudly,  shook  his  head,  and  flapping  bis 
wings  as  if  couscious  of  success  in  the  recent  conflict, 
betook  himself  to  flight. 

Two  of  these  creatures,  which  we  subsequently 
caught,  were  brought  on  board  with  some  diflicul^, 
measured  10  and  1 1  feet  in  the  expanse  of  wings,  and 
weighed  19  and  31  lbs.,  respectively.  They  were  really 
magniSoent  looking  birds ;  the  pi  umngc  was  white,  with 
n  mottled  grey  back,  and  dark  wings — bead  and  legs 
of  a  pink  colour.  They,  together  with  all  the  other 
species  of  the  Petrel  family  that  were  caught,  ejected 
a  large  quantity  of  ycllo^v  oily  matter,  as  if  sickness^ 
had  suddenly  supervened  on  their  change 
element.  Tlie  Sooty  Albatross  is  "  smaller,  andil 
appears  in  flight,  habits,  aud  general  distiuctive 
character  similar  to  its  more  powerful  confrere,  the 
young  bird  of  this  species.  It  has  the  plumage 
tlark  grey  colour  gradually  merging  into  the  darke 
hue  of  the  parent  bird,  with  white  chalk-like  eye 
brows.  We  caught  one,  and  it  also  l>ecanic  sick 
like  the  others  when  brought  on  hoard.  \Vc  only 
lost  their  com]>any  as  we  approached  the  limit* 
of  the  Tropics, 

On  the  22nd  of  May,  m  tot.  26^  34'  S.,  long. 
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I  101°  28'  W.,  the  deep  sea  lead  with  thermometer 
I  attached  was  sent  down  to  the  depth  of  lS5fatliouis, 
l_  when  wc  found  the  temperature  58°  F.,  aiid  again  to 
110  r&thoms,  it  was  65^;  the  tcDiperaturc  at  the  surface 
being  72",  and  that  of  air  71"  F.,  which  might  perhaps 
be  considered  to  establish  the  existence  of  a  deep 
southerly  current  from  the  Antarctic  Ocean. 

During  the  prm-ulfncc  of  bad  weather,  we  found  that 
water  had  found  its  way  into  the  bread-room,  from 
the  constant  straining  and  working  of  the  ship,  and 
soon  as  circumstAoccs  admitted ,  its  contents 
were  brought  on  deck  for  9ur\ey,  when  no  lees  a 
quantity  than  98G  lbs.  was  condemned  as  unfit  for 
use,  and  thrown  overboard.  'I'his  great  loss  woiUd 
have  l)eoii  n  matter  of  serious  eonsideration  liad  it 
occiUTcd  at  a  later  period  of  our  voyage,  but  wo 
.ivere  consoled  with  tlie  knowledge  that  we  shoulil  be 
able  to  supply  the  deficiency  at  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
which  we  subsequently  did. 

It  is  scarrely  posRible  to  describe  with  what  pleasure 
we  hailed  our  rc-approsich  to  the  Tropics,  as  wc  wca« 
wafted  steadily  on  our  course  by  fresh  and  fair  Trade 
breezes  from  the  south-east,  after  the  long  period  of 
bad  wenlhcr  wc  had  lately  experienced,  with  all  its 
attendant  iHscomfurls  and  disasters;  to  say  no- 
thing of  a  dull,  irksome  fct-Jing,  inseparable  from  a 
long  sea  voyage,  that  still  continued  to  be  ours, 
despite  the  cheering  influence  under  which  we 
wended  our    way    to    the   northward.     There    was 
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nothing  present  to  enliven  the  scene,  nothing  broke 
on  the  view,  but  the  broiid  expanse  of  the  placid 
8ca,  with  its  slightly  ruffled  surface  sparkling  in 
the  sunahinc,  except  the  flight  of  the  Flying-Fish, 
the  dash  of  the  Dolphin,  or  the  cronk  of  the 
Phaeton,  &s  he  proudly  soared  aloft  in  nn  atmo- 
spheri;  piu-e  and  serene,  beneath  the  cannpy  of  a 
cloudless  sky.  Enlivening  and  agreeable  as  these 
sights  at  first  were,  their  interest  was  now  gone, 
and  w^  indulged  in  the  hope  that  a  fair  wind  and 
a  crowd  of  canvas  would  soon  bring  us  to  more 
varied  scenes. 

The  Tropic  Birds  were  met  with  nt  n  higher 
latitude  thau  In  the  Alhintic,  we  having  seen  two  on 
the  IStli  May,  in  lat.  27^  50',  long.  97°  48';  and 
from  the  time  we  entered  the  Tropics,  they  were 
seldom  a  day  abtient.  They  are  remarkable  pretty, 
are  about  the  size  of  a  GuU,  and  when  on  the  wing, 
they  utter  a  peculiar  shrill  whistle;  their  plumage  is 
entirely  white,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  black 
surrounding  the  eyes,  and  extending  in  o  delicate 
cifscentic  line  towards  the  back  part  of  the  head; 
the  primaries,  or  larger  wing  fuathcra,  arc  also  tipped 
with  block.  The  toil  feathers  ore  exceedingly 
pretty,  two  are  prolonged  from  it*  centre,  varying 
in  length  from  G  to  10  inches,  of  a  most  delicate 
pink  colour,  wliich  contrasts  beimtifully  with  the 
satiny  lustre  of  its  snow-white  plumage.  In  the 
young  birds  I  obsened  but  one,  the  other  could  be 
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on  examination  shooting  forth  from  its  parent 
nucleus.  The  feet  anil  legs  are  short,  uud  the  wings 
long,  rendering  the  creature  capnble  of  vcrj'  piolongeU 
flight.  In  confirniMtion  of  this,  I  inay  state,  that  on 
examining  the  stomach  of  ono  I  found  it  to  contain 
nothing  but  a  few  small  masses  of  blue  clay,  the 
existeoce  of  which  appeared  very  strange,  as  we 
were  at  tho  time  3UUU  mites  distant  from  the 
South  American  coast,  and  about  GOO  milea  from  the 
DdOCflt  island. 

On  the  2Gth  of  May,  on  entering  the  Tropics,  we 
laped  a  course  for  the  Sandwich  Island,  Owhycc, 
"which  then,  bore  N.  63°  W.  4140  miles  distant,  and 
from  that  date  continued  to  make  uninterruptedly 
good  progress  until  it  was  reached,  carrying  every 
stitch  of  CQDvaa  it  vras  possible  to  crowd  on  the 
sliip.  Under  circmnstauces  so  favourable,  we  made  an 
avenge  daily  Rpccd  of  upwards  of  100  miles,  and  on 
one  occasion  186  miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  the 
greatest  performance  the  slow  sailing  'Investigator' 
^evcr  made. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  we  crossed  the  Kquator  for 
the  second  time  in  tho  space  of  three  months,  in  long. 
131"  W.  "but  without  meeting  with  that  heavy  rain  and 
tlic  other  atmospheric  changes  I  had  occasion  to 
notice  in  the  Atlimtic ;  tho  wcatlicr  being  beautifully 
clear  and  serene. 

When  ten  miles  south  of  the  Line,  I  was  surprised 
to  sec  a  solitary  little  Storm  Petrel,  fluttering  about 
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tlic  sliip  in  8  Stat*  of  apparent  exhaustion.  I  hoped 
it  would  have  sought  a  refuge  ou  bo:irti,  but  in  vain, 
OS  it  was  800D  lost  to  view.  What  could  have  brought 
the  poor  thing  so  far  ironi  the  usual  regions  of  its 
abode,  it  appears  difficult  to  conceive,  as  this  could  not 
then  be  attributed  to  the  force  of  the  wind,  which 
bad  been  long  light. 

On  the  19tli  and  20th,  we  were  favoured  with 
heavy  rain — as  anxiously  looked  for  and  welcomed  as 
on  former  occasions — the  wind  at  the  same  time 
having  freshened  and  become  variable  with  occasional 
squalls;  and  on  tlic  23rd  we  were  gratified  by  feel- 
ing the  influence  of  the  north-east  Trade,  in  lat.  8°. 
14'  N.,  long.  139^  56'  W  My  observations  on  the 
temperature  of  air  and  water,  did  not  vaiy  very 
materially  honi  those  niade  in  the  Atlantic.  I 
remarked,  however,  that  they  were  both  one  degree 
higher  than  we  had  registered  on  any  former  occasion, 
when  five  degrees  north  of  the  Kquator. 

At  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  June  the  29th, 
the  joyful  report  of  hind  was  proclaimed  from  the 
ma8t-he«d,  which  soon  brought  us  on  deck.  The 
snow-covered  "Mooa  Roo,"  in  the  island  of 
Owhyee,  could  be  faintly  discerned  in  the  disiunoe, 
and  most  gladly  was  it  gazed  on  by  us  all. 
although  the  island  was  still  forty  miles  distaut.  As 
we  approached  the  land,  this  lofty  mountain,  the 
height  of  which  is  about  1 500  feet,  presented  a  very 
fine,  picturesque  appearance,  for  as  the  day  advanced 
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the  sun's  rays  grndonlly  dispelled  tlic  mist  that 
enshrouded  it,  through  which  its  conical  tops  now 
'peered,  disclosing  tUuir  high  lands  in  thp  purest 
snow-white  garb,  and  beautifully  reflecting  the  scorch- 
ing rays  that  illumined  the  chilling  loveliness  of 
the  scene. 

This  island  is  of  a  purely  volcanic  charact-cr,  as  was 
fully  evidenced  by  its  general  aspect.  It  is  of  great  ex- 
tent as  we  continued  to  run  along  its  coast  the  entire 
day,  and  night  did  not  free  ns  front  its  boundaries. 

I  cannot  express  the  delightful  feelings  with  which 
we  viewed  the  land,  after  a  sea  voyage  of  upwards  of 
15,000  miles,  and  as  the  ship  continuefl  to  near  the 
port,  our  impatience  and  anxiety  evidently  increased. 

On  the   following  day,  Sunday,   80th,  the  other 

islands  of  the  group  came  into  view,  Mowee  and 

Morotoi,  both  of  which  were  grand    and  lofty  in 

their  general  outline,  and  truly  picturesque.     Deep 

[gorges  and  vullcys,  in  whicli  we  observed  numerous 

Suts,  interrupted   the  continuity  presented   by  the 

3old  pn?cipitous  coast  line  which  the  eastern  aspect  of 

these  islands  presented,  both  of  which  were  of  volcanic 

origin.     Judging  from  appi-aranoes,  these  goi^es  and 

valleys  are  quite  secludctl   ami  iHoIated  from   each 

other,  walled  in,  as  it  were,  by  the  lofty  mountains 

which  surrounded  them ;   apparently  tliey  were  well 

cultivated,  and  the  huts  comfortable  and  commodious. 

We  were  favoured  with  the  agreeable  siglit  of  a 

fellow  voyager,  for'the  linit  time^  I  may  say,  since 
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leaving  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  with  whom  we  ex- 
chnnged  colours.  She  proved  to  bp  an  Aiiicriean,  and, 
liivo  ourselves,  bound  for  the  Island  of  Oahu, 
which  was  visible  at  sunset,  but  as  night  soon 
afterwards  closed  in,  the  ship  \\»a  hove  to,  to  await 
for  a  pilot. 

From  the  time  -we  approached  these  islands,  we 
observed  the  Flying-Fish  more  numerous,  Jn  greater 
shoals,  and  larger  than  wo  had  at  any  time  before 
seen  them ;  they  were  Hkewise  difiercut  in  colour, 
being  of  a  reddish  brown.  Several  flew  on  board, 
ouv  was  uo  less  tbau  sixteen  inches  in  length. 

At  4  A.M.,  on  the  morning  of  the  lat  of  -Inly,  wc 
mode  all  sail  for  tho  harbour  of  Ilouclidu,  and 
aflcr  firing  two  signal  guns,  a  pilot  came  on  board. 
"NVe  much  regretted,  owing  to  wind  and  tide  he 
could  not  then  take  us  into  harbour,  and  were,  there- 
fore, obliged  to  anchor  in  the  roads,  outside  the  roefa, 
where  we  found  several  merchant  vessels,  and  the 
Frtnch  oon'ctte  '  Mayonnaise, '  whttse  gallant  Captain 
pcditely  sent  an  officer  on  board,  immediately  we  had 
aiichored,  with  offers  of  assistance  and  congratulations 
on  our  arrival  We  had  previously  exchanged  num- 
bers with  H.M.  Brig,  '  Swift,'  at  anchor  in  the 
harbour. 

Our  firet  enquiry  was  for  our  consort  '  Knterprize,* 
whom  we  learned,  with  deep  regret,  liad  only  left  on 
the  morning  preceding  for  the  North,  having  arrived 
here  on  the  ^&th   of  June,  and  after  replenishing 
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provisions,  stores,  &c.,  her  Captain,  not  considering  it 
prudynt    U>   wait  longer  for  ns,  pr<>ccode(l  to  sua. 
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instructions  for  our  gimlmicc  with  the 
senior  officer,  Captain  Aidhani,  of  the  '  Swift.'  No 
time  was  therefore  lost  in  making  the  necessary 
prcpamtioiis  for  following  her. 

The  appcoTUDcc  of  the  ishind  of  Oahu  as  we  a|>- 
proncUed,  .was  like  the  olhei-s,  of  volcanic  origin, 
picturesque  and  beautiful,  intersected  by  valleys 
and  gorges,  but  skirted  by  low  sandy  plains,  on  one  of 
vhich  the  flourishing  town  of  Honolulu  is  situated. 

These  volleys  are  clothed  in  the  richest  verdare, 
and  yield  bananas,  cocoa>nut$,  wutcr-nielons, 
bread-fruit,  and  every  vnricty  of  otlier  trupical  fruit 
in  grtrat  abundance.  There  is  a  remarkable  looking 
mountain  situated  Bouth-cast  of  the  town,  and,  from 
its  shape  and  isolation,  standing  alone  on  the  plain 
close  to  the  beach,  the  name  of  "  Diamond  Island" 
has  been  given  to  it.  From  its  formation,  it  is 
likewise  the  product  of  igneous  agency.  The  lower 
two  thirds  are  fonncd  of  distinct  volcanic  cones,  on 
which  is  super-impoHcd  a  stratifitid  deposition  which 
forms  its  ui)pcr  third^-cvidcntly  a  aul>sidcnce  fmm 
water,  when  the  volcanic  cones  shot  through  the  bed 
of  the  ocean,  or  deposited  after  they  had  been  fonncd  ; 
but  in  either  case,  long  previous  to  their  acquiring 
terrestrial  exisU^nce. 

At  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd,  we  got 
under  weigh,  an<l  proceeded  to  the  entrance  of  the 
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tarbour,  where  wo  were  safely  warped  by  the 
natives ;  ami  aDchoreil.  This  is  narrow  and  dan- 
gerous, as  sand-banks  nin  out  on,  either  side  on 
which  we  saw  the  remains  of  several  ships 
that  had,  i>crhaps,  journeyed  far  over  the  globe, 
only  to  dtposit  their  timbers  here.  On  enter- 
ing the  narrow  channel,  an  acute  angle  most 
be  rounded,  which,  in  certain  states  of  the  wind, 
18  attended  with  danger.  It  is  tlicn  that  the 
warps,  having  been  previously  laid  out,  are  seized 
by  the  natives,  who,  in  great  numbers  rush  into 
the  water,  and  by  the  united  power  of  their 
muscular  frames,  ships  arc  warped  in  safety  to 
their  anchorage. 

No  time  was  lost  in  replenishing  stores  and  provi- 
sions, and  making  all  other  necessary  preparations  for 
ogaiu  proceeding  to  sea.  Captain  Aldlium  and  his 
fine,  noble-hearted  erew  cheerfully  lent  tis  every 
assistance,  which  enabled  us  (o  allow  our  met)  leave 
to  go  on  shore  and  enjoy  themselves  after  their  own 
fashion,  for  they  had  earned  eveiy  indulgence  that 
could  be  granted  to  them,  by  their  exemplary  and 
admirable  conduct.  \Vc  commenced  a  thorough 
exploration  of  the  island,  and  mounted  on  very  in- 
different horses,  soon  cxliaustcd  "  the  lions"  of  the 
place  from  end  to  end. 

Honolulu  lia.<i  lost  almost  everything  pertaining  to 
its  ancient  character,  laws  and  customs,  and  wears 
now  an  aspect  truly  mongrel,  half  native,  half  foreign. 
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Tlie  government  is  vestecT  in  the  King  and  his  minis- 
ters ;  the  latter  were,  1  think,  with  a  solitary  exception, 
ctiosen  irom  t)ic  MissiuiiiLries  who  appear  to  exercise 
sovcjpuign  power  in  the  ialaud  ;  the  exception  being 
tltat  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflairs,  (Mr.  Wylic,) 
wlio  is,  I  believe,  a  Scotchman,  l^ej'  nearly  all 
belong  to  a  branch  of  the  Boston  Missionaiy 
Society,  and  shame  to  our  country  be  it  told,  there 
waa  not  at  this  time  a  single  13ntitih  missiDnary  in 
the  entire  group  of  Sandwich  Islands.  AJl  the  good 
work  for  the  spiritual,  and  it  would  also  appear  for 
the  temporal  welfuro  of  the  people^  has  been  ac- 
complished by  the  zealous  labours  of  the  citizens  of 
a  country,  to  ^vhich  these  islands  may  not  improbably, 
at  a  period  perhaps  not  distant,  own  their  allegiance. 
I  was  certainly  surprificd  to  fiiid  that  this  fine  group  of 
islands  daily  grouing  in  importance,  &om  the  geogra- 
phical position  they  occupy  on  the  gbbe — situated  as 
they  arc  on  the  direct  highway  between  Asia  and 
America,  and  ttu-uugh  the  latter  to  Kiuope — which  oun 
Great  Britain  as  their  protector,  and  carry  her  Union 
Jack  in  (he  upper  canton  of  tlicir  flag,  were  then  so  en- 
tirely under  Ainerican  influence,  while  the  number  of 
actirc  and  enterprising  adventurers  from  the  States 
(kr  exceed  those  of  any  other  nation.  They  certainly 
demand  more  of  our  fowtcriug  cure  and  protcclioii, 
otherwise  the  "Meteor  Flag"  may  in  time  be  supplanted 
by  the  "Stars and  Stripes"  of  the  New  World. 
There  were  a  great  number  of  shipB  in  the  harbour, 
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many  of  them  whalers,  which  resort  hither  from  their 
cruising  ground  in  the  north,  to  refit  and  recnut 
the  health  of  their  crews.  The  majority  of  the 
others  were  traders  chiefly  engaged  in  the  c«ny- 
ing  trade  between  China  and  California.  About 
the  principal  wharves  there  is  a  great  bustle — vessels 
nre  in  proro«s  of  tuking  in  cargo,  and  discliarging ; 
passeugers  bound  for  California  are  congregated  in 
groups ;  numbi^rs  of  the  nntivca  are  employed, 
whose  harsh,  discordant  sounds  of  voice,  by  no 
means  added  to  the  tranquiUity  of  the  scene. 

Trade  ts  very  brisk  not  only  with  these  plncea,  but, 
with  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  during  the  pre- 
vious twelve  mouths,  it  had  increnscd  to  a  wonderful 
degree.  In  consequence  of  which,  tlie  call  for 
native  produce  far  exceeds  the  supply,  and  it 
would  appear  that  the  resources  of  the  islands  were 
unequal  to  meet  the  heaviness  of  the  demand,  I 
was  informed  that  the  prices  of  articles  of  eveiy 
description  had  risen  a  hundred  per  cent.,  within  a 
few  mouths.  English,  American,  and  European 
manufactures  and  protluee  can  be  procuied  with 
facility,  but  at  an  enormous  price.  The  markets 
arc  poorly  supplied  fiom  the  rapidity  with  which 
things  are  bouglit  up ;  fruit  and  fish  even  are 
scarce  ^m  the  same  caose.  and  exorbitantly  high  in 
price. 

There  are  many  very  fine  booses  in  the  town 
and  neighliourliood   belonging  to  mercliants   of  the 
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pincc,  built  apparently  with  great  regarti  to  comfort 
and  coolness.  The  native  buts  arc  numerous,  and 
fonned  of  a  wooiteii  frame-work  well  put  together, 
and  densely  thatched  with  straw,  that  renders  them 
not  only  cool,  but  likewise  impervious  to  ruin ;  they 
generally  possess  but  one  apartment,  on  the  floor 
of  which  mats  arc  spread,  where  the  occupants  eat, 
drink,  and  sleep.  The  natives  appear  a  fine  atlJetic 
race,  well  fortucd,  tall  and  muscular,  erect  in  tbcir 
gwt,  and  of  a  dark  brown  or  copper  colour.  I  believe, 
tbey  enjoy  a  great  immunity  from  those  direftd 
evils,  that  dvilization  frequently  caniea  in  her 
train,  and  which  have  contribvited  largely  to  tlie 
degeneration  of  the  natives  of  many  of  the  more 
Southern  islands  in  the  Paeific.  They  arc  clad,  for 
the  most  part,  in  a  modified  style  of  Kuropcan 
dress,  of  light  fabric  suitable  to  the  climate,  consist- 
ing of  short  trousors  and  shirt;  but  iti  the  coun- 
try Inith  are  frequently  dispensed  with,  and  the 
"  uiaro"  substituted  ;  a  hat  being  often  worn  with 
it,  as  if  to  supply  the  want  of  other  portious  of  dress, 
and  this  apparently  imparts  great  dignity  to  the 
t  wearer. 

They  are  uniformly  civil,  courtcoua,  and  obliging, 
many  instances  of  which  I  had  an  op[)orttmity  of 
nug  in  my  rides  through  the  island ;  for  it 
not  unfreqiiontly  hap|>cncd  to  myself  and  companions, 
where  roads  did  not  abound,  that  we  went  astray. 
Tbis  was  no  sooner  observed,  than  we  could  dis* 
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ccm  a  lifrhtly  clad  guide  hastening  over  the  pluin  to 
our  assistance. 

These  remarks  aro  equally  applicable  to  the  women, 
on  whose  beauty  I  regret  to  say  I  cannot  bestow  un- 
qualified praise  ;  nor  on  their  dress,  a  long  loose  robe 
drawn  closely  at  the  neck  and  extending  down  to  the 
feet — -this  is,  1  believe,  the  only  garment  woni,  and  was 
generally  made  of  printed  cotton  of  gay  colours,  into 
wliich  ycUow  entered  largely.  This  appeared  to  me, 
as  they  evidently  thought  themselves  also,  the  tint 
most  becoming  to  their  complexion ;  other  articles  of 
dress  ore,  of  course,  superadded  according  to  the  wealth 
and  position  of  the  individual.  They  are  exceedingly 
fond  of  dress,  and  love  to  display  lionnets  gaily  decked 
with  ribbons.  Veils  and  umbrellas  arc  uUo  articles  much 
coveted,  and  worn  even  by  some  of  tlie  poorest  class, 
who  moke  great  soerilices  tu  obtain  them,  while  their 
huts  aflbrded  ample  e\idence  of  poverty  and  want. 
I'rom  the  abundance  of  horses,  they  may  be  frequently 
seen  mounted  and  riding  like  the  men,  which  liad 
rather  a  curious  appcamucc  ;  on  these  oocasions  I  lo* 
marked  the  dress  was  prolonged  for  some  tUstauce  over 
each  foot,  funning  a  sort  of  miniature  habit  on  cither 
side.  The  higher  orders  of  females  were  generally 
attended  by  a  female  ser\'ant  similarly  cnparisoncd. 

They  are  under  reiy  severe  missionary  discipline, 
and  the  sa^'agc  "  taboo"  is  extensively  in  force,  with 
the  laudable  view,  I  believe,  of  promoting  a  high 
stiutdard  of  niurality  in  the  islands ;  but  «s  far  aa  1 
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could  ascertain,  this  rigour  not  only  defeats  its 
"  purpose,  but  tends  lai^ely  to  promote  nnd  foster  a 
great  amount  of  secret  siu  and  infoniy,  which  are  tlie 
wont  of  evils.  The  absurd  laws  then  in  force  aim 
^  to  establish  such  a  moral  code,  as  exists  amongst 
DO  people  on  the  fitce  of  tlic  earth,  and  this  is 
largeir  and  secretly  violated  by  those  who  arc 
obliged  openly  to  profess  it,  uuder  fear  of  the  paius 
and  penalties  its  violation  entails. 

I  may  here  &<li1uco  an  instance  of  some  of  the 
idwurd,  puritanical  laws  wliich  exist — the  use 
of  wind  and  spirits,  is  totally  prohibited,  under 
pain  of  being  denied  the  rites  of  baptism,  and  other 
privileges  pertaining  to  the  Christian  religion;  and 
I  was  informed  that  n  respectable  American  meichant 
was  anxiously  looking  out  for  the  arrival  of  a  British 
man-of-war,  bearing  a  chaplain,  that  ho  might  bavo 
his  child,  then  many  months  old,  l>aptised — a  rite  the 
clcrg^'roen  of  his  own  church  had  refused,  because  he 
allowed  wine  to  be  drunk  in  his  bouse.  Such  is  a 
8]iecimcn  of  the  missionury  code,  and,  for  the  good 
of  the  couimumly,  the  odvancemeut  of  that  Holy 
religion,  of  which  the  law-makers  are  miuisters,  the 
sooner  it  is  repealed  the  better. 

Amongst   tlie  pleusaut   rides  this   island   affords, 

one  is  doserviiig  mention,  uo  less  from  its  beauty  than 

I      its  historical  Interest.     It  is  through  the  delightful 

I      find  picturesque   valley,    that    rises  with  a   gentle 

I     asG«Dt  to  the  westward  of  the  town,  and  iutersects 
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tlie  lofty  chain  of  moniitaiua  extending  from  end  to 
end  of  the  island,  whose  towering  proportions  impart 
much  grandeur  and  beauty  to  the  scenery.  They  are 
wooded  to  their  fluunnits,  and  the  laxnrinnco  of  the 
foliage  and  richue^  of  the  vcrdiu'c,  prosent<:d  a  truly 
beautiful  appearance,  as  the  rays  of  a  departing  sun, 
fulling  ou  its  irregular  surlacfi  bad  from  the  effects  of 
light*and  shade,  revealed  to  view  the  most  varied  tints 
of  the  ricbetit  green.  In  the  valley,  )md  e^tcuding  up 
the  sides  of  the  mountaui,  are  the  summer  resi- 
dences of  tlie  King,  and  of  the  missionaries  imd 
merchants  of  Honolulu;  all  prettily  situated,  where 
the  mango,  banana  and  palm,  with  every  other  variety 
of  tropical  produce,  luxuriantly  abomid.  Tlic  mansion 
of  the  King  is  a  plain  quiet  looking  house,  with  no 
particular  indication  of  its  being  a  Itoyul  residence. 
Those  of  the  missionaries  have  all  a  subBtontiol 
comfortable  appeanmce,  wbich  togetlior  wUli  their 
well  stockeil  farms,  afford  anotlier  illustration  of 
their  living  in  the  enjoyioeut  of  the  fat  of  tho 
land. 

This  valley  abruptly  terminates  in  a  ledge  of  high, 
nearly  perpendicolar  rocks.  About  five  miles  linm  the 
town,  a  winding  path  descended  to  a  rich  plain  below, 
skirUng  on  the  western  side  the  longitudinal  range 
of  mountains,  and  corresponding  to  that  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  island,  whose  shores  were  washed 
by  tlie  sea  about  n  mile  distant  from  where  we 
were  standing. 
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A  few  huts  were  intersiiersed  through  the  plain, 
and  aruiuid  tlieui  reig;tied  uti  air  of  quietude  und 
repose,  delightful  to  conteiiipUte.  The  high  rocks  on 
which  we  stood  were  claasic  ground,  for  there  the  last 
battle  was  fought  that  pUced  the  Sovereignt)*  of 
this,  and  the  other  islands  of  the  group,  in  the 
bunds  of  the  ancestor  of  the  preacut  king,  {liia  grand- 
father. Katuehmueho,)  and  at  the  base  of  the  rock  nmy 
still  be  seen  the  boocs  of  the  gallant  dufeudcrs,  now 
vhitened  by  years  of  long  exposure. 

Tlio  stor)'  ia  told  that  when  the  invader  landed, 
he  was  met  by  the  natives  in  great  numlKtrs  on  the 
plain  of  Honolulu,  who  then.!  gave  battle,  Tliey 
were  ultimately  obliged  to  retreat  up  the  valley  I 
hare  mcntionc<l,  galhintly  defending  their  soil  as  they 
retired,  until  they  reached  its  top,  where  they  niadc 
a  last  Hnal  stand,  but  were  utterly  vam|uishcd ;  the 
conquerors  driving  them  over  the  rocks  into  the  prc- 
cipiec  Iwncftth,  and  left  few,  if  any,  to  n«ord  their 
disaster,  or  tell  how  their  Uhind  liad  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  invaders, 

King  Konielmmcha  III  now  rules,  or  rother  is 
ruled  by  the  missionaries,  and  they  have  no  doubt 
done  much  in  fonuer  yeiirs  for  the  countiy  and 
its  inhabitants;  It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  to  be  hoped, 
that  a  more  enlightened  system  of  legtshitioii  will 
tsooii  prevail. 

During   our  stay,   I  heiurd  tliat  au  old  wouaii 
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survived  in  arempte  part  of  the  island,  who  orij^inaliy 
belonged  to  Owbycc.  She  \\m\  n  clciir  recollection 
of  the  death  of  Captain  Couk,  and  could  narrate  the 
circumstftnce  with  great  accuracy.  I  regretted  much 
that  time  did  not  enable  me  to  visit  her. 

It  was  gratifying  to  witness  the  preat  enjoyment 
onr  men  appeared  to  experience  in  tiiclr  short  run 
on  shore ;  they  were  to  be  seen  everywhere,  some 
mounted  on  horseback,  others  running  along  the 
road  in  expectation  of  their  turn  to  ride.  AU, 
I  behcve,  had  more  or  less  violated  the  existing 
missionary  laws,  and  a  few  gave  unniistakeablo 
evidence  of  indulgence  in  fluids  stronger  than  water. 
It  was  only  wonderful  no  casualties  occurred,  from 
tlic  fearful  pace  at  which  they  galloped  through  the 
country. 

Nothing  coutd  exceed  the  fineness  of  the  weather 
during  our  stay,  and  although  the  tenipeniture 
varied  from  75°  to  80°,  yet  from  the  uniform 
regidarity  and  steadiness  of  the  refreshing  sea 
breeze,  the  heat  w^os  by  no  means  oppressive — ^tlie 
insular  position  of  these  islands  tending  so  much  to 
modify  the  eflccta  of  the  high  temperature  which 
geiKmlly  prevails.  Prom  all  the  information  I  cotrid 
collwt,  the  climate  may  be  pronounced  a  salubrious 
and  <ieliglitfu]  one,  as  evidenced  in  the  high  »titnil(Lrd 
of  health  enjoyed  by  its  inhabitants,  and  the  degree 
of  longevity  generally  attained. 
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On  the  3rd,  H.M.  Brigantinc  '  Cockatrice*  arrived 
from  Mazatlaii — the  AdniinU  having  very  kindly 
dispatched  her  with  the  lutcst  letters  nnd  dispatches 
from  England ;  bnt  as  few  of  the  former  were  received, 
we  assumed  they  had  been  sent  on  to  Valparaiso,  in 
the  hope  of  meeting  us  there.  We  had  originally 
uitj.'ndcft  to  call  at  that  jmrt  on  oiu:  way  to  the  nortb- 
wanl ;  Ijnt  as  our  passage  lind  been  so  much  delayed 
from  the  bad  weather  we  experienced,  the  idea  was 
abandoned. 

On  the  evening  of  thia  day,  we  had  nearly  com- 
pleted our  work,  and  contmacd  unintcrriiptediy 
throughout  tlie  night  making  preparations  for  our 
expected  departure  next  day.  All  participated  in  the 
feeling  of  anxiety  that  no  time  should  bo  lost,  as 
we  luul  heard  that  Captain  CoUinson  had  expressed 
his  intention,  (indeed  his  orders  to  us  were  to  that 
effect,  as  we  learned  subsequently,)  to  take  the '  Plm'cr* 
into  the  ice  with  him,  in  the  event  of  our  not  rt'oching 
Behring's  Stniit  in  time.  This  iotelligeuoe  was 
received  with  manifest  dissatisfaction — nor  could  we 
understand  why  we,  who  wero  all  volunteers  for 
service  in  the  ice,  should  be  tlius  thrown  aside  to 
remain  in  listless  inactivity,  while  others  would 
assume  the  place  in  this  philanthropic  service  we 
ooutd  not  concede  to  any,  and  which  it  was  our 
undcubted  privilege  to  occupy. 

Had  a  stimulus  been  required  for  increased  exertion, 
it  was  at  this  time  present ;  and  a  general  dctcrmi- 
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nation  wa8  taken,  without  our  then  exactly  seeing  the 
mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  carried  out,  that  Behring's 
Strait  must  be  reached  in  the  proper  time,  to  prevent 
what  we  all  individually  and  collectively  would  have 
considered  a  misfortune  no  less  heavy  than  unde- 
served— our  being  debarred  from  taking  our  proper 
place  in  prosecuting  the  search  for  Franklin  and  his 
brave  associates. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Departure  from  ITonnltila — Completion  of  Stores  And   Provi- 
rnoriB,  and    facilities  afforded — Orders  of  Captain   ColUiuon 

—  Hid  intended  Route  —  Valuable  iatelU^cnce  receired 
TCipeMing  the  Wind*  —  Adoption  of  it  and  waceaa  which 
followed  —  Incidents  and  Events  —  Enter  th«  Temperate 
ZofW  —  Progresa,  Sonndinga,  &c.  —  CiurenM  —  Change  of 
Temperature — Pass  U)«  AleDtian  Islands,  and  enter  the  Kamt- 
KliAlka  8c»— S4-«  Birds— First  Seal  neeo — Gofe'a  Ulatid, 
Currents  and  Temperature  —  IJifficultiei  of  Nattgaliuti  — 
■Weather — King's  Island — Sonndinga — Pas*   BeKring's  Strait 

.  ^Oonthe  Arctic  Circle — Incidents — Whalea — Tcmpcraluro 
of  Air  and  Water — Steer  for  Cape  Lisbume — bsue  Warm 
Clothing — Meet  the  •  I'lover' —  UnfavourabUj  Report  of 
the  lee — IiicidcnU  —  Crow's  Nest — Cape  Liebume — fiinb, 
Drift-wood,  &c.— U.M.S.  'Ilonild' — Non-arriTal  of 'EnUr- 
price' — Determination  to  enter  the  Ice  alone — Aspect  of  tb« 
Cape — Object  of  Visiting  it — Signal  from  '  Herald'— Probable 
position  of  'Enterprizo'  —  Part  company  with  'Herald' — 
Admiralty  Orders  to  keep  Company^  Proceed  to  the  North 

—  Betiectiotis  —  Value  of  two  Ships  in  Polar  Nangatioa — 
Weather— Snoset. 


On  the  4th  of  July,  the  last  portion  of  otir  provisions 
and  stock  waa  taken  on  board.  Wc  foilcil  in  obtain- 
ing an  ample  supply  of  fresh  meat,  owing  to  several 
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bullocks  having  been  drowned  in  attempting  to  land 
tlicm  from  one  of  the  native  boats,  and  our  stock  was 
consequeDtly  reduced  to  one  bullock  and  twelvesheep. 
The  supply  of  fruit  and  vegetables  v?os  likewise  sliort, 
from  the  scarcity  consequent  on  the  briskness  of 
demand.  It  consisted  of  water-melons,  bananas, 
pmupkins,  cabbages,  and  other  fruits  and  vegetables ; 
but  we  could  not  then  procure  a  single  cocoa-nut, 
abundant  as  they  are  on  the  islands,  all  having  been 
bought  up  a  few  days  before. 

The  ship  was  again,  therefore,  much  crowded, 
eveiy  available  spot  occupied  above  and  below,  as 
we  had  completed  provisions  for  three  years,  and 
nothing  further  remained  to  detain  us.  For  the 
rapidity  with  which  we  were  thus  equipped  and  made 
ready  for  sea,  wc  were  much  indebted  to  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  merchants,  and  the  kind  and  able 
assistance  we  received  from  the  Consid-General  Mil- 
ler, Captain  Aldham  anfi  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  '  Swift.'  I  am  sure  the  latter  gallant  and  es- 
timable officer,  should  these  pages  ever  meet  his  eye, 
will  not  readily  forget  the  visit  of  the  '  Investigator,' 
and  the  circumstances  which  led  to  his  acquaintance 
with  her  officers. 

At  6  P.M.,  on  a  lovely  July  evening,  the  '  Investi- 
gator '  was  again  inider  weigh,  and  standing  out  to 
sea,  with  tlie  same  light  and  fair  breeze  which  had 
brought  us  to  om-  anchorage,  steering  a  course  to  the 
north-west. 
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I  may  here  pause  to  mention  a  circumstiince  tliat, 
above  all  others,  exereiaed  the  most  important  in- 
fluence OQ  our  future  destiny,  and  which  was  mainly 
instnimentn]  towards  making  the  Discovery  Uiut  dis- 
tinguished this  Expedition. 

The  orders  of  Ca])taLU  CoUinson  stated  his  inten- 
tion to  run  down  in  the  latitude  of  the  Trade- 
vinds,  until  he  reached  the  nteridian  of  174*' E.,  in 
the  expectation  of  there  meeting  with  westerly  winds, 
[that  he  expected  would  carry  him  clear  of  the 
Alcutiim  group  of  islands  into  Itehring's  Strait. 
This  being  the  course  generally  pursued  and  recom- 
mended by  former  voyagers,  and  which  we,  no  doubt, 
should  also  have  followed,  had  a  fortunate  circum- 
atance  not  orcurreii  to  prevent  it. 

On  the  day  previous  to  our  leaving  Honolulu,  we 
beard  from  the  intelligent  captain  of  a  merchant  ship 
(I  think  an  American)  who  had  just  arrived  in  har- 
bour, and  who  had  had  much  experience  in  navi- 
gating the  seas  to  the  northward,  that  ho  had  met 
with  nothing  but  e-asterly  winds  for  some  weeks, 
which  were  the  prevailing  winds  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  and  he  strongly  adviseil  us,  instead  of 
following  the  course  1  have  mentioned  above,  to 
Bteer  direct  to  the  northward.  This  he  tdd  me 
and  several  other  officers,  at  one  of  the  hotels 
where  wc  met  him,  and  ho  was  most  cnoi^ctic  ia 
denouncing  the  folly  of  pursuing  any  other  course. 
I  am  sorry  that  1  am  not  in  {Ktsscsston  of  the  nantc 
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of  tilis  fine  uitelligcnt  oKl  sdilor,  to  enable  me 
to  record  it,  thnt  he  might  be  awnrc  of  the 
important  results  thnt  followed  the  adoption  of  his 
advice. 

On  the  following  day,  the  5th,  we  liod  finally 
got  clear  of  the  most  northerly  of  the  isliinds, 
and  pursuing  the  counsel  we  had  received,  had 
shaped  a,  direct  course  1x>  the  north-west  for  the 
Aleutian  island  of  Atoka,  which  then  bore  N.  72^ 
W.  1790  miles  distant.  We  had  thus  entered  on 
nearly  the  last  stage  of  our  voyage  under  very 
favourable  circumstances,  much  rcfi-cshcd  by  our 
recent  visit  to  these  loffely  islands.  We  wers 
in  excellent  health  and  in  high  spirits  from  the 
iutelligenoe  we  had  bat  lately  received,  and 
were  now  acting  upon,  in  ardent  expectation  of 
reaching  the  scene  of  our  future  labours  in  good 
time. 

Before  leaving  the  Sandiivich  Islands,  I  took  ad< 
vantage  of  the  lust  opportunity  I  expected  to  have, 
to  invaUdc  three  men  as  unfit  for  the  service  of  tlie 
Expedition,  but  who  would  be  quite  available  for  the 
ordinary  duties  of  general  service ;  and  they  were 
discharged  into  the  '  Swift  *  for  passage  to  Valparaiso. 
Their  places  were  filled  up  by  three  voUmtcers, 
two  from  the  '  Cockatrice,'  and  one  from  a  mer- 
chant ship.  The  general  state  of  health  of  the  crew 
was  excellent,  although  several  admissions  to  thtt 
sick  list  had  token  place  since  our  departure,   but 
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with  affectioTis  of  no  greater  iniportuncc  than  those 
'generally  resultiiig    from  sailor's    iiidlscrctions    on 
shore. 

Ou  the  6th,  we  finally  quitted  the  bnliny  regions  of 
the  Tropics  in  long.  100"  10'  W.,  and  again  entered 
tiic  northern  Temiwratc  Zouc  with  a  fine  fresh  breeze 
from  the  N.E.  which  bore  us  steadily  ouward,  our 
Hpc«d  avemgiiig  each  jucixssivo  day  considerably 
upwards  of  u  hundred  miles. 

As  we  continued  our  northerly  advance,  the  tem- 
'peratare  of  air  aad  water  sensibly  diminished,  the 
atmosphere  gradually  lost  its  pure,  serene  chuructcr, 
and  became  dense  aud  foggj',  but  the  wind  remuim-d 
still  steadily  in  our  favour,  oecasioually  varyiug  a  point 
or  tno,  but  fully  verifying  the  intelligence  we  liad 
previously  received.  The  fog  was  on  several  days  so 
dense  that  wu  were  unable  to  obtain  a  meridiuu 
altitude  of  the  sun,  nor  could  uu  object  be  seen  any 
twnsideniblc  distance  ahcjtd  of  the  ship  ;  but  wc  still 
held  sti^adUv  on  our  course.  On  the  10th,  our 
observations  told  us  of  our  near  approach  to  land ; 
several  flocks  of  ducks  and  other  lyirds  were  seen, 
whiclt  afibnied  us  corroltorative  indications.  The 
deep  8ca  lead  was  sent  down  with  Ihertuomcter  to  the 
depth  of  ISO  fiithonis,  but  no  soundings  were 
obtained ;  the  temperature  was  ascertained  to  bo 
40°,  that  of  the  surface  water  being  51",  of  air 
50°,  and  the  ciuicut  setting  to  the  southward 
I'Vas   estimated  at   the   rate  of  ten   miles  per   day. 
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At  five  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  tlie  30th,  Innd 
was  reported  ou  the  port  bow,  ami  the  bold,  stem 
lookiug  outline  of  the  eusteru  extremity  of  the  island 
of  Amlia  could  be  faintly  di^erned  through  the 
dense  linac  which  enveloped  it,  then  distant  aliont 
ten  miles.  An  hour  ftftcrwards,  the  western  ex- 
treme of  tlic  island  of  Tchunaui  was  oljser^ed 
on  tlic  starboard  bow;  indistinctly,  it  is  true,  but 
equally  bold  as  its  confrere  on  the  opposite  side. 
About  the  sanic  time  wc  passed  through  u  nipid 
tide,  and  cleared  the  Strait  between  these  islands,  in 
which  we  obiiiincd  soundings  in  thirty-live  fatlinnui. 
The  hazy  state  of  the  atmosphere  lUd  not  eouhle  ns 
to  make  any  accurate  obsci-vatioiis  of  tlwse  islands, 
as  the  general  aspect  and  outline  of  either  coiOd  not 
be  seen  ;  but  u  small  ruck  off  the  eastern  cxtreiiiity  of 
Amlio,  might  be  considered  a  good  mark  whereby 
to  identify  it. 

With  the  sun's  departure  this  evening,  we  quitted 
the  iiorlheru  limit  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which 
we  had  enteretl  c\iK:tly  three  months  previously, 
8iocu  leaving  tiuitolulu  on  the  4th,  our  progreaa 
speaks  for  itself;  having  entered  the  Kauis4jhatka  sea, 
on  the  meniug  of  the  15th  day — a  passage  remarkable 
for  the  favourable  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
made,  the  wind  never  once  being  otherwise  than  fair, 
and  this  too  in  latitudes  where  the  experience  ol 
the  old  t'oyagets  would  have  led  us  to  expect  a  very 
diflerent   state  of  things:  and   the  result  exceeded 
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Uw  expectnHons  of  the  most  sanguine  amongst  us. 
We  had  yet  another  difiicuit  stage  to  pass  Iwforc 
entering  the  Arctic  Circle,  and  one  which  cuuld 
not  he  thought  of  without  apprehension,  from 
the  imperfection  of  the  charts,  and  the  foggy 
weather  known  to  prevail.  \Vhile  passing  the 
Aleutian  Islands,  numerous  Socks  of  sea  birds 
were  about  us,  they  doubtless  frequent  theui 
in  myrintla — cnibmcing,  I  Ix-licve,  all  the  family 
of  the  Palmipidc«.  Two  little  Auks  (Alca  Alle) 
flew  on  board  at  night  about  10  p.m.  evidently 
exhausted,  and  were  speedily  captured.  On  the 
Slut  we  shaped  a  LX)ursc  for  Gore's  Island,  which 
bore  north,  SOti  miles  distAut — being  then  in  the 
latitude  of  some  parts  of  England,  (53°  44')  and 
the  height  of  its  summer,  wo  fouud  a  great 
^iference  in  the  relative  temperatures  of  the  two 
places,  the  mean  of  the  day  Ifeing  47°,  which  under- 
went a  daily  decrease  for  the  remainder  of  the  voyage. 
As  wo  continued  our  course,  wo  felt  the  effects  of 
the  Bouthcriy  current  in  a  more  marked  degree, 
carrying  with  it  sca-wecd  and  drift  wood  in  con 
tidcrable  quantity,  and  tliv  birds  hkewtse  becniiie 
more  numerous :  the  Albatross  had  ceased  to  visit  vs 
before  leoving  the  Pncific,  one  species  only  [THomedea 
FnU^nosa)  had  attended  ns  so  far;  but  their  place 
was  supplied  by  a  great  variety  of  Ducks  and 
Divers,  the  King  Eider  (Anas  SpectabHh)  and  Ix)on 
( IMa   BrvHTtichii)    were   for    the    first    time    seen. 
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The  Seals  had  likewise  paid  iis  their  first  Tisit, 
and  one  of  them  wns  Hroil  nt  mid  wounded.  These 
circumstances  together  with  the  increiising  daylight, 
uBbrdcd  cheerful  endence  of  our  progress,  which 
wiis  still  iin  interruptedly  good,  although  the  weather 
liad  become  so  dense,  raw  and  foggy,  tiiat  at  times 
we  coidd  scarcely  sec  the  ship's  lengtli  ahead. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2oth,  we  \^rc 
fortunate  in  getting  a  glimpse  uf  what  we  supposed  to 
be  Gore's  Island ;  it  wos  passed  during  a  dense  fog, 
and  with  a  fresh  south-westerly  breeze  we  shaped  a 
oonrec  for  King's  Ishuid,  off  the  end  of  St.  LawTencc 
Island,  which  then  bore  N.  39,  E.  156  miles  distant. 
The  frequent  use  of  the  \snd  became  now  absolutely 
necessary,  and  we  sounded  constantly  each  day  in  water 
varying  in  depth  from  fourteen  to  thirty-seven 
fathoms,  fine  sand  and  mud ;  in  one  instance  only 
did  wc  find  a  rocky  bottom,  near  lat.  G'i°  11'  N. 
long.  108*  3'  W.  The  navigation  of  the  ship  had 
become  a  matter  of  no  ordinary  difficulty,  and  could 
not  but  cause  an  intense  d^ree  of  interest,  not 
free  from  apprehension,  amongst  us.  The  con- 
linuons  foggy  state  of  the  weather  bad  prevented 
us  fruin  obtaining  such  accurate  observations  as  could 
l>e  rehed  on,  and  the  sun  being  almost  constantly 
oI>8cured,  we  hud  but  little  to  iufonu  us  of  our  pro- 
gress, except  the  lug  line.  Guns  were  fired  at  frequent 
intervnU  to  warn  any  ship  of  our  approach,  and  as 
the  chart  uf  this  sea  was   considered  more  or  less 
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inpcrfect,  llic  greatest  care  and  vigilance  were  had 
recourse  to  on  board  to  watcli  for  auglit  tliat  niiglit 
indicate  un  a|iprc»icU  to  Iniid :  under  these  dr- 
cumstancce  ve  still  fearlessly  stood  on.  On  the 
luoming  of  the  27th,  King's  Island  was  faintly 
visible  about  eight  miles  distant,  where  we  found 
a  stnmg  easterly  current  setting  into  Norton  Sound. 
Wc  altered  course  a  little  more  to  the  west- 
ward, to  keep  clear  of  the  land ;  the  soundings  varied 
from  twelve  to  twenty-five  fathoms,  fine  mud,  and 
broken  shells — the  first  time  the  latter  were  met 
with.  At  11  P.M.  still  surrounded  by  tlic  same  im- 
penetrable fog,  and  still  speeding  ouward  in  the 
darkness,  we  suddenly  passed  Ibrougb  n  strong 
tidal  race  into  a  smooth  water,  which  from  the  uoise 
caused  by  the  opiiosing  wind  and  current,  gave  one 
the  idea  of  ita  lieing  a  well  marked  watery  barrier 
existing  between  two  different  seas.  On  the  following 
morning,  Sunday,  July  2Sth,  at  8e\'cn  o'clock,  we 
quitUrd  the  northern  limit  of  the  Tenipenite  Zone, 
crossed  that  of  the  Arctic  Circle,  and  entered  tlie 
waters  of  the  Polar  Sea — an  event  joyfully  hailed  by 
every  soul  on  board.  We  were  now  favoured  with 
a  clearer  atmosphere  than  we  tiad  known  for  many 
days,  which  wrs  also  less  moist,  and  although  cold 
was  pleasant  and  agreeable;  the  sea  had  likewise 
assumed  a  most  tranquil  aspect,  and  we  had  thus 
entered  on  our  new  domun  under  auspicious  ap- 
pearances at  least. 
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In  the  course  of  tlie  dny  we  excbangetl  colonra  with 
two  Auicrican  wlialers,  which  were  npparcDtly  full 
tuul  ttomeward  bound.  Several  whules  were  also 
seen  spouting  nt  a  distnnce,  luid  the  crany  of  one, 
(the  nnme  bestowed  by  the  whalers  to  what  remains 
after  the  blubber  has  been  removed)  floated  past  us, 
on  which  njyriiuls  of  sett  birds  were  rivaling  theui- 
sclvcs.  We  were  substetiuenlly  uflfordcd  ample 
evidence  of  the  number  of  these  luonstera  fre- 
qaciiting  thla  sea,  which  enables  us  to  testify  to  its 
excellence  a»  a  cruising  ground  for  whiders ;  and  tliis 
is,  1  believe,  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Americans. 
The  temperature  of  sea-water  on  entering  the  Polar 
Sea,  fell  tliree  degires  in  four  hours,  R'mainiug  u  few 
tenths  above  freezing  ]M>int,  which  led  us  to  expect  an 
early  appearmice  of  ice,  that  of  air  41".  Depth  of 
water  vani-ed  from  seventeen  to  twenty-four  fiUhoras. 

On  the  2Hth,  still  favoured  with  a  light  south- 
easterly wind,  we  shaped  a  course  for  Capo  Lisbmne, 
the  proposed  rendezvous,  which  then  bore  N.  26 
K.  5 1  miles  distant 

The  first  issue  of  the  warm  clothing  supplied  bj 
Government  for  our  use,  was  then  mode  -,  cmbracdng 
ooe  oompU'tc  suit  of  blue  double  milled  box  cloth,  boots, 
stockings.  iKwt-hose,  comforters,  mits  and  caps ;  all 
of  excellent  quality,  and  well  adapted  for  Polar  service, 
oi  this  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  hereafter. 

The  days  had  now  attained  such  a  length,  that  at 
the  hour  of  midnight  we  bod  very  good  twilight. 
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the  sun  being  but  a  short  time  belov  the  lionzon. 
At  8  P.M.  a  sail  was  observed,  bearing  down  towards 
us,  -which  wc  soon  rccogniacd,  gladly  welcomed 
H.M.S.  'Plover,'  and  immediately  communicated. 
She  could  afford  us  no  tidings  of  our  Consort,  having 
just  retnrucd  from  the  ice,  which  she  sighted  on  the 
27th,  and  afford  us  a  most  unfavourable  account  of 
ltd  state  and  condition,  it  being  quite  impcnutrable. 
As  she  had  viewed  it  somo  throe  or  four  miles 
distant,  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  make  a  nearer 
approach,  wo  were  notliiug  daunted  by  the  report, 
but  indulged  in  the  hope  that  the  reality  of  mat- 
ters would  prove  IcKS  appalling  than  the  description. 
We  took  advantage  of  her  presence  to  forward  our 
last  letters  and  dispatches  for  England,  tlien  parted 
company,  nnd  jirocccded  on  oar  course,  'i'faey 
informed  us  that  they  were  rcgiilurly  supplied  by  Uie 
natives  with  reindeer  and  binht,  a  large  number  of 
which  was  suspended  from  tho  rigging,  but  wc  were 
not  afforded  an  opportunity  of  verifying  their  opinion 
of  the  cxcelleDce  of  such  diet. 

Our  men  were  now  daily  employed  in  occu])ations 
novel  to  many,  in  putting  in  order,  and  preparing  all 
neoceeary  iniplcincnta  for  ice  navigation ;  ice  anchors 
and  chisels,  hatchets,  saws,  whale  lines,  kc,  were 
all  duly  overhauled  and  got  on  deck  in  readiness  for 
vhl  The  crow's  nest  had  been  hoisted  to  its  aerial 
position,  ut  the  forc-top-gallant  mast  hea<l.  Tliis 
well  known  emblem  of  Uiseovory  ships,  and  of  others 
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employed  in  the  navigation  of  icy  seas,  from  the  noveity 
of  its  appellation  may,  for  the  unprofessiooiil  render,  re- 
quire a  slioii  description.  It  is  in  form  like  a  liarrcl, 
from  which  it  is  generally  constructed,  witlii  a  trap  door 
at  the  bottom  sulHciciitly  large  to  admit  one  person,  and 
is  hooded  over  at  the  top  with  canvas,  so  as  to  afford 
protection  from  the  wind  to  its  occupant,  who  is 
generally  the  ice  master  or  mate :  from  this  positiou 
his  observations  are  made  on  the  state  of  the  ice. 

The  number  of  birds  appeared  daily  on  the  increase 
as  we  advanced,  driftwood  was  o)>£erved  al^o  in 
greater  abnnilancc,  and  the  sea  appeared  full  of 
animal  life;  I  had  the  dredge  overboard,  and  added 
to  my  cdlcction  numerous  specimeits  of  the 
Crustaceous  and  Acephalous  animals. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  when  about  twenty 
miles  distant  from  Capo  Lisbume,  a  sail  was  observed 
to  the  N.W.  standing  down  towards  us,  when 
opinions  were  freely  hazarded  as  to  the  probability  of 
the  stranger  proving  to  be  our  long  lost  Consort,  or 
otherwise.  The  question  was  decided  as  the  gay 
ensign  of  St.  George  was  unfurled  to  the  breece, 
and  her  number  simultaneouslvflcwat  the  mast  head. 
which  speedily  infonned  us  that  Il-M.S.  'Herald' 
was  about  to  join  us.  \Vc  soon  closed,  and  as  she 
rounded  under  omr  stern  in  good  style,  she  manned  her 
rigging,  and  welcomed  us  with  tlirco  hearty  British 
cheers,  and  one  cheer  more,  to  the  Pobr  Sea — a 
compliment     wc    immediately    returned,    and    pro- 
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ceedeJ  in  compoiiy  towards  Gape  Lisbumc,  then 
visible.  Captain  M'Clure  presently  went  on  hoard, 
but  soon  returned  accompanied  hy  Captain  KcUettand 
some  of  his  officers,  who  manifested  a  great  desire  to 
aflbrd  us  every  facility  to  onr  onward  progress ;  and 
ofiered  at)  tlie  assistance  it  was  in  their  power  to  give, 
as  far  as  the  '  Herald's'  resources  would  allow. 
We    gladly    availed    ourselves    of    their    proBertd 

sistance  by  couipteling  dcHciencies  in  our  stores, 
and  as  we  were  still  three  men  short  of  proper 
oomplemcnt,  we  received  an  equal  number  of 
voluutccrs — strong  muscular  looking  fallows,  ap- 
parently well  suited  for  bard  service — and  as  wo  could 
have  no  ho]>L>  of  meeting  u'itli  another  ship,  we 
dbpatvhed  a  few  hastily  viittcn  letters — our  lost— to 
Hiighntd. 

We  learned  with  n^frct  that  nothing  had  been  seen 
mr  heard  of  our  Consort,  and  having  now  arrived  at 
the  rendezvous,  there  could  exist  no  doubt  that  she 
was  stUl  far  distant  btliiud  us.  Captiiin  Kcllett 
informed  us  tliat  it  was  he  who  advised  Capluin 
Collinson  (o  pursue  the  course  which  I  have  before 
narrated,  and  which  he  himself  had  done  for  thn» 
successive  summers,  the  average  passage  being  fifty 
days  to  Cape  Lisbiuiic.  It  could  not,  then^orc,  for  a 
moment  be  supposed,  that  the  '  Eutcrprize,'  (a  much 
slower  sailing  ship  thiui  the  '  Herald,')  could  e\'en, 
under  the  most  favourable  clreuiustanccs,  have  made 
the  passage  in  much  less  time ;  uor  did  any  of  us 
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believe  it  possible  for  )ier  to  hove  done  so,  despite  the 
opiuiou  tliat  was  then  a-lvanccd  to  iha  coiitrary. 

We  received  no  orders  from  our  suuior  officer 
(Captain  Collinson)  as  to  our  course  of  notion  in  the 
event  of  reaching  the  rendezvous  before  him ;  the 
possibility  of  such  a  contingency  occurring,  CTidently 
had  never  been  for  one  moment  entertained.  We 
were  conae<{uently  obliged  to  adopt  a  course  of 
action  for  oursclvea.  One  of  two  only  were  left  for 
us  to  pursue — either  to  reiuaiu  at  the  rendcOTOtis  until 
tlic  arrival  of  the  '  Entcrprizc,'  with  the  luictrtainty 
of  then  meeting  licr,  owing  to  the  foggy  state  of  the 
weather,  and  llins  lu»e  the  season  iu  the  ice ;  or  at 
once  piocecil  to  the  northward,  and  enter  the  ice 
single-handed.  We  resolved  on  the  hitter,  and 
cheerfully  prepared  to  encounter  all  obstacles 
and  dangers,  with  a  flmi  reliance  on  a  merciful 
Providence,  and  full  confidence  in  our  resources. 
Never  did  any  body  of  men  enter  on  a  hazardous 
enterpnxe  with  stouter  liearts  or  finer  spirit  than  the 
brave  crew  of  the  '  InvcsUgator'  then  manifested,  and 
maintained  tlu-ougbont  e\-cry  subsequent  stage  of  our 
eventful  voyage. 

Captain  Kellett,  although  the  senior  officer  present, 
did  not  feel  himself  justified  in  detaining  us.  From 
this  date,  we  formed  an  expedition  in  onrselvcs,  and 
parting  with  the 'Herald/  after  an  interchange  of 
ooniplimentary  signals,  stood  in  for  Cape  Lisbume — 
the  'ilerald  '  still  in  company  asleni  of  us. 
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Cape  Lisbiimc  is  a  fine,  bold  headland,  some  SOO 
or  900  feet  high,  aud  is  well  represented  by  the 
sketch  in  the  published  chart  of  this  locality.  It  is 
(^  Umcstonc  formation,  %vith  a  range  of  hilla  extending 
to  tlie  eastward ;  is  conical  in  forni,  with  a  line  of  strati- 
fication clipping  at  an  angle  of  about  15*^  in  a  soutii- 
eastum  direction ;  but  llie  more  pennnueiit  headland 
hud  till,'  lino  of  stnitilicatioti  ueurlv  borizoutaL  The 
hills  were  all  surmounted  by  a  mass  of  loose  grey 

mas,  and  were  separated  from  each  otlier  by  partial 
go^es,  which  sheltered  on  either  side,  presented  an 
appearance  of  verdure  that  contrasted  pleasantly 
with  the  general  t»arrenness  of  its  &s}>ect.  On  the 
lop  of  the  most  elevated  headland,  which  is  likewise 
the  most  southerly,  a  number  of  conical-shaped  points 
or  pillitrs  were  discernible,  partially  cmeloped  in 
mist,  with  masses  of  snow  strewn  about ;  and  this,  from 
its  fine  liold  iippt^arance,  may  be  considered  tlic  C^. 
To  the  southward,  the  low,  sandy  promontoiy  of 
Point  Hope  coiUd  be  seen,  mnniiig  parallel  to  tho 
range  of  hills  extending  eaatward  from  the  Ca]>e,  and. 
between  which  a  fine  bay  intervened. 

Oar  object  in  thus  approaching  so  closely  to  Cnpv 
LUbumc,  was  with  a  view  of  uscertoioing  if  a  c&im, 
or  any  other  lundutark,  bad  been  erected  that  might 
in  any  degree  affect  the  resolution  wc  had  arrived  at, 
of  proceeding  onwards  to  the  ice;  but  nothing  waa 
visible  to  nfiurd  any  indication  that  it  had  been  visited 
at  any  i>criod  elthcrr  ecent  or  remote.    We,  therefore. 
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shaped  a  course  at  onoc  for  the  ice,  and  stood  away  to 
the  N.W.  ^  W.,  with  a  flue  fresh  north-easterly  wind. 
The  '  Herald' still  kept  oiiiinou>ly  astcni,  which  did 
not  at  all  contribute  to  our  comfort ;  for,  it  may  now 
be  confessed,  \vc  still  feared  that  Captain  Kellett  would 
detain  us,  and  that  on  reflection,  he  might  see  the 
neocssity  of  keeping  us  at  least  some  days  to  await 
the  chances  of  our  seuior  officer's  arrival ;  but  as 
the  truth  must  be  told,  an  opposite  state  of  the  case 
was  urged  on  him.  Captain  .M'Clure  maintained 
that  the  '  Enterprise'  was  a-head  of  us,  and  in  sup- 
port of  which,  retained  the  private  letters  he  had  for 
Captain  ColUnson /or  early  delivery.  The  impossibility 
of  such  being  the  case  I  have  already  shown — of  course, 
no  person  could  tndy  entertain  an  opinion  to  the  con- 
trary, and  I  am  sure  Captain  Kellett  had  too  much 
sagacity  not  to  see  the  true  state  of  things.  This 
I  must  confess  we  all  rejoiced  at,  as  wc  were  anxious 
to  get  on.  from  a  general  feeling  entertained  thot  our 
Consort  had  neglected  us.  Hut  he  was  evidently  un- 
wilHug  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  detaining  us. 

Our  worst  feare  were  excited  however,  when  in 
the  evening  wc  saw  the  'Herald'  make  all  sail  to- 
wards us,  and  rapidly  closing  from  her  superior  sailing 
qualities,  she  made  a  signal  recommending  us  to  wait 
forty-eight  hours  for  the  '  Entcrprixe,'  to  which 
Captain  Al'CIiu*  signalized  in  return,  "  Important 
service.     Cannot  on  my  own  responsibility  !" 

This  not  being  clearly  understood.  Captain  Kellett 
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hailed  from  the  poop,  desiring  us  to  repeat  the  signal, 
wliich  was  accordiuf^ly  done.  She  then  gradually 
dropped  astern,  nuuU:  no  further  reply ;  and  at  1 1.30 
P.M.,  she  tacked  and  stood  in  for  Cape  Lislnune. 
Thia  aflbrded  us  an  inexpressible  degree  of  relief  as 
we  then  considered  ourselves  free  torn  all  control,  and 
the  objcrct  sought  had  been  attained.  Such  is  a  truthfol 
nurrntiou  of  the  circiunstunccs  attending  the  bold  pro- 
ject concoived  and  acted  upon,  of  entering  the  ice  alone, 
an  event  hitherto  viewed  by  ^Vrctic  nuvigatora  with  the 
greatest  apprehensioa,  and  one  whieh  is  certainly 
attended  with  extreme  risk  as  well  as  great  danger. 
ITcnce  two  shija  have  always  been  sent  ou  Arctic 
Expeditions,  for  mutual  succour  and  support,and  for  the 
salutary  contn^ing  influence,  no  less  than  the  social 
cficct  they  cannot  fail  to  exercise  on  each  other,  when 
in  company.  Our  uxpedition,  from  the  period  of 
leaving  Enghind,  via&  not  a  combined  expedition,  as 
may  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  pages,  although  the 
Admiralty  orders  ndniittcfl  of  but  one  interpretation 
on  the  subject,  which  ran  as  follows :—"  (T*  detm  it 
right  to  caution  you  against  suffering  the  two  Testrla 
placed  under  your  orders  to  separate,  except  in  the 
event  of  accident  or  unavoidable  necessity." 

Notwithstanding  the  positive  natims  of  these 
ordcn,  '  Entcrprize'  left,  us  twelve  days  aft«r  leaving 
England ;  and  it  was  by  the  merest  chance  we  caught 
her  in  the  Straits  of  Magellan — it  being  her  intention 
to  sail  the  foUo^ving  morning.     Hence  we  could  feel 
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bnt  little  regret  at  losing  the  company  of  a  Consort 
that  had  hitherto  proved  so  faithless.  She 
manifested  a  desire  to  get  rid  of  us  altogether,  by 
taking  the  'Plover'  with  her  mto  the  iee,  in  lieu  of 
her  legitimate  Consort,  had  she  arrived  before  us. 
Under  other  circumstances,  her  loss  conld  not  biit  be 
a  matter  of  regret  to  ns ;  and  I  am  sure  1  truthfully 
represent  the  feeling  entertained  by  my  late  meaa- 
matea — the  officers  of  the  'Investigator/ when  I  Htatc, 
that  for  Captain  Collinson  and  Ins  ofEccra,  we  had 
learned  to  entertain  feelings  of  esteem  and  regard, 
from  our  intercourse  when  fitting  out  the  ships. 
The  special  character  of  the  service,  the  mutual 
interests  existing,  and  that  strong  feeling  which  ever 
exists  amongst  men  engaged  in  a  hazardous  cntcrprize, 
had  strongly  bound  us  together,  and  it  was  to  us  a 
matter  of  regret  throughout  the  voyage,  that  the 
conduct  of  our  Consort  was  so  much  at  variance 
with  the  kind  feeling  exieting  between  the  officers  of 
the  two  ships.  In  support  of  an  opposite  view  of  the 
case,  it  may  be  stated  that  stiips  make  a  letter 
passage  when  not  in  company,  which  I  am  not  nt  all 
disposed  to  admit  as  a  rule ;  but  assuming  it  were  so, 
it  could  not  in  our  long  voyage  have  made  a  diffijrcnce 
of  more  than  a  few  days.  This  is  a  triiling  cir- 
cumstance, when  compared  with  the  good  resulta 
likely  to  accrue  from  that  Iwarty  co-operation 
and  mutual  support,  which  shipe  in  company  caa 
afford  to  each  other:   and  its  nccesgitv    in  Polar 


TOaiTION    A-rTAIMKli. 


79 


Service,  bad  been    hitlierto  fully    undurstood    and 
appreciated. 

We  were  all,  ttiereforc,  iintunJI}'  much  cintcd  at 
the  singular  goof)  fortune  that  had  befallen  us,  in 
having  nindc  one  of  the  fastest  passages  on  record 
from  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  Cape  Lisbumc  (tvcnty- 
scvun  days) ;  and  despite  the  many  misfortunes  we 
had  met  with,  not  only  to  have  done  all,  but  more 
than  idl,  that  was  expected  from  us.  We  had  now 
attained  a  position  which  the  Admiralty,  and  tlie 
most  sanguine  of  our  Irieuds  in  England  may  have 
ardently  wished  for,  but  there  existed  little  pros- 
pect of  its  l>cing  so  hterolly  fiiltiUcd  as  it  was  on 
tile  Ist  of  August.  We  therefore  indulged  in  the 
hope  that,  with  euch  favourublu  prospects  before  us, 
and  »o  timely  an  arrival  in  the  Polar  Sea,  we 
could  not  fail  tu  do  much  towards  advancing  the 
object  of  our  noble  expedition. 

On  the  l»t  of  August,  the  brcoKe  had  freshened  to 
the  force  of  a  gale,  nntl  was  not  quite  favourable  for  us  ; 
but  towards  moruiug  it  had  entirely  subsiiled,  with 
every  iiulication  of  fine  weather.  All  were  anxiouHJy 
looking  out  for  the  first  appcanmoQ  of  the  ice — 
the  crow*9  nest,  therefore,  was  seldom  without  nn 
occupant ;  and  iis  diiyligbt  was  then  persistent,  there 
was  no  period  of  darkness  to  interrupt  our  view, 
or  the  anxious  interest  we  felt.  The  hour  of 
midnight  came,  but  one  felt  but  Uttle  inclination  to 
seek  repose.     This  was  to  me,  the  most  enjoyable 
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period  of  tlic  day — all  work  on  board  bad,  of  course, 
Ctfased — everj'tliinj;  was  still  mid  (juiut — the  watch 
only  on  deck  reclining  leisurely  nbout,  ready  for 
action  at  a  moniont's  notice ;  all,  in  short,  hushed  to 
silence,  save  the  low  murmuring  of  the  wind,  and  the 
wash  of  waters  from  the  ship's  progress  :  it  was  there- 
fore (lifRcult  to  conceive  that  midnight  Imd  iirrivcd. 

As  the  sun  ftppronched  the  horizon,  towards  mid- 
night, the  aspect  of  the  heavens  was  tndy  beautiful, 
when  at  twelvo  o'clock,  his  lower  limb  partially 
■  dipped,  and  again  slowly  ascended  on  his  course ; 
or  rather,  our  orh  revolving  on  its  own  axis 
around  him.  The  sky  to  the  eastward,  at  the 
time,  presented  a  most  splendid  appearance — a  wide 
belt  of  refracted  light  extending  along  the  honvon, 
resolved  into  its  prismatic  colours,  imparted  a  degree 
of  beauty  to  the  heavens  I  had  never  l>efore  wit- 
nessed, and  from  the  gorgeous  and  brilliant  jet 
varied  tints  of  colouring  so  wonderfully  displayed 
to  view,  coidd  not  possibly  l>c  surpassed.  The 
moon,  at  the  time,  wus  rising  slowly  in  the  same 
quarter,  but  quite  obscured  by  the  surpassing 
brilliancy  of  the  novel  ond  beoutifid  phenomenon  I 
have  mentioned,  which  can  only  be  seen  in  this  waj 
in  tiie  frigid  regions  of  the  north. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Enter  tU*  I©e — lu  Api>e«r«iw:e,  4c. — WiJruse* — Prograu  aad 
Ineitienu — Curmiu  — Tciiipcr«ture — Approscli  the  Land — 
MmI  'Plover' — E«<{iiiiiiaux  Urnvu — Point  B*rr«w  rouii<Ird 
—Position  Rod  A)i[roaranc«  of  Ic« — Tides  auJ  Curreiite — 
Aspect  of  Ice  —  An  Icy  Sceuc  —  CniinDg  ia  the  Pack — 
Dificolties  and  Incidents — llcgain  the  Coait — Its  Difficulties 
and  Danj^cK  —  Boats  towtu^  —  Encouutcra  with  Uio  Ic« — 
Reflectioua — It*  and  Water — Cbaracter  of  former — ?un»ct 
over  Ice — Point  Drew — First  Interview  vritli  Esquimaux — 
Their  Viait  to  the  Sltip — liKiilcnU — Barter — Womeii— tionts 
—  Incidenta  aiid  Cbnractcr  of  Esqtuiuatu  —  Vjajts  from 
aeveral  Tribes — Ap]>roach  Point  Pitt  ~  Landiu^ — Deposit  a 
Becord  —  Mounds  —  Sliip  grounded  —  Difficulties  of  our 
Iiwiliou— Colville  lUrer— Jones's  Islands— Visit  to  them  — 
Esquimaux  —  Interview — lucidenta — Thieving,  and  Vidit  to 
the  Ship — Mcaus  adopted  for  rceonliuf;  our  Vi«it — I'rogreM — 
Tmi|>eraturc  of  .Mi  and  Water. 

At  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  3nd  of  Au^t, 
"ice  a-head"  was  reported  from  the  crow's  neat — 
soon  afUtr  which  iimny  an  eager  eye  was  directed  to 
the  white  line,  then  visible  on  the  northern  horizon  ; 
and  OS  wc  advanced  towards  it,  the  sea  presented  an 
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aspect  truly  novel  to  the  majority  of  iis,  as  the  de- 
tached masses  of  ice,  in  forms  the  most  picturesque, 
were  miijcstically  floating  down  in  our  direction.  As 
we  stood  on,  the  broeic  gradually  became  much 
lighter,  and  the  temperature  fell  several  degrees— that 
of  air  to  3S°.  The  masses  of  loose  ioc  became  more 
numerous,  nnd  in  proportion  considerably  greater  than 
before.  Large  pieces  coming  in  our  course  were 
cleft  by  the  ship,  produciug  a  shght  shock,  n 
grating  noise,  and  an  equally  strange  sensation 
amongst  us,  as  the  fragments  having  been  {>artially 
submerged,  were  dashed  on  either  side,  while  the 
breeze  bon-  us  steadily  along. 

The  main  pack  soon  became  visible ;  and  chilling 
as  was  its  aspect,  I  am  not  sure  that  wc  did  not  huil 
it  Mith  a  cheer.  It  was  reached  about  nooti,  in  lat. 
72°  r  N.,  long,  160"  W  W  And  thus  were  all  our 
ardent  hopes  at  length  realized,  which  caused  a  degree 
of  cheerful  excitement  nmoiigst  us  not  easy  to  be 
described.  It  ccrLainly  presented  a  formidable  &p- 
[icarancc,  for  this  lofty,  impenetrable  barrier  extended 
across  our  path  in  a  line  from  N.W.  to  S.E., 
much  heiglitcnc<l  by  the  refractive  power  of  the 
atmosphere,  together  with  the  uniformity  of  surface 
which  ice  generally  presents  from  the  fragments  not 
l»cing  entirely  clear  of  each  other,  although  it  may  be 
quite  navigable,  and  what  is  termed  loose-soiling  ice. 
This,  however,  can  only  be  detennined  on  by  a  near 
approoofa.     We  continued  tnclcing  to  and  firo  In  iooco 
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ice  nntil  the  edge  nf  the  pack  wait  ro-arhed,  which 
was  much  inon:  distant  than  wu  at  fn-sl  supposed. 
TUti  mass  had  loet  notliing  of  its  heavy  impeiietrahle 
character  on  actually  reaching  it.  The  wiod  having 
bvoome  Ught  and  variable,  as  we  had  got  into  one  of 
■the  innumerable  indcntntious  of  the  pack  edge,  we 
might  have  some  difhculty  in  CKtricating  ouiselvvs, 
were  it  suddenly  to  change  to  the  sotitliward.  It  waa, 
thcrcforo,  considered  judicioiis  to  work  the  ahip  ont 
again ;  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  we  rontinued 
tacking  along  its  edge. 

We  were  surprised  by  seeing  numerous  herds  of 
Vlalmscs  {TrichecusRotfjiuirus)  grouped  together  on  the 
large  deUichcd  miissirs  of  ice,  drifted  off  from  tlie  pack, 
^>parently  asleep  or  basking  in  the  sunshine.  The 
novelty  of  a  sight  so  unexpected  was  gladly  wcJcoroed, 
and  various  and  amusing  were  the  opinions  given  hy 
the  men  who  hud  never  seen  them  before,  nato  whnt 
they  could  ]X)ssibly  be,  while  they  gazed  in  mute  won- 
der aud  aioasenicnt  at  the  stnuige  sight  before  them. 
Tlray  did  not  exhibit  any  feeling  of  alarm  as  wc 
approachetl ;  «ie  or  two  could  be  seen  dropping  into 
the  water,  but  it  was  not  until  we  had  got  within  a 
few  yards  of  them,  that,  as  xf  by  preconcerted  signal, 
they  rolled  or  tumbled  into  the  aea,  and  for  a  time 
became  invisible.  They  appeared  to  Uvc  in  perfect 
harmony,  uiid  a^  they  lay  liutblled  together,  a  lazy 
listlcsti  uir  cbtuMrterized  the  whole.  [  could  not  but  ad* 
mire  the  all'ecliun  displnyed  by  the  diuu  for  her  yoiuig, 
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which  were  crawling  on  the  inateraa]  back  as  we 
approached;  but  the  iiioiucnt  the  mothers  perceived 
the  danger,  they  seized  them  under  their  arms  and 
disappeared ;  nor  did  wc  seothcm  again  at  the  surface, 
until  there  existed  no  cause  of  alarm.  Wo  might 
readily  have  shot  or  captured  several,  and  a  six 
pounder  gun  was  loaded  for  the  purpose,  hut  was 
not  fired — one  was,  however,  wounded  by  a  rifle  ball. 
The  meat  of  these  animals  is  exccUeut,  called  by  the 
old  sailors  "marine  beef" — n  supply  of  which  would 
have  been  not  only  acceptable,  but  veiy  beneficial  to 
our  crew  ;  and  we  regretted  our  not  delaying  a  little  for 
what  might  have  been  bo  easily  obtained. 

For  the  next  few  days  we  continued  following  the 
trending  of  the  pack  in  loose  sailing  ice,  in  an  east  or 
gouth-cast  direction,  in  the  hope  of  our  turning  its 
southern  extrentc,  and  thus  making  way  to  the  north- 
ward ;  but  numerous  wore  our  disappointments,  as 
taking  advantage  of  every  opening  that  was  presented, 
we  followed  its  course  only  to  be  arrested  by  the 
impenetrable  pack,  at  the  bottom  of  the  deep  indenta- 
tions so  ireciucnt  along  its  edges. 

At  times  we  came  heavily  in  contact  with  detached 
pieces  through  which  the  wind  did  not  enable  us 
to  force  our  way.  On  the  first  occasion  when  it 
became  necessary  to  send  some  of  our  men  on  the 
ice  to  assist  us,  great  was  the  rivalry  manifested  as  to 
who  should  first  touch  its  suriuoc ;  but  after  a 
considendde    d)S])ky    of   agility,    the    honour    vras 
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clainiRtl  by  the  Boatsivain.  The  Walrnscs  were  atill 
veiy  abundant,  but  as  we  proceeiled  to  the  easLward 
grAdtinlly  disappeared ;  the  depth  of  vater  which  they 
fi«quent»l  varied  from  34  to  37  fathoms.  Since 
leaving  Cape  liisburne,  we  ascertained  that  n  current 
set  N.  ^  W.  about  fifteen  miles  in  twenty-four, 
hours ;  and  it  becsnie  a  question  amongst  us,  liow  far 
it  would  Old  us,  were  wo  to  proceed  along  the 
Dorthem  shores  of  Siberia,  and  make  our  exit  from 
the  Pdnr  Sea  vid  Spitsbergen ;  but  we  had  so 
intention  of  trying  the  experiment,  indeed,  even 
at  that  early  period  of  the  voyage,  freely  indulged 
and  expressed  the  hopea  we  entertained  of  quitting 
Polar  Sea  by  the  more  legitimate  route  of  Barron's 
Strait  and  Baffin's  Bay. 

On  the  evening  of  the  3rd,  the  tempemture  fell  to 
iteeKbg  point  for  the  first  time.  Throughout  the 
day  it  varied  much,  together  with  sea  water — from 
eight  to  twelve  degrees.  Light  ice  formed  on  deck 
and  in  the  rigging ;  although  the  navigable  season  in 
these  regions  is  considered,  to  commence  about  this 
period,  and  in  some  seasons  even  much  later. 

From  the  genenil  state  of  the  ice,  and  the  frequent 
abortive  attempts  we  hail  already  made  to  get  to 
tlie  northward,  that  had  cost  us  much  time  and 
trouble,  it  was  determined  to  pursue  a  coune 
towards  the  American  coast — tlius,  following  the 
trending  of  the  pack  edge,  rovmd  its  southern 
extreme,  there  being  every  probability  from  the  direc* 
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tion  of  ihe  winds,  tliat  water  intervened  between  it 
and  the  shore. 

On  the  luoruiiig  of  the  5th,  it  blew  a  gale  from  the 
Bouth-wcst,  which  soon  brought  us  iu  eight  of  the 
coast.  About  the  same  time  a  sail  was  observed  on 
our  weather  beam,  standing  to  the  westward,  and 
althougli  the  morning  was  fo^J,  she  was  sufficiently 
ucar  to  enable  us  to  rocogniM;  and  exchange  numbers 
again  witli  the  'Plover  j'  but  wc  were  too  anxious  to  take 
advantage  of  the  fair  wiud,  to  stop  to  conituuDtcate. 
She  was.  doubUess,  cruising  in  expectation  of  the 
Kttim  of  her  boats,  which  she  had  previously  informed 
us  had  gone  along  the  coast,  M'ith  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing the  truth,  concerning  a  rumour  the}'  bad  heunl, 
of  a  party  of  whit«  men  being  engaged  in  building  a 
boat  on  the  coast  to  the  northwartl,  subscciuently 
found  to  be  incorrect. 

Wc  soon  approached  the  land,  that  presented  the 
appearance  uf  a  continuous  bank  of  shingle,  having 
an  outwork  of  dark  rocks  here  and  there  along  the 
water's  edge,  near  one  of  which  on  the  coast  north- 
cast  of  Point  I'Vanklin,  {that  takes  its  name  from  the 
brave  and  gallant  officer  of  whom  wc  were  in  search,) 
wc  observed  several  mounds,  into  each  of  which 
poles  were  inserted ;  to  account  for  this  strange 
appearance  our  ingenuity  waa  severely  taxed.  At 
first,  we  supixtsed  thcui  to  indicate  provision  deputs, 
but  the  interpreter  pronounced  them  to  be  graves, 
it  Iwing  the  custom  of  some  tribes  of  Esquimaux  to 
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tuurk  their  places  of  sepulture  in  tbia  manner.  Wc 
weru  then  pureuiug  u  nortb-tviist  course  running  for 
Point  Barrow,  having  previously  aighte<l  ibe  Sca> 
Horse  Islands,  and  tlie  various  points  of  coast  Inid 
doun  on  tfac  chart.  At  this  time  high,  indeed,  were 
our  expectations,  and  ardent  our  hopes  that  ere  many 
hours  could  elapse  the  dreaded  Point  Burrow  would 
be  rounded  in  safety.  The  passage  around  this  well- 
known  and  remarkable  feature  of  the  coast,  had  beeu 
but  TcceutLy  pronounced  impracticable  for  a  ship, 
by  l^nunander  Moore  of  the  *  Plover,'  in  a  published 
dispatch  to  the  Admiralty,  the  accuracy  of  whoso 
observations  and  judgment  we  were  then  about  to  test. 

At  1  P.M.  the  ice  was  reported  from  the  mast- 
head, Bji  extending  right  across  our  path,  but 
sufficiently  loose  to  sail  through.  On  approaching 
we  found  it  a  stream  of  floe  ice  delaehed  from  the 
main  pack,  but  forming  an  ineffectual  barrier  to  our 
progress.  Wc  entered  it  with  a  fine  breeze,  and  a 
crowd  of  canvas,  and  after  receiving  sundry  hard 
knocks,  and  inflicting  destruction  on  all  the  dccojiug 
Irugmcnts  that  came  within  our  ivach,  we  again 
entered  clear  water,  and  altered  course  more  to  the 
northward,  following  the  line  of  ice. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  day,  we  were  sailing 
through  a  field  of  loose  ice,  but  as  the  brci-ze  had 
fallen  light,  our  progress  had  much  diminished  since 
tlie  muming.  We  anxiously  looked  out  for  the  land, 
which  wc  had  previously  lost  sight  of;  towards  mid- 
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night,  it  could  be  discerned  from  the  mast-head ; 
i\w  low  Point  Bjiitom-  fur  in  the  distance,  hut  still 
indistinct  from  the  fog  then  rising  on  the  eastern 
horizon. 

We  had  on  this  day  felt  considerably  the  efTocts  of 
the  tides  or  currents,  mid  in  clear  water  streams  could 
be  observed  well  defined  by  a  rippling  outline.  The 
latter  oppeared  to  aet  at  times  in  different  directions 
S.W.  and  N.W.,  and  at  8  p.m.  we  found  it  setting 
steadily  to  the  south  at  the  rate  of  two  miles  per 
hour;  doubtless  influenced  much  by  the  physical 
aspect,  not  only  of  the  land,  but  likewise  of  the 
numerous  projecting  points  or  promontories,  and  also 
the  indentations  tlint  the  widely  pxtcnded  ice  pack 
everywhere  presented ;  between  which  and  the  land, 
aud  through  a  highly  pictiuvsque  tield  of  loose  Ice,  a 
light  breeae  from  the  westward  still  l>ore  us  along. 
Several  WHialea  {Bal<ena  Mffsticetui)  and  Seals  [Phoca 
VU\Uma)  were  seen  during  the  day,  and  soundings 
varied  from  14  to  73  fathoms  in  mud  and  sand,  with 
broken  shells  at  intervals. 

Throughout  the  night  we  had  kept  away  to  the 
N.N.E.  and  more  off  the  land,  which,  early  the 
following  morning,  (the  6th)  was  still  faintly  discernible. 
Sailing  through  loose  ice  with  a  tide  or  current 
at  the  same  time  setting  us  to  the  northwiml,  with 
greater  force  tlian  was  observable,  we  found  our- 
selves  by  luendian  observation  in  lat.  71^  35'  N., 
long.   165*  12'  W.     We  were  thus  farther  to  the 
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northward  of  Point  Baitow  than  we  Intended  to  go, 
and  to  our  great  joy,  bad  succcssfiilly  rounded  this 
hitherto  much  dreaded  jxiint  of  coast,  the  alleged 
impracticability  of  which  wc  had  then  fully  refuted. 
The  '  Investigator'  tlten  floated  itr  strtmgc  waters, 
whore  no  ship  liad  ever  preceded  her,  and  commenced 
the  navigation  of  a  hitherto  unknown  and  unexplored 
sea. 

The  wind  had  entirely  forsaken  us  as  the  clay 
advauoed,  and  wc  lay  becalmed,  sunounded  on  all 
sides  by  loose  ice,  in  which  there  was  every  probability 
of  our  being  beset,  should  a  fresh  brcesw  from  the 
south-east  nut  ouine  to  our  rescue. 

The  position  from  whence  these  fears  were  enter- 
tained, could  scarcely  be  8Upi)0sed  to  have  exislence 
in  the  frigid  regions  of  the  north,  from  the  picturesque 
beauty  and  loveliness  of  the  scene  which  then  met  the 
eye;  but  when  T  say  that  ice  and  water  alone  contri- 
buted to  form  the  landscape,  it  must  be  equally  difficult 
to  fancy  that  these  elements  could  so  closely  imitate 
true  liicustrine  sceneiy.  Wc  lay  with  idl  our  canvas 
6et»  hanging  sluggishly  from  the  yords  on  the 
glassy  surface  of  a  sheet  of  water  some  two  or  tliree 
miles  in  diameter,  apparently  ice-locked.  The  sun 
shone  forth  brilliiuitly,  imparting  to  us  all,  the 
delightful  wanuth  of  his  rays,  and  to  the  icy 
regions  in  the  distance,  that  peculiar  splendour  pro- 
duced by  their  reflective  power  in  a  highly  refractive 
atmosphere.      Masses  of   snow-white  ice.   in    form 
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resembling  little  islandft  were  interspersed  nroand,  with 
intervening  spaces  of  water.  Numerous  as  thoy  were, 
there  was  light  sufficient  to  display  the  outline  of  each 
as  tboy  floated  motionless  on  tUc  surface  of  the  sleeping 
sea,  with  tlie  distant  and  imeven  pack  all  around,  form- 
ing a  land-like  but  ice-locked  boundaiy,  resembling  one 
of  our  ottu  northeni  lakes  in  its  wintry  garb.  There  a 
vivid  imagination  might  readily  have  taken  n  flight 
far  from  the  Polar  Sea,  in  coutempiatiug  the  icy  scene 
which  surrounded  us,  the  novelty  of  which  was  only 
surpassed  by  its  boau^. 

We  were  then  fairly  in  the  pack,  with  a  sea  of  loose 
ice  floating  evciywherc  around,  a»  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach  from  the  mast-head.  It  was  our  object 
to  make  the  land  again  if  possible,  and  the  obstacles 
which  then  presented  themselves  were  of  no  ordinary 
nature.  A  light  air  had  sprung  up  from  the  south- 
wanl,  that  compelled  us  to  tack  to  and  fro  in  tho 
narrow  channels  between  the  floes.  It  soon  after- 
wards freshened  considerably,  and  ultimately  increased 
to  the  force  of  a  moderate  gale  from  the  south-east. 
Our  situation  tlien  hecanic  very  critical,  as  the  wind 
blowing  off  the  land,  and  aided  by  curruuts.  brought 
all  the  loose  floe  ice  rapidly  down  on  the  main  body, 
in  which  there  was  bul  too  much  reason  to  fear 
wc  might  become  beset.  We,  therefore,  took  nd- 
vantjige  of  the  breeze,  and  stoo<l  on  our  course  to  the 
K.N.E.,  through  heavy,  loose  fragment*,  but  wt-re  soon 
obhgcd  to  tAck  to  W.S.W,  owing  to  the  obstruction 
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offcnxl  by  u  grcnt  field  of  impenetrable  ice,  wbicb,  to 
have  oomc  in  contitct  with,  might  have  been  oiir  destruc- 
tion. We  continued  working  the  sbip  close-liauled, 
ftltcmately  to  the  N.K.  and  S.W.,  ^deavouring  to  make 
the  land,  and  get  clear  of  the  pcrilouH  position  in 
wliich  wc  were  placed,  from  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  ice  was  then  setting  down  on  us. 

It  was  quitti  appalling  to  observe  immense  flues 
coming  on  towards  us,  aa  we  sped  our  way  through  the 
narrow  channels  of  water  that  separated  them  from 
each  other;  some  of  which  were  almost  magically 
closed  as  we  approached  them  by  the  junction  of  theao 
ponderous  masses,  propelled  onward  as  they  were  by 
the  united  power  of  wind  and  curronU.  It  became, 
therefore,  a  matter  of  no  small  cou&equeucc,  not  only 
to  direct  the  steerage  of  the  ship,  but  demanded 
the  utmost  alacrity  and  expertness  in  working  her,  as 
the  delay  of  a  moment  might  have  been  attended 
with  consequences  fearful  to  contemplate.  We  had 
tliG  most  convincing  evidence  how  fonnidable  was  the 
character  of  these  huge  floatiug  maases,  and  what 
the  result  would  have  been,  either  of  striking  theni, 
or,  still  worse,  of  being  caught  in  their  embrace- 
Some  fragments  it  was  impossible  to  avoid,  and,  aa 
the  ship  struck  them  from  time  to  time,  the  shock  was 
tremendous,  and  vibrated  through  every  timber  of  her 
solid  framework — cveif  endnngering  the  safety  of  the 
masts ;  and  it  was  only  by  an  effort,  tJiat  any  one  could 
nmintaiu  Win  equilibrium  on  deck.     Towards  midnight 
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OUT  eatisfaction  waa  great,  on  finding  ourselves  in 
more  open  water,  and  in  observing  the  floes  leas 
niuiierous.  At  this  time  the  loom  of  hind  wtis 
reported  from  aloft.  The  force  of  the  gale  had 
evideotlj  passed.  During  its  continuance,  accom- 
panied with  rain  ami  sleet,  it  imparted  an  appearance 
of  grandeur  and  wildncss  to  the  scene  dithcult 
to  conceive;  but  so  perfectly  ice-locked  were  we, 
and  so  circutnscril)ed  was  the  are-n,  that  it  covild  not 
exercise  its  power.  Its  surface  was  barely  moved  by 
a  ripple ;  and  anxiously  did  we  watch  for  the  slightest 
swell  of  the  sea,  or  heaving  of  the  ship,  as  evidence 
of  our  approaching  the  open  watfir. 

In  the  course  of  the  following  morning  (the  Tth), 
the  wind  liad  quite  died  away.  leaving  us  again 
becalmed,  and  surrounded  by  htyivy  ice  still  drifting 
to  the  northward,  lliis  was  considered  favourable, 
as  we  hoped  to  find  a  greater  space  of  water  in 
shore,  and  to  reach  it  were  making  the  most 
strenuous  c^orts.  All  oiu*  available  boats  were  at 
once  called  away  to  tow — the  first  time  we  had  recourse 
to  this  tedious  operation — there  being  only  a  few  men 
left  on  board  to  work  the  ship  along  the  narrow  and 
tortuous  channels  through  which  wc  wended  our  way. 
AU  cheerfully  lent  their  aid,  wherever  it  could  be 
aviiilable,  to  facilitate  our  progress,  and  free  us  firom 
our  difficulties. 

The  boats  were  of  great  scnice,  and  never  did  men 
work  with  more  zeal  or  energy.     It  was  quite  dchght- 
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ful  to  see  ench  boat's  crew  exciting  the  other  to 
increased  exertion,  when  they  saw  the  slightest  ap- 
pearance of  the  stroke  of  the  oar  being  less  vigorous 
than  before,  by  some  amusing,  jeering  observation, 
generally  received  with  a  loud  laugh,  or  a  hearty 
dteer.  Nor  were  we  less  occupied  on  board,  it 
requiring  the  exercise  of  oJ]  our  skill,  not  only  iu  the 
etcering,  but  in  tacking  and  Irimmiug  almost  inces- 
santly to  keep  clear  of  the  ice,  with  which,  despite 
our  best  efforts,  we  frequently  came  in  contact.  TVe 
thus  continued  our  slow  advance  throughout  the  day, 
when  at  8  p.m.,  the  low  land  of  Point  Drew  became 
visible  to  the  N.N.Jb!.,  five  miles  distant ;  and  about  two 
hours  later,  wc  had  cleared  the  limit  of  the  ice,  and  joy- 
fiilly  hailed  our  return  to  the  coast,  between  which  and 
the  ic£  there  was  then  a  considerable  space  of  water. 

There  was  now  a  universal  feeling  of  pleasure 
experienced  as  we  found  ourselves  thus  far  in 
an  unknown  sea,  having  escaped  from  the  perilous 
position  we  had  been  placed  in  during  the  few  pre- 
ceding days ;  and  as  it  was  the  first  time  we  had  come 
in  actual  conflict  with  the  foe,  we  hod  good  reason 
to  be  pleased  with  ourselves. 

It  was  generally  remarked  that  the  character  of  the 
ice  was  much  more  heavy  than  that  genenUly  taot 
with  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Polar  Sea.  A  few 
small  icebergs  were  met  with,  formed  in  a  great 
measure  from  packed  ice,  that  seldom  exceeded  thirty 
or  forty  feet  in  height,  flouting  amongst  the  floes. 
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Since  rounding  Poini  Barrow  the  water  goiiKxl  in 
temperature,  but  steadily  decreased  in  density,  having 
fcllen  from  1U12  to  1 1)08  in  twenty-four  hours,  as 
we  approached  the  hind ;  nnd  it  liad  hkc^visc  become 
brackish  and  discoloiuvd  from  the  »diuixtiire  of  btsb 
water  flowing  from  the  numerous  tributary  streams 
along  the  coast.  As  the  sun  touched  the  icy  horizon 
towards  midnight,  he  presented  the  most  splenilid 
appearance  1  have  ever  witnessed,  and  one  ou  which 
the  naked  eye  could  barely  for  a  moment  rest,  owing 
to  a  dazzling  brightness  surrounding  the  disc.  It 
was  free  from  those  gorgeous  and  varied  tints  1  have 
prenously  noticed,  and  now  presented  one  vast  shw:t 
of  silvery  flame,  illumining  the  horizon  with  a  degree 
of  magniticcnce  to  be  seen  in  no  other  region  of  the 
wodd.  It  is  one  of  those  compensating  sights  icy 
regions  alone  con  furnish,  as  the  bcautUul  eiTect  was 
entirely  produced  by  the  reflection  of  the  sun's  ray's 
from  ita  snow-white  surface. 

About  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8th, 
having  reached  within  three  mile*  of  the  shore,  the 
depth  of  water  being  then  only  five  fathoms,  tt  was 
not  considered  judicious  to  go  much  nearer.  It 
was  then  resolved  to  record  our  arrival  off  this  part  of 
the  coast,  and  erect  a  landmark  on  the  most  promi- 
nent point.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Court  (second  master), 
myself,  and  the  interpreter  were  despatched  in  the 
tliird  whale-bout  for  this  purpose.  The  moniing  was 
cold,  clear  and   tine  as   we  approached   tlie  Und, 
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vben,  about  a  mile  distant,  wc  saw  an  object  which 
we  thought  was  a  beacon,  and  piillod  steadily  towards 
it.  Presently  a  second  appeared  in  sight,  and  subse. 
qnently  a  third,  which  left  no  doubt  on  our  minds 
that  we  were  approaching  a7i  inhabited  land ;  but 
whether  these  objects  were  Esquimaux,  or  some  of 
our  last  countrymen,  created  u  feeling  of  extreme 
anxiety  amongst  us,  and  our  men  gave  way  at  their 
oars  even  more  lustily  than  before,  that  tbo  question 
might  be  speedily  solved. 

This  was  soon  accomplished  to  our  entire  satis- 
faction, by  the  three  figures  suddenly  taking  to  fliglit, 
which  left  no  doubt  of  their  being  Esquimaux ;  wc 
therefore  prcjwi'ed  ourselves  for  this  our  6rst  meeting 
with  these  people,  not  knowing  whether  it  might 
assume  a  Cricndiy  or  hoatilc  aspect.  The  poor  crea- 
tures still  continued  their  flight,  occasionally  stopping, 
in  evident  amuzcmcnt  not  only  at  our  approach,  but 
apparently  still  more  so  at  the  '  Investigator '  in  the 
offing;  until,  in  one  of  their  pauses,  wc  stood  up  in 
the  boat,  and  held  up  our  arms — the  usual  sign  of 
friendly  intentions  amongst  them.  We  had  no  sooner 
done  this  tlian  thoy  assembled  evidently  in  con- 
gtdtutiou,  and  answered  the  signal  without  delay, 
remaining  st^itionary. 

We  at  once  landed,  and  having  called  out  to  them 
words  of  peace  in  their  own  language,  we  appnKtctu'd ; 
they  timidly  met  us,  nnd  in  a  few  minutea  we  were 
nibbing    noses — the    customary   niotle    of   friendly 
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ihitatioo  with  them — about  the  most  filthy  race  on 
tte  fiioe  of  the  gk^.  We  won  their  hearts  bj 
preseQting  a  little  tobacco,  and  then  comnaenced 
conversation.  Tber  were  cheerful  and  good  humoured, 
Mfwered  questions  rcadilj.  bat  could  not  keep  their 
ejcs  from  the  &htp,  which  was  to  them  an  object  of 
the  gnatcst  wonder.  They  had  no  word  in  their 
hnyage  to  ei^jiess  an  object  of  such  magnitude,  and 
from  seeing  her  mo?e,  thought  she  was  a  great  living 
idind.  Fmtn  the  time  of  being  seen,  the  '  Investigator* 
bad  caoaed  excraordioary  constcmatioo  anwngst  Uki 
tab^  encamped  but  a  short  distance,  as  they  said,  from 
whete  we  wen. 

We  could  not  obtain  niudi  satisfactoiy  infonnatian 
ngarding  the  ice,  owing  to  their  inability  to  compute 
time,  and  their  lui\ing  do  more  knowledge  of  its  periods 
than  what  is  oqireased  by  the  cold  and  hot  season ; 
bat  we  understood  there  would  be  (^len  water  on 
this  part  of  the  coast  for  two  moons.  Tbey  had  seen 
the  boat  puty  frun  the  *  Plover,'  the  prenous  year, 
on  its  way  to  the  Mackeoxic— and  this  was  aU  the 
infonnat><»  wo  could  obtain ;  do  other  white  men 
had  beem  seen  on  the  coast.  Their  trade  is  carried 
on  through  another  tribe  of  Esquimaux,  with  tha 
IndJans,  who  ok  m  dirvct  communication  with  the 
Baanan  Fur  Company  ;  but  they  had  nocr  aeea  any 
people  like  us  bdbre.  1^  had  only  been  then 
a  few  days,  having  oome  a  joniwy  of  five  days 
doiatioD  from  the  south,  as  thev  leave  the  coast  on 
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the  approach  of  winter.  They  were  verj-  anxious  we 
shoiilii  visit  their  encampment,  and  offered  to  procure 
us  reindeer  meat,  some  of  which  thoy  hnd  with  them ; 
bvit  our  taste  for  venisoo  became  suddenly  impaired, 
as  one  of  tbcm  drew  a  piece  from  his  breast,  thut 
hiul  beeo  in  contact  with  his  skin,  and  offorcd  it  to  us 
to  eat.  Time  did  not  admit  of  our  visiting  their 
abode. 

Having  erected  a  mouod,  in  the  centre  of  which 
we  placed  a  polo,  and  deposited  a  bottle  with  a 
record  of  our  proceedings,  ten  feet  to  the  magnetic 
north  ;  a  gun  from  the  ship  told  us  of  their  iinputienco 
for  our  return,  that  advantage  might  be  tuken  of  a 
light  favourable  breeze  which  hud  then  sprung  up. 
We  bade  the  Esquimaux  a  friendly  adieu,  and  invited 
them  on  board — some  of  our  men  again  indulged  in 
their  taste  for  rubbing  noses,  evidently  fascinated  by 
its  novelty. 
'  Point  Drew  is  a  low  flat  promontory,  the  soil  blue  clay 
witb  a  strotum  of  fmcpcat  superimposed  from  ten  to 
twi^vu  inches  deep ;  it  wa»  found  frozen  alwut  fifleeu 
inches  from  tlic  surface.  The  country  appeared  gene- 
rally flat,  but  covered  with  a  rich  luxuriant  pasturage, 
with  occasional  pools  of  water  interepersed  over  its 
surface,  and  is  no  doubt  frequented  largely  by  reindeer. 
On  reaching  the  ship,  we  were  much  surprised  to 
End  a  '  buidur'  or  native  boat  alongside,  and  acvenil 
Esquimaux  on  booi-d,  both  men  and  women,  who 
bud  arrived  during  the  period  of  our  absence.     Thoy 


96 


TUB    NOBTH-WEST    PASSAGE. 


were  a  lively  party,  appeared  wonderfully  eurprisetl  at 
what  tbcy  saw.  Nothiug  seemed  to  excite  their 
admiration  so  much  as  the  goug  \>'hicli  was  l>eatcii 
for  their  aniiiscmciit ;  and  soiiiu  of  tlicm  went  up  the 
rigging  quite  fearlessly  as  if  accuBtome<l  to  it.  We 
distributed  presents  amongst  them  consisting  of 
knives,  scissors,  bonds,  and  tol^acco ;  they  gave  us  in 
return  a  few  skins,  and  some  articles  of  dress,  coats, 
mits,  &c.  Bows  and  anows,  with  barbo<l  ivory 
spcais,  appeared  plentiful,  and  with  that  ardent 
deeiro  for  novelty  which  sailors  ever  exliibit,  tliey 
met  with  ready  and  liberal  purchasers.  They  took 
their  departure  cvi<lcntly  much  pleiiscd  with  their 
reception,  hiving  promised  to  be  fiiendly  to  any  white 
men  like  ourselves  who  might  vifit  their  comitrjr. 
The  baidare  a{]p«ar  well  adapted  from  their  tightness 
and  buoyancy,  for  river  or  shallow  water  navigalion, 
such  as  the  coast  presents,  'j'hey  are  flat  bottomed, 
constructed  something  in  tlie  form  of  a  yawl,  with 
skins  from  whiclt  the  hair  has  been  removed,  over  a 
firamo  work  of  wood — when  this  cannot  be  procured 
wluJebonc  is  substitutexl.  They  arc  in  length  about 
twenty-four  feet,  with  a  breadth  voiying  from  tliit^^  to 
four,  with  scuts  across  as  in  our  own  boats.  They 
manage  them  with  much  skill  and  dexterity,  and  the 
paddles  which  arc  always  in  the  hands  of  the  women, 
propel  them  with  great  celerity  through  the  water. 
'IMiey  had  not  long  left  us  when  a  second  party  came 
alongside  to  barter,  but  were  much  more  timid  than 
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the  olheis — even  appeared  afraid  to  tntst  thoiusclvcs 
<m  board ;  however  a  little  persuasion  soon  overcame 
their  apprehensions,  and  a  brisk  trade  nus  at  once 
opened,  in  which  they  displayed  great  acutcness  and 
tenacity  in  making  bargains.  We  made  thorn  several 
preaentfl,  and  they  left  us,  perhaps,  as  little  favourably 
impressed  with  us  as  we  were  vnlh  them,  as  they 
oyinced  nothing  whatever  of  a  friendly  eharacter;  the 
desire  of  gain  alone  appeared  to  influence  them. 

The  wind  being  very  light,  our  progress  was  con- 
sequently very  slow ;  and,  for  thu  remainder  of  the 
dny,  several  baidars  cume  off  to  the  ship,  full  of 
people  who  «tcppcd  on  board  most  uiihesilatin^ly,  us 
if  accustomed  to  ship  visiting.  Traffic  was  evidently 
their  object,  which  was  niaintaiuedwith  great  at'tivity. 
Tobacco  and  knives  were  the  articfca  most  liighly 
prized.  It  was  singidar  to  witness  tho  avaricious 
spirit  they  manifeatcd  on  all  occasions  ;  nor  did  they 
care  to  acknowledge  on  our  port  the  right  of  owner- 
ship— Dumerous  and  umitsing  instances  of  wliich 
occurred.  One  of  them,  observing  the  Captain's 
back  towards  him,  adroitly  attempted  to  pick  his 
pockets,  but  was  caught  in  the  act,  and  duly  ad- 
monished, T  fear  with  but  tittle  cSbct.  Another, 
liHving  sold  a  deer-skin  to  one  of  the  officers,  ob- 
serving where  it  was  placed  with  other  articles  he 
liad  purchased,  watched  the  motnenl  when  wc  were 
all  engaged,  and  rc-sold  it  to  the  srrgcnnt  of  marines, 
on  whom,  I  beheve,  a  similar  trirk  was  phiyed  ;  and 
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ultimately  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  third  partj. 
Tiaving  been  thrice  sold  at  more  than  treble  it8  value, 
it  had  realised  a  handsome  profit  for  its  owner.  The 
ciFciunstmice  was  not  discovered  until  the  two  first 
purchiLters  canii;  to  look  for  theii"  property,  which 
afforded  much  amusement  ;  and  the  boots  having 
previously  left,  there  was  no  redress.  Indeed,  we 
all  required  to  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance,  as  Ibc 
Esquimaux  made  every  i)os3ibIe  attempt  furtively  to 
regain  what  had  previously  belonged  to  them ;  and 
no  doubt  could  exist  as  to  their  strong  thievish 
propensities. 

The  women  had  their  infants  with  them ;  but  n 
casual  observer  would  fail  to  discover  them.  Their 
|>nscucc  was  only  revealed  to  us,  when  (Iw  mother 
carelessly  untied  a  cord  which  encircled  her  waist, 
allowing  something,  which  we  su]>posed  was  an  article 
for  barter,  to  slip  doim  her  hack,  and  lifting  the  short 
jerkin  which  covered  her  body,  seized  it  with  the 
right  hand,  ilniwing  forth  by  the  feet  a  naked  iufent; 
adroitly  giving  it  a  turn,  she  placed  it  on  her  knoc,  and 
covered  its  body  with*  a  little  fur  jacket  similar  to  her 
own.  The  poor  Uttle  thing  could  not  have  been  more 
than  sU  or  eight  months  old.  It  never  cried  tii  the 
least  nt  this  rough  usage,  but  sat  in  perfect  quietness  on 
its  mother's  knee ;  and  how  it  remaiucd  there  I  ootdd 
s<su-eely  conceive,  for  in  the  engeniess  of  barter  it  was 
entin^ly  unhocded.  In  due  course,  the  infant  was  di- 
vested of  its  little  covering,  and  placed  in  its  former 
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,  position  oti  ttp  mothet's  Tiack;  lie  cord  tied,  and 
no  fiirtlier  evidence  of  its  presence  could  Ix;  obtained, 
except  when  iU  littlu  liend  occtLsiimally  protruded  from 
its  hiding-plAoe. 

There  wns  one  Imidar  wliicli  contained  women  only, 
several  of  whom  came  on  board,  looked  about  atten- 
tively, but  gave  little  externa!  evidence  of  surprise. 
They  had  an  animated  and  more  intelligimt  ex- 
pression than  wc  had  seen  others  of  their  sex  possess, 
added  to  a  great  display  of  cheerfulness,  convening 
in  a  most  lively  manner  amongst  themselves.  Being 
desirous  of  ascertaining  their  stature,  they  readily 
Bubmittod  to  my  measuring  them,  which  appv-nrcd  to 
niford  them  much  amusement.  They  were  tatooed  on 
tlie  chin,  having  a  vertical  line  about  half  an  inch  broad 
in  the  centre,  extending  from  the  lip,  'n-ith  a  parallel  but 
narrower  one  on  either  side  of  it,  a  little  apart.  Some 
had  two  vertical  lines  protniding  from  cither  angle  of 
the  mouth ;  which  is  n  mark  of  their  high  position  in  tlio 
tribe.  Their  hands,  notwithtitanding  the  great  amount 
of  manual  labour  to  which  they  aresubjtTt,  were  beau- 
tifully small  and  well-formed — a  description  equally 
appticalde  to  their  feet ;  and  their  teeth,  white  ajid 
rcgtJar,  were  displayed  to  c-onsiderable  advantage  in 
the  hearty  laugh  in  whieh  they  frequently  indiUgcd. 
As  these  women  formed  a  party  of  tlienisclvcs, 
unaccompanied  by  men,  they  demanded  all  our 
politeness  and  gaUantry.     Wc  made  cacli  of  them 
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presents,  with  which  they  seemed  much  pleased. 
One  of  them  was  good  enough  to  present  mc  with 
one  of  their  Fetishes,  an  ivory  budge  which  the 
Esquimaux  ever  carries  with  him  in  his  huntiiig  and 
fishiug  excuraions,  m  the  only  power  they  acknow- 
ledge of  being  able  to  affwd  them  success ;  for,  I 
regnjt  to  say,  they  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  eusteuce 
of  a  Supreme  Being.  It  is  about  four  inches  long, 
and  has  generally  some  rude  carving  of  birds  or 
animals  on  it.  They  lefl  us  with  every  demonstration 
tA  friendship,  and  paddled  their  baidar  with  great 
alacrity  to  the  shore.  Wo  observed  that  the  knives 
they  had  were  made  out  of  files,  which  we  presumed 
were  obtained  in  trading  with  the  Indians.  Some 
of  the  men  had  labrets,  a  disgusting  ornament  worn 
on  the  lower  Up. 

The  wind  still  remaining  light  and  unfavouroblu, 
we  continued  working  tho  ship  to  the  eastward, 
between  the  ice  and  tlio  shore,  in  water  varj-ing  from 
five  and  a  half  to  three  fatlioms.  Tlie  latter  could  not 
bo  approached  within  two  or  three  miles,  as  the  ship's 
drauglit  of  water  was  upwanls  of  fifteen  feet.  The 
difficulties  of  the  navigation  may  bo  easily  imagined, 
ve  having  no  charta  with  tho  Boundings  marked  to 
guide  us ;  the  ice  on  one  side,  and  the  lead-line  wi 
tlie  other  were  all  that  we  had  to  dcj>cnd  on. 

At  8  P.M.,  when  working  up  for  Point  Pitt,  which 
bore  S.S.E.,  ^  E.  the  ship  took  the  ground,  the  water 
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faavint;  suddenly  slioaled  to  two  lathoms  and  lliree- 
(piartcrs,  nnd  plentifully  stirred  up  tbc  nmd.  As  it 
was  a  soft  bottom,  unpleasant  as  our  situation  was, 
we  expected  to  have  her  soon  afloat  again.  The  only 
thing  to  be  feared  was,  a  sudden  change  of  mnd, 
bringing  the  ice  down,  which  was  then  ominously 
frowning  on  us,  at  no  very  great  distance.  Anchors 
were  laid  out  as  e:tpeclitiously  as  possible,  and  hove 
on  with  all  our  nvnilablc  strength  at  the  capstan ; 
and  we  presently  had  the  gratihcation  of  seeing  our 
eflbrts  attended  with  success,  and  the  ship  again  in 
motion. 

As  we  approached  this  point,  several  conical-shaped 
mounds  wcrcobscncd,  rescmbhng cnims,  standing  out 
in  bold  relief,  with  a  fine  clear  sky  for  a  buckgrouud, 
leaving  no  doubt  in  our  minds  as  to  their  artificial 
origin,  when  contrasted  with  the  uniformity  of  the  low, 
flat  8\irface  everywhere  aroimd.  When  aljout  three 
miles  distant.  Lieutenant  Cresswell  and  myself  were 
despatched  in  the  second  whale-boat  to  examine  thorn. 
On  reaching  the  Point,  wu  found  it  detached  from  the 
mainland,  a  narrow  channel  aepamting  them,  the  soil 
rather  swampy,  and  vegetation  less  luxuriant  than 
elsewhere.  The  raoimds  that  prcscnte<I  such  a  lofty 
appearance  at  a  dtstanco,  gradually  diminished  into 
comparative  insignificance  as  we  approached,  and 
proved  to  be  small  heaps  of  earth  about  three  feet 
higli,  which  the  refractive  power  of  the  atmosphere 
had  incrcascil  to  about  forty  feet. 
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On  examination,  tlicy  proved  to  be  nothing  more 
tlniu  Esquimaux  storc-hoiisfs  for  tlic  prodncU  of  tlic 
chase,  ooutaioiug  the  bones  of  animals,  with  other 
evidence  of  the  locaJity  having  been  at  one  time  their 
resort.  Old  traces  of  encampments  still  existed  in 
many  plocrs. 

A  mound  of  earth  was  erected,  in  the  centre  of 
which  we  placed  a  hoar*!  nith  the  bron<l  arrow 
painted  on  its  siiifnce,  and  a  record  of  our  visit 
deposited  ten  feet  to  the  magnetic  north.  'While  this 
was  in  process  of  erection,  I  proceeded  to  tlie  oppo- 
site side  of  the  point,  where  I  found  un  Indentation  of 
the  coast,  forming  one  of  its  numerous  crescentlc -shaped 
Uttic  bays.  I  was  »uq>riscJ  nt  the  vast  quantity  of 
driftwood  nccumuhtcd  on  its  shore,  several  acres 
being  thickly  covered  with  it,  and  many  pieces  at 
least  sixty  feet  in  length,  the  trunks  of  Rnc  trees.  I 
made  a  hasty  examination  with  a  view  of  discovering 
any  remains  of  a  boat  or  WTeck,  but  without  success. 
Our' work  being  completed,  we  reached  the  ship  in 
safety  soon  after  midnight.  Our  return  was  rendered 
pleasant  by  contemplating  the  magnificent  appearance 
of  the  sky  to  the  westward,  tinted  as  it  was  by  the 
most  brilliant  crimson  I  ever  beheld. 

In  the  next  few  days,  the  difficulties  of  the  navi- 
gatiou  were  much  increased  by  the  addition  of  fog, 
together  with  foul  wind  luid  currents.  Wo  had  not 
even  the  land  always  in  sight ;  yet  we  crept  along, 
reached  Harrison  Bav  on  the  0th,  whcu  the  altcnxl 
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appearance  of  the  water,  which  had  nearly  lost  its 
saline  character,  having  only  a  density  of  ]  000,  told 
lis  of  our  being  wltbiu  the  influence  of  the  River 
ColviUo, 

On  the  10th,  we  were  off  the  entrance  of  this 
river;  and  the  wind  which  had  bcrcased  to  the  force 
of  a  gale,  with  rain  and  snow,  wm  then  anything  but 
acceptable,  as  wc  conld  sec  but  little  distance  before  us. 
We  were  constantly  coming  in  contact  with  grounded 
pieces  of  ice ;  the  only  evidence  of  their  proxinii^ 
being  the  noise  of  water  dashing  against  thetii- 
Altbough  the  area  of  open  water  had  then  increaacd, 
yet  we  knew  not  the  moment  that  our  progress  might 
not  be  arrested  by  some  bidden  slioals  in  this  un- 
known 8Cft.  The  temperature  was  barely  above 
freezing  jwiiit,  usually  ranging  from  34°  to  37°,  and 
everything  woix;  an  a^iiect  tempestuous  and  dreary  as 
we  still,  surrounded  by  difficulties,  continued  on  our 
way. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  the  11th,  an  island  was 
observed  E.  by  S.  of  our  position,  which  proved  to 
l»e  one  of  Jones'  islands ;  anti,  as  we  approached, 
something  rr.scinbUng  a  cairn,  with  a  pole  in  its  centre, 
was  discernible.  At  4  a.m.,  Mr.  Court  and  myself 
were  dispatched,  when  about  three  miles  distant,  to 
examine  it;  and  the  moniing  being  Iwistcrons,  cold 
and  foggy,  we  had  a  long  and  cheerless  pull  to  its 
shores.  On  reaching  it,  we  found  the  island  to  be  about 
five  hundred  yards  Icmg.and  about  half  that  in  breadth 
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entirely  composed  of  sond  and  shingle,  mth  grrat 
quantities  of  driftwood  strewn  on  its  surface,  wliich, 
together  with  the  oombined  action  of  the  ice  aiid 
currents  had  doubtless  led  to  its  formation.  What 
appeared  to  be  a  cairn  when  viewed  &oia  the  ship, 
was  nothing  more  than  a  small  pile  of  driftwood, 
with  a  8(iar,  about  twelve  feet  long,  placed  vertically  in 
its  centre,  wliich  left  no  doubt  in  our  minds  of  its 
being  the  work  of  human  hands.  As  we  approached 
in  the  boat,  I  fancied  that  I  saw  two  figures  in  motion ; 
but  distance  and  the  fog  then  present  did  not  enable 
nie  to  speak  with  ccrtaintj ;  nor  could  I  discern  any 
footmarks  on  the  sand  in  support  of  tliis  opinion. 
On  examining  a  large  piece  of  ice.  some  twelve  or 
fourteen  feet  high,  which,  from  the  effects  of  pressure, 
had  been  force<l  on  the  beach,  its  surface  having  the 
Qppcaranoe  of  being  trodden  on,  with  sand  strewn  on 
it,  left  no  doubt  on  my  mind  of  there  being  Esj^jui- 
nmux  in  the  vicinity. 

After  thorougldy  exploring  the  ishmd  without  any 
satisfactoty  result,  we  erected  a  mound  of  earth,  and 
having  deposited  a  l>otUc  containing  a  record  of  onr 
visit,  we  took  our  dcparturo  and  returned  to  the  ship. 
^Ve  saw  numerous  Hocks  of  ducks  nt  a  distance,  and 
ilie  several  pools  of  water  in  the  island  were  the  resort 
of  the  Little  Sundcrliug  {Calidris  Arenaria) — we  shot 
several  specimens.  Soon  after  coming  on  board, 
aovcnd  Esquimaux  wero  seen  approaching  the  island 
in  baidurs,  who  in  all  prubability  had  been  watdiing 
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our  mm'cnionts  ooticralcd  behind  some  of  the  heavy 
grounded  ice  in  its  vicinity — confirming  the  opinion 
I  had  entertained  of  tlidr  presence.  They  were  soon 
observed  in  swift  pursuit ;  bat  as  we  were  then 
standing  out  towards  the  pack,  we  were  in  looae-sai)' 
ing  ico  before  they  reached  us.  They  were  at  onoe 
subject  to  the  usual  interrogatories  with  respect  to 
tliciqipeiimnce  of  white  men  off  the  coast,  but  nothing 
satisfactory  was  eUcited.  They  appeared  a  better-1 
class  of  people  than  those  met  off*  Point  Drew.  They 
aaid  that  on  hearing  shots  fired  in  the  direction  of 
the  island,  they  immediately  left  their  encampment 
on  the  main  land,  and  proa-cded  to  it,  where  tliey 
saw  our  footmarks,  and  the  ship  in  the  ofHng.  These 
people  supposed  we  had  come  for  trading  puqjoses, 
and  ap|>cared  to  doubt  our  veracity  when  informed 
that  we  were  then  in  search  of  lost  brothers,  whom 
they  were  desired  to  assist  sliould  they  appear  on  the 
coast. 

lx)To  of  barter,  and  an  avaracions  spirit  alone 
prevailed  amongst  ttieni,  and  they  had  evidently  come 
ofl'  prepared  for  opening  an  extensive  trade,  from  the 
amount  of  pn>[>crty  In  skius  they  had  in  their  boats, 
the  best  of  which  they  concealed  that  the  worst  might 
be  first  disposed  of.  We  proc\ired  from  them  a  good 
<(uantity  of  fish,  wild  ducks,  a  few  furs,  bows  and 
arrowR ;  the  former  were  at  once  issued  to  the  crew,  and 
proved  a  welcome  addition  to  their  daily  £iro. 
Tobacco  is  an  article  much  coveted  amongst  tliem,  a 
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piece  about  two  inches  in  length,  was  considered 
equivalent  for  a  fish,  but  obscning  some  of  us  cut  a 
stick  into  two  pieces,  the  wily  Esquimaux  immediot«ly 
cut  his  fish  into  two  portions,  aud  oHcrcd  them  for 
barter  on  the  same  terms.  A  dense  fog  coming  on, 
they  were  afraid  of  losing  their  way,  and  speedily 
betook  thcuist'lvcs  to  the  shore,  from  which  they 
eeldoLu  venture  to  any  great  distance. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  day,  we  continued 
working  our  way  under  the  same  adverse  cir- 
cumstances as  before.  Towards  ex'ening,  the  f<^  hanng 
partially  cleared  off,  a  low  flat  island  was  observed  to 
the  E.S.E.  and  as  we  approachetl,  a  niimbtT  of 
Esquimaux  cotdd  be  seen  running  to  and  fro  in  evident 
consternation  and  amazement.  We  stood  in  as  dose 
88  we  could,  intending  to  communicate,  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  a  supply  of  reindeer ;  the  number  of  people 
justif)ing  the  belief  that  their  encampment  might  be 
on  the  island.  It  was  considered  judicious  that  every 
precaution  should  be  taken  to  guard  against  trimchery 
or  surprise  ;  a  cutter  and  whale  boat  were  accordingly 
manned  and  armed,  in  which  Captain  M'CIure, 
Lieutenant  Creswell  and  myself,  accompanied  by  the 
icttrprcter,  proceeded  to  mL-et  them.  As  wc  ap- 
proQchcil,  they  made  the  usual  signal  of  peace,  which 
we  didy  returned  ;  when  wc  leaped  on  the  beach,  they 
come  down  to  receive  us,  an<l  ve  had  to  go  through 
the  customary  operation  of  rubbing  noses.  They 
manifested  a  friendly  di9]X)Hition,  and  infonned  us 
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that  their  encnmpmcnt  was  on  the  main  Innd,  so  that 
we  were  dlsapiwiiitcd  in  our  hopus  of  i>rocuring  a 
supply  of  venison.  They  were  evidently  in  conduct 
and  appcATancc  the  best  tribe  of  Esquimaux  wc  bad 
yet  seen  ;  they  fferc  also  cleaner  and  better  dressed. 
Their  chief,  Aitawa,  ^vus  n  fine  specimen  of  his  race, 
above  the  average  stature  and  generally  intelligent. 
To  him  wc  entrusted  a  tetter  in  a  canvas  bag,  to  be 
forwarded  to  one  of  the  Russian  Fur  trading  posts, 
but  were  obliged  to  toll  biin  its  contents,  before  he  took 
clurgD  of  it — by  ^vay  of  reward  for  this  we  presented 
hini  with  a  white  ensign  hoisted  on  a  boarding  pike, 
which  had  excited  so  mucli  of  the  wonder  and 
admiration  of  his  people,  and  made  several  presents  to 
(^icts.  We  hud  before  remarked  how  seldom  it  was 
that  wo  saw  any  articles  of  European  manufacture  in 
the  hands  of  the  several  tribes  wo  had  met  with, 
and  were,  therefore,  rather  surprised  to  see  a  gun 
with  one  of  thera,  which  was  carefully  ^Tapped 
up  in  skins.  On  examining  it,  the  words  '  Bamett 
London,  1840,'  was  eugra-ved  on  the  lock,  and  wc 
were  informed  they  had  received  it  in  trading  with 
other  tribes  to  the  southward.  Our  conference  had 
been  carried  on  clasc  to  a  large  fire  of  driftwoo<i  they 
had  kindh-d  on  the  betieh,  to  which  they  had  invited 
us  on  our  landing.  When  we  left  it,  they  escorted  us 
to  the  boats,  where  the  friendly  nasal  salutation  again 
took  place  ;  they  at  the  same  time  promising  to  xHsit 
the  ship   on  the  following   day,  with  a    supply   of 
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venison.  Thcec  people,  like  all  others  ve  had  scon, 
were  most  astonished  at  tlie  appcarnncc  of  the  sliip, 
and  entertnined  the  same  idea  of  her  bciug  u  great 
living  island.  They  watched  us  for  some  time,  then 
took  thur  departure  for  their  encauipment ;  the  cliief 
in  the  midat  ainying  the  flog,  with  evident  pride  of 
being  the  bearer  of  &u  valuable  a  present. 

Our  progress  during  the  night  being  inconsiderable, 
the  island  was  still  in  sight  on  the  morning  of  the 
12tli,  when  four  baidars  eamc  alongside,  fdlcd  with 
men  and  women.  They  came  on  boiml,  and  barter 
at  once  commenced,  but  inatead  of  the  supply  of 
vcniflon  thoy  had  promised  us,  all  wc  coidd  procure 
from  them  were  &  kw  ducks,  some  fish,  and  skins  of 
an  inferior  quality — all  those  of  value  1  obscntd  were 
kept  in  b  mystenous  looking  leather  bag,  in  strict 
charge  of  one  of  their  }uuiy  in  the  stern  of  tlie  boat. 
Tfaa  majority  were  strangers.  That  they  are  a 
thieving,  cunning  race  there  can  1>e  little  doubt,  and 
ihcy  would  be  equally  treacherous  and  deceitful,  were 
their  cupidity  exerted  by  anything  in  the  hands  of  a 
weaker  party,  notwithstanding  the  friendly  domon- 
strations  they  might  evince.  Although  several  were 
yesterday  the  recipients  of  our  bomity,  two  ^ 
them  made  most  atlrut  attempts  at  theft,  by  taking 
articles  of  no  less  magnitude  than  the  pump-winch 
and  an  ice-anchor.  Onr  observation  waa  attracted 
to  this,  by  seeing  a  fellow  stealthily  leaving  the 
ship  with  one  of   the   winches   partially   concealed. 
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His  boat  vas  immediately  cxnmincx),  and  tlie 
other  was  found  concealed  from  viov  by  a 
ivomnn  sitting  ou  it.  The  thief  was  evideotlj  un 
«ccoui|)lished  one,  for  wc  were  all  closely  watching 
their  conduct,  oud  the  scutiy  at  thu  gangvriLy  had 
special  orders  to  tliat  effect ;  but  their  cunning  and 
dexterity  had  quite  bnffled  us.  The  fellow  who 
attempted  to  posscjrS  himself  of  the  ice-anchor,  was 
cuught  ill  the  act,  it  beiiiy  nithcr  unwieldy  (about  fifty- 
six  pounds  weight)  to  move  readily,  but  ho  was  uot  dis- 
mayed when  dcteetcil  He  was  sunt  into  his  boat, 
and  not  again  allowed  on  boani.  They  took  tticir 
tieparturc  for  the  shore,  after  coiitinuc<i  attempts 
at  thieving  obliged  us  to  send  them  out  of  the 
ship. 

Considering  it  a  desinble  thing  that  some  pennn- 
nent  record  of  our  communicution  with  the  various 
tribes  wc  had  visited  should  bo  placed  in  their  hi\nd», 
as  proof  of  oiu-  havin|;  gone  along  the  coast,  for  our 
Conaort  or  any  other  ship  tliat  might  follow  us,  I 
suggested,  on  first  meeting  them,  that  the  ship's 
name  should  be  stamped  on  all  articles  we  gave  them, 
far  as  our  resources  could  effect  it.  I  accordingly 
>tc  it  in  hii^  letters  on  the  knives,  with 
>mc  corrosive  agents  in  my  possession ;  and  the 
interpreter  was  instructed  to  inform  them,  that  their 
Iviicccss  in  the  chase  would  much  depend  on  its 
presen-ation.  The  carpenter  (Mr.  Ford)  had  also 
very  ingeniously  made  some  copper  medals,  similarly 
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marked,  for  distribution,  nnd  Imd  lilccwiiie  witii  a 
diamoiiil  written  it  on  all  the  simill  looking-glasses — 
the  latter  being  much  prized,  and  on  object  of  very 
grcfit  astonialimeiit. 

Our  progress  to  tlic  eastward  being  mucb  retarded 
by  baffling  winds  and  currents,  wc  seldom  ovora|;cd 
more  than  twenty  or  thirty  niilea  a  day.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  easily  supposed  how  artieutl}'  we  hoped 
for  a  leading  n-ind ;  and,  as  it  fell  calm  towards 
evening,  faneied  it  uiight  prove  the  harbinger  of  a 
change.  The  boats  were  lowered  to  tow,  but  were 
soon  rocoUcd,  as  wo  found  the  ice  setting  towards  tho 
shore,  nnd  through  this  we  continued  our  slow  advance. 
Wo  sighted  another  small  island  in  the  course  of 
the  evening;  and  with  the  aid  of  our  glasses  saw  a 
numerous  herd  of  reindeer,  and  several  birds,  which, 
from  their  size  and  appearance,  I  considered  to  t>e  Uie 
North  American  Crane  {Grus  Canadenait},  the  first 
of  either  we  had  seen. 

Since  we  advanced  beyond  the  influence  of  the 
Golville  River,  the  sea-wat^T  had  agaui  become  more 
saline,  and  risen  in  density  to  1017.  The  temperature  of 
aa  generally  varying  from  freezing  point  to  40° — young 
ice  forming  nightly  on  the  pools  of  water. 
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OrR  position  on  tlic  morning  of  the  I3th  was  by 
no  means  improved.  Our  hopes  of  a  fnir  wind  had 
not  been  realized ;  wc  were  surrounded  by  heavy 
floc-ice,  and  through  its  intervening  narrow  channels 
Tvere  incessmitly  tacking  in  vain  endeavours  to  work 
to  the  north-t-aat.  As  wc  could  make  no  headway, 
and  the  weather  towards  noon  becomiug  thick  and 
Imzy,  it  was  resolved  to  hiik  our  fate  to  a  lai^ 
piece  of  floc-ice,  towards  which  the  ship  was 
warjjfd  and  secured  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
Our  first  object  was  to  obtain  a  supply  of  fresh 
water  from  one  of  the  numerous  pools  on  its  surface. 
In  one  of  thcio  a  small  fish  was  procmvd,  the  water 
being  perfectly  fi-esh,  and  the  pool  only  a  few  inches 
in  depth,  ou  the  surface  of  a  floe  which  averaged,  at 
least,  thir^  feet  in  thickness.  It  was  probably 
entangled  while  the  ice  was  in  formation. 

Wc  were  all  extremely  glad  to  take  advantage  of 
the  exercise  which  this  icy  field  aflbrded  us,  after 
being  so  longcontined  on  board,  rough  and  uneven  as 
vas  its  suTfacc,  for  there  was  scarcely  a  square  yard  of 
level  space.  We  amused  ourselves  at  archery  with  the 
bows  and  arrows  procured  from  the  Esquimaux. 
This  was  practised  with  a  degree  of  zest  equal  to  its 
novelty,  for,  !  believe,  there  was  not  au  arrow 
left  in  the  ship  in  the  courete  of  a  few  hours.  The 
evening  cIosmI  in  gloomy,  dense  and  foggy.  TTie  ioe 
to  which  we  were  attaclied  liaving  drifted  very  slowly 
to  (he  N.W.,  we  cast  off  from  it  on  the  following 
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inoming,  nnd  raadeaailto  N.N.W. — the  only  direction 
in  wliifh  we  could  go— the  wind  still  obstinately  blow- 
ing from  the  N.K.,    with  heavy,  formidable  looking 

loongealcd  mas^-s  everywhere  around.  Towards  noon 
a  shoal  was  obsened,  S.  31"  E.,  it  bud  the  form  of 
a  low  sand  bauk,  and  was  doubtless  in  process  of 
becoming  an  island,  in  a  manner  similar  to  others  I 
have  mentioned,  and  from  the  action  of  the  same 

^causes.  We  still  stood  on,  taeking  frequently  to 
avoid  the  frozen  barriers  that  stood  in  our  way,  with 
which  we  fre(|ucntly  camo  into  collision,  and  there 
could  exist  but  httic  doubt  that  we  were  again  in  the 
meshes  of  the  pack,  which  had  been  gradually 
Betting  towards  the  shore. 

The  depth  of  water  varied  from  four  to  seven 
fathoms,  and  shoals  were  evidently  numerous,  as  much 
of  the  ice  was  aground ;  our  area  of  water  was 
becoming  more  cireuinscribed,  and  the  report  from 
the  crow's-nest  tohl,  that  the  heavy  pack  surrounded  ua 
on  all  sides.  A  low  flat  island  was  discovered  not  far 
from  oiu'  position,  but  almost  concealed  from  view, 
by  an  outwork  of  grounded  ice  on  its  sliores ;  we  then 
floated  in  a  sort  of  basin,  being  the  only  water  any- 
where discernible,  and  from  appearances  wc  were  soon 
likely  to  be  fuiiiishcd  witli  the  unpleasant  eiipeneneo 
of  navigating  an  unknoivn  and  ice-bound  sea.  Our 
position  at  this  lime,  was  off  Yarborough  Inlet, 
betH'een  Point  Anxiety  and  Return  ReeC — a  me- 
morable part  of  the  coast,  vi-hcre  the  gallant  Fraukbn 
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Imd  some  five  nnd  thirty  years  previous,  cast  hia 
longing  eyes  to  the  westward,  in  vain  expectation  of 
succour,  and  from  whence  he  commented  his  return, 
baffled  in  the  hc^c^  he  CDtcrttiiticd  of  ruachiog 
Bchring's  Strait.  That  it  was  a  Point  Anxiety  to  us 
likewise,  we  soon  b'jcame  aware,  to  the  Licrcase 
of  our  pcT|)lexity.  The  water  having  been  gradually 
shoaling,  wc  found  ountclves  in  throe  and  a  lialf 
&thoms,  with  not  a  slmdow  of  hope  of  the  pack 
moving  off  on  either  side  for  the  present ;  our  only 
cliancc  of  escaping  the  dangLT  which  threatened  us, 
by  in  onr  t>cing  able  to  round  the  northern  exti-ciiic 
of  the  island  1  have  mentioned,  and  anehor  under  its 
lee.  until  the  ice  afibrded  ua  an  opportunity  of  getting 
agaia  bctweeD  it  and  the  shore,  and  clear  of  the 
dangerous  jwsittoii  in  which  we  were  then  placed. 
With  a  view  of  aacertalDing  our  ability  to  accouipliah 
this,  the  second  Master  was  dispatched  to  sound,  and 
1  occompanic^l  him  in  the  wliide  boat ;  wc  found 
water  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  the  ship,  and 
returned  on  board  with  this  pleasing  iDtelligcnoc. 
The  ship  had  been  hove  to  for  our  return,  sail  was 
mode  and  we  proceeded  towards  the  main  pack  as 
ar  as  we  could,  so  as  to  make  a  good  stretch  across 
for  the  island  on  the  next  tack — a  boat  at  the  same 
time  sounding  ahead  of  the  ship — when  from  some 
Cftusc  or  other,  having  deviated  a  little  from  the 
course  indicated  for  us  to  follow,  suildenly  the  ship 
struck  on  a  sand'bimk  and  grounded  in  two  and  a 
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half  fathoms.  It  being  considered  we  liatl  got  on  llic 
top  of  a  bank  fi-oiii  tlic  soundings  obtainwl  aliaid,  an 
.efibrt  was  iiiiulo  to  rim  lier  ovur  it,  witk  nil  plain  ouil 
set ;  the  boats  were  lowered  to  lighten  licr,  and  an 
anchor  was  laid  out  aliead  and  hove  on  from  tlie 
capstem  with  all  our  available  strength,  liut  in  vain. 
Persisting  in  this  course,  would  oidy  bfivc  increased 
the  labour  and  difficulty  of  getting  her  off,  as  we 
found  it  impossible  to  move  licr  over  the  bank,  nnd 
were  only  fixing  her  more  llrmly  in  her  jwsition.  An 
opposite  coui-se  was,  therefore,  adoptetl.  Wo  at  once 
shortened  sail,  anchors  were  laid  out  astern,  and  hove 
on,  but  with  no  good  result ;  it  was,  therefore, 
difficult  to  say  what  we  might  not  be  compelled  to 
do,  or  how  prolonged  would  be  the  labour  and 
exertion  ntTcssar)'  for  again  floating  her ;  and  as  wc 
had  been  for  five  houre  incessantly  nt  work,  it  became 
necessary  to  refresh  the  men  for  the  night's  labour 
now  before  us.  A  ration  of  bread,  meiit,  and  spirila 
was  issued,  and  it  l>cing  then  ten  o'clock,  Hftccn 
minutes  were  allowed  for  eating  it,  when  all  hands 
wore  piped  on  deck — with  cheerfulneaa  and  alacrity 
the  call  was  res|>ondeJ  to,  ofticers  and  men  were 
again  actively  nt  work,  and  no  hand  in  the  ship  was 
idle. 

All  the  provisions  on  deck,  consisting  of  thirty-five 
casks  of  three  hundred  weight  each,  were  hoisted  into 
the  baits,  the  heuvj'  anchors  were  idso  taken  o\il,  which 
tended  to  lighten  her  a  little.     While  thus  engaged, 
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the  ice  which  had  been  for  some  time  Betting  Aowa 
towurds  us  in  huge  cictaclicd  pieeos,  came  in  conLict 
with  our  cables,  and  then  fairly  on  our  broadside, 
requiring  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  keep  them 
clear  of  the  boats  with  the  provisions,  which  might 
have  been  readily  crushed  between  them  and  the 
ship.  What  was  most  to  bo  feared,  liupplly  did  not 
occur — the  mjun  body  of  ice  setting  domi — as  we  knew 
that  n  shght  iniptdse  would  dctcmiino  it  towards 
US,  and  the  result  under  the  circumstances  would 
have  been  our  total  destruction.  Orders  were  now 
given  to  have  all  in  readiness  for  pumping  out  the 
water,  about  twenty  tous  of  which  wc  had  in  the 
faults  ;  but  previously,  the  capstan  was  again  manned 
by  nil  hands,  and  (he  powerful  effort  which  was  then 
mode,  brought  o  cheering  report  from  the  leadsman 
astern,  that  she  had  taken  two  inches  of  the  Hne,  and 
had  consequently  moved. 

This  was  aulBcient  encooragcmciit  to  renew  onr 
efforts,  and  after  their  frequent  repetition,  we  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  success  attend  them,  and  our 
good  old  ship  once  more  afloat  and  lively  as  before. 
Our  labour  was  not  then  ended,  the  provisions, 
anchors,  Sk.,  had  to  be  hoistc<l  in  and  re-stowed ;  but 
having  experienced  the  effects  of  a  strong  south- 
westerly ctirtent,  it  became  ntvcssar}'  to  set  sail,  to 
render  tlie  ship  uinnageoble,  and  better  able  to  resist 
its  effects  wliich  might  again  bring  us  into  the  same 
difficulty.     While  doing  so,  the  boats  heavily  laden 
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were  towed  alongside,  when  Hie  third  wliale  boat  was 
unfortunately  capsized,  find  its  contents,  clfiven  casts 
of  prime  beef,  deposited  on  a  sjuidy  bed  in  five 
&thoma  water.  Wc  had  thiu  lost  no  less  than 
8344  Ibfl.  of  excellent  meat,  which  might  liave  been 
obriatcd  hod  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the  Officers 
been  adopted,  of  towing  this  boat  with  the 
others  to  leeward  rather  than  to  windward  of  the 
ship,  b»t  from  »omo  cause  not  in  my  power  to 
explain,  this  was  not  acted  on,  and  bitterly  did  we 
deplore  on  many  a  subsequent  day  of  hunger  and 
want,  the  loss  wc  then  sustained.  It  was  not 
until  4  A.M.,  that  everything  was  safely  on  l)oard, 
(except  o»r  beef)  and  we  sought  that  rust  for  which 
our  lato  exertions  had  well  prepared  us  to  enjoy. 

The  morning  of  the  15th  of  i^uil  was  tishcred  iu 
with  delightful  weather,  contrasting  forcibly  with 
that  of  the  few  previous  days — its  balmy  wnriutli  and 
mildiie&s  being  hut  rarely  met  with  in  these  regions 
cveu  in  the  lieiglit  of  ila  summer.  Tlie  sun  sbouc 
forth  brilliantly,  diffusing  an  amount  of  warmth 
which  rendered  our  clothing  almost  too  much  for 
US;  but  whenever  a  passing  cloud  obscured  his 
brightness,  oven  for  a  moment,  the  icy  chill  was  felt. 
Tliere  was  scarcely  a  breath  of  air  to  curi  the  surfoce 
of  the  water,  on  which  we  sluggisldy  lay,  surrounded 
on  all  aides  by  that  terriHc-tooking  pack,  whose 
prisoner  we  then  were.  Tlie  foruii<lable  appearance 
presented  by  the  ice  was  much  heightened  by  the 
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wonderfully  refractive  power  of  the  atniospliere, 
which,  added  to  the  extivnie  fineness  of  the  day, 
pnxluocd  an  aspect  of  grandeur  and  peculiar  beauty, 
that,  even  in  our  then  forlorn  position,  one  oould 
not  but  view  with  feelings  of  intense  admijation. 
The  turge  floe  picoc«  detached  froni  the  Dinin  lx>dy, 
pri^cntctl  u  beiiiitiful  (ippuuraucc  from  tlic  spotless 
whitenesa  of  their  pictiircsque  and  singulor  surface. 
Such  Ituge  massat  piled  on  each  other  coidd  mily 
have  been  effected  by  the  most  oolossnl  force.  On 
the  more  distant  pock,  refraction  had  exercised  ull  its 
distorting  power,  making  it  appear  a  lofty,  iiiipciictnil)lo 
WflU  of  crystal,  and,  its  outline,  rcqiiire<l  but  little 
effort  of  the  imngiiuition  to  trace  out  the  fomis  of 
cburclics  with  towering  spires,  C»8t<:lliitcd  luiiuiiiaiisiuid 
edifices  of  various  kindit,  rcfleettng  from  their  icy  sides 
tints  of  iridescent  hue :  all  produced  by  the  larger  pieces 
of  packed  ice,  thrown  together  by  a  power  that  sots 
all  Iminan  efforts  at  defiance. 

We  had  not  moved  more  than  a  few  yards  from 
our  position  of  the  ]}rcvious  evening,  unless  8li,^htly 
to  and  fro  by  the  partial  currents  which  existed. 
Indcc^l,  it  would  have  been  highly  dangerous  to  have 
done  so,  from  tliu  shallowness  of  the  water — only 
three  fatlioms  and  three  quarters  ;  or  we  might  have 
had  a  repetition  of  our  disaster.  VVc  were  still  close 
to  the  itland  we  had  {liscovcrcil,  when  aliout  10  a.m  , 
the  SccomI  Master,  Mr.  Court,  in  the  third  whale-boat, 
was  (k'spat(-licd  to  sound,  and  tjuleavour  to  seek  for 


CRITICAL    POSITION. 


121 


a  passage  that  might  lead  us  out  of  our  nu  pleasant 
jKwitioii.  Ou  hia  rctunt  iiiHjnt  noon,  his  rciwrt  was 
not  cheering ;  and  to  niu  thu  risk  of  iiiuving  without 
some  definite  plan  to  act  on,  surrounded  hy  shoals  as 
we  then  were,  with  tho  chance  of  the  ioc  scttisg 
duwti  on  us,  woiihl  have  heen  highly  injudicious.  One 
of  two  courses  only  rciuaincMl  for  luloption,  neither  of 
which  pruraisedmiy  cheering  re-»ult^.  Fii^t,  cither  to 
attempt  to  retriicc  our  stejts  through  the  heavy  Uioso 
ice  we  had  so  much  ditficulty  in  passing  the  previous 
day,  but  whirh  might  now  be  impenetmhle,  with  tho 
probability  there  existed  of  a  ehongt^  of  wind  setting 
the  ice  off  shore,  lunl  iiuinovenbly  fixing  us  in  its 
grasp ;  or.  secondly,  to  anchor  even  in  the  shallow 
water  we  were  in,  kiing  in  sight  of  the  maiiihind,  as 
the  lofty  range  of  the  Franklin  Mountains  wore 
discernible,  and  awnit  whatever  change  might  cnxxir 
in  the  elements,  to  drive  tho  ice  off  shont,  and  enable 
us  to  get  between  it  and  t)ie  land  once  more,  which 
certainly  appeared  the  nioRt  advisable  course  for 
adoption.  About  1  p.m.,  the  Captain  and  the  Second 
Master  pmccitded  iu  the  third  whale-boat,  with  a  ^now 
of  seeking  a  parage,  through  which  oiu"  tvcape  might 
Im!  effected,  but  returned  in  the  course  of  a  couple  of 
hours  with  no  better  intelligence — when  it  was  finally 
determined  to  anchor  where  we  then  were ;  and  the 
best  bower  unchor  was  let  go  in  tha-c  fittliorns  and 
three  quarters,  thus  to  awnit  whatever  fate  might 
iHrfall  us. 
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The  progressive  fall  in  tLe  baronietnr  for  tlirce 
8ucc(!3sivc  days,  led  us  rmlcntly  to  hope  for  ft  change 
of  wind  with  the  anticipated  cbaiigo  in  the  weather, 
which  we  tlwii  anxioiwly  awaited.  Towards  evening, 
the  clouds  hung  heavily  on  the  windward  horizon, 
the  sky  hccaine  overcast  and  lowering,  and  had 
ussiinicd  u  highly  uloctnc  ap{K;arance ;  and  the  air 
was  close  and  oppressive.  This  slate  had  scarcely  been 
estftbiishtxi,  when  vivid  flashes  of  sheet  hghtning  shot 
forth,  preceded  occasionallj  by  thunder,  neither 
loud  nor  prolonged ;  rain  fell  heavily ;  and  the 
ranc  at  the  uuist-hcad  told  us  that  the  wind  had 
"shiflcd  into  the  south-west  qiiartt-r.  The  Hghtning 
appeared  to  but  little  advantage  from  the  presence  of 
the  sun ;  otherwise  it  would  have  been  so  much  more 
efiective  in  heightening  the  wildneM  of  the  scene. 
I  could  not  but  think  that  lightning  with  darkness 
iu  these  regions  would  have  presented  an  appearance 
of  rare  grandeur.  With  this  change  of  wind,  the 
temperature  of  air  rose  from  31°  to  45* ;  and  the 
water,  from  my  last  examination  off  Jones'  Islands, 
bad,  in  this  short  spacft,  increased  in  density  to 
1025. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Ifith  we  were  still  at 
anchor,  the  contiguity  of  the  ice  preventing  us  &om 
taking  advantage  of  the  fair  wind  which  had  fa- 
voured us  but  for  a  short  time,  when  it  gnidimlly 
A'ltd  away.  It  had,  however,  aet  the  inshore  ioe  in 
motion,  and  materially  altered  its  aspect — the  loose  ioe 
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having  fairly  set  down  on  lis,  opcniag  to  view  nnrrow 
channela  of  water,  where,  «.  few  hours  previous,  there 
was  nolliing  to  be  seen  hut  heavy  iinjKiictnihle 
packed  ioe.  We  at  ouce  determined  to  take  ndvnn- 
tagc  (A  the  change,  and  endeavour  to  regain  the 
shore  if  possible.  The  anchor  was  weighed,  and  the 
boats  c-alle*!  away  to  tow — a  work  of  no  Ji^ht  nature 
under  the  circumstances — and  by  their  aid  we  con- 
tinued to  creep  along  until  about  I  p.m.,  wlicn  the  ice 
became  so  clasc  and  heavy,  an<l  the  channels  of  open 
water  so  narrow,  that  the  continuance  of  the  towing 
becnnie  impracticable.  The  boats  were,  therefore, 
called  alongside,  and  after  the  men  had  partaken  of 
dinner,  and  been  further  refreshed  with  an  extm  allow- 
ance of  spirits,  the  stniggic  whs  again  renewed.  Tbe 
pieces  of  ice  then  around  us  were  so  large  and  pon- 
derous, that  many  of  tliem  had  grounded ;  between 
which  and  generally  detached  tliroughout  this  loose 
section  of  the  pack,  were  smaller  pieces  floating, 
and  almost  entirely  obiitructing  tlie  narrow  channel 
of  water,  that  rendered  other  operations  necessary 
for  our  advance.  We,  therefore,  comnienoed  forcuig 
a  passage  by  boring  and  warping  the  slilp  through 
them.  Ice  anchors,  poles  and  hooks  were  had 
recourse  to ;  tlic  former  laid  out  aud  well  secured 
in  the  ice,  were  hove  on  from  the  copstan,  the  poles 
and  books,  at  the  sauie  time,  were  in  requisition  to 
romovo  the  ainnller  floating  pieces  that  retarded  our 
snail-like  progress,  while  the  ice  master,  from  tbe 
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crow's-nrst,  directed  (is  into  those  channels  or  leads 
of  water  wbich  appejircd  to  present  tlic  giviitist 
focilitica  for  getting  clear  of  our  very  awkward  posi- 
tion. Tlius  we  advanced  through  narrow,  Kig*«ag 
channels,  none  of  wliich  were  sufficiently  l.xrgo  to 
admit  a  Iwat  even  without  oars  j  and  through  narrow 
passes  where  tlie  siiip  was  forcibly  thrust  liy 
the  united  power  of  us  all.  Wo,  at  length,  got  within 
thirty  or  forty  yards  of  water  much  clearer  than 
any  other  ^ixicu  that  could  be  ol)8cr\'cd  around,  but 
with  little  hojM!  of  our  being  able  to  reach  it,  fmni 
the  heavy  ami  closely  packed  charnctcr  of  the  ice, 
which  was  still  setting  down  and  curtaiUiig  yet 
further  its  already  very  limited  area.  Our  difiicidtics 
then,  indeed,  appeared  to  augment  as  we  gazed  on 
the  insu^eiiible  ubstucles  that  lay  in  otur  path;  but 
we  went  boldly  and  n^solutely  to  Mork  to  gni]>plo 
with  them,  and  by  a  patient  and  jwrseveriug  us€  of 
the  means  I  lia\c  siKiken  of,  aud  the  zealous,  ener- 
getic efforts  uf  all,  we  had,  at  length,  the  satisfaction 
nf  seeing  our  exertions  attended  with  the  success 
we  had  liopcd  for,  but  coidd  scarcely  hove  expected, 
after  seven  hours  incessant  toil. 

We  had  reached  a  small  space  of  open  water, 
tlirough  which  the  ship  was  then  wurped,  by  laying 
out  ice-anehoi-s,  until  we  had  got  us  far  as  it  then 
stxnied  ju.lictous  to  advance,  and  uiudo  fust  to  a 
huge  mass  of  snow-white  ice,  grounde<l  in  four 
fathoms  water,   yet    from    fourteen  to    fitleen   feet 


AK    ICit   SCENE. 


125 


high  from  the  water's  eilj^e — (be  effect  of  pressure 
liavi[ig  thus  forced  it  much  above  it*  line  of  floata- 
tiou.  It  had  a  stirfaoe  of  nbout  half  nn  acre  in  t-xtcnt, 
W1&  B  remarkably  ^no  imposing  outline;  nod  here 
we  rested  after  our  rcccut  conflict,  being  then  uutihic 
to  make  further  udvancu. 

The  cveninji  was  uiiltl,  clear,  and  serene,  with  not 
A  breath  of  nir,  and  the  lovely  yet  frigid  scene  around 
appenml  to  wonderful  advantage ;  for  an  ice- 
bound sea  presents,  at  times,  features  of  poc-ulior  and 
pictiiro^uc  beauty,  such  as  can  only  l>c  seen  in  the 
cUctrrlcss  regions  of  the  Polar  Ocean.  There  was  a 
deathlike  stillness  and  solitude,  bat  associated  with 
sublimity  und  umndeur  rei{;ning  everywhere  around, 
as  I  Maiked  out  on  the  ice  and  gazed  in  athnimtion 
on  the  icy  scene  before  me.  But  there  we  wore 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  regions  of  frozen  water, 
shut  out  apparently  from  that  ami  of  the  sea  that  wo 
yearned  so  much  to  reach,  without  any  vi8il)te  hope 
of  escape,  unless  the  aspect  of  [ifTiiii's  should  wonder- 
fully alter.  The  numerous  inequalities  of  surface 
aud  irregularities  of  tlic  pack  added  variety  to  its 
beauty ;  many  iee  islets  floated  about,  oiid  one, 
not  of  a  ditlerent  diameter,  lay  in  our  immediate 
vicinity.  They  were  beaulifidly  reflected  in  water  of 
a  JuiiTor-ltke  sfnoothiiess,  apparently  forming  the 
margin  of  a  great  lethercal  basin,  for  the  canopy  of 
heaven,  nith  its  Hch  blue  sky,  lofty  and  wull-dcHned 
Cirri,  found  there  un  equally  truthful  and  picturesque 
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reflection,  and  npjKmred  as  if  contained  within 
it.  But  what  a  peculiar  feature  the  prcscuce  of  our 
«l)ip  iinpurted  to  this  scene  as  she  then  Uy 
secured  to  a  gigantic  mass  of  that  clement, 
which  had  lately  so  often  endangered  her  safe^. 
She  apjKJjired  as  if  a  captive  in  its  icy  grasp,  as  no 
tmce  of  our  entrance  into  this  isolated  puntl,  nor  any 
path  whereby  to  eifect  our  exit,  was  anjTvhere  to  be 
seen.  So  rapidly  was  the  ice  setting  down  on  us, 
that  we  determined  to  remain  in  our  present  position, 
without  nttituiptiiig  any  further  effort  to  advance ; 
indeed  this  would  have  l>cen  utterly  futile,  until  the 
morning,  when  wu  hoped  for  u  fair  wind  and  more 
open  sea  to  facilitate  our  onward  progress — the  delay 
likewise  uSbrdiiig  us  that  rest,  so  much  requinid, 
after  a  day  of  most  Inbonous  exertion. 

Our  contiguity  to  the  island  which  had  not  been 
far  distant  at  any  time  for  the  two  previous  days, 
induced  some  of  us  to  forego  sleep  and  explore  it. 
From  the  great  number  of  seids  we  had  seen,  wc 
concluded  that  fish  was  plentiful ;  and,  with  a  vtcw  of 
procuring  some,  we  resolved  to  haiil  the  seine.  The 
tliird  whale-boat,  with  a  crew  of  volunteers  from 
the  ship's  company  was  soon  manned,  the  fisliing  gear 
in  readiness,  and  &  party  of  us  proceeded  to  titc 
shore.  On  landing,  we  kindled  a  huge  fire  of  drift- 
wood ;  some  commenced  preparations  for  fishing, 
while  others  proceeded  to  explore  the  island,  and  took 
our  guus  iu  expectation  of  mcctiug  with  some  of  the 


VtVt  ISLAND. 


127 


nnnicrous  flocks  of  ducks  that  had  been  observed.  I 
found  this  island,  like  others  I  bad  visited,  (.-iitirely 
oomposMi  of  sand,  sliingle,  and  driftwood;  its  greatest 
dtivation  was  not  uiore  than  six  or  eight  feet  nbovo 
water,  its  outUncim!giilnr,  about  three  or  four  miles  in 
circumfcroDCC  -,  in  the  centre  was  a  lagoon  of  shallow 
water,  and  the  beach  xvaa  sloping,  with  tJie  grcattst 
elevation  near  the  uatcr,  from  the  pressure  of  the  ice 
forcing  up  the  sand.  The  water  was  most  shallow  on 
that  side  nearest  the  coast  of  America,  with  which  it 
will,iu  the  course  of  time,  doubtless, become  continuous. 
It  was  quite  devoid  of  verdure — a  few  tufts  of  saxi- 
frage and  stunted  grass,  the  only  trace  of  vegetation. 
The  pebbles  were  chiefly  of  granitic  character,  with 
porphyij",  day-slate,  mica-scliist,  ironstone,  &c.,  all 
smooth,  and  much  water-worn.  We  found  two 
crania  of  whales,  one  lying  on  the  surface,  and  the 
other  partly  imbedded  in  the  soil;  saw  traces  of 
foies,  and  came  on  the  recent  track  of  a  bear,  where 
he  had  been  feasting  on  the  Ijody  of  a  seal  hut  a  veij 
short  time  before.  These  wc  followed  up  in  the  hope 
of  meeting  with  Bruin,  as  they  were  the  iirst  traces 
we  had  mt-t  with  ;  but  he  had  betaken  himself  to  the 
ice.  "We  came  on  a  well-trodden  bear  path,  which 
led  us  to  siippow  this  island  was  a  frequent  resort  of 
these  hairy-  denizens  of  the  north,  with  some  of  whom 
we  longt'd  to  have  an  encounter.  As  it  was  approaching 
midnight,  wc  retraced  our  steps  towards  the  boat — the 
blaze  of  the  huge  fire  burning  brightly  in  the  distance 
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afTording  113  a  good  guide  across  the  sandy  waste,  on 
wliich  tho  foot  of  man  had  never  before  trodden. 
The  fishermen  had  no  success  ;  and  we  bad  only  shot 
A  k-.w  Ducks,  the  Kidcr  and  Long-tail. 

W'e  soon  embarked,  and  proceeded  to  the  ship, 
distant  about  half  a  mile,  aud  found  a  film  of  ice  on 
the  sea,  which  was  the  lirst  appearance  of  salt  water 
Ireexing  we  had  seen,  and  evitlcuccd  an  advancing 
season ;  ita  density  was  then  1014.  Tho  air  hud 
become  cold,  dense,  luul  humid ;  and  it  wus  sur- 
prising the  distjince  the  voioe  could  be  heard,  tlirough 
an  atmosphere  that  had  become  wonderfully  ro- 
fractive,  distorting,  in  a  surprising  dtigree,  every 
object  in  our  view. 

At  4  A.M.  on  the  17th,  the  ship  wns  cost  off 
From  the  floe,  and  we  again  conuncnced  our  advance 
by  warping  oa  before ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  couplo 
of  hours,  having  only  mode  a  few  yards,  the  weather 
had  become  so  fog^y  and  the  ice  so  close,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  proceed,  and  we  again  made  lust  to  a 
Hoc  to  await  a  more  propitious  state  of  tilings. 
hni^e  qunnlities  of  ice  hoving  set  down  during  the 
night  to  the  north-west,  we  expected  to  lind  that 
which  was  the  day  befor<^  quite  impeuctrable,  now 
loose  sailing  ice — but  aa  yet  in  vain. 

So  fettered  does  the  nsjiect  uf  affairs  l>ecome  in  a 
short  fiuic  fitim  slight  causes  in  ice  navigation  ot  this 
season  of  the  year,  that  tho  delay  of  a  few  moments 
nuiy  ciuisc  a  ship  to  be  immovcabty  iixed  in  drilling 
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&a^cnts  or  &  section  of  the  pncic  withont  any  means 
of  escape ;  or,  on  tlio  otlier  hand,  a  change  \a  tlic 
wintl  or  in  tbe  cjinxtion  of  thi:  current,  may  in  an  equally 
short  space  of  time  cause  such  an  alterution  in  the 
character  and  disposition  of  the  pnck,  that  instt--ad  of 
an  appearance  terrific  and  formidable,  loose  streoros  of 
ice  bt'come  dt-tachud,  and  narrow  channels  of  water 
fonncd — so  varied  and  ever  varying  is  ita  aspect. 
Thus  fond  hopes  arc  indulget!  in,  only  to  be  blighted, 
and  the  bitterness  of  disiippointmeut  keenly  felt,  that 
the  germ  of  reviving  hope  may  be  more  gladly 
nurtured  and  made  welcome  when  it  comes.  Feelings 
of  anxiety,  hop^^  joy,  disainxjintment  and  terror,  often 
follow  each  other  in  rapid  succession,  and  thus  keep 
the  tnind  in  a  state  of  constant  excitement.  Ice 
navigation  is,  therefore,  tbe  school  for  testing  the 
powers  of  patience  and  endnrance,  and  calling  into 
activity  all  the  perseverance,  energj',  judgment  and 
dnnng  that  men  arc  possessed  of. 

As  there  was  every  probability  of  the  ship  being 
momentarily  placed  in  such  a  position,  that  the  rud- 
der might  become  damaged  or  rendered  useless  by  the 
pressure  of  the  ice;  the  crew  were  practised  in  unship- 
ping it,  80  that  on  any  sudden  emergency,  they  might 
accomplish  this  with  dexterity. 

About  S  P.M.  wc  were  again  under  weigh,  and 
made  iiail  with  a  hght  variable  wind  from  E.N.E. — the 
ice  having  l>eoomc  sufficiently  open  to  udniit  of  our 
making  a  few  short  tucks  to  clear  the  island.     Tn  the 
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coarse  of  an  liour,  the  wind  to  our  great  joy  Tecred , 
round  to  the  north-west,  enabling  us  to  ptirsae  a' 
oonrK  to  E.N.E.,  the    water  at    the    same    time 
increased  in  depth  to  aix  fathoms,  and  the  change  we 
had  so  anxiously  looked  for  had  at  length  token 
pUce.      The  pleasure  which   we   all   derivetl   fronLj 
bAving  the  ship  under  canva.ss  as  a  propelling  power^ 
the  first  time  for  the  previous   three   days,  became 
enhaaocd,  as  she  matic  good  way  through  a 
pack  with  a  favourable  wind,  in  water  as  smooth  as 
a   pond.    Thus   a  formidable  bonier    iliat  existed 
but  a  few  hours  before,  and  one  which  no  earthly 
power  could  overcome,  was  now  happily  removed  by 
that  Divine  power  who  wills  the  course  and  might  of 
nil  elemental  forces,  nnd  cheerily  did  we  then  wend 
our  way  through  heavy  packed  ice,  heartily  grateful 
for  that  interposition  which  hod  enabled  us  to  do 
so. 

We  continued  our  progrras  for  the  remainder  of 
the  day,  the  impediments  still  diminishing ;  l-be  ship 
occasionally  sustjiiiiiug  some  heavy  shocks  iis  the 
ice  came  across  our  path,  causing  all  the  Itells 
to  ring.  This  was  then  a  source  of  omuseinent, 
elated  ns  we  were  at  our  hnppy  deliveronce,  par- 
ticularly on  casting  a  glance  astern,  and  beholding  the 
fioHition  wc  had  occupied — au  uninterrupted  field  of 
heavy  packed  ice,  in  which  we  would  have  inevitably 
been  besot. 

Several  small  islands  were  passed  in  process  of 
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formation ;  some  a  few  feet  above  \vatcr,  and  otliers 
just  flppcaring  above  tlic  surface;  shoals  evidently 
abounding  on  all  sides.  Kveuing  closed  in  with  a 
change  of  wind  to  a  sLill  nmre  favoorable  quarter, 
8outb-u-est,  wbicb  liad  the  effect  of  setting  the  ice  off 
sbOTC,  and  consequcutly  of  iucreiising  the  area  of 
open  water,  and  of  fui-ther  favouring  our  progress 
to  the  eastward. 

On  Suuduy  the  ISth,  the  weather  had  become 
(ogsy  ^^i^^  occasional  ruin  and  sleet,  the  usual  con- 
comitants of  a  suuth-westArrly  wind ;  several  small 
islands  were  seen,  and  almut  10  a.m.  vc  passed  that 
bearing  tlie  name  of  '  Flaxmiui,'  diseoveriid  by  the 
brave  Franklin  in  his  early  exploration  of  the  coast  of 
America.  Towards  noon,  the  low  coast  of  the  main 
land  was  to  our  groat  satisfaction  agmn  visible,  wttb 
a  lofty  range  of  snow-capped  mountains  in  the 
distance;  the  sea  was  overj'where  clearer  of  ice,  the 
wind  was  steadily  fresliening.  and  there  was  evciy 
reason  to  hope  that  we  were  on  th«  eoufnics  uf  that 
exjMUise  of  water  which  thai  accomplished  ojid  dis- 
tinguished Arctic  traveller,  Sir  John  Richardson 
mentions,  as  ext«uding  off  the  const  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Mackenzie  river  every  Bummcr.  High  were 
our  hopes,  and  Qnlcnt  our  expectations  at  the 
favourable  circumstances  that  now  enabled  us  to 
shape  a  course  for  Banks'  X<and ;  and  us  its  western 
limits  were  unknown,  none  could  say  how  soon  it 
might  be  reached,  the  ship  going  seven  and  a  half 
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knots.      The    pleasure    wc   then   cxpcricnocd  com- 
pensated us  for  oil  our  previous  nrixiety. 

There  was,  at  the  time    the  eourse   was  altered-J 
for    it,    a    gentle    heaving    of    the    ship — a    sure 
indication  of  a  large  expanse  of  open  water  before 
OS,  and  it  had  gradually  deepened  to  sixty  fathoms. 

The  masses  of  floating  ice  wc  had  passed  during 
the  day,  appeared  to  have  assuracd  more  of  an 
architectural  character,  so  accurately  as  almost  to 
afford  evidence  of  design — tunnels,  columns,  fu(;ades, 
pediments,  and  temples,  wliich  in  the  accuracy  of 
their  proi)ortiona  would  have  reflected  no  discredit 
on  a  rising  architect.  Grottoes  too  there  were,  so 
beautiful,  as  if  nature  had  exhausted  her  best  skill  in 
their  formation. 

The  morning  of  the  1 9t!i  wore  a  wild  and  gloomy  as- 
pect, lor  the  wind  had  freshened  to  a  gale,  and  changed 
more  to  tiic  westward ;  snow  fell  uninterruptedly, 
and  more  than  all,  we  had  again  encountered  the 
pack,  then  ninety  miles  from  land,  with  immense 
floes  intervening,  and  could  obtain  no  soundings  in 
195  fathoms.  Wc  still,  however,  pressed  on  wherever 
the  slightest  opening  appeared,  and  were  gradually 
getting  farther  into  the  nicshcs  of  the  main  park, 
tmtil  at  length  our  prepress  was  arrested,  and  a 
further  advance  became  quite  impracticable.  The  ship 
had  already  sustained  some  heavy  shocks,  and 
brought  up,  with  all  sail  set  frequently,  in  our 
endeavours  to  penetrate  and  force  a  passage  through 
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the  loose  stream  ice  tliat  lay  in  our  way.  It  was, 
tlicrcfore,  quite  impossible  to  pxirsue  our  course,  and 
we  stood  along  the  jtark  edge  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  any  circuinstniice  likely  to  favour  our  northerly 
advauce.  But  our  position  had  become  very  perilous, 
owinf^  to  the  certainty  of  being  beset,  ou  the  least 
change  of  wind  to  the  southward,  for  all  the  heavy 
floes,  which  had  streamed  off  from  the  main  bo<ly  of 
ice,  were  in  motion  nnd  would  sjx-edily  have  closed 
the  narrow  channcU  of  water  iii  wliieh  wo  moved, 
and  fixed  us  in  an  everlasting  grasp,  ahould  a  worse 
fotc  not  instantly  have  befallen  us. 

It  was  [piite  evident  we  had  run  on  our  northerly 
course  into  one  of  thoec  deep  iudcntations  of  the  pack 
80  frequently  met  with,  and  had  penetrated  as  far  as 
it  was  possible ;  as  the  ice  master  could  not  observe 
from  his  aerial  position,  a  trace  of  water  throughout 
the  wide  extent  of  tbe  dreary  wilderness  which  lay 
cxjKMud  to  his  view.  Our  attempt,  therefore,  to 
peach  Banks'  Land  in  this  direction  having  failed, 
the  oidy  course  left  for  us  to  pursue  was  to  follow 
the  pack  edge  towards  the  mainland,  where  our 
chances  of  effecting  more  might  probably  be  greater, 
could  we  reach  the  known  longitude  of  its  northern 
outline;  besides  which,  we  were  escaping  from  a 
critical  position,  where  in  a  moment  our  efforts  might 
have  Ijccn  irrctricviihly  paralyzed.  We  therefore  kept 
away  to  the  south-east ;  and  later  in  the  day  had  to 
pursue  a  southerly  course,   to  keep  clear  of  those 
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formidable  bamors  which  opposed  our  progress,  but 
with  whose  colossal  jiowfir  and  might  wc  iJiired  not 
attempt  to  cope,  having  so  often  tried  it  in  vain.  The 
deep  sea  lend  was  sent  down  in  ninety  fnthoms, 
but  obtained  do  soundings  ;  the  temperature  was  found 
to  be  29"5 ;  but  towards  midnight,  having  been 
rapidly  appruaching  the  coni«t.  we  {rot  soundings  in 
twenty  fathoms — mud,  and  we  were  getting  once  more 
into  a  more  open  sen :  our  anxiety  to  reach  which  was 
great,  as  the  vast  floes  we  escaped  from  were  all 
closing  on  the  parent  pacTc,  and  we  could  not  but 
feci  deeply  grateful  for  that  Providential  goodnesa-J 
which  had  again  safely  delivered  us  ^m  our  perilons 
position  of  the  morning.  This  ice  was  unanimously 
pronounced  the  most  stupendous  we  had  yet  seen— 
from  its  heavy,  tcrriTic  appearance,  it  must  have 
been  the  growth  of  ages ;  and,  was  doubtless,  that 
pack  which  extends  unintcmiptedly  from  shorts  to 
shore  of  the  Polar  Sea,  except  where  the  presence  of 
huid  may  intcn-enc. 

Night  closed  in  with  the  same  wild,  tempestuous 
asppi-t  as  the  morning — cold,  raw  and  foggy.  The 
temperature  of  sea-water  had  fallen  to  2ir,  and  that 
of  air  ranged  from  SS'*  to  34'* ;  the  decreasing 
density  of  the  water  lOlO,  told  us  of  oiu"  coming 
within  the  influence  of  the  Mackenzie  Hivcr.  As 
there  was  then  some  hours  of  partial  darkness' 
the  absence  of  the  sun  rendered  c^cn'lhing  more 
cheerless. 
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Enrly  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  after  having 
8ailc:<l  through  seventy  miles  of  heavy  floe-ice,  a  low 
point  of  land  was  oljserved  to  the  southward,  with 
the  range  of  BtickliiiuL  Mountains  in  the  distant 
background,  but  it  was  wos  soon  lost  to  Nicw  irom 
the  dense  hazt;  formed  over  it.  Towards  noon  there 
being  an  appearance  of  open  water  to  the  northward, 
we  again  stood  towards  it,  imwilling  to  rolinqnish  our 
cherished  hope  of  reaching  Banks'  Land,  and  still 
Duxious  that  no  opportunity  should  possibly  escape 
U4  of  forcing  a  passage  through  the  ice,  if  this  was  In 
the  [Mwcr  of  iiuiiian  eflurts  lo  effect.  We  had  not 
proceodcti  fur,  however,  wlieu  the  same  iin|>t>iietrablc 
front  presented  itself,  and  sailing  through  loose  ice, 
■against  wluch  we  struck  heavily  from  time  to  time, 
we  again  found  ourselves  sun-ouuded  on  all  sides. 
The  wind  having  fallen  light,  as  it  generally  did,  when 
WQ  were  advuuccd  in  the  pack,  our  progress  became 
quit*  arrested,  and  we  were  drifted  in  a  current  found 
Betting  to  5.E.  A  calm  subsequently  intervening, 
the  bouts  were  lowered  to  tow,  and  cotitiiiued  doing 
80  for  four  hours,  counteracting  in  some  degree  the 
power  of  the  current.  They  led  us  round  a  pix)- 
jccHnf;  |K)int  uf  ice,  where  the  water  appeared  more 
open,  we  having  been  obliged  to  do  this  with  the  sliip's 
head  to  the  south-west — diametrically  opposed  to  onr 
course.  It  would  have  been  injudicious  to  exliaust 
the  strength  of  the  men  in  towing  us  further  in  a 
retrograde  course,  and    we  had  reached  a  position 


15S 


THE  NORTH-WEST  PASSAGE. 


when*  we  might  for  a  time  ancbor.  at  considerable 
risk  it  is  true,  and  hope  for  a  breeze  beforo  morning, 
which  would  do  more  for  tis  in  an  hour  or  two,  thau 
the  prolong(?d  efforts  of  tlie  crew  throughout  the 
night.  The  boiits  were  [iccwdingly  ctdled  alongside, 
and  a  kedge  anchor  let  go  in  seventeen  and  a  half 
fiithotiis — ^luud.  Wo  were  stiU  oti  the  edge  of  the 
pack,  and  in  the  midst  of  ice.  Kveiy  precaution  was 
consequently  taken,  i«  the  event  of  our  being  beset, 
or  of  our  position  becoming  more  critical  duhng  Uie 
sight,  that  the  proper  means  to  obviate  eitlier  mighk 
be  at  once  had  ircoiirse  to. 

Thus  again  had  we  completely  failed  m  attempting 
to  penetrate  the  pack,  and  shape  u  cuur%  for  Banks' 
Land,  which,  nftor  repeated,  toilsome,  and  hazardous 
trials,  wc  found  an  utter  impossibility  from  that  pari 
of  the  Polar  Sea.  No  earthly  means  of  any  magni- 
tude or  power,  aided  by  all  the  best  appliances  of  art, 
and  guided  by  the  judgment,  ingenuity,  and  best 
energies  of  man,  could  avail  in  the  sligbtcet 
d^ree,  in  siuiuoiuitiiig  the  ovcrwhclaiing  obstacles 
wtrich,  on  tbcse  occasions,  opposed  our  progress.  It 
was  to  l>e  regretted  that  we  had  again  lost  our  fair 
wind,  which  we  calculated  wouli!  ore  this  have  taken 
Us  to  the  eastward  of  the  Mackenuc,  as  well  as  much 
valuable  time,  by  numiiig  into  the  pack,  and  making 
another  fruitless  attempt  to  proceed  to  the  northward, 
after  the  experience  we  recently  had  ;  but  our  motive 
in  doing  so  was  a  laudable  one,  and  wc  consoled  our- 
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selves  with  the  reflection  that  we  had  left  nothing 
undone.  Although  we  did  not  obtain  success,  we 
fancied  that  we  deserved  it. 

For  the  few  preceding  days,  we  had  been  quite 
forsaken  by  aU  the  feathery  tribe,  whose  frequent 
appearance  in  flocks  was  gladly  hailed,  euhvening  as 
they  did,  the  cheerless  aspect  around.  Not  a  seal 
even  was  visible,  nor  a  trace  of  animated  nature 
anywhere  to  be  seen.  Nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  the 
sound  of  the  rippling  current  against  the  neigh- 
bouring floes,  which,  together  vrith'  the  measured 
stroke  of  the  oars  in  the  boats  towing,  as  it  fell  faintly 
on  the  ear,  alone  broke  the  dreary,  aoUtary  stillness 
which  everywhere  prevailed.  Snow  falling  heavily 
contributed  much  to  the  gloomy  and  cheerless  aspect 
of  the  evening. 

At  5  A.M.,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  a  light 
breeze  sprung  up  from  the  N.E.,  when  we  weighed 
anchor,  made  sail,  and  stood  away  to  the  southward, 
that  we  might  get  clear  of  the  heavy,  loose  ice  which 
surrounded  us ;  and  pursuing  this  course  for  a  few 
hours,  we  got  into  water  comparatively  free ;  and 
land  was  again  seen  from  the  mast-head,  which 
subsequently  proved  to  be  Garry  Island.  About 
10  A.M.,  we  passed  through  a  distinct  line  of  tide, 
running  N.E.  and  S.W.  The  water,  at  the  same  time, 
on  the  inshore  boundaiy  of  the  line,  rose  in  tempera- 
ture from  31°  to  Z9°,  that  of  air  rose  suddenly  from 
30**  to  38".     The  former  became  discoloured   and 
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bnickisli,  and  sank  in  density  from  1018  to  1012; 
and  tlicrc  could  exist  no  doubt  that  ^vc  had  nC  length 
arrived  within  the  influence  of  the  Jiackenzie  River: 
this,  our  position,  nsc«rtftincd  at  noon,  full}'  continned. 
As  we  flpproaclied  the  land,  wo  found  the  water 
shoaled  ropidlv,  nntil  we  got  into  four  fathoms,  when 
we  were  obliged  to  work  the  ship  from  shoal  wat«r  to 
the  ice,  tacking  incessantly  in  from  seven  to  fonr 
fiithoma.  This  shallowness  was  doubtless  owing  to  the 
proximity  of  the  ishiuds,  as  we  were  then  forty  miles 
from  the  shore  of  the  mainland  ;  hut  nxrent  experience 
of  shoals  elsewhere  fully  justitied  our  not  attempting 
to  approach  nearer  than  in  fonr  fatlioms.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  water,  loaded  with  mud,  causes  the 
abvuidaiit  deposition  of  alluvial  matter  in  the  neigh- 
bourhontl  of  those  islands  laid  down  in  the  chart,  and 
fovours  the  opinion  that  they  are  Btill  increasing  in 
extent,  or  that  new  ones  are  springing  into  existence. 
Indeed,  this  part  of  the  coast  appears  to  be  still  iu 
process  of  foroiatioii  from  the  vast  amount  of  alluvium 
brought  down  by  the  larger  rivers,  Mac-kcnzio  and 
t>>lril!e,  together  with  numerous  smnllrr  ones ;  and  the 
streams  and  rivulets  that  course  through  tbo  country 
in  the  seiison  of  thaw,  and  empty  themselves  into  the 
Folar  Sea,  all  snrchnged  with  the  material  which  is 
lo  add  still  further  to  the  extent  of  tills  great  conti- 
nent. 11ie  quantity  of  driftwood  strewn  along  the 
const  is  enoroious,  parlicnlaHy  in  the  liays — form- 
iiig  a  ready  nucleus  for  the  deposition  of  alluvium 
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held  in  suspension ;  and  the  barrier  presented  by  tlic 
Jcc  to  scawiird,  and  that  grounded  along  shore, 
fueilitat^  the  deposition  in  a  remarkable  degree  ;  so 
that  considerable  accessions  of  laud  must,  in  the 
oonrse  of  time,  be  made  to  this  part  of  the  American 
t,  front  the  gradual  eneroachmeots  it  is  making 
on  the  limits  of  the  Polar  Sea. 

la  the  course  of  the  day  the  Pclly  Istotids  were 
seen;  but  of  these  as  well  as  Garry  I  am  unable  to 
give  any  dc;>cri]ition,  on  account  of  the  distance  and  the 
dense  haze  generally  (iruscnt.  They  were  more  ele- 
vated than  any  we  had  yet  seen.  Thcae,  with  the 
8C%'enil  other  islands  at  the  mouth  of  this  great  rivex 
were  the  earlier  discoveries  of  Franklin  and  Richard- 
son;  nearly  nil  were  visited,  nnd  of  one  (Richard 
Island)  the  former  norniles  a  most  nfTocttng  inddcnt. 

Heavy  fog  with  increasing  wind  set  in  towards  even- 
ing, and  the  surface  of  the  water  was  more  agitated 
thsn  we  had  for  sumo  lime  seen  it,  caused  in  a  gn-at 
mensnre  from  the  antagonizing  inHncnce  of  winds 
and  currents.  The  difKculties  of  navigating  the  ship 
were  extreme,  at  no  period  of  the  voyage  were  they 
greater,  and  wo  were  surrounded  by  islands,  shoals  and 
ice.  'I'he  lead  line  was  our  pilot  on  one  sitle,  and  the 
ice  on  the  other,  but  aa  the  latter  could  not  be 
observed  on  account  of  fog  and  increasing  darkness, 
e\'idcucc  of  its  presence  was  conveyed  iu  the  lieavy 
shocks  which  the  ship  from  time  to  time  sustAincd. 


166 


TIIK    KORTIl-WUBT   PA8SA0K. 


Thus  wc  continued  our  way,  uudcr  circiinistnnccs, 
which  led  1I.S  to  expect  dtBast<3r  every  moment ;  D<n^ 
did  tlie  following  nioniing,  the  22nd«  reveal  to  lu  u 
more  favourable  state  of  things. 

The  weather  still  reiiinined  of  the  same  foggy 
chonictcr,  and  tlic  wind  still  obdunittly  came  from 
the  north-east,  which  obliged  us  to  tack  inccssnntly 
M  before.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  Kendal, 
Richard,  and  the  Whale  islands  were  observed  to  the 
north  east,  and  we  subsequent!}'  learned  that  about 
the  simic  time  the  bout  party  of  the  '  Plover,*  which 
hod  proceeded  along  the  const  to  the  eastward,  was 
then  cruising  ainungat  these  islands  on  their  return 
to  the  Mackenzie  Kiver,  and  strange  to  say  we  failed  in 
seeing  each  other.  Could  our  advance  so  far  to  the 
eastward  have  been  antici|iaicd,  it  woidd  have  been 
an  important  matter  to  have  preconcerted  a  plan  for 
meeting  with  this  party  at  an  appointed  rendezvous, 
or  at  least  to  have  left  a  record  of  our  proceedings  for 
mutual  guidance.  Combined  operations  on  such  a 
service  cannot  but  be  considered  essentially  necessaiy 
to  ultimate  success. 

Towards  evening,  tlie  fog  gradually  dispersed,  the 
weather  became  generally  clear  and  serene,  and 
ninintained  the  same  charact-er  throughout  the  sub- 
sequent day.  We  still  continued  within  the  influence 
of  the  Mackenzie  River,  advancing  under  the  same 
circumstances  as  before,  in  a  sea  of  water;  fully  con- 
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firmatory  of  the  recorded  obaervations  made  by  Sir 
John  Richardson  in  his  early  explorations  of  this 
part  of  the  coast,  and  more  recently  in  his  able  and 
interesting  account  of  a  boat  voyage  from  this  river  to 
the  Coppermine.* 

*  "  Bidurdson'a  Boat  Voyage  throagh  Rupert's  Land." 
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lli«  Iiuliftn* — Rrc  Wit  er—DiflcoTeryuf  a  Buttauan<l  Results^ 
11<^rtei]  Murder  of  a  European  mid  n  Paitv  ou  the  t'lmst — 
BuRts  wwi— Appearance  of  their  ilLt*^Their  Interior^ 
Presents — PraviJiioiu — I^njpiage — Departure  for  Uie  8hi]>^ 
Arrive  ou  Bourd — Remain  off  the  Point — ReUnd — Search 
for  ihe  Hat — Results — Coiutrtictiun  of  Ilutit — luddents — 
Belum  on  Board — Progren — ObKnrationi — IlarroiTbf  Bay 
— Land  at  Point  Mahlaiid — Deposit  a  Record — ludjnit^— 
Appcaraucc  of  Land — Kattvcs — Visit  to  the  Shore,  and  Inct- 
dcjiU  niteudiug  it — Retom  to  the  Ship — Biitlie  Ulaudft— 
Birds. 


On  tlie  24th,  the  geiicnil  character  of  t!ie  weather 
bad  undergone  but  little  change,  the  wind  still  blew 
fresh,  btit  0  little  more  northerly  than  before,  and  we 
continuL^I  working  our  way  between  the  ice  &nd  the 
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shore,  unable  to  approach  tlic  latter  nearer  than  two 
or  tbrcc  miles  ;  ho  sliulluw  is  the  entire  of  this  con^t 
from  the  vast  auouat  of  alluvial  deposit  brought  du^^'u 
by  the  great  rivers,  and  the  numerous  siutiUcr  streams, 
to  the  shores  of  the  Polar  Sea. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  low  beach  of  Point 
Warren  was  discernible,  the  extremes  bearing  E.N.E. 
to  E.  by  S.  the  land  in  the  viciuity  having  o  more 
irregular,  lofly,  and  varied  character  than  vhat  wc 
had  previously  sccu  more  to  the  westward. 

As  we  approached  it,  an  Esquimaux  cncampmciit 
.was  faintly  discernible,  but  its  e:tislcnoc  soon  became 
fuUy  established ;  aod  huinaii  forms  could  be  discerned 
through  a  telescope.  As  we  advanced  nearer,  within 
tbree  or  four  miles,  there  were  marked  signs  of  great 
consteriiatiuu  in  tlie  camp.  I  was  bnsUy  engaged  in 
writijig  a  few  hasty  lines  for  transmission  to  England, 
when  the  pojwrt  of  a  EuropeaQ  being  seen,  spread 
rapidly  throughout  the  ship.  I  rushed  on  deck  under 
the  same  joyfid  emotions  that  generally  prevailed, 
but  I  confess  I  was  unalile  to  verify  the  fact  by  my 
oivn  obscr^ations.  However,  I  must  do  the  original 
oltt)er\'ers  the  justice  to  say,  that  at  the  time  I  took 
the  glass  in  hand,  they  informed  me  the  object  had 
disappeared,  and  that  the  natives  were  less  numerous, 
They  still  stoutly  maintained  the  fact,  and  believe 
in  its  existence  to  tliis  day. 

About  12.30  the  first  cutter  was  manned  and 
aroied,  when  Captain  M'Clurc  and  myself  accompanied 
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by  the  interpreter,  proceeded  to  the  shore  in  tlie 
direction  of  the  encampmeut,  then  distuut  ubuut  llirec 
miles,  which  with  the  aid  of  suil  and  a  Ijesh  breeze 
we  soon  reached  ;  but  when  abont  fifty  yards  distant, 
the  boat  grounded  and  a  surf,  heavy  for  the  Polar 
Sea,  broke  over  hor,  wliich  obliged  us  to  be  cai;ned  on 
sliorc  on  the  backs  of  the  men. 

As  we  upproachc<l,  we  were  surprised  to  see  only 
two  men  and  a  wmnuii — the  latter  running  about 
and  shouting  out  lustily  in  their  native  language — 
the  women  in  the  back  ground  carrjing  something 
which  we  found  ,out  afterwards  were  arrows.  The 
huts  four  in  number,  appeared  deserted.  A  mound 
was  likewise  disct-ruible  about  100  yards  from  them 
in  wliich  a  pole  wus  placed,  and  a  piece  of  skin  or 
some  such  thing  suspended  from  its  top  ;  this,  tlie  in- 
terpreter pronounced  a  grave,  probably  of  a  European, 
which  coupled  with  the  previous  report  increased  our 
anxiety  in  no  slight  degree.  Captain  M'Clurc  then 
c:(prc3sed  a  wish  that  I  should  examine  it,  to  which  I 
gave  a  ready  assent,  considering  it  of  grciit  importanoe. 
As  we  were  alwut  to  land,  the  men  continued  to 
utter  the  most  discordant  yells  and  threats  to  deter 
us.  We  had  previously  made  the  usual  friendly 
salutations  with  the  extended  arms  repeatedly,  but 
instead  of  the  customary  recognition,  we  were  greeted 
with  wild  gesticulations  and  more  angry  denunciations 
than  before. 

The  Captain  and  myself  being  the  first  on  shore 
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procce<1ed  towards  them,  I  carried  my  gun,  and  a 
scuniaii  a  short  distanci^  behiud  hnd  another.  Mutters 
then  bore  a  hostile  aspect,  but  wc  still  advanced  with 
the  most  friendly  intention,  in  vain  endeavouring  to 
oonfinu  this  by  signs.  The  two  men  with  "bended 
bow  and  quiver  full  of  arrows,"  appoared  momentarily 
in  the  act  of  ooniuicncing  nn  assault.  They  took 
aim,  mth  hair  streaming  in  the  wind,  ngitatcd  by  all 
the  fierce  and  angry  pnssions  of  their  nature,  and 
boundii^  to  and  firo,  brandished  knives,  with  all  the 
lightness  and  agility  of  expert  hunters,  and  the 
savage  wildncsss  of  enraged,  uncivilized  man.  I 
have  seldom  viewed  anything  with  more  admimtion 
than  this  display  of  courage  and  detenu  inat  ion  on  the 
part  of  two  men,  to  resist  the  appronch  of  twelve  to 
their  encampment,  which  they  appeared  resolved  at 
any  hosard  to  defend.  All  our  elTorts  at  pacification 
having  proved  useless,  wc  stood  frunllug  theui  a  few 
yards  distant,  in  full  expectation  of  seeing  an  arrow 
fly ;  when  the  interpreter,  who  hod  been  the  lost 
to  leave  the  boat,  joined  us,  wearing  a  skin  coat 
fashioned  after  the  style  of  that  worn  by  the 
Esquimaux,  which  at  once  attracted  their  attention, 
lie  addressed  them  loudly  to  overcome  their  noise, 
but  in  frientlly  terms.  This  appeared  to  mollify  their 
wrath  a  little ;  but  tlic)'  were  still  wildly  excited,  point- 
ing to  the  gun  I  can-ied,  and  that  boruc  by  the  seaman 
in  the  rear. 

The    interpreter    again    vainly    addressed    them. 

t 


146 


THE    NORTH-WEST    PASSAGE. 


They  would  hold  no  intercoimie,  or  allow  us  to 
approach  ueiirer.  uiilcsa  wo  removed  the  guns,  for 
which  they  appeared  to  entcitain  a  great  horror,  and 
no  k-sn  dread  of  the  ship  theu  in  the  ofting>  to 
wliicb  they  fi-cquently  pointed.  The  guns  were  at 
once  placed  on  (he  ground,  but  that  would  not 
satisfy  them.  I  then  handed  mine  to  one  of  the  men 
ft  short  diMaiieo  luihind  me,  with  no  better  n^ult. 
They  still  resolutely  repelled  any  advance  xuitil  the 
guns  were  placed  in  the  boat,  then  about  one  himdred 
yards  distant.  We  could  Iiuvu  been  under  arms  in  a 
few  minutes  in  case  of  treachery  or  surprise,  so  acting 
on  tlie  advice  of  the  inter|)Teter,  tliey  worn  removed. 

Having  giveu  them  proof  of  the  friendly  character 
of  our  visit,  of  wliich  we  again  in  words  assured  them, 
at  the  same  time  presenting  a  piece  of  tobacco  to 
each,  the  whole  aspect  of  affairs  underwent  a  complete 
aud  sudden  change.  The  Ksquimaux  approached, 
I  am  happy  tii  say,  without  nibbing  noses,  and  in 
their  altered  expression  aud  demeanour,  evinced  a 
desire  at  once  to  cultivate  friendly  relations,  allowed 
m  to  examine  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  by  our 
desire  fired  at  a  mark — a  piece  of  driftwood 
fixed  in  tnc  sod  about  eighty  yards  distant — when 
tliey  elevated  their  bows  in  an  instant  without 
apparently  taking  aim,  and  pierced  its  centre ;  affofding 
U8  ample  evitlcncc  of  what  good  tai^cts  wo  should 
have  made  for  such  unerring  marksmen. 

We  then  offered  them  several  presents  with  which 
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they  Appeared  greatly  delighted :  a  little  scarlet  nnd 
bine  cloth  we  gave  ihein,  was  pnrtieiilarly  valued. 
They  presented  Captain  ArClurc  and  myself  with  (ui 
arrow,  and  the  Iwnd  of  peace  became  then  Hnuly 
cemented.  They  called  the  woman,  who  hitlierto 
had  stood  in  the  backjn^uud  with  a  bow  and  several 
quivers  of  nimws,  in  Rxpectation  of  an  encmuiter,  that 
filic  also  might  rcc-civt-  some  presents.  A  fourth,  and 
not  the  least  iutercstiug  object  of  the  group,  had  a 
short  time  before  come  out  of  one  of  the  huts,  and 
attended  by  tho  woman  (his  mother)  sat  before  it, 
with  bow  and  arrows  ready  for  use ;  he  was  in  a 
crippled  state,  as  we  perceived  on  inciting  him  to 
join,  by  his  appiUHchiug  us  hopping  on  two  sticks, 
when  lie  also  wa.s  conciliated  by  our  bounty.  On 
inciuiring,  through  the  iiitcrpctcr,  I  was  informed  that 
he  siift'ered  from  an  injury  rvoeived  in  hunting ; 
his  mother  at  once  came  forwnni,  and  removed  lus 
moccusin,  as  well  as  a  pioco  of  skin  which  covered  bis 
leg,  with  a  degree  of  care  and  gentleness  not  always 
pmetised  in  more  civilized  life.  I  was  shocktxl  at 
the  appearance  which  this  poor  fellow's  limb  pre- 
sented—the foot  and  lower  part  of  the  leg  Weing  in  flu' 
advanced  state  of  mortification,  filthy  in  the  extreme, 
from  water  never  having  been  usc<l ;  ant]  the  only  cover- 
ing was  a  piece  of  hard  skin  in  the  same  tilthy  state. 
As  the  disease  would  incvitablybe  attcudcd  tvith  the  loss 
of  the  limb,  and  very  likely  of  existence,  I  was  anxious 
to  get  him  on  boanl,  that  it  might  be  at  once  removed, 
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with  tlie  view  of  saving  liis  life.  To  this  proposition 
they  were  at  first  ilbposed  to  accede,  but  it  was 
subsequently  declined.  I,  therefore,  recommended 
whtit  vras  best  to.  be  done^  but  with  little  hope  of  its 
being  attended  to.  In  time,  no  doubt,  he  mil  l>e  a 
victim  to  the  savage  custom  of  his  race,  deseriljed  by 
the  interpreter.  As  soon  ns  the  tribe  leave  the 
encnmpmcnt  for  a  trading  cxeursion,  the  parents  will 
tflkc  him  to  the  summit  of  the  highciit  land  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  there  leave  hini  to  perish.  From 
the  parental  care  I  saw  niniiifcstcd  in  this  case,  1  was 
unwilling  to  believe  they  would  subject  him  to  such  a 
nte ;  one,  however,  which  is,  I  believe,  generally 
rc<«ivcd  with  R^ignation. 

I  was  greatly  interested  in  this  poor  young  fellow, 
as  he  was  much  the  finest  specimen  of  hiti  race  wo 
had  seen  ;  in  stature  t^Ul  for  an  P^squimaux,  about  five 
feet  eight  inches,  and  quite  unliVc  them  in  his  general 
fcatun^s  and  aspect — which  led  us  to  nupposu  that 
IndiiU),  or  even  better  blood,  ran  in  his  veins.  He 
had  an  aquiline  nose,  hirge  blnck  eyes,  a  most 
pleasing  expression  of  face,  and  his  faint  smUe  on 
.being  questioneil,  displayed  his  regular  well  formed 
teeth  to  much  advantage.  The  interest  we  felt  in  his 
fate  was  nnieh  increased,  by  his  quiet  subdued 
manner — making  no  complaint  as  he  appeared  to  fee! 
no  pain— and  from  the  determination  he  evinced  to 
defend  his  fireside  to  the  lost. 

Notwithstanding   the  snvogc   fury  of   these    E»- 
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quimaux  on  our  arrival,  their  snbsequeDt  conduct 
WHS  kind  dtid  gunllu,  lo  a  greater  degree  than  we  had 
before  observed  in  people  of  the  same  race.  Their 
dress  was  of  the  ttsiml  chamctvE  funned  of  reindeer 
skiD — the  fur  next  the  body.  They  were  of  middle 
stature,  strong  and  muscular,  and  the  fierce  ex- 
pression of  their  swarthy  countenances,  was  increased 
by  the  long  dishevelK^d  hair  flawing  about  their 
shoulders.  They  looked  the  lords  of  the  dre(ir>'  coast 
on  which  we  slocwL  I  was  glad  to  perceive  the 
hideous  labrets  were  not  woni  by  these  people,  as 
I  believe  the  custom  is  peculiar  to  the  tribfls 
inhabiting  the  lands  westward  of  the  Mackciixie.  I 
also  observed  that  the  tatooiog  on  the  chin  of  the 
women,  was  different  to  what  we  hod  previously  seen  ■ 
instead  of  one  broad  line  and  two  smaller  parallel 
ones,  Q  series  of  dotted  lines  extended  from  the  lower 
lip  to  the  cliin,  fonning  cue  band  about  an  inch  in 
breadth ;  their  feet  and  hands  were  of  charncteristic 
beauty  and  smallrK-ss. 

At  their  request  we  adjourned  to  a  newly  erected 
hot,  entirely  composed  of  wootl.  It  di0cr«d  from 
those  of  Hsqniniaiix,  more  closely  reseuibling  those 
of  the  Indians,  being  formed  of  stakes  placed  upright 
in  the  ground  about  six  feet  high,  cither  circular  or 
oval  in  form,  from  which  others  inclined  so  as  to  fonn  a 
sloping  roof.  On  entering,  we  found  a  large  fire  of 
driftwood  burning  in  the  centre  of  the  floor,  on  which 
were  pieces  of  reindeer's  flesh   being  cooked,  but 
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aa  black  as  charcoal :  our  visit  lia^ng  cndently 
led  to  its  being  neglected.  Here  we  learned  tbc 
following  intelligence  tlirougb  the  medium  of  the 
interpreter. 

The  cider  of  the  three  men  was  the  chief  of  the 
tnbo»  the  two  younger  wore  his  sons,  and  the  wouan 
his  principal  wife,  as  polygamv  exists  amongst  them. 
The  firet  was  a  fine  active  looking  man,  nnich  re- 
sctubUug  his  crippled  son  in  feature ;  be  wore  a  stunted 
beard,  and  a  nioiiatachc  rcpi-cscnted  by  a  few  grey 
hairs ;  conveying  to  lue  the  idea  that  he  liiid  seen 
some  fifty  winters  in  this  (Ireiiry  climo.  The  ship 
having  I>ecn  observed  at  an  early  hour  in  tiic  raoruing 
off  the  coast,  her  appearance  had  caused  the  utmost  con- 
sternation oniongst  the  community,  which  in  nund>cr3 
amounted  to  about  one  hundred.  Tber  could  not 
form  an  idea  as  to  wliat  she  was,  but  frequently 
pointed  to  her,  shouting  aloud  us  if  conveying  intelli- 
gence to  others  of  the  tril)c— who  not  lieing  Wsihle, 
led  us  to  suppose  that  they  might  be  coiiccalcd  in 
our  ncighbourboml.  On  the  approach  of  our  boat, 
all  the  lucn,  women  and  cliildren,  from  their  occomtt, 
had  taken  to  the  boats. 

We  oi»scrved,  in  the  direction  they  {winted  ont, 
two  baidars,  iillc<l  principally  with  women,  as  well  as 
we  could  discern,  waiting,  in  a  deep  inlet  to  the 
eastward,  tlio  result  of  what  was  going  on  at  the  cn- 
cjittipment.  The  old  cluof  aaid  they  Iwd  left  all  their 
property,  and  that  he  and  his  family  would  have  tied 
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also,  were  it  not  that  liis  crippled  son  coulfl  not  be 
remoTcd ;  and  they  resolved  not  to  leave,  but  defend 
him  to  the  last,  liad  we  given  evidence  of  nuy  bostile 
intention.  Tbcy  were  at  war  vr'Ah  the  Indians  to  the 
southward,  and  their  brctliren  to  the  eastward  ;  so  that 
Uh'sc  sftMtgc  subjects  of  our  most  Gracious  Queen, 
corned  on  war  pretty  extensively  on  their  o\ro  account. 
Some  of  their  arrows  ware  double- barbed,  with  ser- 
rated edges ;  and  bore  evidence  of  recent  conHict 
Erom  the  presence  of  blood-marks ;  but  vhcthcr 
(^  man  ur  the  reindeer  could  not  be  dctenuinud. 
They  said  they  ofttiu  fought,  and  some  of  tlwir 
encrnicfiniigtit  be  killed  ^  but  th:tttlicy  wcrcsehlom  able 
to  ascertain  the  fact.  They  rosido  at  this  plnco 
throughout  Uic  yi«r,  do  not  go  inland  where  then: 
enemies  reside,  nor  do  they  carry  on  trade  with 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  their  traders ; 
ilic  only  intercourse  they  have,  being  with  tltat 
trilw  of  Ksqnimanx  whom  wc  met  with  at  Jones' 
Islands,  aud  whom  they  travel  over  the  ice  to  meet 
in  the  spring,  midway  between  their  rcspc^ilivo  eii- 
campmentB,  for  purposes  of  Iwutcr.  Through  this 
channel  all  their  trade  is  carriod  on  witli  the  Russians, 
nnd  not  with  the  Company  in  whose  territory  they 
reside.  The  reason  Ihcy  aRsigne<i  for  not  doing  so, 
when  questioned,  was,  that  some  of  the  Indians  had 
been  killed  by  fire-water  (spirits),  which  some  traders 
had  given  them  to  drink  ;  and  they  feared  that  tliey 
might  be  treated  in  the  some  way,  Tliis  statement 
is  given  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  words  in  which  it 
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was  Uttered ;  and,  if  ancH  a  practice  exists,  it  is 
reprehensible  in  tlie  highest  degi-ee.  Tliey  appeared 
much  pleased  when  wo  mentioned  the  name  of  "  Atta- 
waa''  the  chief  of  the  tribe  with  whom  they  traded, 
and  of  whom  I  have  previously  spoken.  Onr  having 
seen  and  commnnicated  witli  hira,  as  wc  informed 
them,  iueneased  our  intiiniicy  to  a  considerable  degree, 
and,  on  the  inteipreter  presenting  the  woman  with  a 
string  of  bends,  sbo  said  she  would  beeome  his  mother, 
ofTered  to  get  Iiim  a  wife,  if  he  would  remain  with 
them,  as  they  looked  on  hiin  as  one  of  themselves, 
from  the  mode  in  which  lie  was  dressed. 

As  I  stood  at  the  fire  next  to  the  old  chief,  I  ob- 
served a  button  suspended  from  liis  ear,  worn  as 
an  earing,  which,  on  examination,  I  found  to  be  a 
flat  metal  button  of  English  manofaetttre,  with  the 
word  "  Ijondon"  stamped  in  a  circular  form  on  its 
inner  surface.  I  immediately  directed  Captain 
M'Clure's  attention  to  the  circumstance ;  and  in- 
rjniries  at  once  began  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it 
came  into  his  possession,  when  we  beard  the  startling 
intelligence  that  an  Indian,  like  ourgelvea,  bs  they  said, 
had  been  hilled  not  far  from  where  we  stood.  The 
name  of  Indian  is  applied  to  all  |)coplo  dissimilar  to 
themselves ;  and  the  interpreter  concluded  it  was  a 
European ;  but  wlien  the  deed  was  done,  it  was  im- 
possible to  detenuine,  from  their  inability  to  compute 
time  with  uccumcy.  TTic  son  who  was  about  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  said,  on  being  questioned,  it  might 
have  been  last  yeair,  or  when  he  was  a  boy  ;  but  on  this 
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point  we  could  not  in  any  way  ascertain  the  tnitli, 
ftiid  wore  left  in  a  state  nf  painful  anxiety.  It  np> 
pmrt-d  that  a  purfy  had  Uuiilcd  oii  the  extreme  of 
Point  Wurren,  distnnt  fWiiu  wliere  we  were  some  throe 
or  four  miles,  continuous  wit})  tlic  main  lund,  where 
they  erected  a  hut  similar  to  the  one  we  were  in,  of 
an  oval  fonn,  nine  [>nceit  in  length  ami  six  in  bivudlh, 
fonned  of  wood  cut  with  a  knife  ;  and  they  expressed 
groat  desire  to  have  an  axe  or  hatchet,  of  which  they 
appeared  to  know  the  use.  The  old-chief  cxpR-sscd  his 
willingness  to  accompany  us  to  the  locality,  and,  indeed, 
appeared  anxious  that  we  sliould  visit  it ;  but  bis  offer 
was  declined.  The  alleged  Indian  had  approached 
their  encampment  alone,  was  guilty  of  some  indiscretion 
which  excited  their  fury,  and  led  to  his  being  mur- 
dered and  interred  in  the  mound,  which  the  interpreter 
had  rightly  judged  to  be  the  grave  of  a  European.  They 
also  informed  us  that  the  man  who  hnd  killed  him  Imd 
fled  from  the  eneiimpment  that  murtiiug  in  his  "  kayiik," 
on  lirst  seeing  the  ship,  fearing  thnt  we  had  come  to 
chastise  liim  or  his  tri)>e  for  the  offence,  in  accordance 
with  their  own  savage  custom  of  rcveugo.  Coidd 
this  cireumstnnce  have  acco\mtcd  for  the  appearance 
of  a  man  in  European  costume,  as  re|)orted  by  severid 
persons  on  l>oarcl ;  the  only  vestige  of  which  that  we 
could  discover,  was  the  button  T  hod  noticed  ?  An 
examination  of  the  grave,  as  originally  intt-ndod,  might 
hftvc  cleared  up  this  verj-  mysterious  story ;  for  the 
prowrvntive  (wwers  of  frozen  soil  would  keep  the 
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body  for  years  in  a  state  of  freslutess ;  and  I  re- 
gretted then,  as  t  still  do,  that  tills  was  not  pennitled. 
The  remainder  of  the  party  had  gone  iriknd  after  the 
ocairrence ;  hut  we  could  not  leara  if  they  were 
awate  of  it.  To  visit  tlic  hut  they  Iind  crix^ted, 
became  an  object  of  grent  Interest ;  that  the  locality 
might  be  explureti  for  niiy  rocent  truces  of  voyngci-s, 
and  that  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  stutement 
might  be  established ;  but  of  the  murder  there  could 
eatist  no  doubt ;  before  doing  so,  however,  Captain 
M'Ciurc  dfcidod  on  returninj^  to  the  ship.  They 
told  na  of  their  hnving  seen  two  boitt.s  the  previous 
sninmcr  (IHIU)  going  to  the  eastwanl,  »ud  again  so(hi 
returning  to  the  westward  towimia  the  Mackenzie; 
but  more  ve  could  not  ascertain,  as  neither  had 
coniniunicatcd.  It  must  have  been  tlie  party  of  Sir 
John  Richiirdson,  or  that  of  the  '  Plover'  Tlic  former 
did  not,  however,  return  to  the  iMuckcuzic,  having 
proceeded  ovcrUuil  from  the  CopjKTiiiine  Hiver. 

We  visiteil  their  huts,  eight  in  number,  all  of 
which,  with  the  exception  1  have  nientioned,  were 
composed  of  skins  supported  by  pales.  Oiieend  was 
of  a  conical  form,  like  that  of  our  ordinary  field  tent. 
This  WHS  the  slecpitig  iipiirtuinit,  aiul  wna  se|>»rated 
from  the  other  by  a  skin  curtain  of  ii  (jundrangular  shape ; 
the  hut  HItliy  aud  disorderly  to  a  degree,  iLt  it  was  uitod 
for  all  purposes  except  sleep.  The  family  congregate 
together  in  the  coniciil  part  of  tlie  tent,  like  animals, 
for  repose,  on  a  couch  formed  of  reindeer  skins  spread 
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on  the  frtaen  soil.  As  a  prtrof  of  their  sagacity,  this 
end  of  the  tent  was  always  pitched  to  whidward,  m 
presenting  less  resistance  than  the  other  to  the  force 
of  the  bhist.  I  observed  the  only  cooking  utensil 
was  hollowed  out  of  stone,  and  fish  had  been  i-ccciuly 
boiled  in  it.  All  tlicir  iinpU-nunit^  fur  hunting 
and  fishing  were  sti-cwn  carelessly  about,  evitlencing 
a  hasty  de|tarture  of  its  occnpaiils.  The  filth  of 
these  huts  wns  truly  disgusting,  and  tlie  odour  arising 
frwn  it  such  as  seldom  assails  the  olfactory  nerves. 
The  pasturage  \va»  rich  oud  luxuriant,  and  aniumis,  no 
doubt,  plentifully  al)ound ;  of  this  the  ground  in  the 
vicinity  affordiid  ample  evidence;  and  (heir  grt^at 
success  in  the  chase,  from  the  number  of  bones  tliut 
were  strewn  about,  chiefly  of  the  reindeer,  whale 
and  seal,  was  fully  confirmed  by  the  quantity  of 
provisions  that  we  jaw,  consisting  of  dried  reindeer 
meiit,  fish,  whale  bhihlicr  and  dmks,  hm-ied  in  Inrgc 
holes  in  the  grtniiid.  Wo  procured  a  guutl  niuuber 
of  ducks  {pintad  and  eider)  from  them,  and  niade 
many  presents  in  return.  They  were  particularly 
plcasctl  with  a  saw  we  gave  the  son — the  old  chief 
telling  us  that  he  and  his  son  shared  alike  in  all 
things  ;  and  from  the  cvcuts  of  the  day,  I  could  not 
but  conclude  that  a  stronger  attachment  existed  be- 
tween the  memlx;rs  of  this  family  tluin  is  usual 
amongst  these  wild,  uncivilized  people.  The  Linguage 
is  nearly  identical  ^vith  that  spoken  by  the  natives  of 
Labrndor,  and  somewhat  different  from  that  of  the 
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triljea  to  tlie  wrstwanl.  Ft  is  a  pity  that  the  laudable 
efforts  of  the  class  of  Missionaries  tliat  sprrad  Chris- 
tianity amongst  the  former,  cannot  be  traced  along 
this  coast. 

We  took  our  dq>arture  at  3.30,  IcaTing  the 
party  highly  gratified  by  our  visit.  Having  got 
8af<^ly  tliroiigli  the  surf,  we  reached  the  ship,  then 
"lying  to"  in  the  offing,  tlioroiighly  drenched.  It  was 
then  determined  to  slccr  ua  near  Point  Warren 
Hs  possible,  that  we  might  make  a  search  for  tlic 
hut.  But  the  fog  incrcosing,  tlie  land  was  shut 
out  from  viow  for  the  remainder  of  this  tempestuous 
evening.  Our  visit  was  consequently  deferred ;  and, 
for  this  pur))09C,  the  '  Investigator'  stood  off  the  Foiut 
for  the  night. 

On  the  following  morning.  Sunday  25(h,  at  3  a.m. 
w«  again  loft  the  ship  m  the  firet  cutter,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  shore  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Point — a  cold  northerlly  wind  blowing  off  the  ice, 
and  the  sky  cloudy  and  overcast,  imparted  a  cheerless 
aspect  to  the  morning.  We  soon  reached  the  shore 
uud  encountered  the  some  shallow  water  and  surf  as 
yestt^rday,  through  which  wc  waded  to  the  beach. 
Immediately  on  landing,  some  marks  were  olaervcd 
on  the  sand,  much  resembling  those  of  a  lioot,  but 
they  were  so  indistinct,  and  not  Iwing  elsewhere 
observable,  I  am  not  disposed  to  attribute  any  degree 
of  ini|K]rtance  to  them.  We  met  with  no  Esquimaux, 
but  saw  two  descried  huts  about  tivt-  hundivd  yonlft 
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froui  tlic  boflch,  wliich  were  nssnmcd  to  be  those  we 
were  in  search  of ;  an  inlet  intervening,  obliged  us  to 
describe  »  considei'able  circuit  in  our  ajtproach. 
We  had  thus  found  two  instead  of  one,  nnd   I 

[began  to  doubt  if  this  was  the  exact  locality,  for  tin 
Esqiiimatu  point  might  have  a  more  c:itciisive 
signification  than  we  attach  to  the  term.  It  was, 
then-fore,  niuch  to  he   rcgnrtted,  that  we  did   not 

^Tevisit  the  encampment  and  take  the  Esquimaiu  chief 
For  a  guide. 

The  huts  were  constructed  of  driftwood,  turf 
filling  the  interstices,  and  were  similBr  in  form  to  the 
one  idrendy  seen,  but  hiss  cupocious  and  lofty  ;  the 
arcliittxt  had  evidently  much  improved  un  the  original 
design — assuming  tlicse  to  hn^'c  been  the  structures 

i&lluded  to.  One  was  In  a  more  dilapidated  state  than 
the  other ;  neither  of  thein  presented  an  appearance  of 
liaviug  been  recently  occupied,  nor  was  there  any- 
thing by  which  we  could  estnblish  the  fact  of  their 
having  been  the  residence  of  Europioins.  While  our 
party  proceeded  along  the  coast  for  a  short  distance, 
I  remained   with  two  men,  to  exaniijie  thoroughly  the 

^lD08t  perfect,  but  foiled  to  discover  any  trace  of 
civilized  man.  The  floor  sounded  hollow  imder  foot, 
nnd  on  removing  some  wood,  wc  found  an  excavation 
beneath,  which  had  evidently  been  a  cache  or  store- 
bouse,  as  it  contained  a  few  l>ones  of  animals,  a 
portion  of  au  old  wooden  Kscjuitiiaux  utensil,  and  a 
small  piece  of  ivory  pici-eed  with  holes,  similar  to 
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wliat  they  wear  about  tlieir  ]>erson.  These  and  tltc 
remains  of  an  old  kajak  lying  outside,  proved  tbeir 
former  occupation  by  Esquimaux,  which  of  course 
might  have  l)een  subseqiKiit  to  the  original  occupiers, 
but  there  was  no  proof  that  we  hud  reuched  the 
proper  locality.  Nothing  further  was  discovered, 
lu  on  t-xciu^sion  alonj;  the  shore  on  tlte  (^>]>oeite  side 
of  the  point,  a  fishing  net  indicated  one  of  tlie  fisliing 
stations  of  the  natives.  The  soil  was  generally 
swampy,  with  numerous  ponds  of  water  interspersed 
over  its  surface — a  peculiarity  of  all  the  pmiits  of  coast 
we  lind  visited ;  wme  were  worthy  of  the  name  of 
lakes. 

On  our  r^iirn  to  the  boat,  we  found  that  she  had 
become  imbedded  iu  the  seud,  and  ns  the  water  bad 
receded  »  Httle  since  we  lunilal.M  had  much  incroascd 
our  ditliculties  in  getting  her  again  afloat.  This  was 
only  accomplished  by  our  uniieti  efforts  and  perseve- 
rance, when  wc  again  got  safely  through  the  surf, 
made  sail,  aud  reached  the  ship  afler  four  hocus 
absence. 

As  wo  continued  our  progress  nioug  the  coast, 
under  circumstances  similar  to  those  I  have  men- 
tioDed,  there  was  marked  evidenoc  of  an  advancing 
aeasou.  The  temperature  had  become  lower,  and 
had  a  less  extensive  range  during  the  day,  (com 
SO*'  to  35*^,  together  with  cold  northerly  winds,  rioet 
and  snow.  The  sea-water  luul  increased  in  dennty 
to  1020,  Vfith  a  temperature  from  SH''  to  3B*.     Tbo 
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bmis  were  less  mimoroufl,  and  apiwjtred  generally 
goiiig  to  the  soutliwarJ — immiatakeable  proof  that 
suiuiner  was  drawing  to  a  close. 

On  tliG  26tb.  we  sighlud  the  low  Inud  uf  Phillip's 
Islaud,  close  to  which  we  saw  two  Whulta;  and  were 
enabled  to  tack  fifteen  niilcs  to  seaward,  when  we 
reached  loose  sfuling  ice.  Much  of  a  heavy  character 
was  oluverved  grounded  along  the  eoost,  and  shoals 
appeared  to  abound.  Cape  Brown  was  pasiied  in  the 
evening,  and  on  Uie  37th  we  bad  reached  Cape 
Dalhoutiic,  to  the  eastward  uf  which  we  found  a 
current  setting  to  the  south-west  eleven  miles  in 
twcutj»'-futir  hours.  A  tidal  line  wa^  also  ob».'rveU 
extending  frora  N.E.  to  S.W.  but  there  waa  no 
diSereuce  in  the  density  of  water  on  either  side;  it 
decreased  to  1018,  hoiivevcr,  some  hours  afterwards. 
Nothing  of  noy  consequence  occurred  to  call  for 
observation,  or  enliven  the  cold,  cheerless  character  of 
the  weather,  until  the  30th,  when  we  sighted 
KichoUon  Island  aud  entered  Ilarrowby  Bay.  When 
at  S  A.M.  a  niark  having  been  observed  on  the  land, 
Mr.  Saiushury  (mate)  and  myself,  aoeotnpanicd  by  the 
interpreter,  proceeded  in  the  third  whale  boot,  with 
orders  to  examine  it,  aud  deposit  a  reconl  of  our 
arrival,  &c.,  the  ship  laving  to,  about  two  miles  offshore 
to  await  our  return.  On  reaching  and  examining 
the  object  which  had  attracted  our  attention,  we 
found  it  to  be  notiiing  more  than  a  smaQ  mound  of 
earth  witli  a  pole  in  the  centre — one  of  the  lujuul 
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Esqiiituaux  marks  to  identify  locnlity,  m  we  had 
frcquentlj-  met  with  tliciu  on  other  points  of  the  const. 
Close  to  it,  we  saw  the  wood  belou<;iDg  to  two 
sledges,  Cftrefiilly  placed  together  for  future  use— near 
them  were  a  few  simts,  where  the  soil  appeared  to  have 
been  lately  disturhc<I,  and  on  seizing  the  turf  it 
nadily  came  up,  revcniing  to  our  view  an  excavation 
contuinuig  a  great  quantity  of  fish  and  ducks,  which 
ve  left  untouched,  having  carefully  replaced  the  eartli 
&s  we  had  found  U.  There  could  exist  no  doubt 
that  we  had  reached  the  hunting  ground  of  a 
tril>e  of  Ksquimaux,  wtiose  cucaupnicnt  might  bo 
either  distant  or  remote,  but  us  our  orders  were 
imperative  to  return  at  once  to  the  ship  on  the 
wuipletion  of  our  duty»  wo  had  no  lime  for  further 
exploration. 

Wc  erected  a  monnd  and  deposited  a  bottle  con- 
taining a  record  of  our  proceedings  ten  feet  to  the 
magnetic  north.  We  failed  in  procuring  a  piecu  of 
driftwood  of  sufficient  size,  to  make  the  mark  con- 
spicuous, and  were  reluctantly  obliged  to  take  a 
portion  of  one  of  the  stedgea  for  the  purpose ;  the 
native  marks  on  which  we  removed,  and  cnt  a  broad 
arrow  on  its  sui-fare,  together  with  the  ship's  name. 
"While  tliia  was  in  process  of  erection,  I  made  a  hasty 
run  over  the  land,  procured  aeveral  new  botanical 
specimens  and  a  few  small  birds,  viz.  Sanderling 
{Calidris  Armaria),  Snow  Bunting  (Embtfrtza  Ntvalis), 
and  'IHinistonc  (StrepsUag  CollarU),  several  of  each 
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wore  seen.  The  land  was  more  elevnted  than  any 
we  had  previously  visited,  but  flat,  foniiiiig  a  con- 
tiiinous  plain ;  the  soil  was  of  rich  loam,  with  peat 
superimposed  in  dejitli  from  twelve  to  fourteen  inches, 
and  the  pasturage  everywhere  hixiiriant  and  abundant 
— no  doubt  a  favourite  resort  of  animals.  1  also 
observed  several  small  lakes  or  ponds  on  its  surface, 
containing  good  frusli  water. 

Soon  after  otu*  return  to  the  ship,  wc  stood  in,  as 
I  dose  to  the  land  as  wa.s  compatible  witJi  safety,  rJong 
it9  noith-eastern  coast,  proceeding  towards  Bailiie 
Islands.  Two  figures  were  seen  standing  on  the 
high  plain  we  had  visited  in  the  morning,  a  few 
miles  more  to  the  noithwnrd.  Considering  them  as 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  others,  it  was  determined 
to  close  the  disputclies,  and  commit  them  to  their 
charge,  as  we  might  [iot  agaiu  have  such  tin  op]>or- 
tunitj ;  assuming  that  they  were  a  portion  of  the 
tnbe  we  expected  to  meet  at  Cape  Hathurst,  to  which 
we  were  then  proceeding.  Accordingly,  at  I  p.m., 
the  Arst  whale  boot  and  first  cutter  were  manned  and 
Captain  M'Clure  and  myself,  with  the  inter- 
preter, proceeded  in  the  former ;  orders  being  left  that 
tlie  latter,  which  was  to  convey  some  of  the  officers 
who  wished  to  take  advantage  of  whatever  uport  the 
country  aflbrdcd,  should  not  leave  the  ship  until  we 
had  reached  the  shore,  lest  our  numbers  should  cause 
any  unnecessary  alarm  amongst  the  natives.  The 
interpreter  was  )iinced  standing,  a  conspicuous  object 
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in  the  bow  of  the  boat.  Hia  costume  so  closely 
resembled  that  woru  by  the  natives,  that  they  could 
have  no  dii&culty  m  its  recogaition ;  and  as  we  knew 
that  our  flag  had  before  waved  over  this  icy  aca,  wc 
unfurled  the  wlute  ensign  of  St.  George,  in  the  hope 
of  its  also  being  recogtiized ;  feeling  certain  it  would 
lemove  whatever  apprehension  our  approach  might 
create.  As  we  neared  the  shore,  the  two  figuree 
disappeared,  btit  soon  t^in  presented  themselves, 
attended  by  several  dogs.  They  proved  to  be  two 
women,  who  joyously  returned  the  signal  of  friendship 
which  wc  then  made.  The  boats  grounded  a  short 
distance  from  the  shore  ;  and  we  were  again  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  testing  the  qualities  of  our  water-boots, 
by  wading.  Wc  landed  on  a  soft  mud  beach,  and  as- 
cended a  bank  of  about  8U  feet  high ;  in  some  places 
quite  perpendicular,  at  others  inclining  at  an  angle 
from  1 5^  to  20".  They  formed  gullies  which  facilitated 
the  ascent.  We  reached  the  summit  of  the  wide 
extensive  plain  on  which  the  women  stood,  and  trod 
on  the  seme  luxuriant  soil  we  had  visited  in  the 
morning.  The  women,  the  younger  of  whom  carried 
a  child  on  her  back,  about  flflccn  or  sixteen  months 
old,  aiter  the  fashion  of  her  country,  received  us  with 
demonstrations  of  gratification,  as  if  accustomed  to 
the  tight  of  Eurupcaiis,  but  witlmiit  the  nasal  salu- 
tation, Mrith  which  we  could  very  gladly  dispense. 
We  commenced  an  animated  conversation  through  the 
medium  of  the  interpreter.    They  appeared  iutelligcot. 
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and  clicerful;  laughed  iiioosftantly, which  could  only  have 
been  from  their  deUght  in  meeting  us,  as  Uicrc  was 
nothiDg  vc  could  discover  to  excito  their  risibility. 
We  learued  that  they  stood  towards  each  other  in  the 
tdative  position   of  mother,   daughter,  and  grand- 
daughter.    The  foruier  might  have  seen  five-and- 
fortj  summers,  nnd   lier  daughter  some  sixteen  or 
scTontocQ  less ;  but  both  appeared  much  older  in  &ico 
than  their  activity  and  smartuees  indicated.     All  the 
men  of  tlie  tribe  were  away  fishing  and  hunting  some 
distance,  aud  they  pointed  to  the  north.    Wo  asswned 
that  tltcy  nicont  Ca\v.i  Bnthurst.     These  women  were 
living  in  a  hut  only  a  short  distance  further  along  the 
const,  from  whence,  they  said,  they  would  conduct  us 
to  their  encampment.     Accompanied  by  them,  and  the 
party  from  the  second  boat,  wc  proceeded  at  a  good  pace 
along  the  plain, close  to  thel>ank^the  two  boats  pulling 
at  the  same  time  along  the  shore.    The  women  were 
very  jocidur  aud  amusing  on  the  march,  and  gave 
ample  evidence  of  the  muscularity  and  strength  of 
their  limbs  ;  and,  certainly,  I  never  saw  firmer,  more 
compact,  or  much  better  formed  8up|>orters  in  any 
of  their  sex  before.    The  hard,  well-developed  muscle 
plainly  showed  the  occupation  of  their  lives.  They  were 
much  amused  on  aoeing  one  of  the  officers,  when  land- 
ing &om  the  cutter,  sink  so  deeply  into  the  soft  mud, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  was  extricated,  and  then 
only  with  the  loss  of  his  long  boots,  which  were  com- 
pletely embedded.    On  observing  him  afterwards  take 
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anadl  qouU^  of  ifioits  boa  Ut  Ink,  to  eouBtcnct 

tbe  i^iltfiig  cflects  of  liis  imibenion,  ynjag  it  ns  of 
«  dear  ooloar,  they  it  oooe  prooouuced  it  paisoixias, 
and  sumbr,  they  said,  to  what  the  traden  to  tbe 
aonthwanl  had  given  the  Indians,  whidi  kiOed  tbem. 
Thhi  was  the  aecoEid  time  we  had  beazd  a  sunilar 
•tofj,  ainoe  entcnng  the  Hudson's  Bay  Componj's 
tcfntofica.  On  our  iniiDniuDg  them  that  tbe  officer 
ooljr  look  H  as  a  mcdidnc,  the  younger  immcdialdy 
oomj^uDed  of  pain,  and  requested  to  hare  a  little. 
Her  taste  was  gratified.  She  took  but  a  small 
quantity,  which  she  again  spat  out,  and  expressed  her 
great  dislilce  of  it. 

\Vc  sooD  found  that  they  bad  not  a  very  accurate 
idea  of  distance.  Tbcy  had  at  first  assured  us  that 
their  encampment  was  only  at  a  short  distance  ;  and 
the  same  stoiy  was  repeated  aiter  walking  about  four 
miles ;  but.  in  the  hope  of  soon  reaching  it,  we  con- 
tinued our  advance.  From  tliem  we  li-amcd  that  a 
party  coofiisting  of  two  boats  and  ten  liurc^teans,* 
had  been  on  tlie  coast  two  years  before — meaning 
two  summere — doubtless,  the  one  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  John  Kicluirdson — and  that  they  had 
pitched  two  tents  and  stopped  two  nights  a  short 
distance  further  on.  As  {  vraa  rather  curious  to  see 
wlwre  my  biend  Sir  John  had  bivouacked,  I  requested 

*  Wp  could  not  clctrly  undrrstand  thr  riact  number  from 
thrir  iiiabilil^r  to  nckun  above  ten.  llie  iwrty  «»■  I  beUere^ 
•rger. 
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the  interpreter  to  tell  tlicni  to  he  very  particnlnr  in 
pcuuttng  out  tbc  cx»ct  spot.  As  wc  proceeded  nloiig 
the  coftst,  its  regularity  of  outline  was  occasionally 
interrupted  by  shiillow  indentations,  forming  little 
crcsccDtic-shapcd  boys,  well  sheltered  on  either  side 
by  the  high  land,  which  stendily  increasetl  in  elevation 
as  we  ndvanccd;  nnd  in  one  of  these  little  sheltered 
hays  the  party  had  passed  the  night.  The  site  of 
their  bivouac  is  now  mru-kud  by  an  irregular-shaped 
mound,  formed  of  earth,  driftwood  and  stones,  be- 
neath wliich  is  buried  their  winter  stock  of  p^o^'i8ion8. 
Tlie  Estjuimaux  women  entertained  a  jwrfect  recol- 
lection of  the  Chief  (as  they  said)  and  his  party ;  told 
us  screral  nmusJug  stories  connected  with  their  visit, 
and  showed  us  beads,  rings,  and  other  nrticles  whleh 
they  still  wore  in  fond  rcmembrance  of  the  intrepid 
voyngers,  who  hnd  evidently  left  a  most  favour- 
able impression,  as  they  laughed  heartily  when  we 
mentioned  them. 

On  being  informed  that  Captain  M'Clnrc  was  a 
great  chief,  and  that  I  was  a  great  medicine-chief 
from  a  far  countiy — being  the  only  two  of  whom 
they  made  enquiries— they  allowed  us  to  proceed 
in  front,  and  maintained  every  sign  of  respect  for 
such  distinguished  characters  as  we  should  have  been 
accounted  nniongst  the  tribe.  We  still  contbued 
our  march,  without  observing  the  least  trace  of  hut 
or  habitation  of  any  kind,  until  one  of  our  men, 
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whom  we  hftd  sent  on  as  avant-courtn,  carrying  the 
ensi^  unfurted,  waved  it  as  a  signal  of  success. 

I  was  muoli  struck  with  the  sagacity  raanifested  by 
the  nntivc  dogs,  and  the  vigilance  displayed  by  them 
in  watching  our  movements  on  this  short  jouriiey. 
Captain  M'Chin;  and  niy»elf  being  a  short  distiuioe 
hi  advance  of  the  women  and  the  interpreter,  were 
guarded  on  either  siile  by  one  of  them  ;  two  attended 
the  women,  one  advanced  to  the  hut,  and  the  sixth 
brought  up  the  rear ;  and,  as  we  approached  the  hut, 
they  took  up  a  position  in  front  of  it,  evincing  every 
desire  to  aid  in  its  defence,  if  necessary— proving  how 
truly  valuable  they  are  to  the  Esquimaux. 

We,  at  length,  penciled  another  of  those  little  bays, 
a1>out  five  miles  dislaut  from  our  origuial  starting* 
point,  and  found  on  the  inclined  plane  of  its  southern 
aspect,  one  soUtaiy,  miserable-looking  but,  instead  of 
the  encampment  we  had  been  led  to  expect.  Our 
standard -hearer  having  found  it  without  nn  occnpant, 
had  quietly  taken  jio&sessiou  of  it,  and  hoisted  his 
flag  on  its  summit,  where  we  saw  it  waving  as  we 
approached.  Tliis  u'as  one  of  the  smallest  and  most 
wretched-looking  habitations  we  had  seen,  merely  ctm- 
aisting  of  skins,  chiefly  of  reindeer  and  bear,  thrown 
over  a  few  poles  united  at  top,  in  form  of  a  triangle, 
and  not  more  than  six  or  seven  feet  high.  It  was 
extremely  filthy  inside,  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  fiah 
(salmon),  and  dried  deer's  flesh  strewn  around,  which 
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appftTently  assiated  to  form  a  couch  for  tta  occupants. 
To  afford  a  prouf  of  tlie  excellence  of  this  diet,  odc  of 
the  women  took  up  a  fish  in  a  seDii-putrid  state,  aud 
ate  it  in  our  presence  with  zc&t  and  aviditjr.  t'iah 
plentifully  abound  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  which 
ibey  call  Salmon  land.  Several  nets  were  set  on  tho 
beach,  uinde  very  ingeniously  from  the  huui-striug 
tendons  of  the  reindeer,  about  twelve  or  thirteen 
inches  long,  knotted  entirely  by  the  band.  We 
obtained  a  considerable  quantity  of  fish  in  return  for 
the  presents  we  made.  Captain  M'Clure  being  desirous 
of  obtuiniiig  a  white  bear  »kin  which  covered  their  hut, 
bought  it  for  a  copper  kettle. 

Nothing  could  exceed  their  civility  to  us.  They 
appeared  surprised  we  did  not  indulge  in  mw 
fish  as  freely  as  themselves,  and  were  exceedingly 
aniious  that  oil  our  party  (twenty-6ve  in  number) 
should  stop  for  the  night  in  their  wretched  hut. 
They  offered  us  many  inducements  to  do  so,  and  among 
others  that  tliey  would  summon  the  rest  of  the  tribe 
to  meet  us  aud  make  merry.  1  was  much  struck  with 
the  appearance  of  the  child,  who  was  evidently  more 
European  in  features  and  appearance  than  any  I  had 
yet  seen  amongst  them.  Tliey  did  not  evince  the 
same  degree  of  surprise  at  the  great  ooiniak,  as  they 
called  the  ship,  as  the  other  tribes  we  had  met  with. 
They  gave  us  to  understand  that  the  boats  of  Sir  John 
Richardson  had  similar  great  cloths  like  ours,  which 
doubtless  prepared  them  to  feel  less  astonishment  at 
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tbe  appeflranoe  now  of  one  of  so  much  greater 
magnitude.  1'hey  tbcn  told  ur  that  two  other 
European  boots  had  been  seen  a  few  days  before. 
These  n-e  thought  they  confounded  nith,  and  were 
Sir  John  Hicliardsoii's  party,  but  I  subsequently 
learned  that  the  '  Plover's'  boats  had  been  along  this 
coast  a  few  days  prior  to  our  arrival,  and  had 
returned  on  tbcir  way  to  the  Macki-nzic,  as  I 
have  elsewhere  menttoited,  and  hud  evidently  landed 
in  this  neighbourhood.  Captain  AfClure  did  not 
consider  it  judicious  to  trust  the  dispatches  to  these 
women,  but  determined  to  return  to  the  ship,  remain 
off  the  const  during  tlic  night,  and  sccrk  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  men  further  to  the  westward  early  tlic 
following  morning.  We  then  took  onr  leave,  the 
vomcn  still  regretting  our  non-acceptanoe  of  their 
hoepitality.  They  waded  off  with  us  to  the  boats, 
then  grounded  some  dif^tance  from  the  shore.  After 
we  liad  got  afloat,  the  two  poor  creatures  could  be 
seen  running  along  the  beach,  holding  up  fish  as  an 
inducement  to  return.  They  had  previously  expressed, 
in  the  most  piteous  tones  on  parting  with  fish  in 
barter,  that  thcv  should  all  die  in  the  winter  &om 
Btar\'ation. 

We  reached  the  ship  at  C  p.m.,  and  worked  up 
aloug  the  coast  tmtil  darkness  set  in.  We  anchored 
for  the  night  off  Baillie  Islands,  in  four  fathoms,  the 
weather  looking  wild  and  unsettled.  The  temperature 
of  air  had  fallen  to  27°.  and  sea-water  to  tS°.   Young 
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ice  formed  in  the  rig^ng  which  was  showered  about 
us  plentifully  in  working  the  ship. 

When  on  shore  several  Ducks  and  Gulls  were  shot, 
and  the  Great  Northern  Diver  (Colymbus  Glacialts) 
was  seen  for  the  first  time ;  several  flocks  of  Ducks 
were  also  seen  all  going  to  the  southward — increasing 
the  unpleasant  evidence,  that  the  short  Arctic  sum- 
mer was  drawing  to  a  close. 
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CHAPTER  VU. 
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Hostile  Aapeot — Altered  Demeanour — A]>jM>aranc«  of  Mm 
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rvtuTD — Tlieir  Visit  to  the  Shiji — Inritation  to  the  Ennunp- 
ment — DrpArture  from  Baillie's  Isiaiids — Visits  from  Escjui- 
maux  and  Incident* — Tlirar  Account  of  other  Expeiitiona-^ 
Visit,  &c. — Expectation  of  a  Ship  with  Preaeuta — Their 
Departure  from  the  Ship  —  Eei|iunuiux,  their  Uabiti, 
Manoera,  Customs,  &e. 


The  luorning  of  the  Slst  of  August  wore  a  ocdd 
and  cheerless  as[>cct ;  the  land,  insti'Ad  of  the  rich  and 
verdant  appearance  it  presented  but  a  few  hours 
before,  being  everywhere  covered  with  snow.  We  had 
anchore<l  l>etwocn  Boillie  IslaDds  and  the  main  land. 
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about  four  mfles  distant  from  each,  and  it  having 
been  determined  to  seek  the  hunting  grounds  of 
thu  Esquimaux  further  to  the  northward,  earl^' that 
morning,  at  7  a.m.,  the  first  cutter  was  again  manned 
and  anned,  and  provisions  taken  for  tueoty-four 
hours.  Captain  NfClure  and  myself,  with  the  int<;r- 
prcter,  once  more  took  our  departure.  It  waa  the 
coldest  day  we  had  yet  experienced  mthin  the  Arctic 
circle,  with  a  Ircsh  biting  blast  from  the  westward  ; 
the  wind  having  a  few  hoiirs  before  forsaken  that  quar- 
ter whenre  it  had  so  ohstiuutcly  blown  against  us. 

We  resolved  on  running  along  the  coast  of  the 
main  land  as  near  as  possible  to  the  shore,  and  stood 
in  accordingly  towards  a  small  bay,  which  proved  to 
be  the  one  we  had  left  the  evening  before — a  good 
starting  point  from  whence  to  commence  onr  search 
for  the  tribe.  Tlie  boat  groiuided  as  we  approached 
the  shore,  and  the  surf  breaking  pretty  heavily  at  the 
time,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor.  After  some 
exertion  we  were  again  soon  afloat,  and  as  the  wind 
was  blowing  directly  on  shore,  we  had  to  pull  out 
some  distance,  the  water  being  very  shallow.  No 
(tocmer  was  the  boat  obser\'cd  approaching,  than 
our  two  friends  of  the  previous  day  made  their 
appearance,  and  by  word  and  gesture  earnestly 
besought  ns  to  land.  Our  duty  lay  in  another  (puirter  j 
they,  however,  ascended  tlie  heights  and  watched  us 
for  a  long  time. 

As  we  advanced  on  our  way  through  loose  ice,  our 
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progress  was  arrested  from  time  to  time  by  several 
little  mishaps.  Tlie  wind  Laving  increased  cou- 
Bidcrubly  in  force,  it  corried  nwny  our  mnin-yard,  then 
sprung  the  mizcn  mast,  and  wc  grounded  repeatedly 
amongst  the  ice.  The  coast  line  preseotcd  a  suc- 
cession of  lofty  headlands,  as  if  each,  on  becoming 
exposed  to  view,  wiis  the  kst,  until  we  got  some 
eighteen  or  twenty  miles  to  tlic  northwnrd,  when  that 
which  appeared  to  be,  as  it  really  was,  Cape  Bathnrst, 
broke  fairly  on  our  view.  No  taace  of  a  human  being 
was  anywhere  diacemihlc  along  the  coast,  with  the 
oidofughtss  :  and  our  last  hope  rested  on  the  Ctipe  wc 
were  mpidly  nearing.  We  were  about  to  relinquish 
the  searrli,  supposing  the  trilw  had  changed  their 
encampment,  and  perhaps  gone  farther  inland,  when 
the  glass  being  in  my  hands,  I  thought  1  could 
discern  a  ii^ure  iu  motion  near  the  extremity  of 
the  Cape.  Soon  aftenvards,  a  number  of  huts  and 
many  people  were  disccrtiible ;  and  the  anxiously 
sought  for  encampment  was,  at  length,  discovered  on 
the  extremity  of  the  Cape,  much  to  our  delight. 

The  shallowness  of  the  water  would  not  admit 
of  our  steering  direct.  We,  therefore,  kept  on 
our  couree  towards  what  appeared  a  hu-gt-  floe. 
extending  between  the  Cajw  and  ncighliouring  island, 
but  which  wc  found  on  landing  to  l>e  a  narrow  sandy 
isthmus  on  which  the  snow  was  deposited  some  fire 
or  six  inches.  The  boot  grounded  some  distance 
from  the  shore,  but  we  tracked  her  in  as  near  to  it  as 
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possible,  and  at  once  made  our  dispositions  for 
advancing  to  tlw  Cape.  As  it  was  difficult  to  say 
what  attitude  tho  Esquimaux,  from  thoir  great  nutu- 
tiers.  Blight  assiuue  towards  a  party  coiisjjsting  only 
of  eleven  persons,  and  as  they  had  manifi^tcd  no  sig^i 
of  fiiendship  as  yet,  but  stood  silently  on  the  vci^  of 
tite  Ca])e  WHtcliJiig  our  movements,  thit  muskets 
were  lunded  and  ammunitiuu  served  out;  five  men 
being  lefb  to  guard  the  boat,  witli  orders  not  to  allow 
any  kayaks  to  come  alongBide.  We  landed  with  three 
men,  one  of  whom  carried  a  white  eusigii,  nud  a  bag 
containing  thu  presents,  and  buhlly  advanced  towards 
the  Cupe,  thtm  distant  about  700  yards.  Wc  had 
got  aliout  half  way  without  observing  the  Icust 
movcmcut  amongst  them,  and  matters  wearing  rather 
a  hostile  aspect,  we  considered  timt  our  fearless 
advance,  in  iiumbora  so  few.  would  convince  them  of 
our  friendly  iiitetitions.  Suddenly  one  of  them 
was  observed  to  desrend  the  cliff,  at  the  base  of 
which  were  several  ooiniaks  and  kayaks,  seized  one  of 
the  latter,  launched  it  in  a  small  channel  of  water, 
separating  the  isthmus  from  the  Capo,  which  was  in 
some  places  quite  fordable,  and  made  way  towards  us. 
In  a  moment,  all  the  others,  as  if  by  preconcerted 
signal,  followed  the  example,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
whole  tribe  advanced  rapidly  towards  us.  They  left 
the  kayaks  at  the  stream,  oud  run  wildly  along  tho 
beach,  yelling  loudly- — their  long  black  hair  streaming 
in  the  wiud.    Carrying  their  bows  ready  for  use,  they 
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unsheathed  their  long  bright  kiiivfls,  and  brandished 
them  in  tlio  air  as  they  advanced.  All  the  women 
followed  with  sn|>ph(!8  of  nrrows,  presenting  a  picture 
of  hostility,  which  left  little  to  be  understood  of  their 
mtentions.  We  haltwl  in  a  line  to  receive  them,  our  guns 
being  ready  for  use,  if  necessary,  and  made  the  signal 
of  peace — the  interpreter  at  the  same  time  calling  out 
lustily  that  we  were  their  friends,  which  induced  them 
to  pause  when  a  few  yarda  distant,  still  vocift-mting 
loudly  as  to  our  intentions.  Their  numbers  rapidly 
increased,  several  ooniiaks  filled  with  men  and  women 
having  left  the  shore  to  reinforce  them,  all  armed.  Some 
of  the  latter  cnrrietl  long  spears,  and  there  being  then 
not  less  than  ninety  or  a  h\mdrcd  present,  with  an 
evident  desire  on  their  part  to  close  urotmd  us,  we 
drew  a  tine  on  the  snow  ocross  which  neither  party 
were  to  pass.  This  mode  of  preserving  order  they  at 
onoc  understood,  a»  if  the  custom  existed  amongst 
themselves;  but  while  they  evinced  a  readiness  to 
comply  at  one  moment,  in  the  next,  the  line  of 
demarcation  was  passed,  and  wc  became  nearly  sur- 
rounded bv  them  OS  before.  This  went  on  Irom  time 
to  time,  requiring  the  utmost  trouble  on  our  part  to 
keep  them  hack  ;  tlie  interpreter  being  all  this  time  in 
conversation  with  the  chief  mid  principal  men  of  the 
tribe,  assuring  them  of  our  friendship,  and  the 
peaceful  object  of  our  visit — being  in  search  of  our  lost 
brothers.  As  the  interview  progressed,  wc  observed 
several  of  them  return  tboir  arrows  to  the  quiver ; 
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Others  handed  tlieir  bo^vs  to  the  women;  but  the 
knives  were  retained.  AVe  then  considertd  tbut  the 
indications  of  hocitility  they  had  manifested  were  iit  au 
end,  at  least,  fur  a  time. 

The  guns  we  carried  were  evident  objects  of  attrac- 
tion, and  a  japanned  botanical  case  slung  across  rar 
back:  much  excited  their  wonder  and  admiration — its 
reflix;ting  surface  adding,  no  doubt,  greatly  to  their 
surprise.  A  clever  attempt  was  made  to  steal  a 
bnoe  of  pocket-piste^  it  contained,  and  1  was 
obliged  forcibly  to  wrest  them  from  the  thief. 
They  made  several  playfid  endeavours  to  get  the  muskets 
out  of  our  hands  but  this  was  firmly  resisted ;  and 
other  attempts  at  fumUiarity  uLso  required  us  to  main- 
tain an  appearance  of  dctermiuatiou. 

The  information  they  gave  us  was  similar  to 
what  we  had  received  from  the  women  on  the 
previous  day ;  and  nothing  additional  was  then 
elicite<l.  The  tribe  appeared  to  he  composed  of 
young,  active,  muscular  men,  and  the  women  were 
decidedly  better-looking,  with  more  vivauity  and 
cheerfuLucss  than  any  we  had  met  with.  I  fancied 
that  1  could  trace  the  outline  of  Indian  features  in 
several  of  both  sexes;  the  dress  of  the  women  par- 
ticularly pftrtook  in  some  degrxxi  of  that  worn  by 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  differed  from  the  costimie  of 
their  nice  along  the  coast.  In  the  men,  there  was  an 
absence  of  the  Ubrets ;  but  several  had  the  septum 
of  the  nose  piei-ced  and  transfixed  with  a  piece  of 


176 


THE    NORTH-WEST    PASSACB. 


ivory,  some  throe  or  four  indies  long,  a  blue  bead 
ornamenting  either  end.  Smidry  etnblcina  of  their 
success  in  the  chase  were  worn  suspended  from  their 
deor-slcin  coat ;  chiefly  the  head  and  neck  of 
the  Great  Northern  Diver,  skins  of  the  stoat  or 
ermine,  and  other  small  anininls — all  intended  to  coq- 
vcy  an  idea  of  their  individual  prowess.  Tatooing 
was  commuu  amon^t  them ;  and  the  captors  of 
Whales  were  each  lionoured  with  one  Une  extending 
outwards  from  the  inner  angle  of  the  eye  ooruss  tho 
cheek ;  for  each  one  taken,  the  captor  became 
entitled  to  an  ndilitionni  mark.  They  had  ainght  n 
Whale  only  a  few  doys  previous,  and  hail  been  busily 
engaged  in  feasting  on,  and  flensing  it,  on  our 
arrival.  The  captor  was  pointed  out  to  ufl.  He  bad 
rc<xivcd  his  line  of  tatooing ;  it  was  the  first  he 
had  taken,  and  was  evidently  very  proud  of  the 
honour,  and  the  high  position  he  now  occupied  among 
tlic  tribe.  He  was  one  of  the  finest  and  most  in- 
telligent-looking among  the  young  men  ;  and,  on  the 
strength  of  bis  enpture  and  general  success  that 
scitson,  had  taken  to  himself  a  second  wifo;  the 
number  being  proportioned  to  the  wealth  of  the 
husband,  and  his  ability  to  maintain  them.  Tlicy  all  bad 
the  appearance  of  exjwrt  hunter?,  and  ran  with  great 
celerity.  They  said  they  were  alwut  half  as  many  at 
the  encnmpment  ns  were  present ;  so  that  we  estimated 
the  streugtb  of  the  tribe  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
sons. They  would  all  leave  the  Cape  (except  one  family. 


DABTBK. 


177 


which  peranins  throughout  the  winter)  in  ahmit 
Utrec  wecks^  as  soou  us  youiig  ice  covers  tlic  sea. 
Thej'  then  procceJ  to  that  pnrt  of  Hurrowby  Bay, 
where  wo  had  <1Ls4?overc(l  tlic  sledges,  birds  and 
fish,  until  the  ioc  aojuires  atrongtb  sufficient  to 
admit  of  their  travelling,  when  they  go  west- 
ward to  meet  a  tribe  from  the  Mackenzie,  with  whom 
they  trade,  the  bttcr  trading  with  the  Indians, 
who  are  in  direct  communication  with  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Compiuiy'sngciila.  They  repeated  the  accusation 
of  the  fire-water  having  been  given  in  barter,  and 
.its  fata]  results.  On  inquiring  us  to  the  value  of  a 
silver  fo:t-flkin,  and  the  amount  it  realized  in  barter, 
they  confirmed  n  story  we  had  Iteard  from  the  women 
the  day  previous,  that  for  three  of  those  precious 
skins  they  had  got  from  the  traders  cooking  utensils, 
which  we  estimated  at  eight  shillings  imd  sixpence. 
I  may  mention  that  the  akin  of  the  silver  fox  is  one 
of  tlie  most  valuable  fum,  and  at  the  nnniinl  sale  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  varies  in  price,  sometimes 
being  as  high  as  twenty-five  or  tliirty  guineas,  so  that 
an  idea  of  their  profits  may  be  formed  when  we  con- 
sider the  amount  of  the  original  oust.  How  much  tho 
condition  of  those  poor  crcatiu-es  might  be  improved 
under  the  influence  of  free  trade. 

They  were  at  war  with  the  Esquimaux,  whom  we 
met  at  Point  Warren,  and  with  some  tribes  of  Indians 
to  the  south,  which  quite  corresponded  with  the 
accounts  received  at  the  last-named  locality;  and,  I 
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have  no  dmilit,  from  their  appearance,  tliey  are  as 
valiant  in  war  ns  expert  in  the  cliiise.  The  women 
were  tatoocd  with  the  usual  lines  on  the  chin.  1  was 
astonished  to  see  so  many  young  wives  and  mothers 
amongst  Ihem ;  one,  in  appearance  and  expression, 
mud)  the  most  interesting  of  the  "whole,  had  a  good 
ooiiiplcxion,  large,  dark,  sparkling  eyes,  beautiful 
pearl-like  teeth,  aquiline  uosc,  a  most  luxuriant  crop 
of  rnven-black  hair,  small  and  delieately- formed 
hands  and  feet,  and  her  pleasing  features  nuliant 
with  smiles  of  ch&^xful  good-humour,  much  excited 
my  interest.  As  I  advanced  to  make  licr  a  present, 
she  put  a  hand  behind  her  back,  and  drew  forth 
by  the  legs  a  naked  infant  only  two  days  old, 
carelessly  exposing  it  to  the  cold  and  snow  then 
falling.  She  appeared,  also,  much  loo  youthful  to  be 
a  wife.  The  child  betrayed  no  sign  of  uucjisincss  ;  but 
I  directed  it  to  lie  returned  imnie<liatcly  whence  it 
came.  Several  children,  or  rather  infants,  were 
similarly  treate<I ;  and,  as  the  mother's  pointed  to  them, 
it  was  evidently  done,  no  leas  to  excite  our  sympathy 
than  our  Uberality. 

We  commenced  negotiations  for  the  trimsmission  of 
the  despatches  with  the  head  of  the  tribe,  and  the 
dderraembfirs  ofit.  We  made  them  thoroughly  under- 
atjmd  their  nature — that  they  were  words  to  our 
brethren  in  afar  country — which,  if  delivered  safely, 
would  be  more  valuable  to  them  than  n  Wliale,  as  they 
would  receive  many  presents.     Tliey  faithfully  pro- 
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miscd  to  do  what  was  repaired.    Wo  now  becnime 
on  more  intimate  terms ;  anil  they  invited  iis  up  to 
the  encampment ;  but  the  interpreter  did  not  consider 
it  prudent,  from  what  ho  judged  of  their  character, 
to  accept  the  invitation,  and  recommended  tliat  wo 
should    return    to    the   boat,    and    distribute    the 
presents,  which  to  expose  then  might  be  attended 
with  danger,  by  exciting  their  cupidity.    Wc,  there- 
fore, turned  towanls  thu  boat,  followed  by  uU  the 
men,  women  and  children — a  wild  and  picturesque 
pertf.     Each  of  ua  appeared  to  have  a  group  of 
foflowcra ;  the  women  lajing  hold  of  our  arms,  and 
attempting  to   walk   with   m  in  European  fashion 
—a  degree  of  familiarity  it  was  not  safe  to  albw  witli 
a  people  generally  Ircachcrona  and  deceitful.    They 
are,  in  this  way,  frc(]ueutly  made  the  agents  of  the 
mcD,  when   an  attack  or  plunder  is  premeditated, 
instances  of  which  arc  narrated  in  the  early  jonrncys 
of  l-'raiiklin  and  Richardson  along  this  coast,  when 
the  women  laid  hold  of  the  men'fi  arms  in  t!tc  boat, 
with  a  view  of  ultimately   overpowering,  and  ren- 
dering them  imable  to  offer  resistance.     While  thns 
walking,  sorac  of  our  people  had  their  pockets  picked, 
the  thief  taking  advantage  of  their  arms  being  held 
by  the  women.     On  reaching  our  boat  wc  found  a 
'few   kayaks    had  preceded   us      They  now  became 
exceedingly  clamorous  for  presents ;   and  a  line  of 
dunarcstion  was  agam  dra\ru  ou  the  snow,  only  to 
be  passed  as  before. 
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The  despatches  were  delivered  to  the  chief  of  tho 
tribe,  nnd  a  gun  presented  to  him  as  his  reward  for 
their  safe  catc  and  transit,  which  lie  received  with 
eagerness  and  delight.  We  fully  inatnictcd  him  in 
its  use,  and  loaded  it  in  his  presence.  He  fired  it 
with  great  coolness,  atnid  a  general  shout  of  joy  from 
his  brethren ;  a  hundred  rounds  of  ball  cartridge 
were  atlded  to  tho  gift.  On  receinng  the  gun,  the 
young  men  and  warriors  of  the  tribe  returned  to  the 
Cape,  with  a  view  of  getting  tlieir  kuyuka  and  escorting 
us  back  to  the  ship — the  older  men  and  women  re- 
maining. We  distributed  many  presents,  consisting 
of  knives,  scissora,  Blcs,  heads,  hatchets,  kettles,  boilers, 
with  needles  and  pins  to  the  women,  with  which  they 
appeared  greatly  delighted.  The  boat  was  then 
ordered  to  be  got  afloat ;  but  several  mIio  surrounded 
her  in  the  water  appeared  but  little  disposed  to  let 
us  depart,  and  held  on  by  the  gunwale ;  a  few 
of  the  women  had  actuidty  got  into  the  lioat  despite 
tho  best  eftbrts  of  oiur  men  to  parent  them,  and 
could  only  be  removed  by  force.  One  of  them,  a 
bold,  Anutzoniandooking  creature,  was  a  most  auda- 
cious and  determiucd  thief.  She  had  made  an  attempt 
to  steal  several  articles,  and  had  actually  succeeded  In 
taking  the  boat's  compass  out  of  the  binnacle,  md 
coDceolcd  it  iu  her  bosom  beside  her  infant :  when 
observed,  it  required  some  force  to  take  it  fioni  her. 
One  of  the  men  endeavouring  to  retain  it.  was  imme- 
diately  thrust  out  of  the  boat,  but  made  repeated 
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ottanptg  to  get  in  again.  Thcj  became  exceedingly 
noisy  and  dnniorous,  inore  particularfy  wlien  tliey 
saw  many  articles  intended  for  prcsvnts  still  remaining, 
which  so  greatly  excited  their  cupidity  that,  as  I  was 
subsequently  informed  by  the  inter|>retcr,  they  gave  the 
"  war  whoop"  for  attacking  and  plmidcring  tho  boat — 
a  circumstance  that  we,  who  were  ignorant  of  the 
language,  were  not  then  aware  of.  All  the  warriors 
of  the  tribe  had  previously  taken  their  departure  ; 
olhcnvisc  unpleasant  results  miglit  have  ensued.  The 
remainder  of  the  presents  were  issued  to  them,  when 
we  made  them  aware  that  wc  had  notliiug  further  to 
bestow,  and  nsked  them  to  assist  us  in  getting  the 
l)0at  afloat,  which  some  of  them  did.  We  did  not 
obtain  much  infurmntioii  from  them  with  regard 
to  the  existence  of  land  to  the  northward,  of  which 
they  appeared  to  be  qoito  ignorant.  They  said  the 
land  of  the  Wliitc  Hear  was  in  that  direction,  at  the 
SDme  time  pointing  to  the  north,  which  sub^- 
quent  experience  fully  confirmed  from  the  great 
number  wc  saw  of  these  animals,  and  they  ap- 
peared to  enterlnin  an  accurate  idea  of  tlicir  prowess 
and  ferocity  ;  one  of  the  women  uttering  u  piteous  tale 
of  her  child  having  been  carried  ofl'  by  a  boar,  a  short 
time  before,  close  to  where  we  stood. 

After  great  trouble  and  exertion  we  succeeded  in 
getting  the  boat  afloat,  when  we  again  made  sail 
and  took  leave  of  our  friends  on  the  beach,  followed 
by  a  niosfjuitu  fleet  of  sevcutct-n  kuynks,  wliich  had 


132 


TUB    NOltTH'WEST    PASSAOB. 


joined  to  escort  as  back  to  the  ship — as  tho  wati 
was  vtr^  shallow,  one  of  them  in  his  tiny  ci 
piloted  us  clear  of  the  groimilcd  ice  taid  shoals.  It 
was  beautiful  to  witness  witli  wluit  tact  aud  dexterity 
they  were  managed,  and  ra^jiLlly  propelled  through  the 
water.  Tlicy  are  elegantly  and  ingeniously  con- 
structed of  seal  skiu  over  a  whale-huae  frame  work, 
the  foruicr  being  sown  witli  the  tendons  of  the  rein- 
deer, and  a  bone  needle,  wlien  no  other  can  be 
procured.  They  are  extremely  buoyant,  propelled  by 
a  single  p&ddic,  arc  generally  aboat  sixteen  or  soven- 
teeu  feet  in  length,  and  weigh  about  forty-^ve  pounds, 
so  that  they  can  be  carried  ou  the  shoulder  with  case. 
They  contain  all  the  implements  of  war  and  the 
cliasc,  everything  in  its  place,  so  that  an  Ks(}uituaux 
in  his  kayak,  is  provided  'nitli  nil  he  can  possibly 
require,  and  has  ample  room  for  a  good  supply  of 
food. 

Tlicy  were  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  ship,  tlien 
distant  about  ten  miles.  Several  prerefled  iis,  and  it 
was  bcAutifuI  to  witness  the  regularity  and  order  of 
their  advance — maiutaiuing  a  proper  distance  between 
each,  which  did  not  vary  in  the  least  as  far  as  we 
coidd  observe.  Wo  were  anxious  to  witness  a  display 
of  their  skUljvvhcn  in  chase  of  the  Whidc,  in  the  use  oS 
the  spear  and  harpoon,  which  they  throw  with 
great  dexterity,  recovering  the  wea|>on  with  wonderful 
rapidity.  These  harpoons  have  a  piece  of  inflated  skin 
or  the  bladder  of  animals  altaclied  to  the  up[H:r  part 
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by  a  tendonoiis  coH  or  n  Wulnis  liidc  thong ;  and 
whcu  thrown,  the  barbed  portion  becomes  dctnchcd 
from  the  shaft,  when  it  hits  its  object,  the  skui  still 
adhering  to  it.  In  this  way,  a  Whale  is  pui-siicd  by 
the  men  in  kayaks,  and  receives  such  a  number 
of  these  wounds  in  quick  succession  as  it  comes  to 
the  surface,  and  becomes  so  worried  and  exhausted 
from  loss  of  blood,  that  uscnpc  is  very  rare.  The 
sprnr  was  also  thrown  with  grait  accuracy  ;  tb«  heads 
of  these  and  the  harjKwns  are  for  the  most  part  made 
oi  bone ;  flint  is  sometimes  substitufcd  both  for  them 
and  arrow  heads — some  of  the  latter  were  made  of 
iron. 

The  wind  continuing  from  the  west  was 
against  us,  and  we  ware  obliged  to  work  through 
iioe  ice,  whi<^h  much  nitardo<t  our  prepress.  The 
kayaks  did  not  follow  us,  but  wisely  kept  on  a  etroight 
course,  and  when  ice  came  In  the  way,  the  Esquimaux 
lauded  on  it,  hank-d  up  their  little  boats,  emptied  them 
of  any  water  they  containc<l,  and  ciurictl  them  across 
the  ilue,  launchiu|>  them  on  the  opposite  side,  when 
they  ngain  proceeded  on  their  way.  On  clearing 
the  ice,  there  was  a  little  sea  ou  ;  but  they,  nothing 
daunted,  kept  on  their  coui-sc  towards  the  ship.  One 
of  them  bad  detached  himself  from  the  others  and 
followed  in  our  wake — the  sea  washing  over  bis  little 
kayak,  of  which  ho  appeared  quito  i-egardless.  lie  ex- 
cited unr  con)|>as!)ion,  and  wc  invited  lum  and  his  boat 
OD  bourd,  which  he  accepted,  and  the  lutt<;r  was  soon 
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safely  stowed  in  our  capacious  cutter.  The  poor 
icllow  being  wet  and  cold,  we  gave  him  some  liread 
and  meat,  but  he  evident!}-  did  not  rcUsh  it  so  well 
OS  the  blubber  and  other  food  familiar  to  him  ;  and 
placed  it  in  the  kayak.  We  made  him  serenl 
presents  for  bis  wife  and  little  son,  of  whom  he 
reminded  ua.  In  tucking  from  time  to  time,  be.  os  it 
blew  fresh,  and  the  cutttT  inclined  much  to  krwnrd. 
betrayed  evident  signs  of  alarm,  and  clung  tenaciously 
to  the  man  sitting  next  him ;  no  doubt  he  would 
have  felt  himself  much  more  secure  in  his  own 
little  craft. 

"\Vc  n.'nchcd  the  ship  atwut  6  r.M.,  after  our  long 
but  rcr)'  interesting  excursion,  wet  and  cold,  it  snow- 
ing licavlly  tit  the  time  Before  going  on  bunrd,  we 
presented  our  friend  with  the  hoarding  pike  and 
white  ensign,  under  wbicb  we  had  met  his  tribe, 
and  he  appeared  much  gratified.  The  greater 
numbor  of  the  knyntcs  that  had  left  the  shore  were 
alongside,  and  were  hoisted  on  bourd  with  their 
owners  generally  occupying  their  scats. 

Numerous  amusing  mcideuts  occurred  during  their 
short  stay,  and  they  participated  largely  in  the 
bounty  of  the  men,  who  gave  them  a  great  quantity 
of  clcthiug,  &c.  One  was  inmic<lialely  converted 
into  a  marine,  and  it  was  amusing  to  witness  him  as 
soon  as  he  was  (spiippcd  iu  the  uniform,  going  to  tlic 
gangway,  and  hulding  up  legs  and  ai-iu.s  successively 
to  his  astonished  ba-threu  alongside;  dis]iLiyiug  bts 
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new  coslumc  with  which  lie  appeared  uncommonly 
well  pluiscd. 

We  weighed  anchor  aud  stood  to  tlie  south-east 
to  get  clear  of  the  islands,  and  our  Esquimaux  friends 
were  obliged  to  take  their  departure.  Before  leaving 
the  shore,  the  old  chief,  a  man  about  sixty-eight  years 
of  age,  had  civilly  asked  us  to  stop  the  uight  at  the 
encampment,  offering  to  place  his  tent  at  our  disposal ; 
and  aa  they  had  killed  u  Whulu,  lie  promised  as  a  rich 
repast  od  its  delicious  blubber.  It  was  evidently 
a  period  of  feasting  with  hun,  as  is  always  the  case 
w;heu  success  attends  their  efforts  in  tlic  chase. 

On  the  following  morning,  (Sunday,  Septemljer 
Ist)  the  weather  Imd  bceoine  milder,  and  the  sun's 
rays  shortly  dispelled  much  of  the  dreary  aspect 
of  (he  ncighbouriug  lauds.  We  hud  reached  within 
about  alx  miles  of  Capo  ttathurst,  which  bore 
N,  by  E.  nud  with  a  light  wind,  we  continued  to 
move  slowly  along.  Towards  noon,  two  knyaka  were 
observed  conihig  out  in  the  direction  of  the  most 
northerly  of  the  islands,  gliding  swiftly  and  gracefully 
over  the  surface  of  the  sea,  which  they  barely 
appeared  to  touch,  dexterously  propelled  and  guided 
by  th^r  solitary  occupants,  by  means  of  the  double 
bladcd  paddle.  The  ship  was  soon  reached,  and  we 
recognized  two  of  our  friends  of  yestonlay,  and 
hoisted  them  and  then:  kayaks  on  board  ;  one  of  the 
hitter  was  leaky,  and  the  wily  Esquimaux  inuncdiatdy 
set  about  to  discover  the  cause.      Everything  was 
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taken 


of  it.  and  I  Imd 


opportunity  of  seeing 
how  well  lliey  were  stocliL-d,  iucliuling  sjMirc  materials 
to  rcpnir  nny  disiL'iter  that  boat  or  implements 
might  sustain.  Several  otliets  soon  came  oo  board 
and  walked  about  the  ship  in  mute  asloiuslimcnt, 
at  what  they  saw.  Ooc  of  them  fearlessly  went  up 
the  rigging  on  being  desired  to  do  so,  as  high  as  the 
muiu-top,  and  woidd  have  gone  up  to  the  tnick,  but 
was  prudently  called  down,  lest  an  accident  might 
occur. 

They  told  us  there  had  been  great  excitement 
amongst  them  the  previous  night  in  expectation  of 
our  visit ;  that  they  hud  been  buaUy  engaged  in  using 
the  cooking  utensils  we  had  given  them,  in  prejMuiug 
large  quantities  of  fish,  venison,  and  whale  blubber 
in  nnticii>ati<>n  of  a  great  fcust  in  our  hunour.  and 
still  appeared  nuxionsto  re^nle  us  with  these  delicacies. 
The  interestiug-ltHjking  fellow  who  capttwed  the  Whale 
was  one  of  the  party  on  bourd,  and  tus  good-humoured 
smihng  face  and  vivacity  of  uinnncr  made  him  a 
favourite  amongst  the  men.  He  was  taken  Itclow. 
and,  from  their  unite*!  contributions,  was  speedily 
convert4;d  into  a  thorough  tar.  Apparently  much 
delighted  at  the  change  he  had  undergone,  he  dis- 
carded his  skin  clothing,  and  put  it  away  in  his  kayak. 
It  WAS  amusing  to  see  him  walking  the  deck  in  great 
dignity,  with  his  bands  in  his  pockets,  and  a  good 
BsUordike  gait.  He  did  not  appear  so  imposing  as  in 
his  own  cwtume :  his  size  and  stature  suffering  by 
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tbo  change ;  but  he  was  very  proud  of  it,  and  took 

evcr>'  opportunity  of  exhibiting  hiimt;lf  to  bis  admiring 
countrymen.  He  went  on  shore  as  o  sailor,  and 
doubtless  pi-ovcd  a  formidable  rival  to  the  corporal  of 
marines  created  the  day  previous. 

It  vr'as  ludicrons  to  observe  the  others,  on  beholding 
our  fiieud  so  largely  the  recipient  of  our  bounty, 
become  suddenly  affected,  an  aguish  tendency  having 
apparently  set  in,  which,  iu  the  tirst  instance,  had 
the  appearance  of  reality,  as  they  walked  about 
the  dock,  trcmbUng  in  every  limb,  and  drawing  their 
skill  garments  at  the  same  time  closely  around  them. 
Our  syiuputhy  was  *xcitfd  by  one  wlio  had  a  more 
miserable  appearance  than  the  others.  Ho  was  taken 
below,  and  received  a  large  wartu  flannel  shirt,  which 
he  put  on  under  his  coat.  lie  no  sooner  came  on 
deck,  than  he  stealthily  took  it  ofi',  concealed  it  in  hia 
kayak,  and  oummcnc«jd  sliivering  as  before,  but  to  no 
pur|K)se.  The  trickery  was  diiicovcrod  by  on  old 
quarter-master,  who  expressed  his  indignation  in  no 
measured  terms  ;  and  the  aguish  paroxysm,  meeting 
with  no  farther  sympatliy,  soon  disappeared.  Sevend 
had  succeeded  in  this  way  in  getting  articles  of 
clothing',  before  t)ie  deception  wua  discovered.  I  was 
led  by  curiosity  to  place  tny  hand  on  their  skin,  which 
I  found  to  be  of  a  high  temperature.  An  oomiak, 
containing  five  women  and  four  men,  whom  we  re- 
cognised, came  alongside  in  the  cou»c  of  the  clay 
&om  a  fishing  excursion.     1  observed  the  women 
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occupied  the  centre  scflfs  to  pniMle,  the  men  at 
cither  end  to  direct  the  steering ;  but  all  the  labour 
devolved  on  the  poor  women. 

I  took  their  sailor  countryman  to  the  gangway, 
when  they  raised  a  wild  yell,  doubtless  of  surprise,  on 
seeing  hiin.  They  put  on  their  heat  dresaea  in  the 
boat,  and  came  on  board  in  holiday  costume.  I 
leuiarked  before  it  more  closely  resembles  that  worn 
by  the  Indian  women  rather  tlian  the  Esquimaux. 
The  hood  is  high  and  imposing  in  appearance,  oma- 
luented  with  feathers,  and  profusely  decorated  with 
beads  in  front.  It  adds  wonderfully  to  the  api>arcDt 
stature  of  these  women,  and  prmluccs  a  gencndly  good 
effect.  ITie  owucr  of  the  leaky  kayak,  as  soon  as  his 
countrywomen  came  on  board,  seized  one  of  them 
and  pointi^  out  to  her  the  hole  in  it.  She  immediately 
procured  a  needle  from  Uimj  and  thread  of  reindeer 
tendon  ;  and,  with  gn;at  quickness  and  cheerfulness,  set 
about  the  repair,  which  she  quickly  accomphshed.  1 
naturally  assumed  she  was  liis  wife  ;  but  such  was  not 
the  case,  as  I  found  on  inquiring.  This  incident  tends 
to  show  with  what  readuicss  they  work  for  and  oblige 
each  other— numerous  instances  of  which  came  within 
my  observation.  They  roauicd  freely  about  the  ship, 
were  noisy  and  clamorous  for  everything  they  saw,  and 
were  particularly  channed  with  tlie  sight  of  a  looking- 
glass  which  they  could  not  at  all  understand;  we 
gave  them  a  few  small  oucs,  and  several  other  presents. 
They  were  very  anxious  to  see  the  women  of  our 
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tribe,  and  wished  to  know  wTicrc  we  kept  them.  Some 
one  pointed  to  tlic  officers  cabins,  and  said  they  were 
in  those  Utile  houses — giving  an  itiea  of  tlieir  domicile 
bj  shovring  the  interior  of  one ;  and  in  tliis  belief 
U\ey  left  the  ship.  They  guve  us  an  illustration  of 
one  of  their  heathen  dnnccs  to  the  music  of  their 
own  voices,  which  was  grotesque,  but  otherwise  un- 
intcrL^ting.       The    tneu   displayed    great    agility   in 

Flet4)uig  over  bars  on  the  upper  deck,  at  a  much 
greater  elevation  than  our  men  could  attempt ;  but 

[in  lifting  weights,  they  were  for  surpassed  by  the 
latter,  as  they  would  have  been  in  any  other  feat  of 
strength. 

Wc  again  sought  for  infunnation  from  tbeni  res- 
pecting any  parties  that  had  visited  the  coast,  when 
they  repeated  truthfully  all  wc  had  previously  heard 
of  Sir  John  Iliehardson's  party.  On  my  making 
inquiry  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  Chief  of  the  party, 
they  described  him  most  accimitely ;  and  the  captor 
of  the  Whale,  who  was  merely  an  attentive  listener 
of  the  conversation,  at  once  imitated  the  firm  up- 
right gait  of  my  friend  Sir  John,  by  walking  along 
the  deck ;  leaving  but  little  doubt  of  his  being  readily 
juised  by  these  people  shotdd  he  again  visit  their 
shores.  Obser\mg  that  wc  took  a  great  interest  in 
all  that  related  to  the  visits  of  travellers  along  the 
coast,  after  wc  had  i»rcseuted  one  of  the  party  with, 
a  harpoon,  and  instructed  him  in  its  use.  they 
told  ua  for  the    first  time,  of  a  party  vdth  three 
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boats  having  visited  ihcm  last  suramcr,  from  whom 
they  obtained   knives  and  a  few  buttons  in  barter. 
One  of  the  former  they  showed  us.     It  was  marked 
OD  the  blade  with  »  Maltese  cross  and  the  letter  L. 
Tli^  could  not  give  n  satisfactory  account  as  to 
their   nniiibcra,   but   that  thoy  had  gone   eastward. 
We  scarcely  knew  what  amount  of   importance  to 
attach  to  this  story.  Whether  it  was  related  by  these 
cunning  people  with  the  hope  of  gain,  or  that  any 
other  exploring  party  had  passed  along  this  coast,  we 
were  at  the  time  ignorant ;  but  1  tliink  it  must  have 
been   the  party  of  Sir  Jolin  Richardson — assuming 
tliat    the  Esquimaux  were   in  error   as  regards   the 
period,  it  having  been  two  summers  since  tliat  expe- 
dition visited  the  const.    They  said  also  that  one  of 
the  former  parties  liad  told  them  that  a  great  oomiak 
would  come  along  the  coast,  and  give  each  of  them 
8  gun.     Now  it  so  happened,  they  had  observed  the 
ship's  muskets  pile<l  together  iu  the  armour)' — it  having 
been  casually  left  open,  and,  being  in  au  exposed  part 
of  the  ship,  could  not  escape  their  observation — and 
nothing  could  convince  them  that  these  were  not  the 
long-expected  gun^ ;    that  we  were    for  the  great 
oomiak  they  had  heard  of,  there  coiUd  exii^t  no  doubt 
— a  belief  on  their  part  which  gave  us  much  trouble ; 
and  we  had  some  difficulty  in  getting  them  out  of  the 
ship.     We  pacified  them  a  httic  by  saying,  if   we 
should  ooine^igniti  and  bear  of  the  safe  arrival  of  our 
letters,  we  would  give  a  gun  to  each  num  who  had 
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caught  a  Wbde.  An  agreement  of  thw  kind  is  by 
tliein  generally  considered  satisfactory.  But  we  were 
not  destined  to  retrace  our  steps  iJong  the  American 
coast ;  oar  promise  cooseqtieDtly  remains,  and  ifl 
likely  to  remain,  unfulfilled. 

About  4  P.M.  the  weather  became  fog^.  They 
took  their  departure,  but  it  was  only  by  hoisting  out 
their  kayaks  that  they  covild  be  forced  to  enter  them; 
appeoring  by  no  means  tired  of  our  cmnpany.  They 
then  proceeded  towards  the  islands  with  cxtnior- 
dinary  speed. 

The  Bsquimaux  call  themselves  "  Tnmiit/*  which 
significa  "man;"  but  the  name  by  wliich  they  arc 
now  known  is  not  considered  to  belong  to  tbeir 
language,  which  along  the  entire  line  of  coast  wo 
visited  as  far  eastward  as  Cape  Bathurst,  did  not 
differ  very  materiidly  from  tliat  of  the  natives  of 
Labrador  and  the  extreme  parts  of  the  American 
ooutiaent,  more  tlmn  wluit  niiglit  pertain  to  an  ordinary 
degree  of  provincialism  in  other  countries.  Our 
interpreter,  however,  iidbrmcd  me  that  he  had  less 
difiicidty  in  understanding  the  Cape  Bathurst  Esqui- 
manx  than  those  more  to  the  ivestwnrd,  from  Ha 
greater  similarity  to  tho  Labrador  language,  with 
which  he  wiw  thoroughly  conversant.  In  ap|K^firancc 
they  certainly  favoiu:  the  Mongohan  race.  They 
^'sre  met  with  in  the  north-eastern  extreme  of  Asia, 
tho  Aleutinn  Islands,  along  the  entire  coast  of 
America,  and  as  far  eastward  as  Greenland,  to  tlic 
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aoutl),  as  Hudson's  Bay,  and  to  the  north  ns  far  as  lias 
yet  been  explored.  They  entertain  a  very  exalted  idea 
of  their  own  importance,  and  consider  themselves  much 
sapcrior  to  the  Kabloonas,  or  white  men.  'ITiey  were 
always  vet}'  anxious  to  know  if  wo  were  married,  a 
question  which  tlie  interpreter  considered  necessiir)* 
to  an8wer  in  the  affirmative,  as  they  entertain  a  great 
contempt  for  men  who  are  not  in  that  happy  state, 
whom  they  consider  boya ;  and  a  man's  greatness  is 
ever  proportionate  to  the  number  of  bis  wives.  At 
our  last  interview  many  of  them  had  brought  down 
pieces  of  whale  blubl)er  for  barter ;  but  faiUng  in 
that  specnhUion,  tlicy  devoure<l  it  ravenoiwly — afTonl- 
ing  disgusting  evidence  of  the  great  cnpacity  of  their 
mouths,  which  they  quite  filled  with  the  blubber, 
cutting  off  with  a  knife  what  remained  outside. 

The  physical  choractcristicB  of  the  Ksqoimaux,  1 
have  already  mentioned ;  and  the  race  we  saw  afTonled 
ample  evidence  of  their  being  possessed  of  superior 
strength.  They  ure  generally  well  proportioned,  with 
fnll,  capacious  chcstt  nnd  well-shaped  limbs.  From 
several  measurements  which  I  made,  the  average 
height  was '5  feet  4^  inches  ;  but  those  apparently  of 
Indian  origin  were  taller,  from  5  feet  7  to  8  inches,  and 
in  one  or  two  instances  even  more.  Tbcir  expression  is 
by  no  means  uniiitcUigcnt.  The  complexion  ts  swarthy, 
chiefly,  I  think,  from  exposure  nnd  the  accumulation  of 
dirt;  the  head  is  of  good  size,  rather  Bat  superiorly,  but 
vciy  fuUy  developed  posteriorly,  evidencing   a  pre- 
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pondcranceof  the  animal  passions  ;  th«  forehead  was, 
for  tlie  most  part,  low  uiid  receding ;  in  a  few  it  waa 
somewhut  vertical,  but  uarrow.  The  full^ixprnidcd 
nostril,  brood  fnoe  and  high  cheek-bones,  were  well 
marked ;  they  pouscss  also  keen,  restless,  small  btnck 
vycs — the  external  commissure  drooped  somewhat. 
There  is  gent-rully  an  ab&euce  of  bwird  and  whiskers,  or 
thev  ore  rcjirescntcd  by  n  few  hairs ;  In  the  old  the 
growth  is  muro  luxuriant.  The  cavity  of  the  mouth 
is  one  of  the  most  capacious  I  have  seen,  with  a 
regularly  shaped,  powerfully-formed  lower  jaw,  and 
In^,  well-formed  t^Jeth—  the  incisors  prcsentii^  a 
pcx^uhnrly  flattened  crown,  as  if  worn  down  by  altri- 
tign  from  frequent  mii£licntion  of  hard  sub8taiiocs. 
The  bands  and  feet  arc  generally  small  and  well 
formed.  They  live  in  a  heathenish  state,  but  njipi^r 
to  have  au  idea  of  the  existence  of  a  Being  su- 
?rior  to  themselves,  whose  fiivour  they  wish  to 
propitiate  to  ensure  success  in  tho'  chase,  or  other 
expeditions.  This  is  represented  by  a  small  ivory 
'fetisli,  with  the  figure  of  some  animal  rudely  carved 
on  it,  which  they  sedulously  carry  about  their  person, 
but  will  part  witli  for  a  suitable  price. 

In  the  Esquimaux,  westward  of  the  Mackenzie 
River,  we  observed  tlie  lower  lip  perforated  in 
tho  males,  for  the  admission  of  labrets  or  lip  orna- 
ments, which  detracts  much  &om  the  general  expres* 
sion ;  and  when  removed,  the  holes  beneath  either 
angle  of  tho  mouth,  each  about  lialf  an  inch  in 
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diameter,  iD)i>flrtd  an  exccecdingly  disgusting  appear- 
anoe  to  the  face.  These  labreta  aregencrally  formed  from 
didcront  kinds  of  stone  or  ivory,  such  as  granite,  gneiss, 
green-stone,  lignite,  &c.,  and  are,  in  length,  about  threo- 
fourtlis  of  on  inch,  with  fiat  or  oval  crowns  at  either 
end,  connected  by  a  stock,  and  fashioned  after  the 
manner  of  a  dumb  l>eli.  They  appear  to  be  entirely 
vom  for  the  sake  of  ornament ;  but  I  did  not  observe 
them  in  the  women,  or  in  those  tribes  eastward  of  the 
Alackcnzic.  Tho  Up  is  perforatud  for  the  hibrct  as 
Uie  boy  approaches  naanhood,  and  is  considered  an 
ijiiportant  era  in  his  life.  The  septum  of  the  nose 
was  perforated,  in  many  met  with  along  the  entire 
ooeat,  by  a  small  piece  of  ivory  about  tliree  inches 
long,  tipped  at  either  extremity  with  a  bead.  They 
do  not  appear  to  attach  importance  to  any  of  tlic-se 
ormuncnts,  as  tlicy  will  readily  barter  them,  or  any 
other  urticlu  of  clothing  or  equipment,  for  what  desire 
may  pmiiipt  them  to  possess. 

Their  clothing  is  almost  universally  composed  of 
deer*sktn,  the  fur  inwards.  The  lower  garments  are 
sometimes  continuous  over  the  feet  and  legs ;  but 
more  gcncr&Uy,  the  boots  are  separate,  with  a  coat  or 
jerkin  covering  the  body,  ending  behind  in  a  peak. 
A  hood  is  attached  to  the  coat,  which  is  the  only  head- 
covering  they  use.  The  dress  of  the  women  is  mn<Ie 
sufficiently  capacious  to  allow  of  their  cnrrjing  thcii 
young  children  (for  whom  tlicy  appear  to  entertain 
much  affection)  either  in  tho  hood,  or  in  contact  with 
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their  skia.  and  they  rnonage  to  do  it  veiy  ndroilly — 
many  auiusinj;  instances  of  which  we  wt-re  witnesses  of. 
Polygamy  exists  among  them,  when  the  women  ore 
sufficiently  Dumcroiis ;  the  number  of  llic  wives  de- 
pending  on  the  wcultli  of  the  husband,  and  his  ability 
to  mainttiiD  them.  They  appcur  to  be  bound  by 
stronger  bonds  of  affection  than  is  usually  ob8cr\'ed 
amongst  savage  nations  ;  but  their  standard  of 
morality  is  cndently  low  j  and  a  husband  will 
readily  Iraflic  with  the  virt:Ue  of  n  wife  for  purjjoscs 
of  gain.  Repeated  instances  of  this  were  cvineed 
in  our  intercourse ;  and  no  feeling  of  jealousy 
appears  to  exist  amongst  theiii.  Tlie  women  are,  to 
all  intents  and  purjxjses,  the  shives  of  the  men,  and  do 
the  grciitcr  purt  of  (he  out-door  work,  except  hunting 
and  fishing;  they,  however,  enjoy  a  higher  position, 
and  more  consideration  than  is  usual  amongst  savages. 
The  women  manifest  aflcction  for  their  children ;  but 
the  father  appeiint  to  be  stoicidly  indlflbrcnt.  They 
arc  not  a  iirolitie  race  from  all  1  could  learn  ;  and 
male  children  are  ever  wore  welcome  than  females. 
Both  sexes  are  tatooed,  chieily  on  the  chin,  angles  of 
the  mouth,  and  across  the  face  over  the  cheek  bones. 
The  operation  is  had  recourse  to  as  they  approach  the 
period  of  puberty :  and  successive  lines  arc  subse- 
quently added  in  the  male,  according  to  his  prowess, 
or  success  in  war  or  the  chase.  TLey  have  no  idea  of 
numbers,  more  than  wliat  is  represented  by  the  fingers ; 
nor  can  they  express  their  ideas  of  time  in  any  other 
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way  than  by  tlio  iinlicntions  afforded  by  moon  and 
sun,  which  nrc  vague  and  uiisiitisfactory. 

They  arc  keen  and  expert  hunters,  and  afTord 
ample  evidence  in  tlieir  appearance,  look  and  movc- 
nicnts,  of  being  possessed  of  all  the  essentials  to 
ensure  success  in  llie  cliase ;  and  when  so  much 
depends  on  the  result  of  their  exertions — nothing 
short  of  their  existence  as  a  race  amid  the  dreary 
wilds  of  their  abode — it  may  readily  be  imagined  how 
keenly  the  perceptive  faculties  are  exercised,  when 
such  powerful  incentives  ore  ever  present  to  prompt 
them  to  exertion.  In  regions  where  nature  is  so 
sparing  of  her  gifts,  with  the  exception  of  the  animals 
which  frequent  it,  !  need  not  spejik  of  the  enduring 
patience,  hardships  and  privations,  which  this  cnter- 
prieing  hardy  race  are  compelled  to  undergo,  along 
the  inliospitable,  snow-clnd  coast,  of  the  Polar  Sea. 

They  are  as  far  as  wc  could  judge,  courageous  and 
active— Sir  J.  Richardson  says,  "more  so  than  any 
known  tribes  of  Indians  with  which  he  is  acquainted"" 
— in<iuRtriou8  and  provident,  sly  and  cunning,  and 
much  given  to  pilfering  and  cheating,  when  engaged 
in  barter.  Numerous  instances  of  their  being  possessed 
of  Iwth  propensities  oocurrcd  on  board,  where  tlieir 
cupi<lity  became  much  excited  by  what  thcj'  saw.  and 
where  there  existed  no  moral,  controlling  power  to 
restrain  them.  They  are  much  addicted  to  falsehood. 


•  *'  Boat  Voyage  ilirough  Rupert'i  Lniul* 
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fld  seldom  tell  truth,  if  there  be  anything  to  gain  by 
dcpiiiliiig  from  it ;  imiced,  amoi)f;jit  some  tribes  lying  is 
said  to  constitute  a  virtue.  Almost,  cverj'thiiig  they 
saw,  they  wade  an  attcQipt  to  steal — chiefly  articles 
of  iron  from  the  ship — and  twhcn  detected,  they  mani- 
fested 110  sign  of  shnme  or  remorse.  I  was  unable  to 
asccrtiiin  with  any  dcf^-c  of  accuracy,  what  were  the 
prevailing  diseases  among  tliom ;  cutaneous  diseases 
and  chest  afTeetioEis  appear  the  priucipul,  as  may 
he  inferred  from  their  filthy  habits,  and  rigorous 
chmate.  1  saw  several  old  [icople  aillicted  with 
chronic  bronchilis,  and  asthma,  and  one  or  t%vo 
had  wens  on  the  head  and  neck.  Scurfy  occurs 
with  more  or  less  severity,  I  believe,  every  spring ; 
and  as  un  antiscorbutic  thi-y  cat  the  soitcI,  grasses 
and  mosses ;  and  the  contents  of  the  stomach  of  the 
reindeer  is  considered  by  them  a  highly  eflieacious 
agent.  They  nil  appear  to  suH'er  more  or  less 
from  optlialmia — in  the  old  i>eop1e  it  is  very 
common,  with  eversion  of  the  eyelids.  Several  appear 
to  have  lost  their  vision  from  opacity  of  comca, 
the  result  of  frequent  attacks,  produced  by  the 
combined  influence  of  snow  and  fiunshinc.  I  saw 
none  labouring  under  any  form  of  congenital  disease 
or  deformity,  and  from  what  we  could  learn,  there  is 
seldom  any  mortality  except  amongst  the  old  people 
and  veiy  young  children ;  resulting  in  tlic  latter,  I 
should  say,  fruni  the  cH'txla  of  exposure.  When  faiiiiiiu 
exists  or  accidents   occur,  of   course  the    case    is 
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different.  Their  ingenuity  in  constructing  implements 
of  war  and  tlic  cliast;,  In  preparing  skins,  so  as  to 
render  tbcm  wnterproof,  in  the  building  of  huts, 
and  that  triuiupb  of  architectural  skill  the  snow 
bouse  J  the  perseverance  and  tenacity  no  less  than  the 
saccess  with  which  they  follow  the  cUaso ;  their 
powers  of  patience,  and  endurance  of  cold  and  hinigpr, 
arc  luicqujdlcd  by  any  other  race  on  the  face  of  the 
globe.* 

I  tnist  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  light  of 
civilization  will  dawn  on  this  poor,  benighted,  hut 
intelligent  race  of  btnngs;  for  it  is  deplorable  to 
think  that  there  exists  in  the  Qneen'a  dominions 
people  so  utterly  neirleetcd  as  they  have  been,  with- 
out an  efibrt  having  ever  been  made  by  the  rulers  of 
their  land  (Hudson's  Bay  Company)  to  auiilioratu 
their  condition,  or  remove  them  from  a  state  of 
heathen  darkness.  Rut  where  monopoly  exists,  pro- 
gress ia  arrested  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  wisdom 
of  onr  legislature  will,  ere  long,  destroy  tlie  one  and 
promote  the  other,  and  thus  dcvelopc  the  resources 
of  ihc'ir  country  lo  the  permanent  advancement  and 
happiness  of  its  inhiibilants.  The  laudable  example 
shown  by  the  Aloruvian  brethren  oji  the  dreary 
coest  of  Labrador,  and  the  good  results  which  have 


*  For  Ml  mm)  interestinff  ileliulii  conceraing  these  «xtr»- 
onliiiarr  ]ieople,  I  beg  to  n-'ft-r  the  reader  to  the  aJmirnblo  ntid 
intcrnliii;;  n»rriui«e  of  Sir  Jobii  R'u-IiardMii,  in  bU  "  Buitt 
Vo]-«gc  Ihrougb  Kupprt'a  Laiiil." 
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attended  their  meritorious  Inbours  in  the  work  of 
civilizatiou,  is  worthy  of  our  imitatiou,  and  wll,  I 
trust,  be  followod. 

The  facility  altcnding  the  opening  of  steam  com- 
munication, by  means  of  vessels  of  light  draught  of 
water,  along  the  coast  of  America  during  the  summer 
months,  has  been  fully  established  by  the  results  of 
our  voya^ ;  presenting  a  fail'  field  for  the  eommercial 
spirit  and  enterprize  of  our  comitry,  and  eveiy  pros- 
pect of  remunerative  advantage.* 

*  Since  the  aborc  remarkl  vere  wnt  to  press,  1  run  liappy  to 
mr,  that  this  subjet't  htia  l>ern  bro\iglit  niidcr  the  notkii  nf  t)io 
Hoaw  of  Commoua  by  the  SeGrct4ry  of  SIaIc  Tor  thv  Colduies 
(Right  tloii.  11.  Lftbfluchcrc),  uid  ■  «-lcct  connnittcc  bare  Ixrcu 
■p[)oiiiteJ  to  iiit|iiirc  into  the  Bnaic,  u  wcU  u  into  the  uipe- 
dicncy  of  rracwmg  tbe  Cb&rler  to  the  Iludsoa's  Day  Cain[»iu)y  ; 
Ha  validily  tinviiig  licvn  ({QCBtiancil  from  the  iioti-riiIlilm«nl  o^' 
tlie  coucUtions  on  whicb  it  wua  origiualty  granted. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


Dfpftrture  from  Cope  Bathuist — Aurora  Borculio — T« — CanvnW 
— Frenklin  Bay — Rain^RiTcr  Uorton— Aspect  of  l^ml — A 
Bear — RerrMtion — Strftng«  Apiii'nraDctA  on  Sbore — Report 
of  the  Ira  Mate— The  Ice— A  Boat  deepalched  to  llic  BUore 
.— WbUw  »ti<i  SmIs  —  Cnnae  of  stmngc  Appearance*  — 
Volcanic  Moumls  —  Weather  —  Diftitultwa  —  Ch»r»ctcr  of 
Coast — Incident  nn  Boaid — Tlie  Ercning  —  Ship  Beeet  — 
r«|ie  I'arry  —  Lniid  diBCorered  to  the  N.E.  —  Opiiiiona  — 
Pofiition  at  E*cnii»g  —  SiuiEct  —  Aspect  at  Morning  — 
PoBBCSBion  of  Land— Nwnc  Iwrtcmcd' — Its  Cliftrarter  and 
Incidents  —  Appennmce  of  Hi-aillanil  nnd  Cnut — Dirila  eceo 
— Progrew — lodilents  —  Shape  a  Course  to  N«rUi-l-*»t  — 
Weather — Difficdtie»  —  Sight  of  Land  —  Hopes  anil  Coo- 
jcetnrcfl — Ciirrrnts — Temp  era  (tire,  &c. —  DiaraTcry  of  Prince 
Albert's  Lan J  —  DiacoTOty  of  Islaoda  —  Appearance  of  Sea 
—  Position  ~  Weather  —  Ship  B«et  —  Gloomy  ETcning  — 
Occupation  —  Change  of  Prospects  —  Attempt  to  force  a 
Pftsnage  and  Failure  —  Position  —  Aniutenients  —  Altend 
Aspect  of  let — Secure  to  Ground  Ice — Sudden  Departure 
—Difficulties— Birda. 

Wis  stootl  off  the  Iniid  until  the  impenetrable  pack 
was  again  encounteretl,  and  aa  there  wns  no  witter 
to  be  Been  to  the  north,  we  kept  along  its  eilge 
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to  llic  E.S.E.,  tlirough  heavy  loose  ice.  Wc-  bad 
loDg  ho]>ed  our  efforts  from  this  prominent  point  of 
coast  would  be  successful,  only  to  be  agaiii  dis- 
appointed by  the  same  obstacles ;  but  as  wc  were 
approaching  that  meridian  m  which  land  hud  been 
wen  thirty  years  before,  some  three  hundruil  mih-a 
to  the  nortliward,  we  never  relinquished  the  idea 
that  a  bclttr  fortune  was  in  store  for  us. 

The  Aurora  Bort^alis  was  fuintly  seen  for  the  first 
time  on  the  night  of  the  Ist  September,  but  wrs 
much  obscured  by  the  dense  hnac  whicli  prevailed — 
it  .extended  from  N.E.  to  S.W.  The  force  of  i\ 
cuireiit  setting  N.  14'' AV.  from  20  to  26  miles  ii 
daj,  nearly  antngonizc<l  the  power  of  the  wind, 
and  it  wus  not  until  the  3rd,  that  we  got  to  the 
3astwnrd  cf  Cape  Bathurst,  and  entered  Franklin 
Bay,  having  been  off  the  foriiicr  for  the  previous 
throe  d»y8.  On  the  2nd,  we  saw  two  White  Whales, 
(Beiuga Borcalis)  and  a  Narwhal  (MonoJon  Monocrrox) 
going  to  the  westward.  The  trending  of  the  pack 
ed^e  brought  us  into  a  fine  capacious  bay,  tlic  limits 
of  which  we  could  not  discern,  bearing  the  honoured 
name  of  Franklin.  Large  floes  which  had  drifted 
ofT  from  tlic  land  were  met  with  at  tie  entmaoc ; 
they  assumed  n  much  bolder  and  more  elevated 
character;  and  the  water  had  become  much  dccpiT, 
the  soundings  varying  from  63  to  L15  fathoms. 
Heavy  rain  fell  on  the  night  of  the  3rd  and  morning 
of  the  4th,  which  was  followed  by  a  rise  of  Icm- 
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pcraturo  from  32*  to  45°,  ami  tlic  wcatlier  became 
much  more  agrcciiblc  tliau  it  had  lately  been,  tlio 
wind  at  the  same  time  graduidly  veered  round  to 
Hie  west.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  4tb,  we  were 
oft'  llie  eiilrancc  of  the  river  Hortoii,  where  the  wnter 
as  usual  become  more  discoloured  and  lower  in  density. 
As  we  approached  it.  several  shoals  were  passed  over 
in  ten  and  thirteen  fathoms  of  water— doubtless  caused 
by  the  accumulation  of  alluvial  deposit.  The  land 
on  cither  side  of  this  river,  gnuloally  rises  to  an 
elevation  of  nearly  200  feet,  with  numerous  suiiitl 
mounds  and  ridges  Bcattered  on  its  surface,  which 
on  casual  observation  much  rescinblcd  huts.  Smoko 
was  observed  some  distance  along  the  coast  to  the 
southward,  which  was  anxiously  watched,  for  any 
sign  that  could  indicate  the  presence  of  human 
beings,  apparently  it  proceeded  from  an  ordinary  fire. 
As  evening  closed  in,  wc  hud  not  reached  suflicieutly 
near  to  satisfy  our  curiosity  on  this  point. 

A  lai^c  M'hite  Bear  was  discovered  swimming 
towards  a  piece  of  ice,  but  too  distant  for  ])iu^uit ; 
several  Whales  and  Seals  were  also  seen,  and  numerous 
Hooks  of  Ducks  in  the  course  of  the  day — the  hitter 
going  southward.  The  refractive  powers  of  the 
atmosphere  appearTxl  to  wonderful  advuntage  at 
various  periods  of  the  day ;  the  loose  floating  jce, 
prciicuting  a  bcauUftd  columnar  structure,  which 
l>ecame  so  closely  identified  with  the  land,  that  an 
unpractised  eye  would  fail  to  discover  the  latter ;  the 
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glflssy  smoothness  of  the  wnter.  and  the  larger  musses 
of  ice  interposoii  over  its  siiri'acy,  contributed  mueb 
to  tlie  beautiful  effect  produced. 

Kain  fell  bca\'ily  on  the  moroing  of  the  6th, 
but  ton'nrds  noon  the  weather  became  calm  and  clear. 
Smoke  was  agaiu  obstr^cd  rising  vertically  against 
the  dark  back  ground  of  the  land,  wliich  ap[)cared 
about  25U  feet  high.  Its  contiuunuce  had  much 
increased  the  interest  we  had  felt  on  first  observing  it, 
as  it  was  not  uiireusoiiable  to  suppose,  a  fire  might 
have  been  kindlett  by  [jeoplc  who  possessed  no  oiber 
means  of  attracting  observation.  We  considered  it 
very  iniprobiible  lltat  the  Esquimaux  would  have 
kept  up  a  tire  for  so  long  a  pcrioJ,  and  as  they 
are  never  without  boats,  that  they  would  have 
attempted  to  coninmnicnte  before  this.  We  could 
only  arrive  at  one  of  two  couclusiona— either  that  it 
was  a  fire  kindled  by  strangers,  or  that  it  proceeded 
from  some  igncoos  agency  in  the  soil;  the  former 
opinion  however  prevailed,  as  the  ice  master  reported 
from  the  luasUhcnd  that  he  saw  the  Bame  of  the  fire, 
huts  on  the  shore,  and  people  moving  about  in  Hgljt 
coloured  clothes. 

Lieutenant  Cresswell  and  myself  were  despatched 
in  the  second  whaleboat  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
this  report.  The  spot  being  distant  about  ten  miles 
from  the  ship,  wc  had  a  long  piUl,  in  the  course  of 
which  we  met  with  n  great  number  of  Whales — at 
one  period  wc  counted  no  less  than  fifteen  above  water. 
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several  of  which  came  quite  close  to  us,  and  might 
with  facility  have  beeu  harpoonwi.  Sejils  were  (Jso 
numeroua  ;  they  were  moving  about  quite  sluggishly, 
apparently  free  from  core  or  strife,  ami  equally  Iguoraut 
of  the  haqxwii  of  the  Esquimiiux.  Wlicii  we  ap- 
proached the  shore,  there  reinaintid  no  doubt  as  to  the 
entire  absence  of  a  fin;,  and  the  other  ciealioiis  of  the 
ice-niastcr's  iuiaginalion  ;  the  smoke  buing  entiruly  tho 
result  of  chemical  action  in  the  soil — slender  columuB 
of  it  emanating  from  small  mounds,  were  bunie  nloug 
the  precipitous  coast  by  a  light  westerly  breeze.  The 
boat  grounded  some  distance  from  the  b«acli ;  and,  aii| 
sti^pping  onf.  I  sunk  dcc^ply  into  soft  clay.  I  found 
that  n  hnid-slip  had  ovidently  taken  place.  The  soil  was 
of  bituminous  shale;  clay  and  lo:im,  of  a  red,  black, 
and  yellow  colour  were  singularly  blended  together. 
Di-nse  columns  of  smoke  issued  from  miniature 
volcanic  motnids ;  not  from  any  wt-ll>dc(inod  crater,  but 
from  their  top,  into  which  a  pole  could  be  thrust,  as  if 
into  a  cavity — so  little  adlicrent  were  its  particles — 
and  ki^e  masses  of  lime  and  sulphur,  variously  com* 
bined  with  other  elements  of  the  sdl,  including  alum 
and  silenite,  were  then  dug  out  tu  a  biiniing  state. 
Their  surface  appearetl  as  if  in  a  stiite  of  fermentation, 
from  the  light  spongy  nature  of  the  soil,  and  so  hot 
that  wc  could  not  stand  on  it  manv  minutes.  These 
mounds  formed  quite  a  little  amphitheatre,  inclining 
from  the  sea  nt  nn  angle  of  46^  and  elevated  in  height 
from  ten  to  thirty  feet.     Several  of  them  were  stm- 
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tificd  witli  bliick  and  yellow  alternately — clay  and 
sulpliur ;  and  others  hod  quite  a  Inminatcd  appearance, 
stood  yntiR^ly  detached,  and  were  chiefly  composed 
of  dark,  rich  loam.  In  the  intervening  space  be- 
tween tbeiu,  I  observed  numerous  bright  yellow- 
lines,  formed  on  the  black  surface,  not  more  than 
half  an  inch  deep ;  being  sulphur  deposited  irom 
the  line  of  smoke,  strongly  impregnated  the  atmo- 
sphere. There  were  several  small  rills  of  nmiiing 
water,  elevated  in  temperature,  in  various  states 
of  combination,  with  the  substances  ntcntioncd, 
into  wlkich  sulphiiric  acid  entered  largely,  from  its 
taste  and  action  on  cloth,  and  other  substancea 
with  which  it  came  in  contact.  The  general  rip- 
penrance  of  this  part  of  the  coast  conveyed  to  my 
mind  an  idea  of  similar  chemic^  agency  having 
prcvimisly  cx.isted  on  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  prior 
to  which,  the  sedimentary  deposit  from  the  siip«r- 
incumbent  water  may  have  filled  up  tlie  interstices 
of  the  cones,  so  as  to  impart  that  line  of  evenness 
and  uniformity  it  now  prt^sciits.  A  distinct  lino 
of  demarcation  ran  horizontally  oloug  the  const,  ea 
far  as  wc  could  observe,  divitbng  it  into  two  ecjual 
portions;  the  lower  half  pn-scnfing  a  vertical  surface 
1o  the  sea,  as  if  a  section  had  abruptly  fallen  off 
from  want  of  suflicient  cohesion  to  maintain  its 
primitive  form ;  and  displaying  to  the  eye  the  same 
variegated  and  stratified  appearance  of  black,  red, 
and  yellow,  I   hod    obsened  existing  ui  the  small 
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monnda  from  recent  action.  The  upper  half  partook 
more  or  less  irregularly  of  what  tbc  upper  half  of 
a  cone  might  be  supposed  to  represent;  receding 
from  the  lower  at  on  angle  about  20*^,  witb  tlie  beds 
of  water-course,  or  nitber  small  cascadcR  iiiterveuiug ; 
and  altering  in  some  places  its  conical  chanict«r,  which, 
during  the  season  of  thnw  would  doubtless  present  a 
verj'  picturesque  appearance.  This  was  the  most 
eastern  and  Inst  point  of  the  continent  of  America 
wc  bad  an  opportunity  of  visiting.  After  nearly  aa 
hour's  examination  of  the  locahty,  we  took  our  tlo- 
porturc  for  the  ship — that  had  stood  in  towards  the 
shore  to  meet  us — which  we  reuched,  escorted,  art 
before,  by  numerous  \\' hales  and  Seals,  wliose  gaml)ola 
in  the  water  much  enUvened  our  cruise. 

During  our  absence,  a  volcano  of  some  activity  had 
been  discovered  in  the  main  bold,  caused  by  an 
accident  in  the  apparatus  connected  with  Sylvester's 
sto%'e ;  but  it  waii  extinguished  without  much  damage 
or  destruction  of  stores.  As  evening  closed  in,  the  wind 
freshened  considerably  from  the  wtst,  and  subsequently 
south-west  Tbo  uigbt  was  dark  and  drenty,  and 
sailing  through  loose  ice,  we  came  into  heavy  collision 
witb  it  frequently.  There  was  every  evidence,  from 
the  heaving  of  tbc  ship,  of  there  being  a  good  cx> 
pause  of  open  water  to  the  northward,  and  the  wind 
being  ofi'  shore,  we  expected  to  sec  the  ioc  driven 
well  off  on  clearing  the  bay  the  foUowing  moming. 

Having  made  good  progress  dming  the  uigbt,  at 
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4  A.M.  on  the  morning  of  tlie  0th,  Cape  Parry  wns 
observed;  and  as  no  impediment  lay  in  our  coui-&e, 
N.  55'  E.,  it  was  sooa  rounded — having  piisscd  n 
smihU  island  off  it  iu  twenty-two  fathoms  water.  The 
Cape,  viewed  at  a  distiincc,  appeared  bold  aiid  lofty, 
between  four  and  five  hundred  feet  high,  and  gra- 
dually identifying  itwlf  witli  tbc  lower  land  stretcliing 
owny  to  the  south-cast.  The  strong  south-westerly 
wind,  as  we  predicted,  had  set  the  ice  off  the  coast, 
ond  although  still  in  an  ice-cucunibered  aca,  there 
ms  a  large  expanse  of  intervening  water  which 
enabled  us  steadily  to  continue  our  adviuioe,  as  all 
eyes  were  an\iou9ly  turned  to  the  north. 

At  11 '30  A.M.,  the  joyful  re|K)rt  of  "land  on  the 
port  bow  "  wns  proclaimed  from  the  mast-head  ;  and 
as  noon  dispelled  the  haze  which  hung  around  its  lofty 
outline,  and  revealed  it  to  our  delighted  eyes,  it  Iwre 
from  N.E.  to  E.N.B.  distant  about  thirty  miles.  I 
need  not  ntlcrapt  to  describe  the  feeling  of  joy  which 
this  pleasing  intelligence  diffustxl  unioagst  us  ;  of 
the  hopes  indulged  in,  or  the  variety  of  opinions 
entertained  and  freely  expressed.  All  eyes  were 
directed  towiu^ls  it  for  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
anxiously  looking  fonvord  to  our  soon  reaching  this 
newly  discovered  territory-  Some  thought  it  would 
prove  to  be  a  contio\mtion  of  ^Volluston  Land,  others 
tluit  of  Hiuiks'  Land  as  we  had  theu  iiejirly  reachud  its 
meridian ;  but  whichever  it  might  prove  to  be,  the 
interest  was  absorbed  by  the  feeling  of  confidence 
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nuiversally  entertained  that  the  land  before  us  wo\Ud 
prove  ft  certain  guide  to  lend  us  to  the  northward — 
[lerlmps  to  Melville  Isluud. 

Tlie  wind  grad«iil!y  fell  light  towards  evening,  and 
we  continued  working  through  loose  ice  until  we  bad 
reachc<i  within  ten  miles  of  our  discoveiy;  which 
appeared  still  bolder  mul  more  imposing  in  its  outline. 
As  If  to  ndd  to  the  cheerful  feeling  wc  experienced, 
the  sunset  wus  peculiarly  beiintiful,  tinting  the 
western  horizon  with  colours  no  effort  of  art  could 
pourtray — the  most  brilliant  scarlet  and  crinisoii, 
stratiticd  on  a  rich  neutml  ground,  formed  by  a 
hnritionious  blending  of  alt  the  elementary  colours  of 
the  rainlww,  a  picture  of  pure  Arctic  scenery,  still- 
ne^  and  In^auty,  which  cost  an  auspicious  halo  around 
this  new  land. 

ilaving  advanced  slowly  during  the  night,  at 
8  A.M.  wc  had  reached  within  two  miles  of  the 
magnificent  headland  we  had  just  seen,  and  could 
obtain  no  soundings  at  1 20  fatlionis.  Prepamtioua 
were  at  once  nmde  for  landing,  nnd  taking  formal 
possession  of  it  in  Her  Majesty's  name.  Accordingly 
at  9.40,  Captain  !^i'Cluro  and  myself  left  the  ship  in 
the  third  whale  boat,  followed  by  Lieutenant  Creaswcll, 
and  as  nmny  of  the  officers  us  could  bo  spared,  in  the 
first  cutter.  The  morning  was  cold,  hut  with  a  fine 
clenr  atuiospherc,  and  a  fresh  brecxe  from  the  north* 
east,  with  joyful  hearts  we  pulled  towards  the  shon. 
As  we  approached,  we  found  tbe  ice  still  packed  on 
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the  shore,  that  obliged  us  to  get  out  and  HauI  the 
boat  over  the  floos  into  clear  water,  wbich  led  us  ou 
to  a  6ne  pebbly  beach,  eastward  of  the  Cape, 
extending  out  for  some  distance,  and  H  could  he- 
distinctly  seen  to  be  of  great  depth  from  its  perfect 
transparency. 

On  bndiiif;  we  unfurled  a  red  ensign,  and  planting 
the  tlagstaff  in  the  soil,  took  fominl  possesion  in  the 
name  of  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign,  with  three 
hearty  cheere,  and  one  cheer  more ;  bestowing  on  our 
discovery  the  nnmc  of  "  Baring,"  after  the  First  L#ord 
of  tbe  Admiralty,  under  whose  auspices  tlie  ex|jeili- 
tion  had  boon  fittcil  out.  A  scroll,  containing  the 
ship's  name,  and  tl)u»e  uf  the  ofliccrs,  &c.,  was  placed 
in  a  bottle,  and  carcfnlly  secured  in  a  cask  fixed  in 
the  soil,  with  A  pole  about  fifteen  feet  high  attached, 
to  nttmct  the  attention  of  any  subsequent  visitors  to 
Baring  Land. 

Although  it  subsequently  proved  to  be  continuous 
with  Banks'  Land,  a  portion  of  whose  nortliem  out* 
line  was  seen  by  the  late  Sir  Edward  Parry  (that 
distinguished  pioneer  of  ArcUc  discoveiy)  from  Mel- 
ville island,  thirty  years  previous,  he  had  never 
landed,  on  it,  and  as  we  were  entirely  ignorant  of  its 
continuity  at  the  time,  there  could  exist  nu  possibility 
of  a  doubt,  of  our  right  to  take  possession  of,  and 
name  it,  as  we  did. 

Wo  at  once  proceeded  to  make  a  hasty  cx|)loration 
of  the  land,  And  meeting  with  a  rivulet  on  our  way, 
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paused  to  drink  the  Queen's  health,  with  a  blessing, 
in  something  strougor  thtin  the  Uiiipid  cicuicnt,  that 
formed  u  part  of  the  beverage.  I  detached  myself, 
•  with  an  attendant,  to  procure  whatever  specimens  of 
Natural  History  the  land  ofForded ;  ita  surfece  pre- 
senting quite  a  different  plmracter  to  that  we  hail 
liituly  visited  on  the  main.  Instead  of  u  rich, 
luxuriant  peat  soil,  sterility  and  barrenness  niet 
the  view;  sand,  shingle,  and  broken  stones,  witli 
patches  of  verdure  interspersed  here  and  there,  omn^ 
niented  with  a  few  pretty  little  saxfi^iginous  and 
other  plants,  formed  the  ooses-  of  a  scene,  tliey 
pleasingly  relieved  and  enlivened.  As  we  bad  landed 
on  the  broken  land  eastward  of  the  Gape,  the 
ascent  was  rendered  extremely  difficult  from  tho  mass 
of  debris  and  large  rugged  stones  strewn  over  its 
aaifacc.  1  had,  however,  nairly  attained  its  summit, 
when  I  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  forego  any  further 
ascent,  it  having  been  determined  to  return  to  the 
ship,  thou  working  along  the  sborc ;  and  as  we  knew 
not  how  aoon  we  might  be  compelled  to  8«jk  refuge 
here.  It  was  ever  an  object  of  solicitude  to  seek 
for  traces  of  animal  life,  of  which  in  this  short 
excursion  we  found  abundant  evidence.  Tracks 
of  Musk-Oxcn,  Reindeer,  Bears,  and  Foxoj  were  ob- 
served, witb  ]mrtions  of  the  homs  and  ontlcrs  of  the 
two^mer,  faraud  the  skull  of  a  Bear ;  u  few  liaics 
were  the  only  Uving  animals  seen.  Stones  and 
pebhlei  of  every  variety  of  granite,  onrrother  volcanic 
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and  aqueous  products,  were  strewn  nlong  the  beach ; 
but  tUe  geological  character  of  Uie  land  was  of  lime- 
stone formation,  evident  from  the  differeat  spevitueiis 
I  procured. 

The  men  wen  equally  busy  in  their  explorations, 
and  were  duhghteil  with  the  short  run  they  luid  bad 
01)  land,  which  they  fautiharly  called  their  oum. 

The  aiipcarancc  of  this  coast,  when  viewed  from 
the  sea,  standing  on  a  north-east  course  from  Cape 
FaiTy.  is  bold  and  lofty ;  it  gradually  Mis  away  on 
either  side  irom  its  southern  exti'ctiie,  or  angle,  to 
lat.  71"  6'  N.,  long.  123"  W.,  extends  in  one  direc- 
tion to  the  north-west,  and  in  the  other  to  the  cnst- 
Bouth-oast.  The  headland  itself  we  estimated  at 
b&O  leet  in  height,  but  the  summit  of  higher  land 
could  be«een  in  the  interior,  not  less  that  1000  feet; 
this  presented  a  strikingly  grand  and  imposing  appear- 
ance, and  to  it  the  name  of  "  Nelson  "  was  given,  in 
remembrance  of  a  bom,  not  hitherto  honoured  by 
Arctic  discoverers  in  the  bestowal  of  their  favours. 
Tlie  altitude  gradually  decreased  on  either  side,  until 
it  ended  iu  a  low  beach,  some  eighteen  or  twenty 
miles  to  tha  eastward,  tuid  then  rose  again  iu 
an  undulating  background,  funning  a  continuous 
amphithcutre  of  ill-de6ned  hills,  so  close  to  each 
other  as  to  esiablisb  an  appaient  continuity  of  sur- 
face, but  which  arc  really  separated  by  tortuous  val- 
leys and  ravines.  "  Nelson's  Head,"  therefore,  as  it 
is  called,  preaeuta  a  bold,  precipitous   front,  rising 
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almost  vertically  from  llie  water's  edge.  It  is  of  lime- 
stone formation,  the  lower  third  of  dark  brown  stra- 
tification, above  which  it  assumed  a  lighter  colour 
of  reddish  yellow,  such  as  a  ferraginous  coaling 
might  impart.  This  was  surmounted  by  a  dark  gjt;y 
coIuiDUur  fonnntiou,  much  resembling  irregulurly- 
foniiod  hnsnltic  coltmiiis,  with  joints  or  fissures 
similar  to  what  is  usually  observed  in  that  forma- 
tion ;  the  whole  eapped  by  a  covering  of  soil.  The 
line  of  stratification  ilippcd  about  10°  or  1 5' in  an 
E.S.E.  direction,  and  became  lost  as  the  land  de- 
creased in  elevation.  This  dip  was  reniarkaltic,  nnd 
a  prominent  feature  in  the  formation,  but  was  less 
evidcut  and  more  horizontal  to  the  eiistward,  until 
finnlty  lost  in  the  dune-s  or  low  hills  I  have  mcn- 
tioued,  where  an  abortive  attempt  at  the  same  forma- 
tion could  be  traced  for  some  distance  along  the 
coast.  A  largo  quantity  of  d^bria  had  collected  at  its 
base. 

As  wc  only  landed  on  the  beach,  and  as  time  did 
Dot  pcn'nit  113  to  reach  the  cliffs,  I  am  unobic  to  say 
whether  fo»isds  are  or  are  not  to  be  found  here; 
but,  from  the  analogy  subsequently  afforded  else- 
where'on  the  island,  I  am  inclined  to  speak  in  ihe 
affirnintive.  On  the  bearh.  granitic,  quartzose,  mica- 
c<'!0U9,  clay-slate,  and  other  varieties  of  water  worn 
pebbles  were  in  abundance. 

The  appearance  this  bold  headUnd  presented  while 
approaching  the  shore  in  the  lioat,  and  when  viewed  in 
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pro61e,  was  exceedingly  finej  in(lc«tl  I  may  state  that 
its  sublimity  and  grandeur,  whs  only  equalled  by 
its  picturesque  beauty — producing  an  eiFect,  1  have 
seldom  seen  suqinsscd,  and  n-calliug  forcibly  to 
mind,  but  on  a  scale  of  greater  magnitude,  the  finest 
of  our  old  gotliic  structures  lutd  castellated  loansious 
according  as  its  position  varied  with  our  progress ;  but 
viewed  fmio  whatever  point,  it  presented  a  grand  and 
imposing  aspect. 

Having  returucd  to  the  ship,  wc  continued  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day  working  along  the  land,  the 
outline  of  which  bec;inic  more  irregular  as  iUi  do- 
vution  decreased,  forming  shallow  indentations,  or 
bays  of  liimt(;d  extent ;  the  background  rising 
gradually  to  a  height  of  300  or  400  feet.  It  presented 
a  brown,  arid  appearance,  from  tlie  scantiness  of  its 
vegetation,  but  which  I  have  no  doubt  is  sufficiently 
abundant  for  its  herbivorous  inhabitants. 

Wc  saw  scvcnd  flocks  of  Brent  luul  Snow  Geese, 
the  Fulmar  PetK'l,  a  flock  of  Ducks  and  a  few  Snow 
Buntings,  in  the  course  of  the  day ;  but  failed  tt»  procure 
a  sbgle  specimen.  Our  skill  was  evidently  exceeded 
by  our  eagemess.  As  evening  advanced,  our  pros- 
pects assumed  a  still  more  cheering  aspect — a  vast 
expanse  of  water  lay  before  us  to  the  eastward — 
scarcely  a  jMirticlc  of  Ire  wns  anywhere  to  be  seen. 

The  following  morning  {Sunday  8th),  we  still 
advanced,  working  iigaiiist  a  strong  wind  along  our 
newly  discovered  cuaat.     The  usual  Sunday  ruiitini; 
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was  gone  tb-ough  by  mnstcring  at  tlimions,  md 
pcrformiDg  Uivinu  Service;  and  truly  tlmnkful  did 
wc  foci  to  the  Giver  of  all  goo*!  for  the  nbiinilnnce  of 
Hia  niei-cies  in  guiding  ua  thus  far  so  provideotially 
on  our  coarse,  amidst  the  dangers  and  difficulties 
which  had  everywhere  surrounded  us.  Tlic  weather 
continued  clear  and  fine ;  a  flying  mist  occasionally 
present,  did  not  obscure  our  view  of  the  Imid,  close  to 
which,  in  water  varying  from  ten  to  seventy-six 
fathoms,  we  continued  our  advance.  Its  aspect  did 
not  differ  materially  from  what  I  have  before  noticed ; 
merely  preseuting  a  less  elevated  and  more  open 
character,  as  numerous  large  inclined  plains  were 
from  time  to  time  exposed  to  view.  The  soundings 
obtained  were  evidently  identical  with  the  character 
rf  the  Iniid,  which  was  no  doubt,  at  a  remote  period. 
Upheaved  from  tlie  bed  of  the  ocean  from  the  effect 
of  Plutonic  agency. 

We  had  anxiously  watched  the  bending  of  the 
coast  the  entire  day ;  and  as  each  successive  poiat 
was  rounded,  ever  hoped  to  see  it  turning  off  in  a 
northerly  or  nortU-c-aat  direction,  as  we  kept  as  close 
to  the  shore  as  circumstances  would  allow.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  8  p.u.,  as  darkness  was  setting  in, 
that  we  foimd  we  had,  at  length,  rounded  its  eastern 
extreme ;  tlten  following  its  outline,  we  altered  course  to 
north-east,  and  brought  the  laud  on  our  portbow,  which 
convertcfl  the  previous  odvenie  wintL  into  a  fair  one, 
by  keeping  the  ship  away  a  few  points. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  the  weather  underwent 
a  ninrkcd  change.  The  ^rind  ahifted  round  to  the 
south-east ;  it  became  dense  and  foggy,  at  times  ob- 
scuring the  land  firom  our  view,  atong  wLich  we  stiU 
continued  to  run  on  a  north-east  course  with  the  aid 
of  a  light  brecsse.  The  water  was  smooth,  nearly 
free  from  ice — a  few  loose  pieces  only  being 
oceaaionaUy  met  with.  Towards  noon,  the  fog 
having  partially  cleared  awav,  land  was  observed 
b)  the  eastM'srd  on  our  etarboard  beam,  running 
parallel  to  that  along  whicb  we  were  advancing, 
distant  about  eight  or  ten  miles.  It  was  of  the 
same  appearance  and  character,  and,  as  far  ns  we 
were  able  to  see,  was  running  likewise  in  a  north- 
easterly direction.  Unfortunately,  howerer,  the  fog 
soon  again  obscured  it  from  view — the  transient  one 
we  had  obtained  only  added  to  our  previous  anxiety. 
It  appeared  to  have  dispersed  only  to  afford  lis  a 
momentary  glance  nt  this  addition  to  our  territorial 
accessions,  and  discover  another  land  to  vie  with  that 
of  Baring,  on  which  our  eyes  still  fondly  rested.  With 
the  exception  of  an  occasional  faint  glimpse  of  its  out- 
line, it  was  not  seen  for  the  remainder  of  the  day» 
and  the  fog  hung  heavily  over  both  lands ;  still  Wo  con- 
tinned  to  advance  with  all  sail  set,  not  knowing  when 
our  progress  might  be  arrested.  Many  and  various 
were  the  conjectnres  formed,  and  opinions  expressed,  as 
to  what  the  land  would  prove  to  bo,  or  where  the  water 
in  which  we  sailed  would  lead.     Wc  continued  in  a 
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state  of  pwnfiil  douht  and  uncertainty — our  minds 


agitated  by 


feelings   of   hope    and    joy. 


successive 

but  despair  never — as  to  what  a  clear  stute 
of  the  atrnosplicre  might  reveal.  Unfortuuutely, 
our  surprise  was  not  removed  for  the  remaiuder 
of  the  day,  as  the  fog  became  more  dense 
than  before,  and  wo  coutiuued  still  groping  our  way 
through  an  unknown  sea.  A  few  pieces  of  floating 
ice  were  occasi<mally  met  with,  one  of  which,  for  a 
short  time  retarded  our  progress.  The  water  was  deep 
from  35  to  75  fathoms,  and  from  29  to  31'^in  tempe- 
rature, with  a  density  of  1023.  A  current  was  found 
setting  to  the  westward  at  the  rote  of  10  miles  in  24 
hours;  the  temperature  of  air  was  from  33°  to  36**, 
cold  and  raw,  and  the  variation  of  the  compass  was 
found  to  be  96"  easterly.  • 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  lOtli,  the  joyful  intol- 
Ugence  of  land  on  cither  quarter  was  reported  as 
day  advanced,  and  the  fog  cleared  away,  it  could 
be  seen  running  in  a  paraUoi  direction  on  cither  side 
as  for  as  the  eye  could  reach  ;  and  the  hope  so  ardently 
entertained,  that  this  tine  sheet  of  water  might  prove 
a  Strait  was  likely  to  be  realized,  as  we  uniii- 
tcrruptcilly  pursued  our  way  to  the  northward.  Still 
tlic  same  anxious  feelings  ])cr\'adcd  our  minds  -,  and 
one  almost  felt  afraid  to  give  expression  to  cue's 
hopes ;  lest  the  reiwrts  from  the  luast-hcad,  frvrqucntly 
as  they  came,  might  destmy  them. 

At  8  A.M.,  when  running  in  mid-channel,  the  land 
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on  either  side,  distant  some  six  or  seven  miles,  an 
island  was  observed  bearing  N.N.E.,  about  teu  miles 
distant. 

So  smooth  (irul  tranquil  was  the  surface  of  the  watere 
—merely  rippled  by  a  curl  to  iotlicate  the  presence  of 
the  light  breeze  which  bore  us  steadily  onward — that 
vie  were  forcibly  reminded  of  the  lakes  in  some  of  the 
wild  and  picturesque  localities  of  our  native  land ; 
▼aried,  here  however,  by  a  line  of  stupendous  ice, 
stretching  far  away  along  either  shore.  Towards  noon 
vc  were  abreast  of  the  island,  and  instead  of  there 
being  only  one  as  we  first  supposed,  there  were  tivo^ 
t)ic  smaller  and  more  northerly  being  in  the  same  line, 
was  concealed  by  the  larger,  from  which  it  yioB 
distant  about  half  a  mile. 

Wc  had  made  such  wonderfully  good  pn^ess 
(liroughout  the  earlier  part  of  the  day,  that  at  noon 
we  were  only  sixty  miles  distant  from  the  known 
northern  limit  of  Banks'  Land,  to  lead  us  into  Barrow's 
Strait,  and  conscqunitly  to  the  discovery  of  a  Passage. 
Our  hopes  then,  indeed  rau  high;  but  only  soon 
to  ebb,  equally  low.  At  3  p.m.  instead  of  the 
bright  and  cheering  aspect  we  bad  enjoyed  for  some 
days,  the  wind  suddenly  changed  into  the  N.N.E. 
directly  adverse  to  our  further  progress,  and  sot  the 
ice,  not  previously  in  sight,  down  towards  us.  Where 
clear  water  existed  but  a  short  timo  lM>forc,  was  now 
an  icy  eva.  Wc  continued  to  tack  for  the  remaiudur 
of  the  day  as  wns  requisite,  whenever  the  presence  of 
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narrow  lanes  of  water  enabled  us  to  steer  the  sbip ; 
but  were  often  teinporariljr  beset,  as  the  ice  closed 
frora  time  to  time  around  us.  The  change  of  wind 
had  brought  with  it  a  marked  diminution  of  tcm- 
pcrattire,  with  snow  and  fog :  thits  evening  closed 
around  us,  as  wild,  gloomy  and  cheerless  as  it  is 
possible  to  conceive ;  and  in  that  quarter  to  which  onr 
eyes  had  been  so  constantly  directed,  where  jJI  our 
hopes  were  concentrated,  notliing  could  be  discerned 
but  nn  imiienctrable  icy  barrier.  ])ut,  our  hopes 
were  not  destroyed — we  knew  how  n  short  period 
might  alter  even  this  dismal  aspect  of  affairs :  and  our 
position  was,  at  least,  attended  with  one  good  effect — ■ 
it  enabled  na  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  then  more 
probable  than  ever,  that  the  sheet  of  water  in  which 
we  floated  was  a  Strait :  ^m  the  fact  that  the  See 
had  suddenly  come  down  on  us  from  the  north-east, 
the  gradual  divergence  of  the  lands,  then  about 
twelve  miles  distant  from  each  other,  and  the  increase 
in  the  depth  of  woter,  soundings  having  been 
obtained  from  70  to  SO  fathoms,  Under  tbi-se  cir- 
cumstances there  was  great  ground  for  hope,  and 
we  hoped  for  the  best. 

The  ice  which  had  been  setting  down  toward  us 
during  the  night,  had  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th,  seized  us  in  its  grasp,  and  the  ship  became 
beset  By  filling  and  backing  the  sails,  in  a  few 
hours,  we  forced  her  through  the  barrier  into  a  small 
space  of  open  water,  which  enabled  us,  by  taeking, 
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(dmost  incessantly,  to  work  tlirongh  nnrrow  intervening 
channels. 

Tbiis  we  laboured,  emleavoitring,  at  least,  to  main- 
tain our  poeition  until  noon,  wltcn  we  wore  again  Iweot 
about  two  miles  distant  from  the  eflstem  shore 
(Prince  Albert's  Larnl),  on  which  the  loose  ice  wns 
then  being  drifted ;  and  to  obviate  our  being  bonie 
with  it,  the  ship  was  secured  with  ice-anchora  to  the 
nearest  large  piece  of  floo-ioe  in  6fty  fathoms  water. 
The  wind  in  the  morning  had  changed  to  north-west, 
and  towards  evening  became  atill  more  westerly— a 
change  wo  hailed  with  gladness,  in  the  hope  that  the 
ice  might  again  be  drifted  in  the  direction  from 
whence  it  came,  and  that,  if  we  could  not  extricnto 
ourselves,  we  might  be  drifted  with  it,  amid  its  perils 
and  dangers,  to  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Strait 
(if  it  were  one),  into  Barrow  Strait.  As  the  aspect 
of  this  icy  element  is  ever  varying,  fortunately  for  us, 
it  again  opened  out  a  little,  and  an  wc  were  being 
drifted  with  it  on  the  shore,  we  were  enabled  to  cast 
off  from  the  floe,  escape  the  tlircatened  danger,  and 
make  sail  through  narrow  channels  of  water,  en- 
deavoiuing  to  get  to  the  northward ;  but  our  progress 
for  the  renmiiitler  of  the  day  was  inconsidcrabK 
and  night  closed  in  again  intensely  cold,  wild,  and 
dreary— the  wind  freshening,  snow  falling,  and  the 
temperature  of  air  at  2U°.  The  state  of  the  ice 
a-hcad  afforded  anything  but  a  cheering  prospect,  as  we 
knew  not  the  moment  our  [irogrcss  might  be  arrested, 
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and  the  atiip,  perhaps,  iuimoveably  fixed  in  its  grasp 
for  the  winter. 

There  was  but  little  change  in  the  general  gloomy 
aspect  around  us  on,  the  morning  of  the  12tb.  We 
continued  to  take  advantage  of  every  open  space  that 
could  be  reached,  through  tlie  heavy-packed  ic«  tbat 
kept  setting  down  on  us ;  and  nothing  but  ouc 
uniform  frozen  field  could  be  seen  lo  the  northward. 
Towards  noon  wc  found  all  further  efforts  to  advance 
impossible;  and  the  ice  gradually  closing,  we  became 
finuly  beset.  The  ship  was  attached  to  a  floe  of 
great  extent — its  undulating,  hummocky  surface, 
purely  white  from  the  recent  snow,  with  numerous 
frozen  ponds  interspersed  throughout,  presented  a 
striking  feature  in  the  scene. 

The  evening  wore  an  uncommonly  bleak  aspect, 
snow  fell  continuously,  the  sky  was  overcast  and  lower- 
ing, with  frequent  heavy  squalls ;  in  short  all  around 
was  dull,  gloomy,  and  dismal.  We  were  in  high 
spirits,  not  withstanding,  and  nmused  ourselves  in 
sliding  and  skating  on  the  ponds— both  being  a 
novelty  to  many.  Frequent  and  heavy  were  the 
falls,  and  no  less  loud  and  hearty  the  laugh  wKich 
resounded  over  the  dreary  ice  waste,  in  evidence  of 
the  pleasure  we  experienced.  The  rudder  was  un- 
shipped in  the  forenoon — not  that  we  expected  to 
do  without  it,  but  that,  in  the  e\'cnt  of  our  being 
subject  to  heavy  presaurc,  it  might  be  in  a  safe 
position. 
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On  the  I3th,  wc  found  that  we  lia<l  not  hoped 
in  vuin  for  a  change  la  the  aspect  of  afihirs  —transient 
thougit  this  wns,  nnd  slight  in  dt^ree ;  yet,  instead  of 
that  dreary  wihluess  pertaining  to  snow-storms,  we 
ha<I  ft  clear,  diy  atmosphere  with  a  temperature  of 
15".  The  ship  had  drifted  a  little  to  tbc  southward, 
from  our  greater  proximity  to  the  islands;  hut  as  the 
stin  shone  forth  towards  noon,  wc  had  the  extreme 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  ice  gm;lually  relax  its  frigid 
grasp,  and  the  wind  from  the  westward  slowly  driving 
it  towards  the  sbilrc  of  Prince  Albert's  Land,  left 
a  space  of  watfr  of  snfficient  extent  to  warp  her 
towards  tho  centre  of  the  Strait.  All  hands  (officers 
and  men)  then  manned  the  capstan  with  cheerfulness 
and  alacrity — the  hawsers  having  been  previously  laid 
out  with  ice-anchors  by  a  cutter  and  whale  bout  in 
the  large  floe  to  which  we  intended  to  go.  This 
was  reached  in  tlie  course  of  nn  hour,  thereby 
gaining  nearly  300  yards,  and  we  were  only  separated 
from  another  sheet  of  open  water  by  a  narrow  isthmus 
of  ico  about  40  yards  wide,  but  through  which  we 
could  not  possibly  penetrate.  Tlie  ship  was  conse- 
quently made  fast  to  the  fioc,  which  apparently  ex- 
tended uninterniptcdly  to  the  shore,  as  any  further 
cff"orts  to  advance  then  would  have  proved  utterly 
abortive.  The  report  from  the  mast-head  being 
faYnunibie,  as  to  the  existence  of  narrow  channels  of 
water  to  the  northward,  could  wo  only  reach  them, 
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we  hoped  soon  to  take  advantage  of  a  more  favourable 
dispwitioii  of  the  elciiieutB. 

We  amused  ourselves  on  the  tec  us  before.  A 
solitary  flock  of  Ducks  were  seen  w-inding  their  way 
to  the  nortli-west ;  and  several  Gulls  were  hovering 
about,  one  of  which,  the  Glaucous  Gull  [Larut 
GUiucui),  fell  a  victim  to  his  curiuslty,  having  boldly 
approacheit  within  a  few  yards  of  the  ship.  The 
land  on  cither  side  bad  assumed  its  winter  garb, 
but  the  sun  had  still  a  slight  counteracting  influenco 
ns  was  evidenced  by  the  few  tracca  of  its  dark 
brown  surface  that  were  revealed  by  his  presence. 
The  teuiperuture  was  daily  decreasing,  having  fallen 
to  10°;  there  was,  therefore,  every  indication  of  the 
advent  of  winter;  but  we  still  hoped  that  the  outlet 
of  our  new  strait  would  yet  be  reached. 

On  the  morning  of  the  I4th,  the  ice  presented  a 
more  open  appearance  ;  and  to  force  a  passage  through 
the  opposing  barrier  all  our  ene^es  were  called  into 
activity.  Ice  anchora  were  laid  out  on  the  floes  a- 
hcad,  unit  the  capstan  was  again  umnncd  by  all  hands ; 
but  we  advanced  only  by  inches,  now  veering  on  one 
hawser,  then  hauling  on  another  ;  and  ourctTorta,  after 
several  hours  toil,  proved  utterly  futile.  The  saws 
were  hud  ra'ourse  to ;  and,  «rtt'r  working  them 
for  some  time,  wc  again  found  out'  hihour  had  been 
expended  in  vain.  We  then  experienced  how  per- 
plexing was  ice  navigation.  Wlint  a  tax  on  tlic 
resources  and  energies  of  nmu ;  indeed,  what  perse- 
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verance  was  demanded  to  surmount  Uie  obstacles  ever 
to  be  met  with,  those  alone  can  judge  who  have  been 
placed  in  positions  similur  to  what  oura  had  been  for 
the  previous  few  days. 

As  the  wind  from  the  north-west  bod  gradually 
closed  the  few  reniainin|r  small  channels  of  water, 
young  ice  was  nipidly  forming;  and  we  were  again 
closely  bei^et.  The  general  asjx'ct  of  afinirs  was 
then  extremely  unfavonrable,  the  sky  being  cloudy 
and  overcast,  snow  falling,  nith  an  icy  C4>ld  bl»st 
which  froze  its  flakes  together  as  they  fell  on  our 
beards  and  moustache,  nearly  glueing  up  the  niuuth 
and  eyelids.  Tlic  nniuseuicnts  affordvtl  by  sliding 
had  an  admirable  effect  on  the  minds  of  our  crew ; 
antagouixing  as  it  did,  that  depressing  influence 
which  our  postltion  could  not  otherft-ise  fail  to  produce, 
aiid  rendered  them  cheerful  and  active  when  the  time 
for  exertion  came.  Few  could  have  supposed  that 
helpless,  ice-bound  mariners  as  wc  were,  with  our  ship 
in  a  most  critical  position,  we  could  have  experienced 
so  much  enjoyment.  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  the 
wind  had  gradually  veered  into  the  aoutli-weat,  the 
ice  was  observed  to  open  in  various  directions,  and  o 
Unc  of  water  uns  seen  miming  along  the  we»itcni 
slion;.  On  the  lollowiug  morning,  Sunday  the  15th, 
the  westerly  wind  which  had  driven  the  ice  fmni  the 
opjtositc  sliore,  set  it  down  on  that  on  which  wc  were 
beset ;  but  the  lanes  of  water  in  sight  having  become 
more  numerous  and  larger,  another  cflbrt  was  made 
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in  the  middle  watch  to  reach  souic  of  thcni,  iti  the 
hope  that  they  might  lead  us  into  the  wide  expanse  of 
the  »anic  eleiiiiiiit  tlien  furnied  un  the  weatcm  sliorc, 
where,  tlic  duy  before,  there  was  not  a  vestige  to  be  seen. 
All  hands  were  again  called  to  exertion,  but  failed  to 
move  the  ship  more  thaii  a  few  inches  ;  and  we  were 
ultimately  obhgcd  to  foil  back  on  our  original  position, 
awaiting  a  uiore  propitious  state  of  things  with  the 
coining  daylight. 

As  morning  advaiioed.  we  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  tliat  the  wind  was  from  the  south,  with  a  higher 
temperature,  while  wc  were  drifting  northward 
with  the  heavy  ice  in  which  we  were  impacted ;  this 
gradually  relaxing  its  grasp,  at  9  a.m.  wc  found 
ourselves  in  a  snioll  space  of  water,  the  ice  around  us 
disposed  to  break  up,  from  the  appau-aucc  of  fissures 
throughout  the  floes,  and  narrow  lanes  of  water  just 
perceptible.  That  channel  which  it  was  then  our  object 
to  reach,  was  distant  about  200  yards,  and  could  be 
seen  to  communicate  with  the  open  sea  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  By  our  united  efforts,  we  expected  to  force 
the  ship  through  the  intervening  field  of  icc;  but, 
unless  aided  by  the  wind  to  break  up  the  floe,  this 
would  be  imjwssible.  Indeed,  the  work  appeared  to 
be  very  much  hke  an  iuipnurticability. 

loc  anchors  were  tlrstlaid  out,  and  hove  on  from  the 
capstan,  when  wc  moved  a  httlc.  Othcis  wcro  laid 
out  in  different  places,  so  as  to  swing  the  ship  in  that 
direction  where  the  ice  appertred  most  open,     Wc  at 
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IcDgtli  nttnined  n  position  which  ennhled  ws  to  raaku 
sail ;  and  u-e  went  ii-HcikI  a  few  yards,  hut  shortly, 
were  again  bus^  The  ice  auchors  were  once  more 
had  recourse  to— occiisionally  astern  that  we  wight 
letracc  our  st«p3  a  httle,  or  warp  the  ship  where  the 
ire  appeared  weak  or  loose,  or  turn  the  opposing  floes 
out  of  oiir  oourae.  By  these  means,  wo  advanced  in 
a  slow  but  progressive  degree.*  StniggUng  on  fear- 
lessly, we  reached  a  heavy  flot^  picex;,  and,  as  the  ship 
struck,  reiiiained  for  some  time  pressing  against 
it.  Some  men  being  then  sent  on  the  Deighbouring 
floe,  were  about  to  commence  operations  in  another 
direction,  when  most  unexpectedly  this  obstacle  di- 
vided into  numerous  large  fragoicnts;  and,  to  a  few 
minutes,  witli  a  loud,  grating  noise,  the  '  Investigator' 
having  forced  her  way  through,  was  in  clear  water, 
making  all  sail  for  the  western  shore.  Towards  noon, 
wc  hod  got  into  a  tioc  expanse  of  water;  and,  as  we 
steered  along  the  shore  of  Baring  Limd  experienced 
a  regular  swell  of  the  sea — evidencing  open  water 
far  to  (he  soutliwnrd.  As  tlie  ice  would,  duubtless, 
be  drif\ed  still  fiu-ther  to  the  northward,  we  kept  off 
its  edge  about  half  a  mile,  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  any  opening  that  might  present  itself.  We  con- 
tinued, therefore,  tacking  off  and  on  until  evening, 
when,  observing  a  heavy  floe  piece  about  ten  feet  out 
of  water  groiiitdcd  in  live  fiitltouis,  and  about  one 
hundred  yards  from  the  shore,  we  stood  iu  towards  it, 
and  made  fast  fur  tlio  night  ou  its  northern  side.     We 
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could  not  Imt  feu!  satisfied  at  the  position  ox\f 
exertions  had  enabled  'is  to  attain,  as  wc  looked  on 
the  fine  sheet  of  water  that  we  had  been  so  anxious, 
but  a  few  short  hours  before  to  reach,  and  the  distant 
pack  OD  the  opposite  shoK,  from  which  we  hud  no 
happily  escaped.  Our  ship  then  lay  resting  against 
the  fioe,  as  if  wearied  with  the  conflict,  and  shimber- 
inj;  after  the  (lc.i|>erat*:  but  successful  struggle  of  the 
moniiiig,  Oiu-  men,  who  hud  worked  with  the 
utmost  zeal  and  activity  throughout  that  trying  day, 
had  early  retired  to  their  hainmoeks,  with  every  pros- 
pect of  the  southerly  wind  effecting  much  in  our 
favour  during  the  night,  when  about  9  p.m.  the  ice 
was  observed  in  motion,  rapidly  approaching  our 
position  from  the  opposite  shore  ;  and  the  anticipated 
rust  was  suddenly  disturbed  by  the  call  of  duty.  Our 
position  woa,  by  some,  considered  critical,  as  the  iiu- 
raense  body  of  ice  setting  down  on  us  would,  it  was 
supposed,  have  afforded  b\it  smalt  chance  of  escape, 
and,  in  all  probability,  niiglit  have  set  us  on  shore. 

Others  with  the  ice  master,  thought  our  position 
was  rendered  quite  safe,  from  the  protection  afforded 
by  the  floe,  and  advised  our  remaining,  rather  tJinn 
mil  the  lisk  of  being  again  beset — u  view  of  the 
question  in  which  I  entirely  concurred.  It  was, 
however,  decided  otiierwise,  and  orders  were  given  tf> 
cast  off  from  the  fioe  and  make  sail  to  the  southwanl. 
The  ice  was  then  not  more  than  one  hundn-tl  yardu  from 
00,  and  formidable  as  its  grim  outline  appeared  in  the 
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larftnefls,  we  found  as  it  closed  on  us,  it  wns  nothing 
but  fra^ients,  which  could  not  in  any  M;iy  have 
cndangerecJ  our  safety  had  we  remained  where  we 
were.  We  were  thns  again  in  difficulties,  and  literally 
boring  through  loose,  sludgy  ice ;  wjiale  lines  were 
laid  out  for  warping  wherever  they  could  be  mode 
avoilable,  and  all  the  other  usual  means  had  ret-ovrsc 
to;  but  it  was  not  until  midnight,  after  great  Inbour, 
that  we  svicceeded  in  renehuig  the  ojwii  water.  Early, 
however,  on  the  following  inoming  of  the  Ifith,  we 
wcro  again  closely  Iwsot,  but  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours,  were  enabled,  by  a  repetition  of  the  means 
before  mentioned,  to  get  into  clear  water  again — 
warping  and  boring  with  canvas  set,  as  the  cir- 
cumatauces  of  our  position  demanded.  Wc  had,  at 
the  same  lime,  the  mortification  to  witncBs  a  lane 
of  water,  extending  from  the  large  piece  of  ice  we 
had  60  hastily  abandoned  the  ]>reviouB  evening,  tor 
in  a  north-east  direction,  and  apijorently  beyond  the 
termination  uf  the  land  on  the  east^tni  side  of  the 
Strait ;  but  to  reuch  it  then  was  impossible,  as  a  couple 
of  miles  of  ice  intervened.  It  continued  moving 
about  in  a  most  wonderful  manner  for  the  remainder 
of  tlie  day,  io  various  detached  fines  and  masses, 
requiring  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  our  being 
again  beset. 

Althongl:  we  had  for  some  time  before  noon,  been 
^standing  to  the  southward,  and  had  been  beset  and 
rendered  utterly  inactive  so  oflen,  yet  we  had  been 
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for  tJic  most  part  drifting  slowly  to  tlie  northward; 
our  position  at  noon  having  been  found  by  observation 
to  be  in  Ut.  73"  6'  N..  loug.  IHMO'  W.— we  had, 
however,  been  some  miles  further  to  the  north ; 
a  higher  position  than  was  ever  subsequi-iUly 
attained  in  this  Strait.  We  were  thus  only  thirty-five 
miles  distant  from  the  northern  Jimit  of  Banks*  Land, 
and  it  was  tantalizin[»  to  think,  after  a  voyage  of 
eo  many  thousand  miles,  and  having  overcome  »o  many 
of  the  perils  of  ice  navigation,  tliat  this  short  distance 
Goold  not  l>e  accomplbhed.  The  ship  was  hove  to 
for  the  night,  as  it  served  no  good  purpose  to  keep 
under  weigh,  exhausting  the  strength  of  the  men, 
when  tlicTC  was  nothing  tvhatcvcr  to  be  gained  by  it, 
and  darkness  jind  loose  floating  ice,  rendered  th< 
navigation  no  less  difficult  than  dangerous. 

Several  Ducks.  Gtdls  and  Seals  were  observed, 
five  of  the  former  were  shot ;  they  were  ever 
weJcome,  as  they  conveyed  the  pleasing  evidence  that 
winter  had  not  yet  set  in,  although  the  appearance 
of  the  weather,  and  the  steadily  decreasing  tem- 
perature, tndy  told  us  of  its  advent. 
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CHAFrER  IX. 

Toaug  Ice — Its  Formation — Our  Pusitioii— DarroVi  Strait — 
OpimoiiH  mpv^tiDg  ttie  Eiistmict*  of  »  P&ssngc — Drifting  iii 
the  Taok — IiicitteiiU  and  Dangers  —  E<(uiiiuctiHl  Gnln* — 
Critical  PoHitioa  of  the  Ship — Increasing  Uangeni — Frepars- 
dona  to  meet  CaiutUip»— Anpecl  of  Icp — Prciwure — Conliiiue 
Drilliiig — Arraugeinenti  for  sbaodoQing  Ship — Anaolt  of  th« 
Ice — [I«berg  and  Life-buoj  carried  away— Abatem«al  of 
the  Gale— (Change  of  Weather— Tempera  lure — Position — 
CoUi«umi  —  Approach  Princcaa  Royal  Islaiida  — Critical 
PotilMa  —  E«c«jiv  —  CoiicluBioiis  arrivf d  at  —  LasI  Day  of 
September  —  Prepax&tiona  for  Wintering  —  Parhelion  and 
ParaMelleiiu!  —  Birds — Early  Days  of  October  and  Occu- 
pation-'Ice  in  Motion  —  Ileaiy  PrpMure  —  Alteration  in 
Appesrsiice  of  ice — £xperimeiit«  with  Guiipowder  in  Blut- 
ti^; — Aurora  Bureitlis — Complotiun  of  Winler  PrepariUioiift — 
Daily  Routine  and  Exercise — Ice  in  Motion — Its  Aspect — 
Rcdecttoni — Weather. 


Eauly  on  tlie  uioruing  of  the  17th  of  September, 
young  icu  havmg  furiiicii  uruuiid  us  ihinog  the  pre- 
vious ui^ht,  had,  fi'uiu  the  ctt'ucts  of  Uio  prcssiirt;  of 
heavy  floes, ,  and    low  tcmpeniture  become  so  thick-  • 
cned,  that   our    pi-ogress    was   arrested — tlic    hgbt 
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westerly  breeze  iiut  being  sufficient  to  propel  us 
tlii-oiigh  it.  Towards  noon,  however,  we  were  re- 
leased, wlien  au  effort  was  made  to  reacli  a  stnoll 
space  of  open  water  to  the  south-west ;  we  ad- 
vanced a  littJc  towards  the  attainiucDt  of  our  object 
after  great  exertions,  much  thwarted  by  the  rapid 
fonnution  of  young  io;,  which  soon  entirely  arrested 
cur  progress  ;  and  we  secured  the  sliip  to  the  heaviest 
piece  within  reach. 

The  fomintion  of  young  ioc  is  always  a  serious 
olistacle  to  Arctic  navigation.  I  observed  that  it 
first  appears  iu  the  form  of  minute  flocculi,  which 
gmdually  become  larger,  more  opaque  and  globular, 
then     coalesce,     but    possess    for    some     time    their 

spherical  outliue,  until  pressure  identifies  them  mow 
closely  with  each  other,  when  a  thin  film  becomes 
formed  on  the  surface  of  tlie  water,  iuiptu-ting  to  it 
a]i  oily  appearauc^j,  to  which  the  name  of  "  Paucake 
ico"  has  been  given.  This  becomes  broken  up  by  tlte 
slightest  contact  with  heavier  ice ;  and  the  fragments 
sliding  Hiuler,  orover  each  other,  acquire  greater  tliick- 
DC88.  From  frequent  repetition  of  tlie  same  process, 
aud  the  continuance  of  low  tciupcraturc,  they  soon 
iicqiiire  strength  and  thickness,  become  united  with 
others,  and  form  a  frozeu  surface  of  greater  or  less 
extent,  through  whieli  a  ship  cannot  possibly  penetrate, 
when  thus  surrounded.  Tlieae  does  undergo  the  some 
bability  of  being  broken  up,  by  the  prcsstu^  of  heavier 
masucs,    the    fraguieuls    become    thrown    up,    aad 
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cemented  to  each  otiier  forming  packed  ice,  which 
may  go  on  increasing,  together  with  the  accumula- 
tion of  snow,  for  periods  of  indefinite  duration,  and 
tiltimntely  present  that  terrific,  indeed  impenetra- 
ble barrier  to  nangation  so*  frequent  in  ihoftc  seas. 
Wind  is  the  grcBt  antafronistic  agent  to  the  fonnalion 
ofyonngioe;  but  when  this  is  absent,  and  the  tem- 
perature ftdls.  it  is  surprising  to  sco  with  wliat 
rapidity  congelation  takes  place. 

Our  position  liad  not  materially  altered.  On  the 
18th  we  driAeda  little  to  the  north-east,  and  the 
morning  being  very  clear,  at  au  early  hour  the  ioc 
mate  was  sent  aloft  to  report  on  the  relative  state  of 
the  ioe  and  land — his  field  of  vision  embracing  an  ex- 
tent of,  at  least,  twenty  miles.  No  land  could  be 
seen  directly  to  the  northward  in  the  line  of  the  Strait ; 
but  that  on  the  weBtem  side  bore  away  to  the  north- 
west, and  that  on  tlic  opposite  aide  to  the  north-tnst. 
This  was.  indeed,  very  gratifying  intelligence — the 
termination  of  the  land  being  seen  on  either  side, 
and  none  directly  ahead,  there  could  eiust  no  doubt 
tliat  Burrow's  Strait  lay  before  us. 

We  were,  however,  aiVaid  to  indulge  Utrt  confidently 
in  anticipations  re«pecting  the  PnssHgc.  Some  thought 
it  possible,  that  the  northern  Huiit  of  Hanks'  Land 
might  not  have  liccn  accurately  laid  down,  even  by 
sueb  im  observer  as  its  great  discoverer  (the  late  Sir 
Edward  Parr>-)  from  the  deceptive  appearance  which 
the  atmosphere  might  then  have  presented,  and  under 
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circrumslances  when  luiraaii  jud^ient  is  so  liable  to 
err.  Others,  aud  myself  amongst  the  number,  strongly 
mnititaiued  thut  the  North-West  Passage  was  tlicn 
discovered,  and  thnt  it  only  remained  for  us  to  make 
it  in  thti  ship. 

The  pressure  of  the  ice  about  U8  renderej  it  neces- 
sary to  miship  the  nidder,  with  httlc  apparent  pro- 
bability of  ever  usitig  it  again ;  and  wc  still  continued 
to  be  drifted  slowly  in  the  desired  direction.  For 
the  next  few  days,  nothing  of  oonsequence  oc- 
curred to  enliven  the  aspect  of  affairs.  We  hoped 
for  anything  that  would  drive  us  to  t!ie  northward,  at 
whatever  risk — even  n  south-west  gale,  critical  as  was 
our  position,  was  earnestly  desired,  as  the  season  of 
navigation  had  from  appcarnnces  evidently  conic  to  a 
close — the  temperature  fell  to  4°- — and  there  was  little 
probability  of  our  being  again  released  from  the  grasp 
of  the  ice.  "VVe  were  slowly  drifting  alternately  Dorth 
and  south,  but  the  latter  prepondcnttal,  having  lost 
seven  miles  since  the  1  Sth— the  soundings  varied  from 
50  to  66  fathoms.  No  water  was  seen  until  the  Slst, 
when  the  wintl  having  freshened,  a  narrow  lane  waa 
observed  extending  along  that  western  shore  (which 
we  ought  not  to  have  lef^)  to  the  northward  as  far  aa 
the  eye  could  reach ;  but  no  effort  of  ours  could  then 
move  the  ship.  On  the  23rd,  we  ha<l  agnin  sighted  the 
islands  ^subsequently  called  Princess  Royal) — a  strong 
proof  of  our  being  drifted  to  the  southward,  and  now 
immediately  fixed  in  the  pack ;  which  was  so  close  that 
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WD  were  nbic  to  walk  over  its  rugged  surfncc.  There 
was  marked  evidcDCc  of  some  powerful  force  nctiog 
on  it  &xjm  the  northward.  It  had  bceo  recently 
spUt  and  hove  up  in  several  plnoes,  as  it  met  with  ob- 
struction to  its  progress  from  the  islands  to  the  south. 
Our  position  tliuH  drifting  in  Uie  pack  was  an  extremely 
critical  one,  and  we  were  uuahle  to  avert  any  calamity 
to  which  we  might  be  exposed.  The  ship  powerfully 
strengthened  as  sbo  was,  could  but  feebly  resist  the 
enormous  pressure  tliat  might  be  brought  to  buiir 
aguiiist  her.  To  guard  against  any  sudden  casuulity, 
it  was  oousiclered  judicious  to  get  twelve  months 
provisions  on  deck,  to  be  available  in  the  event 
of  tbe  ship  being  nipped,  or  otherwise  seriously 
dauiiiged. 

A  flock  of  Ducks  were  seen,  and  the  usnal  cheer- 
less character  of,  the  weather  was  enlivened  by  a  very 
brilliant  sunsrt.  On  the  24th,  the  wind  changed 
into  the  north-west,  and  blowing  fresh,  became 
intensely  cold  :  and  the  barometer  steadily  falling 
foretold  the  iipproach  of  the  Ki;|uinoctial  gales. 

As  the  day  advanced  our  jKwition  became  more 
hazardous.  Still  drifting  with  rapidity,  we  were 
carried  between  the  island  and  the  western  shore, 
with  every  proltability  of  utter  destruction  to  the  ship. 
In  a  small  indentation  of  the  coast  line,  a  heavy 
floe  of  grounded  ice  was  ob^cn'ed,  towards  which 
we  were  steadily  borne.  In  the  event  of  our  becoming 
fixed  between  thLi  and   the  one  to    which  we  were 
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attached,  with  tlic  same  overwhelming  presfliire  set* 
tiDg  dott-n  from  the  northwnrd.  the  '  Investigator ' 
must  have  been  inevitably  cnished  to  pieces.  Should 
we  succeed  in  keeping  clear  of  tliis  floe,  we  had  the 
prospect  before  us  of  being  driven  on  shore  witli  the 
loss  of  the  ship,  or  of  being  carried  out  of  Ibc  Strait 
tixctl  as  we  were  in  the  pack,  with  all  the  horrors 
and  dangers  of  such  a  position.  Our  onW  hope  of 
escaping  cither  danger,  depended  on  the  prohabili^ 
that  the  iloe  to  which  we  were  attached  would  ground, 
and  remain  entire  before  we  came  into  contact  with 
that  nearer  the  shore ;  or  that  the  wind  would  change, 
and  thereby  arrest  the  progress  of  the  pack  that  was 
steadily  setting  down. 

About  9  A.M.,  from  the  continuance  of  the  heavy 
pressure,  the  integrity  of  the  floe  to  which  we  wero 
secured,  and  un  which  so  much  depended,  beciune 
seriously  threatened.  As  soon,  however,  as  its  most 
distant  edge  encountered  resistance,  a  prolonged, 
heavy,  grating  sound  could  be  heard ;  and  next 
moment  a  fissure,  in  it  extending  to  the  ship's 
side,  presented  itself,  which  gradually  opened  out  a 
few  feet,  and  for  a  time  relieved  the  ship.  Our 
sitiiutiou  was  then,  indeed,  one  of  extreme  danger, 
and  our  safety  sutcly  de]>ended  on  the  remaining  put 
of  our  flue  remaining  entire.  We-  were  still  drifting 
slowly  and  hclplc8«ly  towards  shipx^TCck.  when, 
through  the  mercy  and  goodness  of  ProWdence,  about 
10  P.M.  the  broken  mass  grounded  in   10  fathoms 
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water;  Dur  drifting  was  arrestcxl,  and  partial snfcty,  as 
we  thought,  secured  for  a  tinic.  So  long  as  the  floe 
kept  iutoct,  and  our  cables  held,  we  might  be  able 
to  uiaiuluiu  our  position. 

We  were  thus  hulplessly  borne  along  to  what  ap- 
peared our  certain,  almoet  immediate  destruction ;  the 
immense  sen  nf  ice  in  motion,  carrying  our  vessel  as 
it  were,  in  its  grasp,  with  huge  masses  bome  along, 
tumbling  and  toppling  over  each  other  as  they  met 
with  resistance,  or  overborne  by  some  more  powerful 
field  sweeping  cvcrj^hing  before  it,  and  with  an 
omiuous  sound,  grinding  and  crushing  against  the 
sides  of  OUT  beleaguered  ship,  causing  every  timber 
to  vibrate,  as  a  proof  of  its  irresistible  force.  The 
proepect  was,  indeed,  appalling  to  the  boldest  of 
us.  Evening  closed  in,  cold  and  squally,  carrying  the 
8U0W  drift  in  dense  clouds  over  the  barren,  desolate 
land  wc  were  approaching,  and  to  which  we  looked 
a  sour  refuge  uuder  a  contingency  that  appeared 
inevitable.  After  a  while,  the  pale  light  of  a  waning 
moon  partially  revealed  our  position,  and  dispelled 
much  of  the  gloom  upon  our  minds  which  the  darkness 
had  created. 

Until  midnight,  the  ico  could  be  both  seen  and 
heard  drifting  to  the  southward,  between  our  position 
aud  the  island,  as  the  sound  of  conflict  atnongat  its 
musses  wns  bome  on  the  blast,  enhancing  our  sense 
of  gnilitudc  for  parliiJ  security.  Fart  of  the  provi- 
sions, tent  equipage,  housing,  skins,  blankets,  clothings 
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sledges,  iire-anus,  uud  such  other  lltings  as  were  likely 
to  be  useful,  Itad  bceo  got  on  deck,  and  we  were 
told  off  to  our  respective  boats.  On  the  completion 
of  these  arrangcmeuts,  the  men  were  ordered  below, 
to  select  a  change  of  warm  clothing,  and  a  pair  of 
cloth  or  suow  boots,  and  were  refreshed  iu  the  usual 
nuuincr,  after  the  great  exertion  they  had  previously 
undci^onc.  Never  did  a  body  of  luen  view  their 
inipendiag  fate  with  more  composure  and  firmness, 
or  exert  themselves  in  a  greater  degree  in  the  per- 
fonuanoc  of  their  duties  ;  indeed  for  as  danger  or  diffi- 
ciUties  iccrcusc-d,  iu  lui  equal  degree  did  their  zeal, 
cheerfulness  aud  good  conduct  excite  our  admiration. 
On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  tliere  was  no 
alteration  in  our  position  from  midnight,  as  the  floe 
remaioed  steadily  aground,  but  we  were  severely 
pressed  by  the  ice  as  it  drifted  past  us  during  the 
night.  Dayliglit  revealed  to  view  an  immense  field  of 
heavy  floe  ice,  lying  between  us  and  the  islands, 
extending  nurtb  and  south  ns  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach  ;  its  surface  nigged  and  unequal  (rom  its  high, 
huiumocky  character.  Some  distance  to  the  north- 
ward it  "Was  rendered  wonderfully  striking,  by  the 
appeamnce  presented  by  twu  lines  of  lofly  hummocks, 
exti^nding  diagonally  for  a  short  distance,  veiy  much 
rcsenibUng  land,  being  dark  in  colour,  with  streaks 
and  patches  of  snow  interspersed  over  its  surface,  as 
on  the  neighbouring  coast.  This  was  evidently  the 
gitiut    floe    which    had   been   for   (bys    in  motion. 
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dri\ing  Its  before  it — Imd  doii1>tI(.'Ss  come  out  of 
Barrow's  Stniit.  Tlie  Iieavy  loose  ioc  which  it  now 
crumbled  up  and  packed  togetlicr,  was  sent  against 
OS  T^-ith  increasing  pressure,  conveying  very  unpleosiuit 
evidence  of  its  colo^sai  power,  and  grent  Antiquity,  hb 
it  must  have  been  the  gronih  of  centurioB.  About  5 
A.u.  owing  to  tills  increasing  pressure,  the  ship  com- 
plained scviTciv,  and  our  proximity  to  the  edge  of  the 
great  floe,  the  distance  not  exceeding  thirty  yards,  with 
heavy  ice  broken  into  fnigiiieutary  masses  intervening, 
our  great  hope  of  safety  still  remained  in  the  steadfast 
little  iloo,  to  which  wo  tenaciously  clung,  and  the 
Iwnd  of  connection  was  still  farther  cemented  by  the 
strongest  tics  our  resources  could  effect.  Wc  laid 
out  a  stream  chain,  one  nine  inch,  two  six  inch  and 
two  five  inch  halficre,  with  anchors  attached  to  each ; 
more  we  could  not  do,  and  it  only  remained  for  us 
to  await  the  rcsiJt  with  Fcsignution. 

Our  soimding;;,  up  to  noon,  remained  unaltered, 
when  tliey  shoaled  to  9^  fatlioms.  We  had  observed  a 
short  time  before,  that  the  largo  floe  was  Betting  to 
the  north-east,  diametrically  opposite  to  its  former 
course,  and  against  the  wind,  which  still  blew,  with 
thfl  force  of  a  gale  at  the  temperature  of  zero,  from  the 
same  quarter;  but  about  i  p.m.  it  was  again  obstirved 
to  pursue  a  south-easterly  course  as  before,  no  doubt 
from  tidal  influence,  and  thus  continued  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  at  the  rate  of  two  mdes  per  hour. 
Townnls  evening,  its  northern  end  was  abreast  of  the 
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ship,  nml  the  ice  packed  into  lofty  niomids  rose  every- 
wliere  about  as.  The  appearance  of  lliose  pouderous 
mnsscs  thrown  up  and  piled  thus  together,  forcibly 
told  us  what  our  fate  might  be.  Our  position  was 
evidently  becoming  even  more  friticitl,  as  we  found 
ourselves  drifting  to  the  southward,  nearing  the 
shore  until  we  had  shoaled  out  water  to  eight  fathoms, 
about  10  P.M.,  when  our  progress  was  fortunately 
arrested — the  floe  having  brought  up  against 
grounded  ice.  Thus  closed  a  day  of  the  same 
wild,  gloomy  character  ns  the  preceding,  in  perfect 
keeping  with  oiu-  prospectB.  Throughout  the  night 
wc  were  iigniii  drifted  to  the  southward,  aud  at  5  a.m. 
on  the  2Gth,  we  came  in  contact  with  a  large  floe 
piece,  which  striking  the  ship  on  the  starboard 
quarter,  swung  her  completely  round,  carried  away 
one  five  inch  halser,  and  started  all  the  anchors,  six  in 
numljer,  off  the  floe. 

TIio  crash  and  heavy  grating  noise  fell  on  the  car 
with  anything  but  an  ogreenble  sound.  1  was  awoke 
by  the  vibration  of  the  timbers,  as  if  the  ice  woa 
coming  through  them,  the  great  amount  of  pressure 
having  come  on  the  quarter  close  to  my  cabin.  Aa 
may  be  8\ipposed,  I  at  once  proceeded  to  sntisfy  myself 
of  the  exact  state  of  nfTairs  on  deck  -,  but  happily  no 
other  casualty  had  occnrred.  No  time  was  lost  in 
remedying  the  disaster,  and  wc  were  again  secured 
to  the  same  floe,  with  a  nine  and  six  inch  halser.  We 
were  then  drifting  with  it,  a  repetition  of  the  proviotu 
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precautions  therefore  bccnnie  unnecessary,  as  we  hnd 

Dot  the  same  amount  of  pressure  to  resist.  Soon  allcr 
this  occurrence,  another  lar^e  piece  of  ice  struck  the 
rudder  head,  which  wae  swung  for  the  sake  of  security, 
about  six  frat  above  the  water  line  across  tlie  ship's 
steru,  and  ciuricd  away  the  life-buoy.  Soiuc  ideti  may 
^be  formed  of  the  stupendous  nature  of  tlie  ice  ttmt 
Rssailed  us,  from  the  fact  of  its  striking  the  nuhlcr 
head  nt  such  an  elevation — a  repetition  of  wliich  waa 
guarded  against  by  hoisting  it  still  higher. 

We  continued  throughout  the  day  steadily  drifting 
to  Uie  southward.  At  evening  the  islands  bore 
N.N.E.  four  uiUus  distant,  and  the  wind  abutiugj 
the  ice  opened  as  the  pre.'wure  diminishe<l,  and 
n  few  narrow  Hues  of  water  could  l)e  seen  here 
and  there.  Thi;*  tended  veiy  materially  to  ease  its 
embrace  on  tlio  ship,  aud  we  had  got  more  into 
the  c«ntre  of  the  Strait,  soimding  in  from  34  to 
62  fathoms  water.  Wc  lost  sight  of  the  islands 
ns  dnrknesa  sot  in.  The  night  was  a  restless  and 
anxious  one  to  all,  from  the  f|itantity  of  heavy  ice 
vhich  frequently  struck  the  vessel,  pressing  and 
grinding  a<rainst  her  trembling  side,  but  fortunately 
with  no  serious  cnuscqucuco. 

Towards  raoniing,  on  the  27th,  the  wind  had  fallen 
vciy  light,  and  was  succeedexi  by  a  calm,  when  the 
islands  which  we  supposed  had  been  seen  the  evening 
before  for  the  last  tiiue,>were  i^ain  visible,  as  we  were 
then  drifting  slowly  to  (he   north-east.      The  tide 
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ItAving  arrested  onr  southerly  progress  during  tbc 
nigbt,  was  again  bearing  us  in  the  direction  whither 
we  had  cxnne,  bnt  towards  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Strait.  Still  even  this  dtange  wos  a  subject  for  cod- 
gniltilatioii.  Se\'eml  small  spsices  of  open  water  having 
opened  around  us,  afforded  room  for  the  ice  tuassea 
coming  up  from  the  »outhwartl  to  driA  more  rapidly, 
grinding  against  ua  in  their  course  ;  that,  to  which  we 
were  attached,  neccssArily  moving  moTc  slowly  from 
its  greater  mngnitude ;  and  thus  we  continued  borne 
iJong  at  the  mercy  of  the  elements.  Although  the 
teoiperature  remninded  as  low,  the  cold  was  not  so 
aevcruly  felt  as  on  the  few  previous  days,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  wind ;  but  ever)-thing  wore  a  most 
wintry  appearance  and  the  moisture  of  the  atmosphere 
rapidly  fitx-'King  as  it  fell,  gave  a  coating  of  snow-white 
flroat  to  Ihc  yards,  rigging,  and  every  part  of  tbc 
Hhip.  We  enjoyed  much  more  quietude  than  we  had 
kno^m  for  some  time,  from  the  continuance  of  the 
cidtu.  There  was  not  the  same  imminent  danger  to  be 
appreheniU-d,  mid  we  were  pleiiKed  to  know  that  we 
were  slowly  recovering  our  lost  ground  to  the  moth. 
Aj  night  fell,  souiu  heavy  floe^i  came  into  dangerous 
proximity  under  our  stem — tlieir  progress  to  the  cast- 
wani  having  become  lurestwd  in  some  way  or  other, 
nliich  would  n^nder  our  position  criiical  were  they  to 
close. 

A  strong  south-westerly   wind  having  set  in  early 
un  (he  ;£^th,  wtfli  snow,  bad  bmnght  u&  considcmbly 
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neHret  to  the  islands,  and  hare  us  strndily  onward  to 
the  nortli-cnst.  We  were  subject  to  heavy  pressure  nrd 
severe  knocks  from  time  to  time,  as  thu  Hoes  passed  on 
their  ronrsc,  wheehng  the  ship  to  and  fro,  wlicrevcr  n 
spaoeofopen  Wftt4^rexisted  ;  nnd,  when  this  was  absent, 
we  had  to  sustain  the  pressure  nf  the  collision.  Towards 
evening  we  hnd  approached  much  too  near  the  islands  to 
be  agn.'coble,  as  tiit-ir  nU'.m,  prfripitous  outline  frowned 
ominously  on  us  ;  and  apprehensions  were  cntcrtAincd 
that,  if  still  borne  on  the  same  course,  we  might  come 
in  contact ;  but  when  abreast  of  them — the  ioc  having 
become  packed  into  closer  space,  with  the  wind  pres- 
sing on  it  from  the  soutliward — wc,  together  with  our 
devoted  little  floe,  were  made  to  describe  a  circle,  nnd 
we  were  borne  along  for  some  distanee  stem  foremost. 
The  ice  forcing  a  passage  for  itself  to  the  northward 
carried  us  with  it,  nnd  removed  the  imminence  of  the 
danger  which  threatened  us — unless  the  wind  should 
change,  and  again  dri\'c  us  to  our  original  position.  We 
had  thus  completed  a  circle  rouu<l  these  remarkable 
islands ;  and  it  was  by  no  means  improbable,  from 
the  helplessuess  of  oiu*  situation,  that  this  might  be 
repeated.  Throughout  the  29tli,  we  continued  to  he 
drifted  steadily  to  the  northward,  with  a  repetition  of  all 
the  hazards  and  incidents,  but  more  sloxvly  than  befon^ 
There  was  every  appearaiico  of  tliu  park  l>ecoming 
stationorj";  and  no  one  doubted  Ihnt  our  winter 
must  be  spent  in  its  grasp,  as  we  considcreil  the  Polar 
Sea  had  finally  closed  ugainM  any  further  attempts  at 
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^a^•igation  this  scnson.     Our  long-cherished  wish  of 
rcuchiug  Bfirrow's  Strait  wiis,  therefore,  relinquished. 

The  lust  doy  of  the  eventful  mouth  of  September 
cntiie,  aiul  was  one  of  those  fine,  cold,  and  clear 
Arctic  days  which  wc  had  occasionally  experienced. 
The  temperature  fell  below  zero  for  the  first  lime; 
and  wu  coiumeuced  dismantling  the  ship.  The 
top-gullarit  niiisla  were  sent  down,  sails  nnhent,  and 
other  prepnitiona  made  for  housing  in,  and  resisting 
the  rigour  of  the  cold  then  rapidly  increasing. 

The  cahn  8tillne»i  of  the  atmosphere  aHbrded  iis  a 
mngni6ceut  "  PiuheUoii"  from  which  a  zone  of  pale 
yellow  light  encircled  the  heavens,  contrasting  beau- 
tifully with  the  azure  blue  and  the  softened  mixed 
tints  of  the  sky,  that  imparted  much  splendour 
to  the  general  effect  of  tliis  lovely  phenomenon^ 
a  soufx^  of  eonaiderable  uwe  and  ten'orto  the  very  enrly 
navigators  of  Uie  Polar  Sea.  A  faint  Purasellena  was 
observed  the  previous  evening,  but  was  not  remarkable 
for  ita  beauty.  Nearly  the  Last  of  the  feathery  tribe 
was  also  seen— a  solitary  Ptarmigan  wending  its  way 
to  the  south.  Several  Seals  made  their  appeunmce 
wherever  there  was  a  little  space  of  water  to  be  found, 
and  the  stillness  of  the  day  was  frf^qiicntly  int*;mipted 
by  the  hoarse  croaking  of  a  couple  of  Ilavena  which 
kept  flying  ominouidy  about  us — the  sound  fulling 
mournfully  on  the  ear. 

Nothing  of  unusual  intci'cst  or  excitement  occurred 
for  the  few  first  days  of  Octotier ;    the  ice  was  stUl 
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moving  a  little,  pressure  ocrasionatly  expertonced,  and 
the  wind,  and  general  cliiiractor  of  llit--  wctiilicr  alter- 
tiAting  from  tiuic  to  tixno.     As  tlio  ioc  was  not  suf- 
ficiently firm  to  admit  of  our  going  for  nuy  distance 
&om  tlic  sliip,  a  few  of  lis  (IIh;  oHiccre)  occupied 
ourselves  in  excavating  one  of  the  large  hummocks  of 
ice  on  our  devoted  floe,   to  perpetuate  our  gi-uteful 
remembrance  of  mutmd  attoclimenl.     I  can  give  no 
better  idea  of  its  bcavy  chamctcr  than  by  stating, 
that  this  mass  was  10  feet  high,  and  20  feet  long,  of 
an  elliptical  form,     in   it  a  bcautifol  grotto  was 
formed,  its  iutenor  presenting  au  api^^rance  of  ex- 
treme boauty,  from  its  ultrnnuu-ine,  semi-transparent 
structure.     Xurruw  cbaimcls  of  water  were  occusiou* 
ally  seen,  and  the  distant  sound  of  ice  in  motion  was, 
at  times,  distinctly  audible.     Ou  the  morning  of  the 
4th,  heavy  pi-essure  came  again  on  the  ship,  which 
continued  with  more  or  less  force  t1ux>ugliout  tlie  day. 
At  8  P.M.,  oil  being  still  and   silent    about  tite 
sliip,  wo  had  again  cvideiicu  of  its  being  in  motion ; 
but   Uie  suddenne»s    and   force    of  the    movemout 
were  far  different.  'Llie  whole  mass  of  ic<:  to  the  north- 
ward of  our  position  appeared  as  if  under  the  influ- 
ence of  some  wonderful  convulsion  of  nature,  as  it 
came   with  ninrming    force  against   the  sliip's  side, 
making  her  timbers   most  sensibly    complaiu.    All 
bauds  were  sptxdily  on  deck,   without  rec|UiriDg  the 
coll  of  the  buulswaiu  ;  and  they  were  uflurtlol  ooular 
demonstnition  of  the  perilous  situation  in  which  we 
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were  again  placed,  and  the  danger  thcrro  existed  of 
being  iiiomcnturily  nipjwd,  »&  the  ice  bore  down 
heavily  and  steadily  on  us,  und  prt'^scd  us  iiguiiist  the 
floe  n'hich  had  Jiitherto  borne  »s  in  SAfety  through 
such  an  advenluroiis  course.  Wliile  it  resisted,  the 
ship  was  elevated  nearly  two  feet  out  of  water, 
inclining  about  fifteen  degrees  to  that  side  from 
which  the  pressure  came.  Had  she  not  risen 
in  this  way,  she  would  to  a  certainty  have  been 
nipped.  This  ceased  to  bo  probuble  from  her  altered 
position,  but  had  the  force  continued,  it  must  have 
thrown  her  broadside  on  the  ice — fortunately  it 
ceased  within  the  space  of  fifteen  minutes  from  its 
ooinniciicomcnt.  It  wits  wonderful  to  view  the  heavy 
messes  as  they  were  thrown  up  in  large  fragmentary 
pieces,  piled  on  eucli  other,  so  as  to  ovcilop  the  taflniQ, 
and  touch  the  quarter  boats  suspended  from  the 
davits ;  and  direfid  was  the  sound  to  which  we 
listened,  enveloped  aa  wc  then  were  by  the  darkness  of 
night.  Some  of  us  had  kn:ipsncks  ready  for  a  start,  as 
it  Uy  not  in  our  puwcr  to  do  aught  that  could  nvert 
the  danger ;  and  uU  hands  stood  breathless  on  deck, 
until  it  agnin  became  suddenly  silent.  The  great 
alteration  in  the  nppearmice  of  the  ice  around  as, 
from  its  erushod  and  hrokcn  up  state,  left  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  tremendous  power  to  which  we  were 
only  for  a  short  time  exposed,  and  so  mercifully  res- 
cued. We  remained,  however,  in  an  anxious  um^om- 
I'urlablc  sUile  throughout  the  night,  not  knowijig  the 
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moment  when  our  safety,  and  that  of  our  old  sliip 
miglU  imt  he  rigain  as  suddi'iil}'  ini|»^nlle<l.  We 
diircrt  not  go  to  rest,  hut  merely  lay  down  with  our 
clothes  on,  and  knapsacks  umlcr  our  liends,  ready  to 
start  on  the  first  sound  of  u1i)nn.  Duiing  the  middle 
watch,  we  had  a  repetition  of  the  pressure,  but  less 
heavy  than  before:  the  creaking  and  grinding  against 
the  ship  still  tnld  us  of  its  being  in  motion ;  it  had 
the  eiFcct,  however,  by  assailing  the  ship  from  the 
opposite  side  of  placing  her  again  nearly  upright.  On 
the  moniiug  of  the  6th,  wc  found  we  had  been  carried 
to  the  southward,  and  had  npproachcd  nearer  the 
iabiQds,  and  the  enst^m  shore — a  hine  of  wqU'T  Imd 
also  appeared  in  the  direction  of  tlie  former,  in  which 
a  few  seals  were  sporting. 

Se^'cml  experiments  were  made  to  test  the  power 
and  cfticacy  of  gunpowder  in  blasting  ice,  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Mr.  Wynniatt,  (mate),  who 
)iad  been  instructed  in  its  use  prior  to  our  leaving 
Knglnnd,  nnd  under  whofle  superintendence  nil  our 
subscipient  openitions  with  tins  powerful  agent  were 
successfully  and  zealously  conducted.  Tlie  agency 
of  gunpowder  in  blasting  ice  having  been  hitherto 
unknown,  and  untried  in  ice  navigation,  much  interest 
WHS  consc<|uentIy  attached  to  the  few  experiments  we 
then  made  on  a  small  scale.  These  wen;  attended 
with  success,  and  aftbrded  us  the  pleasing  evidence  of 
the  powcriid  auxiliary  wc  had  at  command  for  future 
operations. 
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As  wc  considered  it  by  no  mcana  improbable  from 
our  position  iti  (he  centre  of  llie  puck,  tliiit  tbe  ship 
might  sooner  or  Inter  he  thrown  on  the  Roe  from  the 
pressure  to  whicb  she  was  subjwTt,  it  was  resolved  to 
give  her  as  smooth  a  bed  as  possilile;  accordingly 
several  small  hummocks,  alongside,  were  speedily  and 
successfully  removed  by  blasting.  'ITie  pressure  still 
continuing  from  time  to  time,  several  liirge  piece*  of 
iee  got  under  thu  ship's  stem,  which  elevated  it 
considerably,  throwing  her  over  also  on  her  port  aide. 
Numerous  rents  and  fissures  were  everywhere  dis- 
ceniible — evidence  of  the  power  still  at  work. 

In  the  evening  we  were  favoured  with  a  mcSt 
brilliant  Aurora  Borealis,  extending  from  west  to 
rast,  and  to  the  southward  of  our  jmsition.  lis  broad 
and  irrcgidar  undulating  streaks  of  golden  yellow 
light,  splendid  and  evanescent  na  they  were — at  one 
mooicnt,  subtilcly  flitting  to  and  fro  with  electric 
rnpidity  at  another,  forming  huge  masses  of  electric 
light,  from  which  strcimis  appeared  n.s  if  falling  to  the 
earth  in  a  shower— most  beautifully  ilhuninatod  tlic 
heavens,  and  cast  a  brightness  over  the  trackless 
wastes  of  ice  and  snow  that  surrounded  us.  As 
the  weather  was  at  this  time  generally  cold  and  calm, 
the  sunset  was  for  the  most  part  very  beautiful.  The 
prismatic  tints  of  his  reflected  brilliance,  diffused  in 
a  line  of  softened  and  subdued  splendour  on  the 
western  liorizon,  imparted  an  appearance  of  extreme 
loveliness  to  a  scene,  which  darkness  uvershaduwed 
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too  soon.     Siib8er|iiently  we  were  compensated  by  a 

grand  (lisplnv  of  tlic  bemities  of  the  Aurora. 

Tiiroiigbout  the  entire  of  the  (ith,  we  were  subject 
to  a  repetition  of  the  same  ptvi^ure,  au()  were  kept  in 
the  some  degree  of  painful  suspense,  from  the 
continued  movemonta  of  the  pack,  inflnonced  as  they 
were  by  the  effects  of  wind  and  tide,  which  still 
bore  113  to  and  fro ;  but  wc  were  cv-idcntly  Ehortening 
tlie  distance  betwwn  us  mid  the  ii^huuls. 

On  the  7th,  elt  the  work  prcparnton'  to  bousing  in 
having  bi'en  completed,  tlie  routine  of  labour  »nd 
exercise  for  the  ship's  company  tliroughout  the  winter 
was  commenced.  The  former  was  of  a  very  light  nature 
und  merelv  consisted  of  what  pertained  to  the  internal 
economy  of  the  ship ;  the  latter  cDBurod  to  each  man, 
at  least,  six  hours  exercise  out  of  llio  twenty-four,  in 
tlic  open  air — a  system  which  wiis  attended  with 
admiriLble  effecU,  and  contributed  largely  to  the 
maintenance  of  health,  kept  the  mind  in  a  state  of 
buoyancy  and  cheerful  escitoment,  and  enabled  «s 
successfully  to  resist  the  depressing  influence  of  an 
Arctic  winter. 

Early  ou  the  morning  of  the  8th,  a  huge  mass 
struck  the  ship  on  the  quarter,  and  swung  her 
round,  leaving  a  space  between  her  and  the  floe  of 
about  four  feet ;  but  before  an  anchor  could  be  laid  oxit 
and  hove  on,  to  bring  her  into  tlio  fonncr  position, 
the  ice  that  was  blocked  about  her  Ktern  and  under 
the  keel,  at  once,  rose  to  the  surface,  and  occupied  the 
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vacant  space,  whicli,  together  with  the  rapidity  of  the 
frccziug,  prevented  us  from  rcgninbig  our  position. 
There  vvtis,  at  the  sniuc  time,  a  gciicriJ  movement  in 
the  pock;  this  commenced  vnth  a  low  hniibiing 
noise,  resembling  the  distunt  roar  of  the  sea,  xiutil  it 
reached  the  ship,  wlien  we  were  nmazcd  at  seeing 
imnicuse  masses  slowly  and  gradually  raised  to  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  elevation,  otliers  cnmihled  to  pieces, 
or  ])acke(l  on  each  other,  and  the  same  force  elowly 
but  surety  approaching  ourselves.  Our  astonishment 
rapidly  chuugcd  into  intense  auxicty  for  our  own 
safety. 

On  the  9th,  there  was  no  material  diOerence  in  our 
position— the  motion  having  apparently  ceased  with 
theccsstitlou  of  the  spring  tidet) ;  and  we  enjoyed  adoy 
of  comparative  comfort.  The  weather  continued 
beautifully  clear  and  serene,  with  an  occasional  light 
air  from  the  westward;  the  temperature  generally 
vnrjing  from  five  to  sLt  degrees  below  iiero ;  which 
promised  well  for  a  journey  eontemplatcd,  next  day,  to 
the  noigbbourint;  laud. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Appcantncc  of  Wcnthcr — Departure  frum  the  Sliiji — Jonnwy 
acruu  the  Ice — llv&ch  Priucu  Albcrt'i  Land — Take  formsl 
poBMaaion  of  it  in  Che  Queen'a  Nome — A»cmtl  tlic  Moaiitiuii 
— ^lucidenta — Appcanncc  of  Laoil  and  let — Our  View  from 
its  SommiC — Existence  of  n  No^tb-^V«at  Paanajjc  cstahliah^ il — 
Descent — Bcfrctihincnt — Juunicj'  ocroea  the  Ice  orrrsted — 
CritKfit  PofiiUun — A  Nif;hc'8  AdTcnturc — InculaitA — Arrivnl 
of  Belief— Rrturn  on  Board— IlAlkctt'a  BoBt«— KesulU  of 
the  Day — Cclchralioo  of  taking  poaseeitiou  of  Prince  Albert's 
Land — Ship  fltntiouarj  mvj  Position  —  Prepanitioni  for  a 
Journey  to  the  Noithnrard — Visit  Prinecss  Hojal  Islands  and 
take  poBHuiaion — Appearauoe  of  ice  grounded — (jeologkal 
Character  of  Islands. 

TnK  niommg  of  the  1 0th  of  October  waa  ushered  in 
with  scarcely  a  breath  of  air,  and  with  the  tcnipcraturc 
10^  bolow  zero  -,  Dcverthclcss,  there  was  a  mildness  in 
the  atmosphere,  n  stiUiiess  and  serenity  oU  uronnd— 
the  markttl  pecuUnriiies  of  a  fine  Arctic  day — which 
tended  to  impart  a  degree  of  grandeur  to  the  stern  face 
nnttirc  here  presents,  and  which,  under  less  favoundtlc 
circumstances  is  ever  wild  ami  dreary.      It  was  then 
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quite  a  calm  ;  bnt  the  barometer  liaving  fallen  a  lilllc, 
and  a  b\N',  dark  line  at  tlic  same  time  foTiiiing  on  the 
soulhcm  horizon,  led  us  to  bclievf  that  the  wind 
might  soon  be  expected  from  that  q\iartcr. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  the  ice  not  hanng 
been  obaerved  in  motion  for  the  previous  forty-eight 
hount,  at    S,30    a.m.    Captain   M'Cliirc,   JAeutcnaut 
Crcsswcll  and  myself,  accompanied  by  the  interpreter 
and  four  men,  st-artcd   from  the  ship,  some  of  us 
cjirrying  guns,  others  boarding  pikes;  the  men  with 
the  apparatus  for  cooking  their  dinner,  pick-axe.  shovul* 
flagstaff,  &c. — all  necessary  implements  for  the  service 
we  were  going  on.     We  shaped  a  direct  course  for  the 
eastern  shore  opposite  to  the  ship,  where  the  land 
appealed  more  elevated  and  rugged,  than  the  gradually 
sloping  hills  on  cither  side,  and  from  which  the  ascent 
of  the  mountain   might    be   commenced    in   nearly 
a  straight    line.     Our   course  lay   over   hummocky 
and  packed   ice,   with   ocrnsional   inten'cning   fields 
formed  within  the  few  previous  hours,  flat  and  even 
US  a  board,   with  here  and  there  marginal  lines  or 
boundaries    of  a    few   inches    high — the    elFects  of 
pressure   from  without,    cracking    the   young    floe. 
and  throwing  up  these  little  bouudtuics ;  thus  dividing 
it  into  distinct  patches  or  Jidda.     The  appearance 
pnsented  by  the  little  tufts  of  hoar  frost  strewn  over 
the  surface,  was  very  l>cautiful ;  some  crjstalliKcd  in  the 
form  of  spiculn.  and  others  larger,  of  a  stellated  form, 
closely   resembhug  small  feathers,  from   their  well- 
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mftirkefl  penriafcd  stnichire.  Far  rarpasmng  al!  in 
brilliancy  and  splomloiir,  was  their  power  of  decom- 
posing llie  solar  ray,  and  presenting  the  most 
rich  and  goi^ous  display  of  the  prismatic  colours 
that  I  have  ever  beheld ;  forming  a  carpet,  as  it  were, 
studded  with  gems  of  the  first  water,  whose  dazzling 
brilliancy  was  alwolulely  exhausting  to  the  vision. 

Our  progress  was  arrested  by  a  stream  of  young 
ice,  which  obliged  us  to  make  a  little  detour  to  the 
northward;  our  pikes  proving  of  much  service  in 
testing  its  power  of  bearing;  and  thus  wc  piotici'rcd 
the  way,  until  within  about  one  mile  of  the  shore. 
Here  wc  discovered  that  the  field  on  which  we  were 
walking  WHS  in  rapid  motion,  and  passed  along  the  in 
shore  grounded  floe,  in  auch  close  contact  as  to  throw 
up  some  heavy  pieces,  packing  them  together.  As 
it  was  our  object  to  gel  on  the  grounded  floe,  and  so 
on  to  the  shore,  feeling  satisfied  that  the  motion  was 
entirely  owing  to  the  tides,  I  approiichcd  the  edge 
of  some  young  ice  to  lest  Its  capability  of  bearing  us 
with  my  pike,  when  it  gave  way  under  me,  and  I  fell, 
but  was  (|uickly  picked  up  by  some  of  our  party, 
with  only  partial  immersion,  A  Uttle  further  on  we 
found  it  stronger,  and  after  the  cTicrcise  of  some 
adroitness  and  activity  in  our  movements,  managed  to 
clambor  up  the  aides  of  the  inshore  floe,  when  the  ice 
was  etill  in  process  of  packing.  It  afibrdcd  us  no 
very  steady  footing,  but  ultimately  we  succeeded  in 
|wuiHing  this   formidable  outwork  to  the  shore,  on 
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which  it  had  been  forced  up  to  the  base  of  tlie  cliffs 
wu  were  approaching,  from  the  effects  of  the  Intc 
movemeats  iii  the  pack.  We  computed  tlie  dLstancc 
from  the  ship  to  be  about  five  miles.  This  partof  tbe 
coast  presented  a  bolder  appearance  than  elsewhere ; 
its  almost  vertical  escarpment  was  internipted  in 
several  places  by  deep  gorges,  and  up  the  pre- 
cipitoua  side  of  one  we  ascended ;  the  looseness  of  its 
sandjr  soil  cnabhng  us  to  do  so  with  comparative  case. 
On  attaining  the  snmmit  of  this  cHff,  about  150  feet 
high,  we  assembled  our  little  party  and  took  formal 
possession  of  the  lnn<l  in  the  name  of  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign  ;  bestowed  on  it  that  of  her  amiable 
Consort — planted  the  ensign  of  St.  Cjeorge,  and,  with 
three  hearty  cheers,  completed  the  ceremony  by 
drinking  health  and  long  life  to  our  beloved  Queen 
and  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert. 

We  then  prepared  to  ascend  the  high  laud,  leaving 
the  four  men  to  erect  a  mound  and  lanil  mark,  and 
prepare  their  dinner  duruig  our  absence.  The 
general  aspect  partook  of  the  usual  undulating, 
hillocky  character,  with  the  same  unvarying  sterility 
and  barrenness.  Ranges  of  lulls  rose  above  each 
other,  intersected  throughout  by  tleep  gorges  and 
ravines;  the  soil  sandy,  its  surface  covered  with  stones 
and  shingle,  with  a  few  blades  of  withered  grass 
scattered  here  and  there,  wherever  a  little  sand  had 
accumulated ;  but  never  was  Nature  more  sparing 
of  her  gifts,  than  npi)carod  in  this  scanty  herbage. 
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Thensccnt  was  gmdnal,  in  llie  ravines,  tliroiigli  which 
we  piissei) ;  snciw  hiul  accuiiml»k'<l  in  f^reat  quinitity, 
into  which  wc  sunk  deeply,  rendering  it  fatigiung, 
from  Ilic  efl'orts  required  to  extricate  oureelvefl ;  but 
wlien  it  hud  become  consolidated  and  froxcn  else- 
where, the  walking  was  pleasant.  \Vc  steadily  con- 
tinued our  advance  nntil  the  smiimii  was  attained, 
about  1  P.M.,  and  having  been  for  so  long  a  time 
'  without  any  exercise,  (except  what  the  ship  afTurded) 
wc  felt  rolhcr  tired  on  rcaclnug  the  top,  after  thia 
wearisome  journey.  We  then  found  ouisdvee 
above  the  range  of  vision  froiu  below ;  the  ground  flat, 
with  the  same  uniform,  pebbly  covering  as  elsewhere; 
and  the  height  from  the  sea  level  not  leas  tlian  1,600 
feet.  The  huid,  as  far  as  we  could  obscne,  was  of 
the  same  uneven,  hilly  character,  with  numeroua  lakes 
interspersed  about  the  base  of  the  hiUs ;  the  general 
features,  and  open  character  of  the  country  were 
pletising,  if  such  a  term  can  be  applied  to  barren 
lands.  Tliey  appeared  to  be  seen  then  to  greater 
advantage,  with  their  partial  snowy  garb,  than  when 
the  nakedness  of  the  laud  should  be  exposed  by  its 
absence. 

Our  view  to  the  northward,  however,  was  rather 
inorc  cheering — notw'itlistanding  the  deceptive  appear- 
ance ever  caused  by  distance  in  Arctic  regions,  when 
the  atmosphere  is  highly  n>Jractive,  and  where  ice 
and  luiid  arc  often  so  intimalciv  blended  together,  ihut 
it  is  often  impossible  to  distinguish  one  from  tho 
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otiior,  We  could  clearly  trace  the  termination  of  tlie 
western  land,  or  that  of  Bunks',  to  a  hendland  or 
cape  of  coDsidcrable  cLevatioD,  while  that  on  the 
eastern  side  trended  away  to  the  north-east,  with  n 
deer,  undoubted  field  of  packed  ice,  iotcrvcniug — 
continuous  «ith  the  Strait  of  Prince  of  AVides,  in  which 
the  ship  then  was.  Everything,  therefore,  wiis  fully 
confinuatory  of  the  opinions  previously  fortued,  and  no 
douhi  could  remain  as  to  tke  exisiejice  of  a  Passage. 
From  the  siunmit  of  that  lull,  I  felt  convinced  we 
were  looking  on  the  ice-packed  Strait  of  Harrow, 
that  the  highway  to  England  from  ocean  to  ocean  lay 
before  us,  an<i  that  we  had  incontrovertibly  established 
the  existence  of  a  "kortu-wkst  I'ASSAGji." 

As  the  temperature  did  not  admit  of  our  rcmaioiiig 
long  at  rest,  we  commenced  tlie  descent,  delighted 
beyond  mcasuru  at  tho  result  of  our  observatioDa ; 
and,  lis  the  luncheon  conicd  in  an  outside  pocket  bad 
become  so  hard  frozen  that  wc  could  i]ot  eat  it,  there  was 
no  unnecessary  delay.  The  descent  was  much  less 
fatiguing,  and  more  rapidly  performed  than  the  ascent, 
and  wc  had  occasional  evidence  that  the  laud  was 
not  destitute  of  animal  life,  barren  as  it  was  in  vege* 
table,  from  the  niunerous  tracks  of  Foxes,  Hares,  Rein- 
deer, Ptarmigan.  A  small  orifice  in  the  snow,  indi- 
cated the  burrow  of  the  pretty  little  Lemming  {AIus 
Jludsonitis)  in  those  inhospitable  wilds,  and  in  a  deep 
goigo  close  to  the  beach  a  zigzag  bonrpatli  was  ob- 
•erred. 
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At  3  P.M.  we  rejoined  the  men  who  received  with 
satisfaction,  equal  to  uur  uvvii,  the  result  of  oiir  visit; 
they  had  completed  the  erection  of  the  mound  in  the 
centre  of  which  u  pole  was  plticcd,  supported  by  guys, 
for  a  landmark.  Wc  hastily  refreshed  ourselves 
with  A  little  water  ninde  from  melted  snow  ;  the  men 
were  unable  to  cook  their  dinner,  for  on  opening  the 
tia  of  preserved  meat,  it  was  so  hard  and  frozen,  that 
it  oonld  not  be  pierced  vrith  a  boarding  pike,  and 
they  had  not  spirits  aufficient  to  tliaw  it;  they  were 
consequently  much  in  the  same  position  aa  oiu^elves. 
A.t  3.30,  having  tnkcnahnsty  survey  of  the  state  of  the 
ice,  and  no  water  being  discernible,  we  commeuced 
retracing  our  path.  We  reached  the  beach,  crossed 
the  Jloc  for  about  a  nnle,  with  the  usual  amount  c£ 
difficulty,  anxious  to  reach  the  termination  of  this 
outwork,  and  tread  once  more  those  level  (iulds  of  ice 
we  had  passed  over  with  so  much  pleasure  in  the 
morning.  But,  what  was  our  consternation,  on  reach- 
ing the  outline  of  this  jwicked  barrier,  to  behold  our 
further  progress  towards  the  ship  ari-ested  by  a  channel 
of  open  water,  about  twenty  yards  brood,  rapidly  iu- 
cieasing,  and  extending  along  the  floe  as  Car  os  we 
could  see.  Our  (irst  idea  was  to  detach  a  piece  of  ice 
sutficicntly  large  to  enable  us  to  puddle  acro<ss  one  or 
more  at  u  time ;  but  in  this  we  failed,  as  the  only 
piece  we  could  obtain  was  quite  mifitted  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

IrVe  looked  to  the  north,  but  found  that  nothing 
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could  bo  ilonc  in  tlmt  quarter.  To  llie  southward 
uiiittcrs  appeared  more  favonralik ;  the  channel  had 
assumed  a  tortuous  course,  conveying  to  us  the  idea  of 
its  having  become  imrrower,  and  perhaps  closing  with 
the  floft  might  enable  us  to  t-fFect  a  |)assage.  We 
accordingly  wended  our  way  to  the  southward,  as 
near  to  the  water's  edge  as  we  could  go,  over  heavily- 
packed,  rugged  ice — our  eyes  eagerly  directed  to  the 
line  of  this  fatiguing  inarch — and  the  frequency  of  our 
foils  from  time  to  time  by  no  means  adding  to  our 
comfort.  We  then  advanced  for  the  space  of  a  couple 
of  miles,  and  found  the  appearance  prcacnte<l  by  the  ice, 
from  where  wo  had  first  viewed  it,  utterly  deceptive ; 
the  lane  of  water  grew  wider  as  we  advanced,  there 
Wflfi  no  more  propitious  aspect  in  its  state  further 
to  the  southward,  and  we  had  then  got  abreast  of 
the  islands.  We  accordingly  halted  on  a  large  clewatod 
piece  of  ice.  Previous  to  approaching  it,  we  had 
crossed  the  recent  track  of  a  hear,  and  expected  to 
encounter  hira  at  every  turn  of  our  progress,  but  were 
disappointed.  We  assembled  in  a  body  on  the  top  of 
this  floe,  endeavouring  to  attract  attention  from  the 
ship,  then  some  live  or  six  miles  distant,  and  firod 
several  rotmds  of  nuisketry  in  the  hope  of  the  flash 
1>eing  seen — it  was  then  becoming  rather  dark,  and 
our  situaliuu  far  from  cnvinhtc!.  The  sun  had  dis- 
appeared, the  clouds  looked  dark  and  lowering,  a 
breeze  was  gradually  springing  up  from  the  south, 
our  clothing  was  light,  we  hud  no  provisions,  nor  the 
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slightest  covering  to  protect  us  against  a  t«Tnpcrntnrc 
of  1 5'^  beluw  zero,  iiiuolt  fatigued  ami  exhausted  fivm 
our  long  mnrch  and  want  of  food  ;  and,  under  these 
circumstances,  there  existed  every  probability  of  our 
passing  the  night  on  tlie  ice.  Having  about  a  gill  of 
spirits  of  \vine  loft,  and  as  thirst  was  xu^nt  amongst 
all,  we  melted  a  little  ice,  and  were  each  afforded  a 
moutlifid  of  water,  wliich  proved  extremely  refreshing. 
As  the  cold  had  become  severely  felt,  from  the  lightness 
of  our  clothing,  we  could  not  remain  at  rest  more  than 
a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  owing  to  the  rajiid  abstrac- 
tion of  animal  heat,  and  were  consequently  obliged 
to  keep  in  constjint  motion.  Wc  then  roncluded  that 
in  the  probability  of  our  depurlnre  from  the  shore 
haWng  been  observed  from  the  ship,  and  as  we  did 
not  get  on  boanl  at  the  time,  when  we  might  be  ci- 
pected,  in  the  event  of  a  party  being  sent  out  to  our 
relieC  they  would  doubtless  be  sent  towards  that  point 
of  land  where  wo  bad  been  last  seen,  and  where  the 
land  mark  wiis  erected.  Wc,  therefore,  retniced  our 
steps  over  the  rugged,  slippery  course,  which  it  had 
coat  lis  so  much  labour  to  cross  but  n  short  time 
before.  It  had  then  become  quite  dark,  and  as  wc 
were  unable  to  distinguish  the  unevenncss  and  irregu- 
larities of  the  ice  over  which  wc  walked,  or  ratlicr 
clambered,  we  were  falling  incessantly.  We  appeared 
to  have  lost  due  power  over  the  limbs,  from  the 
effi>cts  of  cold  and  exhaustion— the  altemtion  in 
the  ice,    and   our  intense   thirst,    affoitling   ample 
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evidence  of  both.  Wc  hnd  advanced  about  a  mile, 
our  eyes  anxiously  directed  towap<ls  the  ship,  when 
we  halted  to  fire  our  guns,  in  the  Lope  of  receiv- 
ing some  token  of  observation ;  but  in  vaiu.  Agnin 
we  started — a  light  was  seen  hoisted  at  the  mast- 
head of  the  ship,  but  this  was  uothiiig  more  thaa 
what  might  have  been  expected  to  point  out  her 
positiuu,  and  did  not  ulluw  as  to  hope  for  any  imme- 
diate snccoiU".  With  tho  increasing  darkitess,  the 
appearance  of  the  weather  had  become  more  drcaiy 
and  wilder  than  before— thus  cold,  hungry,  and  thirsty, 
without  covering,  there  was  increasing  probability  of 
our  spending  the  niglit  on  the  llot%  and  as  oiur  small 
stock  of  ammunition  was  well  nigh  exhausted,  the 
chances  of  our  being  able  to  attract  a  party  to  our 
position  were  Ukcwisc  diminishing.  Rockets  were 
seeti  fired  from  the  ship,  and  a  gmi  at  intervals  ;  but 
like  the  light  at  the  mast-head,  they  afforded  us  no 
other  comfort  than  the  knowledge  of  its  being  done 
to  direct  our  homeward  course. 

Once  more  wc  halted,  and  fired  a  few  shots,  with- 
out receiving  any  recognition,  and  again  pursued  our 
way  over  the  rugged  and  shppciy  hummocks,  iu  search 
of  a  large  piece  of  ice  with  u  good  depth  of  snow 
aromid  it,  under  the  .slieltcr  of  which  we  might  pass 
the  night.  Wc  had  given  up  hope  of  receJnng  any 
relief,  or  of  being  found  by  a  searching  party  (torn  the 
ship  until  the  morning ;  and  having  fired  oiu*  last 
charge  of  ammunition,  our  entire  strength  for  attack  or 
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defence,  if  we  m? t  with  BcAre,  whicli  we  knew  were 
pruwUng  about,  lay  in  l)oanling-pikes. 

We  were  tlicu  in  seiirch  of  our  resting  pince,  when, 
to  the  inexpressible  delight  of  all,  we  saw  the  flash, 
and  heard  the  report  of  a  musket,  apparently  coming 
in  our  direction.  We  immediatfily  halted,  raised 
a  loud  cheer,  repeated  it  again  and  again,  and  on  the 
third  occasion,  to  our  great  joy,  it  was  responded 
ta  By  cheering  frequently,  we  directed  the  party 
towards  us,  and  bad  the  pleasure  of  knowing  that 
relief  was  at  hand,  as  we  presently  saw  dark  figures  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  channel,  coming  along  its 
margin  towards  us,  and  soon  communicated  by  words 
with  Mr.  Court,  Second  Master,  and  a  party  of  four 
men  across  the  water. 

Unhappily  they  had  come  unprovided  with  aught 
that  could  give  us  relief,  altliough  they  had  been 
dispatclied  from  the  ship  at  six  o'clock,  to  rentier 
assistance,  lest  any  casualty  had  befallen  us.  Omsituji- 
tion,  therefore,  was  not  much  improved,  as  they  did 
not  consider  that  water  had  arrested  our  progress,  and 
the  only  relief  they  could  afford  Us,  was  that  of 
t3KUr  individual  prowess,  which,  under  tlie  oir- 
cumstances,  was  quite  unavailable.  Tliis  officer  was 
directed  to  return  to  tlie  ehip  immediately  with  his 
party,  and  rejoin  us  with  all  despatch,  with  one  of 
Halkett's  portable  boats,  all  the  men  that  could  be 
spared  from  the  ship,  and  a  supply  of  provisions  for 
immediate  use.      He  was,  likewise,  directed  lo  6re  a 
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blue  light  and  rockpt  on  renchmg  the  ship,  and  Iwo 
of  each  wLoii  hu  kft  ou  his  return  to  us. 

We  tbeu  felt  satisfied  thai  we  should  reach  the  ship 
ahoiit  daylight,  and  our  friends  having  left  us  after  eight 
o'clock,  we  calculated  on  their  return,  at  least,  at  mid- 
night. Our  spirits  rose  with  a  speedy  prospect  of 
Telief,  and  wc  i^ain  put  oureelvcs  in  motion  to  resist 
the  intensity  of  the  cold  ;  several  of  us  having  already 
been  frost-bitten.  We  iiad  no  food  except  a  little 
frozea  preserved  meat — so  hard,  that  nothing  could 
penetrate  it — and  on  attempting  to  eat  it  iu  this  state, 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  was  excoriated 
on  touching  it,  The  thirst  being  intense,  we  expe- 
rienced the  greatest  relief  from  a  mouthful  of  wat«r. 
As  a  last  resource,  with  the  aid  of  a  few  matches,  the 
wick  that  had  bcvn  immersed  in  the  spirits  of  wino, 
and  some  pieces  of  paper,  wc  contrived  to  melt  as 
much  ice  in  our  little  kettle,  as  affbnied  to  each  of  us 
nearly  a  wine  glassful  of  water — which  proved  a  great 
luxury,  althongh  a  Uttle  brackish.  We  were  once  more 
in  motion,  clambering  over  the  rough  slipper)'  ice  to  pro* 
mote  warmth  and  kill  time ;  with  falls  heavy  and  fre- 
quent, as  it  was  impossible  to  sec  our  way  clearly  in  ibc 
darkness.  I^mc  thus  wore  on,  while  we  still  wandered 
about,  occasionally  taking  a  few  minutes'  rest,  with  an 
Irresistible  desire  to  sleep,  until  the  cold  compelled 
us  to  be  again  in  motion.  About  10  p.m.  a  light 
could  be  seen  approaching  us  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  water,  and  soon  afterwards  the  signals  we  bad 
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directed  to  be  made  on  the  return  of  the  party,  were 
fired  ill  succession  from  the  ship.  It  appeared  to  us 
incredible  that  they  could,  by  any  possibility,  have 
reached  the  ship,  and  retiirutsd  in  so  sliort  a  space  of 
time;  bat  that  it  was  them,  the  response  to  our 
cheer,  the  sound  of  voices,  and  their  presence  soon 
afterwards  on  the  margin  of  the  ice,  fully  verified. 
Their  early  return  was  thus  accounted  for:  at 
7  P.M.,  nn  hour  after  the  departure  of  the  first  party 
from  the  ship,  two  others  had  been  dispatcheil  in 
search  of  us,  respectively  under  charge  of  Messrs. 
Wynniatt  and  Sainsbury  (mates).  Each  had  one  of 
Hnlkelt'sboats,  and  were  provided  with  blue  lights  and 
rackets,  that  ibey  mi{;ht  be  ahle  to  maintain  commu- 
nication by  preconcerted  signals,  having  [iroceedcd  in 
opposite  directions.  It  fortunately  happened  that  the 
party  returning  to  the  ship,  fell  in  with  that  of  Mr. 
Sainsbury,  and  informed  Ibem  of  our  situation;  the 
latter  returned  at  oucc  to  the  ship  for  provisions, 
giving  the  fonncr,  llalkett's  boat,  to  hnslen  to 
our  assistance,   at  the  same  time  signalizing  to  Mr. 

'■Wynniat-t'a  party  to  close,  which  they  speedily  did. 
We  then  stood  on  the  margin  of  the  ice,  almost  help- 

^les8  from  the  cReet«  of  cold,  fatigue,  and  hnngcr, 
anxiously  awaiting  the  arriviJ  of  the  boat,  which 
Messrs  Wynniatt  and  Court  dexterously  paddled 
across  to  our  rcbof.  They  were  hcartly  welcomed,  but 
we  foimd  that  they  were  unprovided  with  cither  foo*l 
or  water.    No  time  was  lost  in  ferrying  us  acroaa  two 
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at  a  time,  and  as  the  young  ice  was  forming  rapidly, 
ire  baci  to  brouk  it  with  our  \nkes  to  make  a  channel 
for  the  boats.  We  proceeded  in  tbe  direction  of 
the  ship,  n3  rapidly  as  our  exhausted  state  would 
allow,  the  march  harassing  to  a  degree,  from  our 
constant  falling  and  tumbUng  about  Ukc  drunken 
men ;  whom  we  resembled  not  only  in  gnit,  but  like- 
wise in  speech.  We  bad  not  proceeded  far,  when  a 
signal  was  made  from  the  ship,  that  relief  was  at 
band,  and  when  about  half  way,  we  had  the  extreme 
saliiifaction  of  meeting  with  the  Comiuissariut,  under 
chaise  of  Mr.  Paine,  (Paymaster),  with  aii  abimdant 
supply  of  pro\-i8ions,  &c. 

We  came  to  a  halt,  threw  ourselves  on  the  ice; 
hastily  partook  of  some  food,  and  a  draught  of 
water,  the  first  thing  called  for ;  this,  by  con^tmit 
Agitation,  and  by  being  nearly  in  contact  with  the 
akin,  was  maintained  in  tlie  fluid  state,  and  with 
some  stimulants,  greatly  re\'ived  us.  We  again  pro- 
ceeded onwards.  Some  of  my  companions  were 
scattered  over  the  Boe,  which  the  relieving  party- 
went  m  search  of.  We  found  in  the  last  part  of  our 
journey,  the  great  benefit  wc  had  derived  from  the 
small  quantity  of  food  we  had  eat,  and  at  an  improved 
pace  reached  the  ship  at  2.30.  a.m.  heartily  grateful 
for  our  deliverance  from  our  critical  position.  The 
relieving  party  did  not  arrix'e  until  later — one  or  two 
of  the  men  having  l*ecome  qnite  exhausted,  could  not 
proceed    without    niisislamje.      Thus   terminated    ■ 
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memorable  and  cvcntftil  day.  Wo  had  been  Dightcen 
hours  absent  fi-oiii  the  ship—  walking,  I  may  say,  the 
entire  time.  The  distance  exceeded  thirty  miles,  which 
in  ooiisidemtioit  of  the  nature  of  the  ground,  was 
more  trying  than  double  the  dbtance  over  level 
couDtr}- ;  and  what  with  the  intense  cold  of  the  night, 
no  tt-iits,  inadi-qtiatc  clotliiiig,  and  entu'c  want  of  food, 
had  we  not  been  happily  rescued,  there  was  but  too 
much  reason  to  fear,  that  n\oming  would  have  fiu*- 
niKliL-d  a  serious  Ust  of  caauiiltics. 

I  ca.unot  closy  this  recital  of  the  events  of  thfi  day, 
without  expressing  the  high  ojnnion  we  entertained 
of  the  boats  constructed  with  so  much  talent  and 
ingenuity  by  Licuteiiaut  JIalkctt.  Kuyal  Navy.  I  know 
nothing  better  or  more  portable  for  take  or  river  uavi- 
gaiion  j  and  to  theui  we  were  entirely  indebted  for  our 
safety,  as  ordinary  boats  could  not  have  been  oouveyod 
across  the  ice,  wiiliout  sustniuuig  such  damage  in 
hasty  transit  as  ^vould  have  rcndci-ed  them  useleSB. 
They  nrc  very  liglit  and  portable,  made  of  India 
rubber  cloth  inlhitcd  with  air  ;  the  larger  one  capable  of 
holding  four  persons,  three  conifurtahly,  weighs  only 
forty-six  pounds ;  the  smaller  intended  for  only  two 
jHrrsous,  is  of  course  Ughtur.  Either  could,  in  my 
opinion,  be  made  equally  avtuhible  in  conveying  sick 
or  woimdcd  men  when  pro|>erly  slung ;  and  could  not 
fail  to  prove  a  moat  useful  addition  to  the  equipment  of 
travelling  or  exploring  parties.  Tlicy  might,  I  thmk, 
be  still  fuj-ther  improved  if  uiudc  in  oompartuicuts ; 
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for  in  the  event  of  being  injureti,  tlic  danger  of  the 
air  cscnpiiig,  would  therchy  be  obviated — pnrlicHlnrly 
when  exposed  to  Etich  n  substance  as  tbe  shiiT\y  splcula 
of  ice.  WbcD  the  men  had  arrived  on  board,  ftn 
extra  allowance  of  provisions  and  spirits  ivas  isaned  to 
each,  and  I  need  not  say  how  we  enjoyed  the  supper 
that  was  prepared  for  us.  The  name  of  'ilount 
Adventure*  was  appropriately  bestowed  on  tbe  liigh 
land  wc  bad  ascended. 

The  following  morning  found  us  much  Tefre^l 
by  Bleep,  a  few  additions  were  made  to  the  sick  list, 
from  some  of  the  relieving  parties,  but  they  complained 
of  nothing  of  a  aerious  nature.  Our  party  were  well ;  wc 
had  oil,  howe\'cr,  been  more  or  less  frust-bittcn  on  face* 
feet  and  fingers ;  but  were  not  incapacitated  from  duty 
—the  day  was  entirely  given  up  to  rest. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday  tlie  12th,  we  celebrated 
the  taking  possession  of  Prince  Albert's  Land,  by 
issuing  on  extra  allowance  of  provisions  and  spirits  to 
tlie  men,  to  drink  the  health  of  tlie  Queen  and  I  lis 
Royal  Highness;  and  llie  crew  assembled  on  tba 
lower  deck,  amti^ed  thenisolvcs  for  tbe  remainder  of 
the  cvenbg.  Events  such  as  thcae  tend  to 
maintain  men  in  good  health  and  high  spirits  front 
the  chevrfid  excilemunt  they  aOord.  At  tliis  time, 
wo  experienced  a  severe  loss  in  our  preserved  meat ; 
nearly  five  hundred  pounds  of  which  was  considered 
antit  for  use.  Tlio  weather  Iiud  been  variable  for 
some  days,  for  the  most  part  cold,  cloudy  and  over- 
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cast,  nnd  the  sjiij)  apparently  bad  moved  but  little ;  on 
the  14th,  she  was  quite  stationan',  when  wc  found  our 
position  to  be  in  lat.  12"  47'  N.,  long.  117'  35'  W., 
which  were  our  Winter  QuartcR,  and  about  two  and 
a  half  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  Prinoesa  Royal 
Island.  The  tcni[«.Taturc  on  this  day  had  undergone 
s  wonderful  and  sudden  change,  having  risen  to  24", 
with  the  prevalence  of  a  north  easterly  wind ;  from 
which  we  concluded  tliat  there  was  aUIl  a  large 
expanse  of  open  water  to  the  northward.  This  change 
we  knew  would  only  be  temporary.  Although  no 
doubt  could  possibly  be  entertained  as  to  the 
existence  of  a  paxsoge,  nevertheless,  Captain  M'Clure 
pcsfjlved  on  visiting  the  extreme  of  cither  hmd,  before 
tlte  great  fact  should  be  officially  recorded,  and 
the  darkness  of  an  Arctic  winter  should  finally  set  in. 
The  men  having  been  selected  and  approved  of  by 
me,  they  were  told  off  for  this  senice,  and  tlie 
Doccfisary  preparations  for  the  journey  to  the  north- 
ward commenced.  Several  excursions  were  made  to 
the  islands,  on  one  of  which  a  hare  and  ptarmigan 
were  shot,  and  numerous  fox  tracks  seen  ;  every 
trace  of  animal  life  being  eagerly  looked  for  and 
watched  in  these  regions. 

On  the  17th,  Captain  M'Clurcand  myself  made  an 
excursion  to  the  northward,  with  a  view  of  tracing 
out  the  best  course  for  the  travelling  party  ;  and  the 
result  of  our  observations  was  highly  favourable  n» 
to  the  state  of  the  ice  for  travelling.    Tlie  day  having 
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been  beautifully  clear  and  serene,  enabled  its  to  see  a 
great  distance ;  tliesc  cold,  clear  days  ever  imparting 
an  appcnrantx:  of  stilhu^s.  loveliness,  and  increased 
solitude  to  these  icy  regions. 

The  weather  on  the  l?th  of  October,  nltliough 
cloudy,  indieating  a  fall  of  snow,  was  otherwise  suffi- 
ciently fine  to  induce  iia  to  visit  and  take  possession 
of  the  islands  which  formed  such  a  proujtncnt  feature 
in  our  landscape.  Accordingly  at  9  a.m.  Captain 
M^Cluro,  Mr.  Court,  myaelf,  with  the  interpreter, 
and  two  men  left  the  ship.  Onr  way  lay  over  heavily 
packed  fioo  ict;,  with  a  few  liclds  of  tlmt  of  recent  fonua- 
tion.  As  we  reached  the  fxtrciuily  of  the  northeni  or 
lesser  island,  it  was  perfectly  appalling  to  witness  the 
magnitude  of  the  ice  grounded  on  it.  The  shuttered 
appearance  of  these  vast  and  broken  masses  conveyed 
to  us  a  frightful  idea  of  that  colossal  poivcr  which 
bad  left  sucli  destructive  evidence  of  its  action.  \Vo 
reachcil  the  larger  ishuid,  and  n.sccnded  to  its  summit, 
which  is  about  bOO  feut  high,  when  wo  took  formal 
possession  in  the  name  of  tlic  Queen,  bestowing  on 
the  group  that  of  Her  Uoyol  Highness,  the  Princess 
Royid.  We  had  a  cairu  built  around,  and,  with  three 
cheers,  planting  a  red  ensign,  we  left  it  floating  proudly 
in  the  breeze,  AVc  had  then  completed  taking  posses- 
sion of  all  the  lands  we  had  discovered,  und  now  form 
an  integral  part  of  the  British  Empire. 

In  our  ascent  to  the  top  of  tliis  island,  we  foutid 
tnccs  of  its  having  been  visited  by  Ksqiiiniaux  at  a 


I 


I 
t 


FRINCKSS    aOTAij    ISLANDS. 


267 


former  period,  although  we  coulH  discover  tic  wood 
nor  any  remains  of  their  lituiting  iiiiplmncntu— the 
formation  of  u  nide  caira,  in  the  centre  of  which  was 
some  loose  earth,  nnd  a  few  well  bleached  fox  and 
seal  bone^,  left  no  donht  uf  its  having  been  one  of 
their  store-houses.  At  the  same  time  wc  ohserved,  in 
close  proximity,  one  of  their  ingenuously  constructed 
fox-traps,  entirely  composed  of  stones,  pliicud  together 
in  two  lines,  closed  at  the  top  and  one  end,  with  a 
small  aperture  at  the  other.  suHicient  to  admit  a  fox, 
or  other  small  tmimal ;  the  bait  is  suspended  in  the 
centre,  and  on  the  animal  reaching  and  seizing  it,  the 
trap  is  so  constructed  tliat  a  heavy  stone  falls  on  it, 
which  ensures  its  aiptiire,  if  not  death.  These  re- 
mains had  every  appearance  of  antiquity,  and  we 
asstimc^l  tliat  the  Esquimaux  ha<l  made  this  a  tem- 
ponuy  halting  place  in  their  passage  through  the 
Strait  at  some  remote  period. 

Tiie  smaller  and  more  northerly  one,  is  of  very 
limited  extent ;  being  in  length  about  800  or  fiftO  yards, 
in  breadth  30  yanls,  its  avemge  height  about  100  feet, 
inclining  at  an  angle  of  about  45  d(^rec8  to  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  Strait.  On  close  examination  it 
appears  formed  in  irregular  steps  or  ledges,  as  though, 
OS  may  Ik;  reudily  itnaginrd,  from -a  large  mass  of 
matter  in  u  soft  state,  slowly  but  steadily  upheaved 
from  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  nnd  partially  fulling  away 
while  emerging  from  the  surface  of  the  wotcr.  The 
greatest  elevation  is  attained  in  the  centre,  where  its 
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western  aspect  is  for  a  short  distance  vertical;  on 
either  side  of  which,  it  inclines  at  a  very  abrupt  angle 
to  the  westwnrd,  about  1 5°,  so  as  to  convey  the  idea, 
(witti  the  exccptioD  of  the  space  I  have  mentioned) 
of  its  being  on  the  principle  of  nu  irregular  double 
inclined  plane.  This  little  island  is  rich  in  fossil 
remains,  chiefly  Corallines,  (Encrinite^  and  Pentacri' 
nates)  -,  the  upper  surface  is  composed  of  small  stones 
and  pebbles,  with  coralline  ledges  closely  cemented  to 
each  other ;  and  the  rocli  bcncftth,  which  is  compositl  of 
granulated,  bituminous  limestone,  emitted  an  offen- 
sive odour  when  struck  or  fraotun^d,  and  in  some 
situations  was  plentifully  studded  with  garnets.  Numer- 
ous uni*  and  bivalve  fossils,  chit-fly  species  of  Cyalho- 
pifUum,  Turbo,  Buccinnm,  Orthis,  and  Terebratida  were 
likewise  strewn  on  the  surface,  presenting  good  spc- 
cimcDs  of  cnlcnreous  petrifaction. 

The  second  or  krger  island  is  situated  about  half  a 
mile  to  the  southward  of  the  preceding, extending  nearly 
due  Dort  h  and  south  for  the  extent  of  a  mile,  with 
a  mean  brendth  of  abf)ut  GOO  yards.  It  is  elevated  in 
the  centre  about  500  feet,  from  which  it  gradually 
decreases,  but  presenting  throughout,  except  for  a 
amnll  space  on  its  western  aspect  where  it  is  sloping, 
a  bold  and  precipitous  front,  varying  in  elevation  from 
80  to  400  feet.  The  soil,  (if  such  it  can  be  called) 
is  entirely  composed  of  a  sandy  soorijiccous  admixture 
of  smalt  stones  and  pebbles,  with  numerous  volcanic 
boulders,  embracing  granite,  gneiss,  syenite,  green- 
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atone,  fra^ents  of  basalt,  &c.,  strewn  over  the  sur- 
face— n  few  scanty  tufts  of  withered  moss  attest  the 
extent  of  its  fertility  during  the  short  season  of 
vegetation. 

The  southern  portion  of  the  island,  appears  to 
be  one  mass  of  fossilifcrous  remains  of  Zoophytes, 
Corallines,  and  a  few  ani-  and  hivalve  shells,  siniihir  to 
those  before  luentionod.  These  fossils  were  found 
imbedded  in  dark,  bituminous  clay  or  shale,  of 
remarkable  hardness  in  some  places,  but  brittle  in 
others,  when  there  existed  a  ferruginous  admixture 
of  brown  Hematite,  of  which  the  southern  portion 
of  the  island  is  entirely  composed.  On  ailv&ncing 
to  the  northward  and  towards  the  centre  of  the  island, 
the  fossils  became  less  numerous  and  soon  disappeared, 
a  dark  himinated  clay,  of  a  dry  compressed  sooty  like 
structure  takes  theirplace.  Although  there  was  here  no 
distinct  coal  fonuation,  yet  on  fracturing  some  pieces, 
a  narrow  carbonaceous  line,  with  the  coal  Uistrc,  could 
bo  discciDed,  such  as  it  presents  in  a  half  burnt  state, 
and  this  was  more  marked  as  the  land  became  more 
elevated,  of  course  displaying  to  view  a  deeper 
stratum  of  the  earth's  cnist.  The  remainder  of  the 
outline  of  this  island  for  a  portion  of  its  western, 
and  almost  the  entire  of  its  eastern  aspect,  is  composed 
of  lime  and  iron  stone,  rising  vertically,  and  containing 
a  few  fossils,  extensively  coated  with  depositions  of 
sulphur  and  iron  in  combination,  and  emitting  an 
offensive  odour    when    fractured.       The   geological 
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character  of  these  islands  from  the  specimens  obtained, 
is,  therefore,  associated  with  the  Carboniferous  era  of 
the  earth's  formation. 

Nothing  of  any  consequence  occurred  for  the  next 
few  days ;  and  we  were  gradually  becoming  initiated 
into  the  usufU  winter's  routine.  The  weath^  had 
maintained  a  pretty  favourable  character,  such  as 
pertains  to  a  closing  season ;  and  on  the  evening  of 
Sunday  the  20th,  all  the  travelling  preparations  were 
completed  for  the  journey  to  the  northward. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Pepftrtiire  of  the  Trftvclling  Party — Passage  oxet  Rou^li  Ice — 
Fatigue  I'irty — ^Thpjr  Route  and  It*iuni  —Accident  (o  Sledge 
— De«pat«]i  a  Sledge  and  Party — A  Shooting  Party — FItc 
Music  (HiTi  killed— MeaMirci  adopted — AnimaU  brought  on 
lioard  —  QuMitit J-  of  Meat  obuiiiwi  —  Return  of  CapUtn 
M^CluK — Confirmation  nf  the  pKvioua  Diseovery  of  the 
North- West  Paasage — View  from  Mount  Ob«ervAtioD — Parr^ 
and  Riehordson  —  Points  Peel  and  Rnsaell  —  Ilomeward 
Journey— A  Night  on  the  Ice — Reception  of  the  Party — 
Difficulties  and  Hardships  of  the  Journey — Food  consumed 
— Peminiran  and  Oatmeal — HnuMiig  in —  Ventilation  and 
"Wanning  Ship— Early  Dayg  of  Xovcmbcr — Oeeupatioos  of 
the  Men  —  Departure  of  the  Sun  —  Aapect  of  "Winter— 
Weather— Dewnihcr— A  Fox  Hiinl — The  Solstice — Christ* 
mas — A  Seal — Weather— List  Day  of  the  Year. 

On  the  niontiug  of  the  21st  of  Octobtir,  aD  was 
bustle  aud  excitement  on  board  the  '  Investigator  ' ; 
Captain  MT.lurc  Laving  determined  to  start  on  )iis 
projected  journey  to  the  outlet  of  the  Strait,  to  verify 
the  &ct  of  our  previous  discoveiy.  The  day  did  not 
presetit  a  very   auspicious   appearance,   being  dull. 
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clondy,  and  overcast,  with  a  light  breeze  from  tbe  south- 
east, and  the  temperature  4''  below  zero.  As  this  vras  the 
first  trovelliug  pnity  that  had  lell  the  ship,  it  excited 
a  great  degree  of  interest  amongst  iis.  At  an  early 
hour  the  sledge  with  provisions  and  other  requisites  for 
seven  men  for  fourteen  dujs  was  packed  in  readiness, 
but  OS  the  state  of  the  ice  did  not  admit  of  its  safe 
transit  for  a  distance  of  a  couple  of  miles  from  the 
ship,  the  entire  strengtli  of  the  ship's  company  was 
employed  for  carn*ing  the  articles  separately  over  this 
space.  Accordingly  at  7  a.u.  all  hands  were  assem- 
bled on  the  ice,  and  on  the  wonl  of  comuiaud,  started 
towards  the  north-east ;  having  previously  giveu  the 
travellers  three  cheers,  which  was  heartily  responded 
t(H-a  custom  always  followed  on  the  departure  or 
arrival  of  travellers  in  the  Arctic  regions.  UTie  party, 
about  fifty  in  number,  each  carrying  some  articles  of 
the  equipment,  presented  a  strange  and  novel  appear- 
ance as  they  weuiied  their  way  over  the  ice,  following 
the  course  pointed  out  by  the  pioneers,  until  the 
rough  ice  was  safely  crossed  at  8  a.m.,  when  we 
halted  and  repacked  the  sledge.  The  fatigue  party 
consisting  of  eight  men,  with  Mr.  Wynniatt  and 
myself,  then  put  themselves  in  harness  and  advanced ; 
the  remainder  of  the  crew  greeting  us  with  tluiee 
cheers,  retruced  their  steps  to  the  ship.  Our  course 
for  the  space  of  an  hour  lay  over  a  fine  level  space  of 
young  fioe,  parallel  to  and  distant  about  three  miles 
from  the  eastern  shore,  after  which  we  came  on  some 


I 

■ 
I 


KBTURN    or    FATir.UK    TARTT. 


273 


very  licftvy  packed  ire,  which  wc  could  not  attempt 
to  pass,  but  kcj>t  away  along  its  edge  for  the  re- 
mntnder  of  the  joimiey.  When  nbout  fiftcL-n  miles 
distant  from  the  ship,  it  was  not  considered  prudent 
that  we  should  proceed  further ;  a  heavy  snow  drift 
coming  on,  difficulty  might  be  experienced  in  again 
finding  the  ship,  and  being  without  a  tent  or  other 
oovcring,  wo  were  obliged  to  return. 

Cftptain  M'Clure,  (who  was  acconipauied  by  Mr. 
Court  for  the  purpose  of  taking  observations),  and  a 
party  of  five  men,  having  previonaly  refreshed  them- 
I  selves  with  a  little  water  and  biscuit,  then  took 
chaise  of  the  sletlpc  —  our  little  band  spiTding 
them  on  tbcir  way  with  three  hearty  cheers,  whieh 
they  as  heartily  returned  and  proceeded  on  their 
journey.  There  was  a  strange  aud  pleasurable  feeling 
of  excitement  in  this  scene — one  small  group  of 
men  cheering  on  another  proceeding  upon  an  enter- 
prising and  hazanlous  sen'iee,  enveloped,  as  we 
then  were  in  a  cloud  of  snow-drift.  We  turned  from 
each  other,  and  were  soon  lost  to  view,  but  gladly 
wwdd  any  one  of  us  liavc  participated  in  tbcir  labour 
had  it  been  so  decreed.  Our  parly  requiring  some 
pefrcshment  after  their  long  march,  we  found  that  the 
delay  of  a  few  minutes  produced  sueli  intense  cold, 
with  a  sharp  cutting  bi-ecae  against  us,  that  we  were 
unable  to  hall,  and  wci-e  aceordingly  obliged  to  eut 
as  we  kept  moving,  each  of  us  having  been  provided 
with  a  day's  provisions.    We  followed  the  wcslwju-d 
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roat«,  and,  about  6  am.,  having  crossed  tlie  reccsit 
tracks  of  se\enl  bears  and  foxes,  reached  the  ship  in 
aaSetj.  About  two  horns  after  oar  retnrn.  wc  wen 
all  much  astonished  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Court,  and 
ooe  of  the  paitj ;  &om  whom  we  learned  that  somi 
after  they  had  left  us  they  met  with  rough  and 
heavily  packed  ice,  nhich  damaged  the  dedge.  It  was 
repaired ;  but  subsequently  became  so  broken,  that 
tbey  were  rendered  incapable  of  making  any  further 
advance,  and  encamped  but  a  short  distance  &om 
where  we  had  parted  with  them.  Messengers  were 
at  once  dispatched  to  the  ship  with  the  intelligence, 
and  orders  to  rejoin  the  party  on  the  following  morn- 
ing with  another  sledge,  and  an  additional  man ;  as 
five  were  found  insufficient  for  the  work.  The  occur- 
rence of  the  accident  was  a  source  of  great  regret*  as 
it  caused  the  delay  of  one  day  ;  very  valuable  at  that 
aeaaon  of  the  year. 

Karly  on  the  following  morning,  the  2'2nd,  they 
again  started  witli  a  new  sledge,  accompanied  by  a 
&tigac  party,  in  charge  of  Sir.  W}'nuiatt,  to  rejoin 
Captain  M'^Clore.  I  much  regretted  that  a  slight 
accident  which  I  met  with  on  the  prcriooB  day's 
journey,  prevented  mcfrom  acaJmponying  them.  Tbey 
were  provided  on  this  occasion  with  a  tent,  a  day's 
provisions,  and  other  neccasarics,  in  the  probable  event 
of  their  being  unable  to  return  to  the  ship  that  evening. 
As  night  closed  in  with  a  fresh  breeze  and  snow-drift, 
lights  were  hoisted  and  rockets  fired  at  iiitcrvAls  to 
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giiide  the  travellers  to  tlic  ship  ;  but  they  did  not  make 
their  appearance  until  the  follomng  day  towards  noon. 
They  informed  us,  that  they  reached  the  Captain's 
psity  the  previous  day  almut  2  p.m.,  that,  having  ex- 
changed sledges  and  repaired  the  hroken  one,  the 
former  proceeded  on  their  journey,  and  they  retruced 
their  steps.  In  consequence  of  the  heavy  snow-drift 
which  had  ect  in,  they  found  thcu*  way  cousidcmbly 
impeded,  and  ultimately  lost  the  sledge-track  of  tho 
morning.  As  the  ship  was  not  visible,  and  could  not 
be  reached  without  risk,  the  certainty  of  umch  labour 
and  probability  of  casualties,  tbey  €ncam|)ed  on  the 
ill-shore  ice  for  the  night,  which  they  passtd  as  com- 
fortably as  circumstances  would  admit,  and  next 
morning  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  tho  '  Invciitigator ' 
distant  only  about  four  miles.  They  returned  on  boanl, 
having  sul}crc<l  only  a  few  frost-bites. 

No  occurrence  of  interest  took  place  for  the  next 
few  days ;  a  party  of  men  were  employed  in  erecting 
a  large  cairn  as  a  landmark  on  the  summit  of  the 
larger  of  the  Princess  Royal  Islands.  I  occupied 
myself  for  some  days  in  examining  and  removing 
from  these  islands,  specimens  of  their  formation,  and  I 
can  affirm  that  geologizing  at  a  temperature  from  15 
to  20  degrees  below  zero,  is  not  the  most  agreeable 
occupation - 

On  the  29th,  some  of  our  ofliccra  went  on  an  ex- 
cmrBion  to  Prince  Albert's  Land,  where  they  fortunately 
met  with  a  herd  of  five  musk  oxen.      These  animals 
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were  [inKMiwluig  soultiwan!,  aiid  flie  parly  having  got 
them  ill  ii  »urt  of  tlcU,  or  ravim;,  ttxik  up  a  judirioiut 
position,  and  ufter  a  cousidurable  expeuUituro  uf  aiiiiniu 
nitiou  all  fell  but  one — the  leader  of  the  herd,  who 
hud  takei)  the  post  of  honour  in  front,  and  received  no 
less  than  seven  bolls  bcfowj  he  dropped.  This  wiw, 
indeed,  nu  less  un  micxpceled  Uiuii  fui'tunatc  occiir- 
rence,  and  much  too  valmd)le  a  prize  to  be  left  on  the 
huid  during  the  nij^ht,  a  prey  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
any  hungT)' animals  that  mi^ht  be  prowling  about.  It 
was  accordingly  determined  that  two  of  the  party,  Mr. 
Sainsburj-,  and  the  ice-mate,  (both  of  whom  hud  been 
frost-bitten,  the  latter  very  severely),  should  return  to 
the  ship  with  the  intelligence,  while  the  olbcre,  (Mr. 
Paine,  the  interpreter,  and  a  marine),  remtuncd  to 
giuril  their  prize.  As  driltwowl  was  abundant,  they 
kindled  u  fue  In  a  sheltered  situation. 

On  receipt  of  the  intelligence,  Lieutenant  Cresswell 
and  Mr.  Piers,  [Assistant  Sugcon),  with  three  men,  a 
sledge,  tent,  and  provisions,  were  dispatched  to  the 
travellers  on  shore,  to  enable  them  to  pass  the  night, 
as  best  they  could  in  that  dreary  locality. 

liarly  on  tlic  30th,  therefore,  two  fatigue  parties  in 
charge  of  tlie  Boatswain  and  •Carjjenter,  were  dis- 
patchei]  to  the  bivouac,  with  adiUliomJ  sledges  to 
Bssist  in  the  removal  of  the  animals ;  these  we  n'ere 
nil  extremely  anxious  to  see,  as  we  had  heard  so 
much  about  them. 

The  moniing  Wing  cloudy,  and  overcast  with  moch 
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feiiow-drift,  the  Innd  was  quite  sliut  out  from  view, 
and  the  nou-appeantnce  of  the  party  nfter  noon  wns  a 
source  of  consiclenible  nnxictv.  Two  men  wcis) 
or<Iurc<I  lo  jiroctred  towards  the  shore ;  but  not  to  lose 
sight  of  the  ship — they  were  provided  with  inuakpts 
to  fire  nt  intervals,  in  order  to  attract  attention. 
Fortuntituly,  however,  the  snow-drift  having  cleared 
away  as  the  wiud  fell  light,  we  were  euablud  to 
observe  n  dark  speck  at  a  oonsidcntble  distance, 
wending  its  way  through  the  rough  ice,  which  left  no 
doubt  of  the  approach  of  the  party.  They  soon  arw 
rived  with  three  of  the  nnimofe ;  one  of  the  sledges 
bftving  bmkeu  down  with  the  rcmuiuing  two  was  left 
on  the  ice,  but  was  brouglit  in  afterwards. 

'Plie  larger  of  the  oxen  we  cstiinuted  at  about  six 
cwt. ;  from  his  apparent  antiquity,  he  was  leader  of 
the  lierd.  The  grupliic  account  given  by  the  sports- 
men of  the  position  assumed  by  the  dam  and  sire  in 
front  for  the  protection  of  the  otherB,  when  brought 
to  bay,  was  veiy  interesting,  and  afforded  strong 
proof  of  thuir  aRcctionatc  iiisliuet. 

They  consisted  of  three  bulls,  a  cow,  and  a  calf, 
and  afforded  us  an  aggregate  weight  of  1,209  lbs.  of 
excellent  meat,  whieh  proved  a  most  welcome  adilition 
to  our  stock  of  pi-ovifiioiis,  conung  as  it  did  so  op- 
portunely at  the  commencement  of  winter. 

As  the  weather  was  daily  becoming  colder,  we  were 
nnxiou.fIy  looking  out  for  the  return  of  tlic  ]>arty  from 
the   northward,  burned  blue  lights,   and   threw  up 
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rockets  nightly,  to  point  not  oar  position.  On  the 
momin*?  of  the  31st,  about  8  o'clock  wc  were  astonished 
hy  the  arrival  of  Captain  M'Clnre,  unaccompanied 
by  anj  of  his  party.  He  bod  separated  from  tbem 
the  previous  evening,  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  distant 
from  the  ship,  with  a  view  of  getting  on  boon!  before 
them,  to  announce  their  approach,  and  send  oat 
assisfcincc,  as  they  had  suffered  much  on  the  journey; 
but  darkncas  and  snow-drift  coming  on,  he  lost  his 
way,  and  with  nothing  but  his  travelling  clothing  on, 
witlistood  the  rigour  of  the  night. 

Although  no  doubt  could  I>c  entertained  ns  to  the 
eristcncc  of  the  Passage,  from  our  previous  observa- 
tions, yet  we  hailed  with  great  gladness,  their  entire 
confirmation  on  tlie  return  of  Captain  M'Clure,  As 
no  ofBciat  announcement  of  it  Imd  1>ecn  previously 
made,  the  present  was  considered  a  fit  opportunity  for 
doing  so,  and  in  these  simple  words  our  great  Dis- 
coverv'  was  recorded  in  the  ship's  log. 

"October 31st,  the  Captain  returned  at  8.30.  A.M., 
and  at  11.30.  a.m.,  the  remainder  of  the  party 
having,  upon  the  26th  instant,  ascertained  that  the 
waters  we  arc  now  in  communicate  with  those  of 
Barrow  Strait,  the  north-cast«m  limit  being  in  latitude 
73'  31',  N.  longitude  11 1*  39',  W.  thus  establishing 
the  existence  of  a  Nokth-Wkst  Passaok  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans." 

Tims  was  established  the  greatest  Maritime  Dis- 
covery of  the  age,  which   for  three  centuries  had 
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bqfflcd  tlio  skiB,  enterprize,  and  energy  of  the 
dvilizcd  world.  It  had  been  under  the  guidance  and 
mercy  of  Piwidcnce,  achieved  by  us,  when  in 
search  of  the  expedition,  tbnt  was  lost  in  making  the 
attempt  to  diacovcr  it.  We  could  not  tljcrefoni  but 
expfficiice  an  indescribable  fcelixig  of  pride  and  plea- 
sure, ill  knowing  that  through  our  single-handed 
eSorla,  additional  lustre  had  thus  been  added  to  the 
hitherto  auspicious  reign  of  our  most  Gracious  Sove- 
reign, while  the  maritime  greatness  and  glory  of  our 
country  were  still  further  elevated  above  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  ;  the  solution  of  this  great  enigma  leaving 
nothing  undone  to  confirm  Great  Britain's  Queen — 
Empress  of  the  Sea. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22nd,  the  exploring  party 
advanced  some  three  or  four  niiles,  after  which  they 
made  dailv  about  scvcnteeu   miles   in  a  north-east 

It 

course ;  this,  niakuig  allowance  for  ice  travelling  could 
not  be  estimated  at  less  than  twenty  miles,  and  thus 
they  had  advanced  seventy-six  miles.  The  general 
character  of  the  ice  was  not  materially  dificrcnt  from 
that  seen  on  the  firet  day's  journey ;  the  young  floes 
were  numerous,  of  great  extent,  and  afforded  every 
groimd  for  hope,  that  the  '  Investigator'  would  iwss 
through  the  Strait  in  safety,  in  the  following  year. 

Ou  the  26th,  the  travellers  encamped  on  the  extre- 
mity of  a  low  point,  the  north-eastern  termination  of 
Banks*  Land,  from  which  arose  high  land,  corres- 
ponding with  the  line  laid  down  on  the  chart,  as 
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wen  by  Sir  B.  Pairr.  Tbejr  Mwaded  to  its  sanmuly 
otimated  at  fK»0  feet  high.  This  afforded  them  s 
commanding  rieir  of  that  expansive  ice  miste,  known 
fts  Bamw  Strait,  but  sabscqaeatlj  nsmcd  Pony 
Sound,  eoablmg  them  to  see  Uie  botd  outline  of  the 
laztd  on  which  they  stooil,  tnnitling  awmy  to  the  north' 
west,  >nd  that  of  the  opposite  shtffe  to  the  noilh-eftst, 
with  no  land  intervening  between  their  position  and 
Melville  Island,  the  loom  of  which  they  saw. 
Stupcndoas  floes  and  heavily  padded  ice  alone 
occupied  that  sea,  which  Panr  had  success&dty 
navigated  thirty  yean  before.  Thus  fully  verifying 
what  we  had  obscTved  from  the  top  of  Mount 
Adventure,  on  the  lOtb  of  October — couclusivc  and 
actual  proof  now  lay  before  them. 

I  may  here  pause  to  pay  a  tribute  of  my  admiratioa 
to  the  memor)-  of  the  late  Sir  Edward  Pam,  the 
great  and  dUtinguisbud  Pioneer  of  Arctic  Discmery, 
who,  although  not  tlic  fortunate  discovfrer  of 
that  Passage  he  had  so  long  and  nobly  sought  for, 
it  waa  through  his  undaunted  perseverance,  for- 
titude, energy  and  judgment  exhibited  in  the  great 
and  extensive  discoveries  made  by  the  successive 
expeditions  under  his  coniiuand,  that  we  were 
enabled  to  establish  'tis  existence.  With  our  previous 
knouli-dgi;  of  the  relalivc  dispooition  of  land  and 
ice  principally  as  regards  Melville  Island  and  Boukti* 
Land,  to  the  north,  and  Wollaston  and  Victoria 
Lands    to    the    south,    did    we    foUow   the  coun^ 
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with  Q  degree  of  con6dence  we  could  Dot  other- 
wise have  experienced,  thnt  led  to  owr  discovery. 
He  it  was,  nlso,  who  first  wiritered  with  ships  in  (ho 
Arctic  fegions,  and  the  ndmirnble  mid  no  less  originiU 
system  of  routine  then  adopted,  with  such  excellent 
results,  has  been  followed  by  all  subsctjuent  expe- 
ditions with  but  little  improvement.  Nor  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject  cnn  1  pass  over  tlic  jianio 
of  that  able,  intrepid  tmvcUer,  and  distinguished 
philosoplier,  Sir  John  Richardson ;  who  oa  the  dis- 
coverer of  Wollaston  and  Victoria  Lands,  the  iutimate 
firiend  and  assoeiale  of  ttie  heroic  Frankhu  in  his 
earlier  expctlitions,  had  materially  contril)nted  to 
ma  success ;  for  it  was  in  the  hope  of  reaching  the 
former  land  that  we  stood  to  the  eastward  on  lirst 
discovering  Baring  Island,  which  ultimately  led  ua 
into  the  Strait  of  Prince  of  Wales.  Surely  then  tlicir 
names,  no  less  from  priority  tlian  f^reat  servioes,  claim 
a  first  phice  in  the  page  of  Arctic  History. 

TIh;  bill  where  our  travellers  stood,  and  whence 
their  observations  were  made,  was  appropriately  named 
•Mount  Observation,'  from  the  extensive  view  it 
affordeil ;  and  the  expansion  of  the  Strait  at  its 
tenuinatioti  was  called  'Investigator  Sound,'  that 
tho  uunc  of  our  ship  might  he  perj>ctuated  in  those 
JOT  seas,  she  had  hitherto  navigatetl  in  safety.  Tlic 
points  whicli  flanked  its  eotrance  were  respectively 
honoured  with  the  names  of  I^ord  John  Russell,  and 
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the  Inte  Sir  Roljert  "Peel,*  and  arc  destined  to  remain 
in  perpetual  oppoeition  to  cnch  other. 

On  Sunday  the  27th,  our  intrepid  party  comnienccd 
their  homcwurd  journey,  previously  erecting  a  cairn 
on  the  site  of  their  bivouac,  in  the  centre  of  wUicli 
was  deposited  a  scroll  couiaiiiing  an  account  of  iho 
diucovt-ry,  the  ship's  name,  position,  &c.  to  guide,  if 
possiblcj  any  traveller  tliat  might  como  along  the 
coast,  to  a  depdt  of  safety  and  succour.  In  the 
evening  they  encamped  in  the  same  position  they  had 
occupied  on  the  previous  Friday  night ;  after  wUicli 
they  took  the  fornicr  sludge  track  Fur  their  guide,  and 
on  Tuesday  morning  found  themselves  only  forty-six 
milcj  distant,  from  the  ship,  which  they  expected  to 
reach  the  following  night. 

Accordingly  on  Wednesday  the  30th,  about  2  p.m. 
when  obout  ten  miles  distant,  CapLnin  M'Cluru  left 
them  in  the  hope  of  reactiing  the  ship  to  auuouncc 
their  coming,  and  have  prepare*!  for  them  the  tirst 
hot  meal  they  would  have  eaten  since  their  departure. 
Darkness,  however,  soon  set  in  with  a  breeze  and 
snow-drift,  and  unable  to  roacli  the  ship,  ho  continued 
wandering  over  the  ice,  suffering  from  fatigue  and 
hunger  for  the  remainder  of  the  niglit.  At  one  time 
he  became  so  exhausted  by  cold  and  falling  on  the 

•  Wc  were  uot  th^D  awaiv,  nor  fgr  boii»p  years  sulispqnently, 
of  the  tWnth  of  thiti  Uninitod  and  diilingtiiilim)  Htatoenan. 
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rough  ice,  that  he  made  a  enow  bed  under  the  lee  of 
a  large  hummock,  where  half  steeping  and  %valcmg  he 
remained  until  the  otmosphcru  became  clearer  and 
displayed  n  stur,  which  he  imnicdititely  took  as  a 
guide  and  put  himself  once  more  in  motion.  A\lien 
daylight  came,  he  ascertained  that  h«  was  to  the 
south  of  the  islands  on  the  westem  shore  about  four 
miles  from  the  ship  ;  towards  which,  faint  and  weary, 
he  wendod  his  way.  The  party  advaneed,  until,  from 
similar  causes,  finding  they  could  not  with  any  degree 
of  certainty  make  out  the  position  of  the  ship,  they 
encamped  about  seven  miles  from  us,  and  burned 
several  blue  lights,  which  fi-om  the  distance  and  tho 
presence  of  snow-drift,  could  not  be  seen  by  na  ;  but 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Captain,  a  fatigue  party  under 
Mr.  Wynniatt  was  at  once  dispatched  to  their 
assistance.  At  11.30  we  all  assembled  on  tlie  ice, 
and  with  throe  hearty  cheers  followed  by  warm 
congratulations,  wo  welcomed  their  return. 

The  circumstances  under  which  this  journey  was 
performed  were  such  as  well  tested  the  energy,  physical 
powers  and  capability  of  endurance  of  those  engaged 
in  it  in  an  extreme  degree.  Travelling  in  the  Arctb 
regions  at  such  an  advanced  period  of  the  year,  was  pre- 
viously unknown.  It  became,  however,  a  matter  of  vital 
importance  in  consideration  of  the  critteal  position  in 
which  we  were  placed,  and  in  furthcnmce  of  the 
object  of  the  expedition,  that  our  exact  situation  should 
be  ascertained  previous  to  the  ice  breaking  up  in  the 
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coming  setison,  tliat  our  spring  wim|)iiign  iiiiglit  be 
undertaieii  ill  accorckiice  with  tlie  nature  of  our 
position.  The  low  altitude  of  the  sun,  causing  a 
dnily  decrease  in  temperature,  with  only  about  eight 
hours'  daylight,  was  calculated  to  increase  the  {litticiil- 
ties  of  ice  traveUing  to  a  d(.-gw^  the  experienced  only 
can  iiiiiigine. 

The  travellers  generally  commenced  their  journey 
at  7.30,  having  previously  taken  what  was  denominated 
brealifast — a  little  cocoa  mixed  with  tepid  water,  (thi: 
fuel,  spirits  of  wine,  not  being  sufKcient  to  l>oil  it). 
Atl  P.M.  they  halted,  when  tUoy  took  their  grog,  and 
about  5.30  eueaniped.  Then  came  a  dillieulty,  from 
the  fact  of  the  buflalo  rol)e8,  blanket  sleeping  bags, 
and  tarpitulin.  being  so  hard  and  frozen  that  on  pitch- 
ing tlie  teut  they  could  not  he  spread,  and  thawing 
could  be  produced  only  by  the  entire  pHrty  laying 
on,  and  imparting  to  them  that  warmth  from  their 
bodies,  which  tlicy  could  so  badly  spare ;  thus,  after 
passing  a  few  hours  in  this  way,  their  only  pro- 
tection from  thv  rigoiu"  of  the  cold  could  be  mode 
available.  Sleep  was  disturlied,  and  rendered  but 
little  refreshing,  by  the  cold  produced  by  theb'  half 
frozen  garments,  at  a  tenipeniture  varying  from  seven 
to  fifteen  degrees  below  zero.  The  small  consumption 
of  food  during  the  journey  was  quite  wonderful ;  it 
amounto<]  only  to  eighteen  pounds  of  pemniican, 
thirty-one  pounds  of  biseuit,  and  eight  pounds  of 
oatmeal ;  the  jieriod  of  travelling  was  nine  diiys  throo 
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hotirs,  and  instead  of  there  being  a  decrease  of  nt-ight 
from  tliLs  consumption,  the  contciitB  of  tliL-  sledge 
actually  weighed  one  Imndre  1  pounds  more  timn  when 
they  started,  from  the  accumuUition  of  ice  on  the 
blankets,  tents,  coverings,  &c.,  caused  by  the  vapour 
emanating  from  their  bodies,  being  rapidly  converted 
into  frost,  and  deposited  on  everything  around  The 
wunt  of  wntcr  wiis  most  sevcR^Iy  felt,  as  melting  the  ice 
genemlly  entailed  loss  of  lime;  and  the  quantity  of 
fuel  taken  proving  much  too  small,  the  water  wna 
consequently  liioited;  but  all  united  in  saying  that 
any  sacrificx;  would  willingly  have  been  made  for  the 
smallest  quantity,  when  thirst  wns  »o  intense.  To  the 
waot,  therefore,  of  this  luxury  may  be  attributed  the 
'inability  of  the  travellers  to  eat,  as  thirst  whs  always 
an  aceoiupaniment  and  early  sign  of  the  exhaustion 
ever  present  after  their  day  of  laborious  exertion. 

The  pcmmican*  was  not  ndished  from  their  being 
obliged  to  eat  it  cold,  which  iucroascd  the  thirst. 


■  The  pcmmicoii  prepBreil  for  Sir  J.  Btolianlson's  ctpfdilion 
vu  made'  at  tlie  Clarcucc  Virtualliug  Yard,  ns  fotltiwt:  the  meat 
from  which  the  fat  aad  mcmbrani-oiis  parU  were  pored  nwny, 
and  cul  in  ptctes.  in  lirii^d  on  a  malt-kiln  over  a  »low  fire  until  its 
tnobturc  was  entirely  disMpatn],  and  the  Jibre  of  llic  ucat 
became  friihk' ;  it  was  tlien  ground  in  a  mah-mill,  when  it 
naembled  fliielv'girated  meat ;  being  next  tnixrd  with  acnrlv  ou 
eqnal  weight  of  mvlted  beirf  miei  or  lanl,  l]i<!  preparation  of  plain 
peminirnii  wm  complete, — R'uhanhon'a  Boat  Foynge.  In  th« 
nortii,  Tciudccr  aiid  buifiilo  llc:^  u  aubetituled  rorb«er,aud  Diixed 
vritb  a  third  uf  '\\»  w«tgiit  of  fal. — Author, 
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Tt  was  coaiaeqiiently  bnt  spaiehr  eatcD — not,  ttcnr. 
ever,  from  anj  dislike  to  this  food.  Pmioos  to 
tlietr  staitingj  I  reoommended  that  oatmeal  aboold  be 
taken,  and  given  to  the  luen  with  a  little  water  wlien 
thiisty;  this  I  had  elsewbae  seen  practised  with 
good  eifccta,  and  though  but  an  indifferent  subetituta 
for  peramicaD.  it  was  not  onlj  taken  in  tlie  water  but 
in  the  cocoa.  It  was  found  to  suppwl  strength,  in 
addition  to  which  it  was  much  relished,  and  afterwards 
highly  spoken  of  as  an  article  of  diet  on  such  service. 
Tlicir  privations  almost  entirely  arose  &om  the  quantity 
of  fttei  being  inadequate  to  their  wonts.  They  had 
all  IciSt  oonsidunibly  in  flesh,  and  were  more  or  less 
frost-bitten,  but  no  other  cnsunlties  occurred.  Al- 
though the  result  of  this  journey  had  been  anticipated, 
we  hailed  it  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  the 
perseverance,  eoei^'  and  zeal  with  which  it  was 
pcrfornicKl,  must  ever  redound  to  the  credit  of  Captain 
M'Clurc  and  all  engaged  in  it. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  the  thickness  of  yoimg 
ice  was  found  to  be  twenty  inches :  preparations 
were  maile  for  finally  closing  in  for  the  winter,  the 
teni[)erature  between  decks  at  night  having  fallen 
to  7® — the  hatches  were  closeil  and  the  usual 
housing  placed  over  the  ship.  A  bed  of  snow  about 
sixteen  inches  deep  was  laid  on  the  upper  deck,  over 
which  a  macadamized  covering  of  sand  and  gnivcl 
was  spread,  and  an  enibunkmont  of  snow  about  eight 
feet  was  built  around  the  ship;  both  of  which  con- 
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tributed  largely  to  maintain  wnrmth  in  the  interior. 
VeiilUation  was  tlie  next  subject  whicli  required  oiir 
atteDtion,  luid  n-o  fuiopted  the  principle,  I  Wlievc, 
first  pro|M)8ed  aud  act<:d  ou  by  the  late  Captain  Owen 
Stanley,  when  Lientenant  of  H.M.S.  'Teiror/  in  a 
former  expedition ;  for  simplicity  and  c£Scacy  it  is 
deserving  great  praise,  as  nothing  better  could  be 
adopted  with  tlie  i-csoiirccs  at  our  command.  It 
consisted  of  copper  tubes  from  ten  to  sixteen  inclies 
in  diameter,  passing  through  the  deck,  from  the  top 
of  which  canvas  funnels  were  attached,  and  conducted 
through  the  housing  cloth  to  the  open  air,  to  the 
height  of  about  fifteen  feet.  These  promoted  a  good 
draught  and  the  free  escape  of  the  foul  air  generated 
below,  as  was  evidenced  in  the  ilcnse  volume  of 
vapottr  which  ever  issued  from  their  tops.  By  this 
means  and  from  the  fact  of  the  men  having  been 
kept  off  the  lower  deck  for  so  many  hours  of  the  day, 
the  air  between  decks  was  rendered  much  more 
salubrioua  and  conducive  to  health  and  comfort,  than 
it  would  otherwise  have  been  ;  notwithstanding  our 
best  efforts,  it  was  humid  and  impure,  from  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  vapour  that  could  not  escape 
was  condensed  by  the  coldness  of  the  deck.  But 
on  this  principle  of  ventilation,  should  8hi|)s  be 
prepared  for  wintering  in  the  Arctic  Regions ;  it 
admits,  liowever,  of  ver)-  considerable  improvement, 
and  would  have  been  rendered  much  more  perfect 
vHh  a  larger  allowance  of  coals,  and  an  additional 
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stove  ou  the  lower  deck,  which  woiiltl  not  only  prevent 
in  a  great  degree  the  condensatioD  of  vapour  and 
consequent  humidity  of  atmosphere,  but  focilitnte  the 
escape  of  impure  air,  and  contributr  to  the  gmenl 
warmth,  dryness  and  salubrity  of  the  ship. 

Fires  were  about  this  time  lighted,  which  incladed 
Byhrester's  stove  for  the  general  warmth  of  the  ship, 
a  small  stove  in  the  Sick  Bay,  in  which  seven  pounds 
of  coals  were  daily  consumed ;  one  in  the  officers'  tness* 
room,  where  from  eight  to  twelve  pounds  of  coals 
were  burned,  (the  latter  only  in  the  depth  of  winter), 
and  one  in  the  captain's  cabin,  for  which  sixteen 
pounds  were  daily  issued — in  atldition  to  which  there 
was  the  galley  6re,  or  the  lower  deck  for  cooking 
throughout  the  day.  From  this  it  will  be  seen,  our  firee 
could  not  have  been  of  a  very  extravagant  character, 
and  the  value  of  fuel  in  the  Arctic  Regions  may  be 
duly  estimated, 

A  school  was,  at  the  same  time,  established  for  the 
instruction  of  the  men  in  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,  each  evening  on  the  lower  deck,  which 
was  well  attended,  and  proved  an  agreeable  source  of 
occupation  to  many. 

For  the  feyr  first  days  in  November,  we  were 
variously  employed — a  road  was  formed  to  the  Princess 
lloyal  Islands  by  levelling  the  ice,  and  marked  with 
polea,  as  guides;  thi!  cairn  was  completed,  and  on  the 
6th,  when  making  my  last  ^isit  to  tlicm  with  a  slcdgo 
partjr,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the 
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speciuiens  collected,  we  were  on  our  netum  canglit  in 
a  siiow-stunu  witli  a  licavy  gale  from  the  south-west, 
wliicli  obliterated  any  trace  to  guiile  our  return,  and 
shut  the  ship  out  from  view.  Guns,  however,  were 
fired  at  intervals,  to  direct  us  towards  her,  some  alarm 
having  tiecn  felt  nt  our  absence.  The  incren»ing 
intensity  of  the  cold  rendered  us  lUmost  inenpable 
of  facing  the  higli  wind ;  and  the  consequence 
was,  Uiat  the  repeatcil  exposure  of  the  tmnda  to 
restore  animation  to  the  face,  caused  the  fonner  to 
become  also  frost-bitten.  My  right  hand  was  so 
severely  bitten,  and  the  mischief  spread  with  so  much 
rapidity,  that  on  reaching  the  ship,  it  wns  n  stifl*,  Froxen 
■nose.  I  hod  not  the  slightest  ability  to  bend  it,  and, 
on  plunging  it  into  a  boson  of  cold  water,  a  thin  film 
of  ice  formed  on  the  surface.  I  lost  the  use  of  it  for 
0  period  of  two  months,  and  was,  for  a  time,  appre- 
hensive of  its  safety. 

On  the  Uth  of  November,  the  Sun  took  his  de- 
parture— the  day  was  beautifully  deur  autl  serene,  one 
of  the  few  fine  daya  we  had  lately  had,  as  the 
weather  hail  been,  for  the  most  part,  very  tempestuous. 
There  was  scarcely  a  breath  of  wind,  and  the  tem- 
perature had  fallen  to  38°  below  zero.  ^Tien  the  last 
glimpse  of  the  sun  was  revealed  to  us  as  he  reached  his 
meridian,  he  displayed  in  gorgeous  splendour  on  the 
margin  of  the  southern  horizon,  a  segment  of  his  upper 
limb,  and  as  if  to  add  greater  effect  to  tliis,  his  last 
appearance  in  these  drear}'  solitudes,  his  rays  were 
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matt  tnthfoilj  itfleded  od  the  vcstcrn  skr,  from 
whenoev  sheiUmg  their  prinmirir  tinU  on  cbe  bnii 
beneath,  he  imptoted  u  ippcancwe  of  rtre  beanty  lo 
the  scene;  when  atSbese  ud  aotttnde  alone  piemfed. 
Ihos  commcnoed  the  loag  Pohr  n^t  of  dreaiioess 
and  gloom. 

Everjthing  stthatime  won  ■  truly  vintnr  aspect ; 
■DOW  bad  &BeD  in  ooDsidendJe  qiiaotitic&,  and  ttotlung 
but  a  onifcnn  white  soxfooe  met  the  e|3re  vberever  it 
wandered.  The  ship  waa  completely  embedded 
in  H.  and  appeared  as  if  she  could  nerer  more 
again.  A  death-like  stiHjiess  reigD«d  arouDd,  which  it 
vaa  ddightfnl  to  bear  intemipted  hj  the  sound  of  a 
Toicc  or  the  tread  of  a  footstep,  oo  the  frooeo  suiftce 
of  the  mow.  'Hie  sligfatest  incideDt  was  gladly 
aeized  on  as  a  subject  of  conversation  and  comment ; 
and  thankful  did  we  feel  for  the  agreeable  excitement 
afforded  by  tbc  occasional  visit  of  a  Raven  *  the  cap> 
tore  of  a  Fox,  tbe  pole  bright  light  of  the  moon,  with 
occasional  puraselleus,  tbe  bnlliaiit  splendour  of  tbe 
Anron,  the  constant  presence  of  stars,  or  the  meteoric 
flash  of  aerolites. 

It  was  sarpmiDg  with  what  readiness  men  accom- 


T  *  We  were  Tinted  dmost  daily  by  two  Barcns,  which  1 1 rmc <1 
tbe  Strait  frora  wist  (o  cut,  and  rcUtrocd  again  in  a  few  bonn^ 
but  before  tbe  c)o*r  of  wintrr  oue  oolj  was  ubsrrved  ;  Mid  t»x\y 
D  the  (pring,  wben  ruiitiiig  the  Wcitcm  Land,  fouud  ibe  wing- 
fcotben  of  our  miMiiig  fticnd,  wliicb  had,  no  doabt,  become  ' 
prey  of  a  Pen. 
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m^dated  themselves  to  a  mode  of  life,  strange  and 
novel  to  the  majority  of  tbein,  and  how  readily  they 
turned  every  event  to  good  account.  It  is  on  such 
sen'icc,  that  fertility  'of  resource  is  ever  advan- 
tageous— a  fertility  that  great  author  of  invention — 
Necessity,  never  fails  to  bring  into  play.  It  was  really 
astonishing  to  witness  the  number  of  tradesmen  tliat 
were  lo  he  seen  at  night,  on  our  lower  deck,  all 
actively  engaged  at  their  respective  pursuits ;  tailors, 
bootmakers,  and  knitters:  a  great  variety  of  needlework, 
everything,  in  fact,  that  a  needle  is  capable  of  doing, 
was,  at  letist,  attempted ;  and  it  was  no  less  laudable 
than  strange  to  observe  Ihc  progress  which  ingenuity, 
and  industry  enabled  them  to  make,  and  the  degree 
of  perfection  which  they  ultimately  attjiined,  as  they 
were,  I  may  say,  nil  self-taught.  Nor  was  reading, 
and  improvement  of  the  mind  generally  forgotten ;  for 
while  thus  engaged  at  work  in  groups,  they  generally 
had  the  best  scholar  (qs  he  was  termed,)  engaged 
reading  to  them  aJoud.  Thus  were  the  evenings 
passed — the  day  being  occupied  in  exercise,  and  the 
light  duties  they  were  occasionally  called  on  to 
perform. 

Vt'c  had  happily  entered  on  the  winter  in  good 
health  and  spirits,  and  prt^ared  to  await  with  patience 
until  daylight  should  again  return,  and  the  season  of 
active  operations  should  commence.  The  weather 
throughout  the  entire  of  November  was  for  tlie  most 
part  boisterous.      Northerly  winds  prevailed,  and  the 
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temperature  ranged  from  zero  to  32'  above  it ;  showing 
a  mean  for  the  month  of — 1 0^  2*.  that  of  the  Iowcr-<leck 
4S°  F.  and  height  of  marijie  barometer  29.739  io. 

December  wus  ushered  in  with  a  north-westerlv  gale, 
and  heavj  snow-drift ;  the  thickness  of  the  ice  had  in- 
creased lOJ  inches,  being  found  to  be  2  fk.  6|  inches. 
No  incidents  of  consequence  occurred  to  render  it  in 
any  degree  more  marked,  if  I  except  the  capture  of  a 
few  foxes  in  our  traps,  which  afforded  us  the  rare, 
exciting  sport  of  a  hunt,  after  a  fasliion  of  our  own. 
The  little  captive  was  "  unearthed"  from  its  trap  on  a 
large  neighbouring  floe,  whore  we  formed  a  cirde 
some  200  or  300  yards  in  diameter,  to  prevent  ita 
escape,  wheu  piusued  by  a  little  Esquimaux  Dog  we 
bad  brought  from  the  coast  of  North  jVmenca,  and 
which  we  had,  for  the  occasion,  raised  to  the  digiut]r 
of  a  foxhound.  The  chase  invariably  proveil  amuaiilg, 
and  never  failed  to  afford  us  a  pleasing  degree  of 
excitement,  as  long  us  the  cold  enabled  us  to  remain 
spectators ;  but,  indeed,  nothing  faib  to  prove  ex- 
citing to  lucu  under  such  drciuustanccs,  trifling  as  it 
may  be. 

The  winter  solstice,  at  length,  came — an  important 
epoch  in  our  calendar,  as  we  were  aware  from  this 
period,  that  the  sun  was  again  on  his  way  towards 
us,  and  that  one  half  of  the  season  of  darkness  had 
then  been  passed. 

The  advent  of  Christmas  was  cheerfully  welcomed. 
Our  best  efforts  were  bestowed  to  make  it  pass  with 
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'aa  much  hilarity  as  circumstances,  and  our  own  re- 
sources, could  admit  of.  Our  larders  were  mnsackcd 
for  the  choicest  dainties;  and,  amongst  the  rarities 
producetl.  were  beef  six  months  ohl,  wliich  had  been 
nearly  all  that  period  frozen,  and  a  sirloin  of  musk 
ox,  which  would  have  omaiiicnted  any  table  in  a  more 
temperate  clinie.  Many  an  anxious,  longing  thought 
wa8  bestowed  on  our  fur  di:;tant  homes  ;  many  a 
prayer  was  breatht>d  aiul  hope  expressed  that,  if 
spared  to  sec  another  Christmas,  and  freed  from  the 
perils  of  our  position  in  the  pack,  it  might  be  spent 
far  without  the  limit  of  the  Arctic  circle.  Tlius 
pti&scd  our  first  Christmiis  in  the  tec,  which  we  had 
so  Sfinguinuly  hoped  would  he  our  last;  but  how  little 
did  we  then  foresee  what  (he  future  had  in  store  for 
us  I 

On  the  2Sth,  we  were  favoured  with  a  hnsty  visit 
from  a  Seal,  which  made  his  appearance  in  the  fire- 
hole* — doubtless  glad  of  the  opportunity  it  offorded 
him  of  freely  inhahng  the  air.  These  animals  have 
the  power  of  keeping  open  throughout  the  winter  a 
small  orifice  in  the  ice  for  respiratory'  purposes,  over 
which  an  Esquiumux  will  frequently  sit  for  hours  in 
the  hope  of  capturing  them. 

The  weather  throughout  the  entire  of  this  gloomy 

*  Tliii  is  m  snull  space  of  water  about  two  (eel  nquarc,  kept 
open  tbroughont  the  winter  by  icmoriiig  the  young  ice  as  it 
forms  every  hoar,  bo  as  to  ensure  a  mitpiy  of  wutcr  in  tlic  evwiit 
of  Ar«, 


2S4  xmi  somrm-wTst  rttsact. 

'D^xaab^  £&s^  but  Ihxje  ficta  die  {xcviois  nuDth ; 
bn  tilt  crjtd  iTfts  «<:s:aerv.cT  rrtaicr.  LsTiiif  m^ed 
fr.-—  -y  -J.  t'/  bcjc-T  icT?.  TTEi.  a  iLeiij  of — ^3=  36*, 
\tri.\  </i  'ilx  IcTtT  Cs:>:k  4:;'  4',  ii.d  it*  iotct  of  vind 

1^  Issst  d£T7  of  tliis  eresi^fol  rear  dcsed  on  ib, 
|ReseL,tiLg  a  {HCture  a  vilczkes  it  is  dtfficnlt  to 
conceive.  A  htayy,  ocith-w&teth-  gale  and  dense 
saawSnSi  coDfi£<ed  us  lo  tbe  ship :  and  thankful  woe 
ve  fw  such  cocJbrtab^  sbelier  &tan  the  pidkss  blast 
that  erept  over  ns — to  vhich  we  cooM  not  for  an 
instant  expoee  ooiselres  vitfa  safeCr. 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 

The  First  D»y  of  ISJl — Out  Health  and  Effidcocy— Inspectioa 
of  Crew — ^Tbicknese  of  Ice— Reiodetr  seen  nod  pursued— 
Ttmperalurc  of  tbc  Month — Return  of  tlie  tUvra — llc-8p|>i;«r- 
uice  of  the  Son — A  Wolf  and  IncideuU — Effects  of  Sun's  Mays 
on  Ice — First  Spring  Operations — A  Fox — A  Hare  killed — • 
A  Bear  stcii  Jiud  Partoit — Visit  to  the  Western  L«ud — 
Bering  laUod  and  lucitleut^ — Apj>eiirauce  of  Laud — Remoiol 
of  Snow  Htubookuicat — Temperature  of  the  Month — Survey 
of  ProvisioiH — Suildcu  rise  of  Temperature — Preparations  for 
Tr&Tclliiig — Denpatch  of  Searching  Parties — Tlicir  Direction 
— Inportaocc  of  Visitii^  McItJIIc  Island — Captain  Austin's 
Expedition — Purauit  of  n  Bear — Snow  Bunting — A  Seal 
killed — Ilepurt  of  Game  on  the  Laud  —  Return  of  Mr. 
Wynniatt  and  his  eubscqueat  departure — Shooting  Parties — 
An  Incident  of  Sport — Soccesa  in  tli«  Chase— A  Bear  shot^ 
Incidents  and  Events. 


TuE  year  1851  was  ushered  in  with  a  continufince 
of  tlie  gftlo  witli  wtich  the  prcctxliiig  one  had  closed.  It 
raged  with  unabated  fury,  heightened  by  heavy  squalls, 
at  intervals,  dense  siiuw-ibrift,  uud  all  the  couconufants 
of  a  northerly  gidc ;  these>  with  the  pre^'uiling  gloom 
and  darkness,  made  the  prospect  more  than  suiHcicntly 
dismaL  It  was  on  ancli  occasions  wc  were  forcibly 
reminded    of  the   probable  coofLition  of   thoM    of 
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wbora  we  irere  in  search,  and  hov  Tain  most  be  all 
hmnan  powers  of  c-ndnrmioe,  opposed  to  the  ligoor  of 
the  ckmentA — such  a«  ire  bad  expenencrd  for  the  few 
previoos  dnys — from  which  we  scarcel^r  found  suffi- 
cient protectioD  in  the  best  appliances  of  art.  We 
ooold  only  hope  a  better  IJitc  had  bc-fallcn  them 
than  our  fean  led  us  to  predict.  The  year,  in  otber 
respects,  dsirned  on  vt%  aospicioiislj.  We  were  in 
goorl  health  and  ftpint«,  uith  onij  one  or  two  men 
on  the  sick  list,  and  otherwise  m  a  state  of  eflicieocy 
highly  gratifying. 

Trora  this  period,  I  adopted  the  custom  of  inspecting 
the  ship's  company  on  the  first  day  d  erery  month, 
to  ascertain  the  firet  appearance  of  scnrry.  or  the 
existence  of  other  causes  of  disease ;  that  early  pre- 
caatiocary  means  might  be  had  recourse  to,  to  maintain 
our  general  clBciency.  PVom  the  admirable  results 
which  attended  this  practice,  I  would  strongly  re- 
rccoinmcnd  it  to  be  regularly  carried  out  in  all  sliips 
employed  on  similar  service ;  as  it  enables  the  ^ledicol 
Officer  Dot  only  to  combat  disease  with  more  success 
at  ita  onset,  but  aSbrds  the  positive  evidence  of  the 
•ctoal  state  of  health  of  ereiy  man  on  board. 

We  had  on  this  day  a  rejictition  of  the  hilaritieB  of 
Christmas,  and  indulged  in  such  delicacies  as  I  am  sure 
our  friends  at  home  could  not  have  imagined,  as  having 
been  within  our  reach  in  these  inhospitable  regions. 

Wc  found  the  ice  had  increased  thirteen  inches  and 
a  half  in  the  course  of  the  month,  affordiog  a  mean 
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tbickncM  of  thTce  feet  eight  inclies.  On  the  3rd,  the 
gale  nbnteJ,  liaviiig  left  a  bank  of  snow  drift  accu- 
mulated about  the  sliip  to  tho  depth  of  thirtoeu  feet ; 
and  WB  were  delighted  to  be  released  from  tlie  con- 
finement caused  by  its  continuance.  On  (he  Gth,  one 
of  our  men,  (John  Ames.)  the  sick  hay  utten<lnn1,  in 
the  course  of  hia  perauibnlations  over  the  ice,  saw 
three  Reindeer  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  tlic  ship, 
apparently  coming  from  the  Western  shore.  Dark- 
ness enabled  him  to  approach  within  twenty  yards, 
but  on  seeing  him,  they  trotted  off  in  the  direction 
of  the  Princess  Royal  Islands.  No  less  astonished 
thau  fiffnglited  iit  what  he  had  otwcrved,  he  hurried 
on  board  to  inform  me,  and  hronglit  with  tiim 
uniuistakeoble  proof  of  his  truth.  Tlio  iulelligcnce 
was  most  cheering  to  us  all,  as  it  veritied  the 
opuiion  we  had  previously  entertained  that  these 
animals  were  never  aWiit  from  citlicr  shore  during 
the  whiter.  This  was  reiulered  more  remarkable, 
no  records  existing  of  Deer  having  bern  seen  in 
corresponding  liititudcs  at  this  sea-sou  of  the  year,  as 
it  was  generally  beheved,  that  they  migrated  to  the 
sontliward  on  the  approach  of  winter;  which  this  and 
subsequent  experience  enabled  us  to  refute.  An 
early  dinner  off  venison  was  predicted ;  and  arms  and 
nmniunition  undcnvcnt  a  complete  overhauling  for  the 
remainder  of  the  evening. 

The  moniing  of  the  7th  was  dork  and  cloudy,  with 
snow  falling.     It  was  determined  to  follow  the  track 


THE    SORTH-ITEST    rAttSAGB. 


oT  tbe  Deer  as  well  as  tkikness  vonkl  aBov.  Ac- 
acconUn^jr,  Captain  M'CIun:  and  larsdf  left  the  ship 
it  9.30  A.if .,  there  being  a  ^eftm  of  light  sufficient  to 
enable  as  to  see  oar  vaj,  with  a  teuperatuie  of  30^ 
below  zero ;  and  ne  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  the 
islands.  After  innumerable  falls  while  ctombering  over 
rough  ice,  we  reached  the  IfKalitr,  but  fatlvd  to  discoTcr 
any  trace  of  the  Deer,  ther  probably  ha\iDg  gone  to 
the  opposite  side  of  tlie  Strait.  However,  as  uo 
.doubt  existed  of  their  having  been  here — their  tracks 
being  still  visible  on  the  6oc  ice — it  raised  hi^)M 
amongst  ns  of  early  sport  ia  the  coming  season. 
We  had  some  difficulty  in  regaining  the  ship,  her 
dark  outline  being  shut  out  from  view ;  and  were 
afforded  ample  evidence  that  tbe  season  was  not  yet 
sufficiently  advanced  to  make  lengthened  cxcunions. 
Tbe  sight  of  a  solitary  Ftarmigan,  howerer,  reoonw 
pcnscd  us  for  tlic  journey,  and  enabled  us  to  return 
with  some  agreeable  intelligence. 

Towards  tlic  middle  of  January  there  was  a  per- 
ceptible increase  in  the  amount  of  light  at  tu>on,  and 
tbe  stars  appeared  Uss  brilliant,  which  indicated 
tbe  approach  of  the  sun.  Each  successive  day  ap- 
peared a  counterpart  of  the  preceding,  having  the 
same  daily  system  of  routine.  More  fre()uent  excur- 
sions were  made  to  the  islands,  since  the  appearance 
of  the  Deer,  in  the  hope  of  inw^ting  them ;  and 
tiiflirig  as  thf  incidents  were  which  attended  thLiw 
journeys,  ihcy  compensated  us  in  some  d(.^rcc  for  our 
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■want  of  sport,  by  the  agreeable  excitement  which 
attended  tbeir  occurrence  or  narration.  On  the  12th, 
Mercury  froze  in  tlie  tliennonicter  for  the  first  time, 
the  teui|>crature  having  fallun  to  45*^  belou'  zero,  or 
77"  below  freezing  point  of  Fahrenheit,  and  two  days 
subsequently  to  83°,  but  it  did  not  exercise  the  snuic 
influence  on  our  spirits,  which  were  still  bnuynntly 
rising  with  an  advancing  season.  The  beautiful  palo 
light  of  the  moon,  with  an  occasional  halo  and  piira- 
acllensc,  and  lu  licr  abseutT,  the  Aurora  Borcalis,  tended 
to  difipersc  sonic  of  the  gloom  of  winter.  The  latter 
was  not  so  brilliant  as  we  had  seen  it  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  season,  in  October  and  November — pro- 
bably from  there  being  less  moisture  in  the  atmosphere. 
On  the  'MH\i  we  were  gladdened  by  the  re-a])pcaiance 
of  our  lUvcn,  which  for  some  days  had  been  absent,  and 
we  feared  that  he  might  bave  shared  the  fate  of  his 
mate,  who  had  ceased  to  visit  us  for  a  considerable 
time.  I  cannot  describe  the  degree  of  interest  with 
which  wc  watched  fur  this  daily  visitor,  and  his  return 
was  regarded  ns  an  important  event. 

JoDuuiy  well  maintained  its  character  as  a  cold 
winter  month  ;  the  latter  part  was  intensely  so,  Frost- 
bites were  frequent  and  severe,  on  the  sUi^'htesl  impru- 
dent exposure,  which  entailed  the  necessity  of  cmcring 
the  face ;  and  frequent  high  winds,  rendered  us  at  times 
quite  unable  to  leave  the  shelter  of  the  housing.  The 
daily  average  for  the  month  was  32°  50'  below  uer 
nearly  10°  lower  than  that  of  the  preceding  moatb. 
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Towards  noon,  on  the  3rc)  of  Fcbnury,  the  nppcnr- 
ance  of  a  ricli  golden  tinted  sky,  forcing  it8  way 
throiigli  a  dense  bank  of  liazc,  wliicli  hung  over  tlie 
summit  of  tlie  western  hills,  ot  once  assured  us  of 
the  proximity  of  the  sun  ;  and  at  noon  our  heart«l 
were  gladdened  hy  his  presence,  as  he  lighted  up  the 
dreary  regions  that  had  been  eighty-three  days  in 
darkness.  It  \vas  deUghtfully  exliilarating  to  ob- 
serve the  reflection  of  his  rays  as  they  found  their 
way  through  the  ehauce  openings  of  our  housing ; 
and  equally  so,  to  observe  our  own  sliadon's  on 
the  snow  covered  waste  around  us.  We  hailed  hia 
retiini  a$an  important  epoch,  hoping  never  again  to  lose 
him  for  so  long  a  period ;  and  congratulated  ourselves 
that  the  darkness  of  an  Arctic  winter  had  nearly 
passed.  Tlie  ice  was  found  to  Imve  increased  13^ 
iiirhcs  during  the  month. 

On  the  7th,  some  of  our  men,  who  had  gone  to  the 
isUnds,  were  on  their  return  followed  by  a  Wolf, 
the  first  that  had  been  scon ;  they  thought  from 
his  audacity  in  approaching  within  twenty  yards, 
that  his  intentions  were  not  honourable ;  so,  having 
no  fire-arras,  they  ran,  and  the  wolf  ran ;  when 
they  stood  a  little  to  wutch  hitu,  he  stood — and  in 
this  way  they  nt  length  reached  the  ship  in  a  stftte 
of  great  consteniation,  still  followed  by  the  Wolf.  This 
was,  indeed,  glorious  news,  so  wc  saUied  out  with 
guns  and  boarding  pikes,  either  for  pursuit  or  attack  ; 
but  we  failed,  hy  the  non-exercise  of  proper  slrategi 
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skill,  as  he  nmile  a  Lasty  retreat.  Sucli  a  visitor,  "how- 
ever, was  tiot  to  be  so  easily  disposed  of,  miil  we  re- 
mained anxiously  watching  for  his  returp.  In  the 
meantime  our  little  Ksqiiimaiix  dog,  liaving  found  her 
way  out  on  the  ice,  enticed  the  wolf  from  benenth  a 
neighboiu-iug  hummock  where  he  liy  conecaled.  He 
cnnic  tip  ill  the  mofit  playful  uuinner,  and  like  one  of 
her  own  sjjecies  caressed  and  played  with  her  for 
some  time;  at  last  both  started  off  together,  and  we 
gave  our  favourite  little  pet  up  for  lost.  She,  however, 
again  made  her  iippeuruncc,  followed  by  the  Wclf 
close  to  the  ship.  We  then  made  a  line  fast  round  Lor 
neek,  and  ugaiu  sent  her  out,  that  iu  the  e^'ent  of 
danger  we  might  haul  her  on  board.  This  had  the 
desired  effect  of  bringing  forth  the  Wolf,  but  wo 
never  could  get  hini  in  a  sufficiently  good  poailion  for 
a  shot.  He  remained  about  tlie  ship  for  the  next  few 
days ;  eluding,  however,  all  our  best  efforts  to  get  a 
shot  at  him — yet  it  was  an  event  which  atfonle*!  us 
much   pleasurable  excitement. 

As  the  sun  increase^l  his  altitude,  "  Parhelia"  were 
frequent  and  more  beautiful  than  at  any  other  period 
of  the  year.  It  was  quite 'delightful  to  see  the  effect 
of  light  and  shade  once  more,  as  his  rays  fell  on  tlie 
pinnacled  and  rugged  surface  of  the  pack.  We  eoidd 
uot  but  contrast  the  cheerfulness  imparted  by  his 
presence  on  tlie  dreary  ice  waste,  with  its  aspect 
during  the  period  of  hifl  absence.  But  he  shines  a 
long  time  before  his  ofHict  becomes  manifest  on  such  ice 
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in  such  a  iemperelure ;  indeed  I  have  frequentlj  bod 
one  side  of  my  face  partially  warmed  by  bis  rays 
when  the  opposite  was  Croat-bitten,  and  requircd 
constant  friction  to  rcatorc  it«  vitality.  The  first 
visit  woa  paid  to  the  eastern  shore  on  the  241b, 
unuttfiidcd  by  any  incident;  and  from  this  time  our 
excursions  to  it  were  frequent,  having  several  hours 
dnytight.  Tlie  cold  of  Ibis  month  much  exceeded 
wlwt  wc  had  previously  experiencedt  having  varied 
froru  0^  to  51°  below  xero,  with  a  daily  Qiean  of 
—37"  47'  exceeding  that  of  January  by  five  degrees. 
The  weather  was  more  clear  and  serene  —the  usual 
Bccoinpaniincut  of  a  very  low  degree  of  cold. 

ISlarch  was  gladly  welcomed,  and  as  the  days 
lengthened,  afforded  us  time  for  more  extensive 
cxcw«ioiis,  and  enabled  the  men  to  enjoy  themselves 
at  out-door  sport  and  games  on  the  ice.  My 
inspection  of  the  crew  tliis  mouth  was  very  satisfactory  j 
ollliough  somewhat  blanched  from  the  absence  of  day- 
light between  decks,  they  alTorded  mut^t  pleasing 
evidence  of  being  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency,  and 
equal  to  the  performance  of  any  service. 

On  the  3rd,  our  first  spring  operations  commenced, 
incidental  to  the  departure  of  the  travelling  parties 
as  soon  as  the  season  adjuittod  of  it.  It  was,  there- 
fon;,  dctcnuiued  aa  a  prelimimii^  step  to  form  a  depot 
o[  proviuons  on  Princess  Royal  l&londs,  to  which  a  bout 
was  added,  and  also  one  on  the  eastern  land ;  that  in  the 
very  remote  prolwbility  of  n  smldcii  disruption  of  the 
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ice,  and  injury  or  losa  of  the  ship,  we  n»ght  have 
independent  means  at  our  disposal  for  transit  to  the 
coast  of  Ainerico,  or  elsewhere,  ns  cux;uuistancc8 
might  render  necessary.  Accordingly  the  first  whale 
boat,  was,  after  great  labour,  conveyed  on  sledges  in 
b«afi:>ty  to  the  larger  island  ;  afler  which  tlie  provisions 
were  conveyed  in  the  same  manner  (sufficient  for  sixty 
men  for  three  months)  and  on  the  lOth,  the  labour 
was  completed  by  placing  a  boat  on  the  eastern 
land.  A  record  was  at  the  same  time  placed  in  the 
cairn  which  had  been  erected  at  the  commencement 
of  winter.  While  one  day  engaged  with  others  in 
tracing  out  a  road  for  i\s  safe  transit  which  we 
marked  with  empty  meat  tins,  a  small  Fox,  no  doubt 
pressed  and  tamod  by  hunger,  approaclied  quite  close 
to  ns  to  examine  one  of  them,  wherein  he  luckily 
found  a  piece  of  meat.  He  was  observed  by  our  little 
dog,  who  imtneiUately  gave  chase,  and  aAer  a  short 
but  very  exciting  race,  in  which  we  oil  joined, 
Reynard  foil  a  prey  to  his  temerity.  These  pretty 
little  animah,  from  the  effects  of  hunger,  become  so 
tome,  that  they  were  frequently  caught  in  the  traps 
on  deck,  having  vohuitarily  come  on  boiinl,  and  were 
more  numerous,  judging  from  the  number  of  captures 
which  were  made,  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 
As  a  proof  of  the  scarcity  of  their  food,  at  thi.s  season  of 
the  year,  1  found  the  stomachs  of  some  quite  empty, 
with  no  trace  of  food  having  been  lately  taken — in 
others,  there  were  smnll  pieces  of  the  dwarf  willow,  and 
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piejr  to  nrae  lraBgT7WalC  ud  Am  ifisdedk  BKHty 
mad.  A.  Ilare  to  ihot  oo  tbc  EMicn  kad  «  Ob 
23nd — tfaiimi  »  gml  event,  do  Its  from  its  fcvng 
ben  the  fint  killed,  than  ban  the  pknag  erideMe 
iliflbnied  us  of  the  preeeftce  of  soA  gWK. 

Ob  the  27th,  ve  were  cheesed  hj  the  iliiiiiiiwi  of 
*kr^^B^  ^  "'^  iiKa»-foaai — (healgr^^  hatrmg  been 
eipoKd,  for  the  6rsl  time  for  Dcadj  sis  months ;  and 
I  need  not  nj  how  welcome  and  acoeptalJe  it  wis  to 
n  all  An  ooconcDoe  novel  in  itsdC  and  no  leas 
agreeably  tnteresting^  in  its  results,  h^pened  oa  the 
39th.  A  partj  having  gone  to  the  islands,  retomed  at 
noon  anil  reported  having  seoi  a  recent  bear  track, 
which  put  erevf  ooe  oa  the  qui  vive,  anxioDsljr 
watching  for  this  expected  visitor.  About  4  p^.  to 
our  great  deligbt,  Bruin  was  obst-n-ed  slowly  emerging 
firom  the  rough  ice  about  400  yards  distant  from  the 
ship,  when  all  manifested  the  gn^ttst  anxi<-ty  to 
obtain  n  eight  of  him — the  majority  for  the  first 
time — and  our  gmia  were  at  once  in  readiness  for 
•ciioD.  The  dark  appearance  of  the  fox  traps  on  the 
ice,  bad  first  attracted  bis  attention.  To  them  he  pro- 
ceeded, doubtless  attracted  by  the  smell  of  the  bait, 
which  must  have  agreeably  assailed  his  keen  scent ; 
after  tossing  the  trap  about  for  some  time,  and  finding 
all  efforts  Tain  to  obtain  the  modicum  of  meat  it 
contaiued,  he  wandered  to  and  fro — e\'idently  fearful 
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to  approiich  near  the  ship.  His  preseucc  added  lo 
llic  wild  imd  dreary  aspect  of  tliia  icy  region,  nliicU 
the  exUtcuw  of  a  gnlc  tended  muck  to  hoighten,  »8 
the  snow-drift  wits  borne  in  dense  clouds  on  the 
wings  of  a  biting  blast.  A  fuw  of  as  cautiously 
sallkKl  forth  for  the  Qtt4ick  ;  just  as  we  had  got  n-ilhin 
range,  and  were  shut  out  from  view  by  n  lofly 
hummock,  our  approach  over  the  frozen  snow  arouned 
him  to  a  sense  of  his  danger,  and  ofl"  he  starte<l,  much 
to  our  chagrin.  To  have  followed  liim  would  have 
been  quite  futile,  and  we  returned  on  board  smartly 
frost-bitten  froui  our  short  exjK^sure.  lie  again  ma<te 
bis  appearance,  but  set  at  defiance  all  our  efforts  to 
get  a  shot.  The  visit  provc<l  a  wdcoiuc  one,  anbrding 
^lu  as  usual  an  agreeable  topic  of  conversation ;  and  as 
he  had  come  from  the  south,  we  »Hsuui(.>d  that  he  was 
then  on  his  anrnial  migratory  tour  to  the  more  distant 
regions  of  the  north.  The  ajipearance  of  the  ship,  we 
hoped,  would  prave  sufliciently  attractive  to  induoe 
many  others  to  visit  us. 

On  the  31stof  March,  Captain  M'Clure,  Lieutenant 
CruMwell,  aud  myself,  proceeded  to  the  western  laud, 
(Baring's),  it  never  having  been  visited  since  we  took 
possession  of  its  southern  extreme,  when  first  dis- 
covered. Wc  reached  it  after  a  pleasant  exciting 
walk  of  nearly  three  hours  over  tiie  ice ;  the  day  cold 
and  clear,  with  a  temperature  of  31"  bekiw  srero. 
The  first  objects  tliut  met  our  view,  wore  the  tracks  of 
a  wolf,  and  numcroiiK  foxes,  and  recent  appearancf^s 
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of  tbo  skughtor  of  a  Hare— every  particle  of  flceh  and 
bone  must  liavg  been  devoured,  as  tlie  oiil^'  rcauunt 
wc  discovered,  was  a  little  of  its  soft,  white,  downy 
covering,  oiid  a  few  drops  of  blood  staining  the  snow ; 
strong  proof  of  the  ravenous  hunger  ivhich  exists 
amongst  these  Foxes  towards  the  dose  of  the  long, 
dreuT}'  winter.  A  little  further  on  we  found  a  portion 
of  a  raveu's  wing;  doubtless,  that  of  our  former 
visitor,  whoee  absence  wc  had  so  much  regretted. 

We  proceeded  directly  lulnud,  for  some  miles;  the 
general  aspect  everywhere  presented  tlie  sniuc 
chnrocter  of  Arctic  barreuness  and  sterility  as  ou 
the  eastern  side ;  but  was  more  generally  bold  and 
lofty  in  its  outline,  and  the  land  more  elevated. 
Cliffs,  from  80  to  120  feet  high,  rose  hero  and  there 
abruptly  from  thcbe4tcL,  presenting  a  bold  and  almost 
precipitous  escarpment,  skirted  by  deep  ravines  and 
viUleys  extcmUng  irregidarly  and  tortuously  into  the 
interior,  imd  ultimately  losing  their  chamctcr  as  the 
land  became  low  and  undulating.  We  obsen-ed, 
however,  in  some  parts  of  their  course,  that  the  hills 
on  either  side  were  lofty,  and  in  some  places  ncarlr 
vorticnl,  rising  to  a  height  from  200  to  300  feet 
Those  having  an  eastern  aspect,  had  their  escarpment 
formed  of  a  hard  frozen  snow,  contrasting  forcibly 
with  the  denuded  wild  appearance  presented  by  those 
with  a  western  front,  which  ovidenced  that  the  pre- 
vailing  grinds  were  from  the  latter  quarter. 

The  soil  was  composed  of  a  scoriaceous  admixture, 
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with  Lirgc  stones  iind  boulders  plentifully  strewn  over 
it^  surface;  the  laltur  bud  a  uniform  covuring  erf 
granitic,  quartzose,  clay-sUte,  and  other  pebbles, 
hard  frozen  in  the  soil,  with  a  few  scanty  tufls  of 
withered  grass  interspersed  throughout.  In  the  val- 
leys, Nature  appeared  to  be  more  lavish  of  her  gifts ; 
they  were  favoured  by  the  shelter  aflbrded  by  the 
neighbouring  hills,  and  the  deposition  of  olluviutn 
bom  down  from  the  heights,  by  the  luelting  of  the 
auuimcr's  suow. 

The  numerous  dt'tiiched  patches  of  low,  stunted, 
and  withered  grass,  and  tufts  of  moas,  jieering 
through  the  snow,  were,  however,  the  only  appear* 
ance  of  more  luxuriant  verdure  that  could  be  ob- 
served ;  tbcy  furnish  the  only  susteuunce  which  can 
be  obtained  by  the  reindet;r,  bare,  and  other  smalt 
rodenta,  during  the  season  of  dearth  and  diirkne»s. 

On  our  retain  to  the  ship  in  the  evening,  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  hur  dark  htdt  ngiun  exposed  to 
view— -the  deep  snow  emlMinkmcnt  which  concealed  it 
baving  been  removed  during  our  absence — and  thus 
unrobed,  she  presented  a  pleasing  contrast  to  the  white 
aurfaoe  around. 

An  event  of  no  less  importance  in  Spring  opera- 
tions took  place  on  the  following  day — the  removal 
of  the  snow  from  the  upper  deck.  It  was  wonderful  to 
see  what  an  altered  appearance  everything  presented 
on  boon! ;  pleasing  and  agreeable  was  it,  indeed,  to 
all,  tu  walk  the  pluuk  again,  and  receive,  between  decks, 
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the  light  of  (lay,  from  which  they  bad  been  so  long 
excluded. 

The  last  of  the  very  cold  winter  months  had  come  to 
an  end,  and  gladly  did  wc  hail  all  the  agreeable  events 
which  attended  its  close,  evideociDg  the  advent  of  a 
more  genial  season,  and  the  commencement  of  active 
operations.  The  mean  tcin]>eratiirc  — 2S°  8'  was 
higher  by  8*  than  that  of  the  preceding  month, 
although  the  range  differed  but  little — from  6°  to  51° 
below  zero.  Cold  westerly  and  north-westerly  wuids 
had  generally  prevailed. 

April  bad,  at  length,  come,  and  found  ns  in  n 
high  state  of  efficiency,  which  from  this  period  was 
fully  tested.  The  ice  was  fonnd  to  have  increased  OJ 
inches,  and  was  then  G  feet  5  inches  thick.  The  first 
work  commenced,  was  tit  ascertain  the  exact  quantity, 
state  and  condition  of  the  provisions  on  board,  that 
wc  might  be  fully  aware  of  the  extent  of  our  re- 
sources, anil  dcpciidcut  as  wc  were  entirely  on  our- 
selves, it  was  u  very  necessary  measure  of  precaution. 
The  holds  were  accordingly  cleared  out,  and  Ught  and 
air  admitted ;  this  tended  much  to  their  purification, 
uid  then  the  contents  were  returned. 

On  the  3rd  of  April,  during  the  prevalence  of  a 
gouth-eostcrly  gale,  the  temperature  rose  in  the  course 
of  four  ajjd  twenty  hours  from  .^O"  below  Kero  to  6* 
above  it,  but  the  following  day  was  as  low  as  before ; 
a  wonderful  change  in  such  a  period.  The  contina- 
ance  of  the  gale  had  brought  up  the  wanner  air 
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froTD  the  soutliward— a  circumstance  wliicJi,  on  several 
octrasioiis,  ocoiirred  in  subsequent  years,  generally  at 
this  season. 

The  ship  having  suffered  more  or  leea  from  the 
effects  of  pressure  in  tlie  previous  season,  was  ctiulked 
throughout,  that  we  might  be  better  prepared  to  en- 
counter the  enemy  in  the  comtug  one. 

Until  the  middle  of  the  month  we  thus  continued 
variously  employed — the  travelling  parties  liaviiigheen 
told  off,  were  engaged  in  preparing  their  sletlgcs  and 
general  equipment  to  stnrt  ou  (heir  i-espcctive  routes,  as 
flooii  as  the  weather  ndmitted.  The  neighbouring 
]an(h(  were  frequently  visited  and  explored,  in  search 
of  game;  but  our  efforts,  hitherto  had  been  unre- 
warded— ihc  occasional  sight  of  a  Ptannigiui,  alone 
compensating  us  for  many  a  weary  and  toilsome  march 
over  the  ice  and  snow.  They,  however,  answered  one 
good  purpDse,  that  they  were  the  means  of  bringing 
us  into  good  working  condition,  and  better  prepared 
us  for  subsequent  exertion  in  the  chase 

On  the  14th,  it  blew  fresh  from  north-east,  subse- 
quently changing  to  the  Mouthward  ;  then  the  terape- 
rotupe  f^un  underwent  a  change  similar  to  that 
noticed  on  Uic  3rd  ;  on  the  17th  it  rose  6°  above 
freezing  point,  when  a  partial  thaw  set  in,  which  was 
to  us  quite  lUiexiK'cted.  It  was,  tlierefore,  deter- 
mined, should  it  continue  for  another  day,  to  start  the 
travelling  parties ;  the  sledges  (three  iii  number,)  were 
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acoonlingly  pncked  in  the  evening,  and  dni(^d  oiil 
for  a  short  distance,  preparaton'  to  their  departure. 

On  Good  Friday,  tlie  ISth,  the  temperature  ha<l 
fnJlen  to  28**  at  noon,  and  continued  doing  so  slowly 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day ;  and,  as  had  been 
previously  determined  on,  the  tiaveUing  partiea  were 
dispatched  in  the  evening  at  7.30  p.m.  I  may 
here  remurk  that  ice  travelling  at  this  season  of  the 
year  is  perfomie<l  during  the  night,  the  persistence 
of  daylight  enabling  them  to  proceed,  the  warmer  hours 
of  the  day  being  devoted  to  rest ;  and  the  cxhnustini^ 
effects  and  blindness  prodwccil  by  the  comI)in£:d  action 
of  snow  and  sunshine  are  thereby  obviated. 

Each  party  consisted  of  one  officer  and  six  men, 
with  a  sledge  provided  with  food,  fuel,  aud  clothing  for 
forty  days ;  the  aggregate  weight  of  which  amounted  to 
1028  poimds.  Tliat  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Haswell  was  ordered  to  proceed  along  the  south-eastern 
coast  of  Prince  Albert's  Land,  continuoxL-*  with  that 
of  \\'ollflston  previously  discovered.  That  of  Mr. 
W}Tiniatt  proceeded  along  the  north-western  coast 
of  this  land  to  search  the  southern  shores  of  Barrow's 
Strait  towards  Ca|>e  Walker ;  and  Lientcnant  Cresa- 
well,  with  his  party,  took  tlie  north-western  coast  of 
Banks'  Land.  They  left  us  with  three  hearty  cliccre 
for  their  safety  and  success,  full  of  hopes  and  in  high 
spirits.  Ksch  were  accompanied  for  some  distance  by 
a  fatigui!  party ;  luid  ]  went  in  charge  of  that  which 
attended  tlic  northern  travellers. 
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I  find  in  the  pages  of  my  jourunl,  written  nt  tlmt 
time,  expressions  of  deep  n^gret,  which  mi  imiMirtial 
discbarge  of  the  duty,  1  )invo  undertaken,  compels 
me  to  notice,  viz.,  that  we  did  not  then  send  one 
of  these  iletacbments  to  Melville  Island,  for  reasons  too 
obvious  almost  to  require  any  explanation.  Had  one 
party  only  left  the  '  Investigator'  instead  of  three. 
it  shouhl  undoubtedly  have  been  sent  to  this  far- 
famed  locality,  from  th^*  southern  extreme  of  which 
wc  were  distant  little  more  than  100  miles.  We  were 
aware  that  a  well-equipped  and  efficient  expctUtion 
of  four  ships,  under  command  of  Captain  Austin,  had 
left  England  to  prosecute  the  search  by  Barrow's 
Strait ;  the  great  and  priiiinr)'  object  of  which  was  to 
reach  Slclvillc  Island — much  dissatifsfaction  and  dia- 
ap{)ointiueut  having  been  experienced  in  England  that 
yir  James  Ross  had  fiiiled  in  doing  so  the  previous  year. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  the  most  vital  iuiport- 
ance  to  connect  our  Kx]wdition  wilh  (hat  of  Captiin 
Austin — thus  completing  the  circuit  of  search  from 
eitlier  sido  of  the  Araericnn  continent — to  make  that 
officer  aware  of  our  position,  that  we  might  he  able  to 
afford  each  other  mutual  succour  and  support,  and 
that  the  cflbrts  of  search  might  be  diroclcd  else- 
where; oslablishing  »  conibincd  ]>rinciplc  of  action, 
which  is  cvvv  the  first  element  of  success.  There 
could  exist  no  doubt  that  if  that  able  and  energetic 
officer.  (Captain  Amtin),  did  not  reach  Melville  Island 
in  his  ahip,  hi>i  first  eBbrts  would  lie  made  in  thnt 


312 


THE   KOBTH-TEST   rASSAOE. 


direction*;  this,  as  we  subscqacntly  learned,  he  suc- 
cessfully accomplisbed,  a  partr  from  his  sbtp  hating 
deposited  a  record  at  the  fiar-femed  sandstone  near 
Psny's  winter  quarterB,  where  they  would  also  have 
received  inteUigence  of  oar  position,  Itad  we  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  done  the  same.  With  the 
knowledge  of  our  poeition,  this  officer  never  would 
have  left  the  Polar  isA  in  1851,  but  would  doubtlLSS 
have  despatched  iutelHgence  of  it  to  England  that 
year ;  this  would  have  prevented  the  noce»ity  of 
the  expedition  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher  being  sent  in 
search  of  us,  when  anxiety  was  felt  Bar  our  safety  ;  and 
by  his  neglecting  a  course  which  wisdom  and  fottsighl 
should  have  dictated,  did  wc  undergo  subscqiiciiC 
years  of  hardship,  privation  and  sufTering. 

There  was  anotha  reason  of  even  greater  import — 
in  the  event  of  Franklin  having  gone  up  WeUington 
Channel  as  was  then  very  generally  supposed,  and 
being  obliged  to  ubnndon  his  ships  to  the  northward 
or  WL-fttwiinl,  nothing  was  mure  probable  than  that  be 
would  endejivour  to  reach  the  locality  where  Pcny  had 
spent  a  winter  in  the  hope  of  meeting  with  succour — 
in  accoriloncc  with  the  opinions  cntertAinal,  as  proved 
by  the  great  ciforts  nwidc  to  reach  it — where  it 
might  be  expected  tidings  of  him  would  have  l>een 
hc-ard.  Hut  I  am  consoled  by  the  reflection  that 
neither  he  nor  his  gallant  band  were  then  dejteiiding 
on  us,  amid  its  drmiy  wilds,  for  relief.  Our  south- 
cttsteru   party  could  have  hoca  made  avuilublu  for 
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t])is  service ;  for  it  was  oh]y  in  a  gcograpliicol  point 
of  view  that  uny  results  were  expectt'il,  aa  we  were 
fuliy  aware  that  the  duty  of  sciircliitig  its  southern  and 
Boutli-castc^ru  coast  wiis,  at  that  time,  being  perrortned 
by  Mr.  Uae,  of  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company's  Service. 
It  is  DcetUess  to  dwcU  further  on  this  subject.  1  ad- 
duce it,  not  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  ad  error  which 
adds  nothing  to  our  credit,  but  that  its  repetition  may 
be  avoided,  as  well  as  to  show  that  a  combined  plan 
of  action  should  ever  exi«t  among  Polar  Expeditions, 
and  that  all  personal  conftidenitions  shouhl  be  cIiut- 
fully  cost  aside  to  promote  the  object  of  the  service 
oil  which  their  country  Mends  them  forth. 

]minc<hately  iiftcr  the  dcpai'ture  of  our  tnivelliu^ 
pai'ties,  the  weather  assumed  an  unfavourable  as|KTt, 
became  foggy,  with  a  heavy  gale  from  the  north-weat. 
Hw  temperature  ul  the  same  time  foU :  wo  became 
anxious  about  the  northern  parties,  as  we  feared  they 
might  be  compelled  to  return  -,  but,  fortunately,  the  gale 
ceascil  in  the  course  of  a  eoin>le  of  duys  with  every 
prospect  of  finer  weather.  As  there  was  but  little  to 
be  done  in  the  way  of  work,  our  exertions  were 
de\'oted  to  the  chnsc.  I^ng  and  frequent  excursions 
were  made  to  either  land ;  on  one  occasion,  ve 
discovered  the  remains  of  mi  Hstjuimaux  hut  on  Prince 
Albert's  I^nnd,  also  a  pic«c  of  a  pledge,  and  mine 
bones  of  seals  and  foxis* — another  proof  of  their  having 
visited  this  coast.  On  the  evening  of  the  23rd,  when 
all  WHS  still  about  the  ship,  a  largo  Bear  was  observed 


314 


THE    NORTH-WEST   PASSAGE. 


slowly  uoming  up  from  the  soutliward,  imd  stopped 
at  alioiit  ISO  yards:  nt  this  distance,  he  took  up 
u  position,  gazing  inleiitly  on  tlie  ship,  and  eagerly 
sniffing  the  air.  We  waited  for  a  few  minntca  in 
liope  of  his  approftcliing  nearer;  hut  possibly  sus- 
pecting our  intentions,  be  was  proceeding  on  his 
course  to  the  northward,  when  one  of  us  fired,  and 
it  was  thought,  wounded  him,  as  he  fell  on  his 
knees,  nud  staggered  a  HtUe.  He  agiiiu  »Uirtcd  at  n 
brisk  |»aoe,  pursued  by  myself  and  a  few  others,  when 
1  fired  and  wounded  liiui  in  the  hind-quarters  without 
arresting  his  progress.  Not  hnving  time  to  reload,  I 
pursued  him  with  the  bayonet,  having  taken  the  pre- 
caution of  fixing  one  to  my  gun  in  the  event  of  coming 
to  close  quarters  ;  but,  after  n  fruitless  chase,  be 
eventually  made  his  escape.  He  was  a  noble-looking 
animal,  the  largest  we  had  yet  seen;  and  we  con- 
8e<)uently  regretted  that  he  had  not  fallen  to  our 
guns. 

On  the  27th,  we  hailed  with  pleasure  the  appearance 
of  the  firstof  Uie  featbert^d  tribe  lluit  had  visiU'd  us — 
the  hardy  little  Snow  Bunting  iEmherziu  Nivalui)  wus 
seen  chirping  about ;  it  is  considered  the  certain  har- 
binger of  spring. 

Xbe  few  Kmaining  dnys  of  this  month  were  un- 
marked by  any  incident — they  proved  more  boisterous 
tknii  any  of  the  prrccding — the  force  of  the  wind  hnv. 
ing  averaged  31,  and.  were  gcnonilly  cold  for  tlie 
senaon,  the  teuiperuLun.'  ninghig  from  38"  nlKne,  to 
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32"  heioff  zero,  wilh  a  iiicjin  of  — 4"  78'.  Much 
81I0W  fell,  wLich  I  remnrkt'd  wiis  benatifully  crystal- 
]izc<l,  some  iitsU:! luted,  otlun-s  in  a  pcmiated,  hexngoiml 
fomi,  larger  than  was  generally  observed  during  the 
winter  motiths  of  intense  coUl. 

On  the  Ist  of  May,  we  found  the  solid  ice  to  be 
six  feet  eleven  inches — showing  on  addition  during 
the  month  of  six  inches,  a  diminution  of  iiiore  tliau  a 
third  from  that  of  last  month  ;  and  as  it  did  not  sid> 
sequently  increase,  the  winter's  ice  may  be  estinint<?d 
at  seven  furt  in  thickness.  A  Seal  made  his  appear- 
ance in  the  fire  bole  on  the  2nd,  with  less  impunity 
than  ovir  former  visitors,  for  being  observed  by  the 
Quartcnnnstcr,  who  was  standing  close  to  it,  he  seized 
a  boarding  pike,  and  with  nineh  adroitness  piisscd  it 
through  his  skull,  fixing  it  to  the  ice  until  a.<;sistance 
arrived,  when  he  became  our  captive.  Ou  examinirjg 
it,  I  found  the  remains  of  numerous  oUI  wounds  in 
his  skin ;  as  the  mnlcfl  figlit  much  aniongst  thein> 
selves  at  certain  periods,  he  had  doubtless  got  them  in 
combat  with  his  fellows.  There  was  nothing  of  him 
lost ;  the  skin  and  skeleton  were  preserved  for  spe- 
cimens, the  blubber  was  kept  for  the  dog,  and  the 
flesh  was  ootcn,  and  was  considered  by  no  means  un* 
pal  at  coble. 

On  the  5th,  our  efforts  in  the  chnse  were,  at  length, 
crownc<l  wth  a  cheering  aniount  of  success ;  a  party 
having  gone  to  the  western  land,  returned  in  the 
evening  with  four  1  lures  and  Urn*  Ptanuigans,  alford- 
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ing  lis  pleasing  evidence  of  the  existence  of  game  on 
tliis  tiind,  wlicre  ire  bad  hiilietio  lookc-d  for  it  so  ofU^ii 
in  vain.  Thc^'  hod  gone  fiirtlicr  inland  than  any  whu 
had  previously  visited  it,  and  delighted  us  with  the 
account  they  gave  of  the  nuniber  of  harcs  which 
Lad  been  seen,  in  groups  of  sis  and  seven,  wonder- 
fully tuiue,  uUou-ing  them  to  approach  near  vviihout 
iiianifeittiiig  any  alarm.  Tlicy  also  observed  numemus 
l>oneR  of  quadrupeds  strewn  about,  Reindeer  aud 
Musk  Oxen  ;  several  skulls  of  the  latter  were  partially 
imbcdtied  in  the  soil,  and  one  or  two  of  them  frere 
Jjrought  on  board.  On  receipt  of  this  inteOigenee,  it 
was  detennined  to  send  the  following  day  n  shooting 
parly  to  cither  land,  with  tents,  provisions,  Sec.,  for  a 
week,  to  be  relieved  then  by  others — so  thai  ever)'  ad- 
vantage might  be  taken  of  the  favourable  opportunity 
of  proeuring  fresh  supplies  ;  for  ho^vcver  suiull  in 
qimntity,  it  could  not  hut  prove  acceptable. 

A't  1  o'clock  on  the  6th,  our  slundier  was  disturt)ed 
by  the  Quartcruiastcr  of  the  watch,  reporting,  to  our 
luiuizement,  that  a  figure  was  approaching  the  ship 
from  the  northward,  which  he  thought  was  Mr. 
Wyuniatt,  and  soon  nfterwanJs  the  nearer  approach 
of  this  officer  fully  verified  the  fact;  ut  the  same  time 
his  party  with  the  sledge  were  obsert'cd  some  distance 
in  tlie  rear,  emerging  from  the  rough  ice  that  skirted 
the  ncighbouiing  Qoe.  The  uitc'Uigcncc  liad  brought 
ull  immediately  ou  deck,  and  a  party  was  at  once  dcs- 
jwtched  towards  them.  From  Mr.  Wyuuiutl's  account 
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no  accident  to  himself,  or  any  of  his  party  bad  l>ccn 
the  catise  of  his  return ;  but  a  fall  on  the  ici',  nine 
days  after  leaving  the  ship,  had  so  damaged  his 
chronometer  as  to  render  it  entirely  unfit  for  use ;  and 
being  nnprovidcil  with  u  watch,  he  was  nnahle  to  tiike 
observations  to  dt-tcrtnine  his  longitude.  He,  in  con- 
sequence, deemed  it  pnident  to  retrace  his  steps — 
that  provided  with  another  he  might  sturt  again,  luid 
fulfil  the  tenor  of  his  instructions.  There  was  not  an 
ftvaitable  pocket  chronometer  on  board,  but  it  was 
determined  to  dispatch  them  agiiio  that  evening  in  the 
some  direction  with  thirty  days'  provisions,  Aeconl- 
ing  at  C  P.M.  the  two  shooting  parlies  for  either  land, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Wynniatt — both  fully  equipped  for 
their  .respective  8cr\'ices,  wliich  had  given  us  a 
pleasing  amount  of  exciting  work  during  the  day — - 
were  drawn  up  on  the  ice,  and  took  their  departure 
■with,  the  never  failing  three  cheers.  I  took  charge  of 
a  fatigue  party  as  Iiu-gc  as  we  could  afford  to  accom- 
pany uud  assist  Mr.  Wynniatt  some  distance  to  the 
northward.  The  weather  looked  Civourable ;  temper- 
ature S°  with  alight  south-westerly  breeze;  and  we 
earnestly  wished  them  better  luck. 

On  the  7th,  a  small  party  of  four  left  the  ship  for 
the  western  shore,  to  visit  and  have  a  day's  sport  (as 
they  termed  it)  with  that  which  had  been  dispatched 
thither  the  previous  e>'ening.  Not  returning,  as  we  ex- 
pected them,  towards  the  close  of  the  day,  we 
assumed  that  the  unfavorable  change  in  the  weather, 
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with  a  low  tcmpcrfttore,  high  winds,  and  dense 
di'ift,  had  induced  them  from 


snow- 
pnulentinl  motives  to 


take  rufii^u  fur  the  night  in  the  tent,  which  allayecl 
thf  apprehcusiou  we  should  othcnvisc  have  eatcrtaiued, 
for  their  safety.  On  the  Sth,  the  weather  Imil  under- 
gone no  change,  except  that  the  temperature  had  fallen 
several  degrees  below  zero — notwithsttiiidiug  the  sun's 
altitude  at  this  period,  and  the  short  tiiuu  he  was 
below  the  horizon,  the  low  degree  of  cold  and  the  high 
winds  scarcely  allowed  us  to  be  convinced  of  the  ad- 
vent of  summer,  despite  the  cheerful  appearance 
which  perpetual  daylight  imparts  to  these  regions. 
About  8  A.M  three  of  the  party,  which  had  the  day 
before  left  us,  mode  their  uppe»ranee on  board;  the 
fourth  having  been  left  on  shore  in  the  tegt,  had 
nearly  perished  under  the  following  circumstances . 

The  unfortimate  subject  of  the  occurrence,  William 
Whitfield,  carpenter's  mate,  soon  after  they  arrived, 
lelt  the  tent  with  others  in  purstiit  of  hares,  which 
they  had  pi-eviously  observed.  Wheu  absent  about 
an  hour,  they  separated  by  niutunl  consent,  but 
remained  in  sight  of  each  other,  until  a  heavy  snow 
8l«rin  coining  on  they  were  lost  to  view.  Whitfield, 
wheu  distant  iiom  two  of  his  companions  about 
100  yards,  having  been  warm  and  perspiring  from 
his  previous  efibrts,  felt  liimscif  become  suddenly  cold. 
was  seized  with  hca<licho  and  giddiness,  and  fell 
down  insensible.  Tliis  was  unobserved  by  his  com- 
piuiioos,   who  soon    sought    the    tent    for   shclLcr, 
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su|]po6ing  that  Whitfield  liiid  preceded,  or  woidd  soon 
follow  them.  In  a  state  of  inscnsibilitv,  lictlius  re- 
luained  for,  at  Icflst,  two  or  tbrcc  hours,  until  a  slight 
degree  of  consciousness  returned,  when  he  inade  an 
effort  to  extricate  himself  from  beneath  the  snowy 
covering  wiiieh  bad  aecumulated  dimiig  the  prevalence 
of  the  stono.  It  failed,  heiiig  unable  to  move  his  limbs, 
and  be  bad  likewise  lost  the  power  of  utterance.  He 
observed  at  no  considerable  distance  some  of  the  men, 
whom  he  knew  wci-c  in  pursuit  of  bini,  but  was 
uiuible  to  attract  their  attention ;  imd  from  being 
covereil  with  snow,  was  unol)scrveil.  HnppQy, 
howtvcrj  the  efforts  he  made  to  free  himself,  produced 
some  excitement  of  the  heart's  action,  when  be  felt  a 
glow  of  heat  over  his  bo<!y,  with  returning  power  in 
his  anus — his  lower  extremities  remaining  still  cold 
and  rigid.  After  a  short  time,  be  made  an  efibrt  to 
crawl  over  the  snow  to  regain  the  tent,  but  failed  in 
doing  so ;  he  then  obtained  a  view  of  the  ice  in  the 
Strait,  and  slowly  crawled  towards  the  beach,  which 
he  fortunately  reached.  Having  obsen'ed  some 
traces  of  Musk  Oxcu,  which  they  had  passed  in  the 
morning,  he  recollected  the  course  they  had  pursued 
to  the  tent,  which  was  only  some  400  or  500  yards 
distant,  in  a  neighbouring  ravine — thither  he  again 
crawled  and  most  Providentially  reached  it. 

'Die  party  in  the  lent  had  remained  in  a  state  ofgreat 
anxiety  as  to  his  fate ;  tlicy  had  made  repeated  efforts 
in  search  of  him,  exposetl  to  all  the  fury  of  the  raging 
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g:ilu,  and  to  the  risk  of  losing  tlicir  way  in  the  ilmsc 
snow-drift  by  which  they  were  enshrouded.  Opinions 
wore  divided  bi  the  couucU  us  to  his  fate,  but  ibe 
inujorit^-  thought  thnt  in  the  cagcrucss  of  chase,  lie 
had  been  lud  iwr  (rom  tlie  tent,  uud  hud  returned  to 
the  ship,  \\1iilu  this  state  of  uncc-rtuiuty  cxiett'd, 
their  attention  was  suddenly  arrested  by  a  noise 
outride,  as  if  something  slow  and  lu'»vy  iu  it»  move- 
ments was  approaching.  They  thought  it  was  the 
pad  of  a  bear,  the  tracks  of  several  having  been 
oljscrvcd  close  to  the  toot  in  the  morning.  They  at 
once  '  stood  to  their  arms,'  ready  for  attack  or  defence 
in  the  event  of  Bruin  being  the  visitor.  One  of  them 
then  opened  the  tent  vct)'  cautiously  but  saw  notliiiig, 
Rud  on  ventnring  a  step  or  two  outside^  to  look 
aronnd  him,  instead  of  a  bear,  the  npi>ulling  spectacle 
of  their  missing  companion  uiet  Iiis  view.  The  poor 
fellow  had  crawled  within  a  couple  of  yards  of  tbs 
tent,  when  he  was  unable  to  proceed  one  step  farther; 
he  could  not  speak,  his  body  rested  on  his  hands  ood 
knees,  the  head  thrown  bock,  the  cyi-s  fi.\ed  and  im- 
moveable, tho  nose,  mouth  and  cfirs  ^cd  with  snow, 
which  was  fast  accumulating  ui>out  him ;  the  jaws  and 
limbs  rigid.  A  few  minutes  more  might  probably 
have  tertninatetl  his  earthly  career,  »hen  by  the 
interposition  of  a  merciful  Providence,  he  was  thus 
rescued  from  the  jaws  of  death.  Me  was  immediately 
taken  into  the  tent,  and  as  the  officer  in  cltai|p:  of  tho 
party,  (Mr.  Sainsbuzy,)  subsequently  informed  me,  no 
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ptilse  could  be  felt  at  tlic  wrist,  a  alight  movement  of 
the  chest  beiii";  the  only  indicati  ii  of  life.    They  set 
about  t:0  rcauscitiilc  tlic  almost  lifeless  body,  byii«:»ii8 
of  H-aniith,  friction  nnd  the  judicious  use  of  atiuiulnats  ; 
nnd  had  the  biippiness  of  seeing  their  pflbrts  uUi- 
|inately  attcndeit   with  success.      A   party  was  im- 
mediately sent  ofi*  to  the  ship  with,  the  intelligence, 
when  wc  dispatched  a  party  of  four  men  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Piers  (Assistant  Surgeon)   which   Mr.   Ford 
((^rpenter)    also    accompanied,    provided    with    a 
sledge  and  every  requisite  for  his  removal.      On 
their  reaching  the  tent,  he  had  recovered  the  use 
of  his  faculties,  but  still  suffered  from  the  cfTecta  of 
exposure ;  he  wns,  however,  able  to  bear  removal  to 
the  ship.      Tiiia  was  carefully  and   safely   effect«d 
under  Mr.  Piers*  direction,  and  tbcy  arrived  on  board 
at  0  P.M.      I   then  found  the  poor  fellow  much 
exhausted,  siifferiog  from  the  efiVcls  of  reactionary 
fever  and   snow  blindness ;   he  was  likewise  exten- 
sively frost-bitten — fnnu  all  which,  he  in  due  course 
recovered,  but  fretjuently  tolil  me  he  never  after  felt 
himiiclf  equal  to  the  same  amount  of  exertion.     Such 
is   one  of    the    many    incidents    inseparable    from 
Arctic  sport,  which  all  of  us  in  n   greater  or  loss 
degree    experienctd     during    this    and    Bubsoqnent 
years  ;  a  hunting  excursion  not  unfrequently  entailing 
the  necessity  of  walking  for  one's  life. 

A  Hnow   Owl   (Strix  Nyctea)   was  seen  in  the 
evening  for  the  firet  time,  and  pursued  in  vain,  aa  wc 
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ever  found  it  tlifficuit  to  approach  these  watchful 
hirds.  Severiil  Bears  had  been  obscned  by  the 
party  returning  &om  tlie  shore,  going  nortliward  ;  and 
two  Deer  had  been  obo  seen  on  the  land  for  the  first 
time,  which  wc  hailed  as  cheering  news. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  1~  th,  the  shooting  partie*' 
retiirued,  bringing  with  them  three  llures  and  twenty 
Ptariuigau,  which  were  equally  dlittributed.  Our  own 
efforts  during  the  week  hav'mg  added  suuiewhat  to 
the  Dumber,  we  indulged  in  fresh  game  for  the  first 
time  since  the  bounteous  supply  of  Musk  Oxen  had 
ceuscd  during  the  winter.  In  the  evening,  fresh  par- 
ties were  again  dispatched  to  pursue  the  hunting  for 
a  week. 

On  the  12tti,  we  had  unusual  good  fortune  in  our 
captures.  A  Fox  had  been  taken  in  one  of  (he  traps 
—a  HetLT  had  been  pursued  by  us  at  un  eurly  hoar 
iu  tl»e  morning,  but  escaped.  A  party  of  four  men, 
however,  who  had  gone  on  an  excursion  tu  the  Lsland, 
were  more  fortunate — two  of  tliem  having  separated, 
suddenly  came  on  a  Bear  lying  apparently  asleep  at 
the  baiie  of  a  large  hummock,  where  he  had  but  lately 
killed  and  cnten  a  Sent.  They,  at  once,  signalized  to 
the  others  to  close  quickly,  and  hml  no  sooner  done 
so.  than,  roused  from  his  lethargy,  he  boldly  advanced 
towards  them,  until  his  course  was  arrested  by  a  ball 
from  the  gun  of  the  Serjeant  of  Marines,  that  struck 
him  in  the  fore  paw,  when  he  fell,  but  immediately 
recovering  himself  started  towards  the  eastern  shore. 
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The  otliere  poured  in  tlicir  fire  with  effect,  and  fol- 
lowi-d  ii[)  the  dioitc  for  a  coasidcrablc  time,  until  the 
ferocious,  but  now  ulfrighted  aDimd,  sank  to  rise  tic 
more.  As  the  wounds  were  all  in  vital  parts,  tliis 
foriBiclable  monster  liad  censed  to  exist,  ere  they 
reached  the  8[>ot  where  be  hiy.  Buriug  the  chase, 
Hruin,  evidently  suffering  from  one  of  his  wounda, 
paused  for  u  few  uiouiurits,  and  with  his  teeth  applied 
some  of  his  fur,  and  nfterwnrds  snow  to  the  bleeding 
orifice,  which  vrc  found  still  adhering  to  it,  when  he 
fell— a  strnnge  instanec  of  their  instinctive  feeling. 
Two  of  the  party  hastened  on  I>oard  with  the  intcUi- 
geaoe,  much  elated  at  their  success  in  killing  the  first 
Bear  of  the  season.  A  .'(ledge  party  was  dispatched 
and  returned  in  the  evening  with  this  great  trophy. 
We  eonsideriHl  hhn  to  have  been  about  three  parts 

I  grown,  was  in  length  G  feet  4  inches,  circumference  of 
body  4  feet  10  inches,  and  weighed  five  hundred  weight. 
When  the  skin  was  removed,  there  was  an  entire  ab- 
sence of  hlid>lx'r,  as  might  be  ex[)ectcd  ot  that  time, 
as  these  animals  during  the  ^vinter  or  season  of  hy- 

^^'mulion,  are  mainly  dependent  on  the  resourees 
which  the  alow  progressive  consumption  of  their  own 
lat  can  furnish  them,  until  an  advancing  season 
enables  them  to  procure  their  favoiu'itc  food  (Seals)  iu 
abundance,  The  laxity  and  great  capacity  of  the  thick 
reticular  or  cellular  tissue  beneath  the  skin^  ufibrded 
ample  evidence  of  its  excellent  lulnptation  as  a  deposit 
for  tlie  winter's  supply  of  blubber.     On  examining 
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hoi  iloaKl^  then 

tsBded  vith  partiovs  of  Ae  Kai  bat  neeBtlr  sw«|- 
knrcd.  The  tnnnt  of  a  nan^  bafl,  hovcra', 
thnvf^ tUiocgHi,  noit  here  acrioMlf  doHged iu 
BOfUBflnb  md  dBtetfaed  tW  |MaeeBB  of 
tksB  mCivuj  piB^  OQ  witioo  ili  oon 
BBD^iter  01  our  ftut  Bev,  vis  ooonoCRd  m  etmt 
no  smiH  importance,  md  froB  the  Domfaet  accn  at 
this  earij  period  of  the  khob,  ve  felt  oatn 
would  Dot  be  the  Ust. 

On  this  dav,  alaoi,  tbetei^entaRatood  beiiNr 
for  the  last  time,  as  it  ew  aftowuds 
BtcadilT  above  it  throt^faottt  tbc  seasoii,  and  we 
glad  to  see  the  effect  of  the  sns's  rajs  od  the  ice.  as 
evidenced  in  the  ^assj  appeatance  of  the  hanunoclca, 
and  the  sodden  heavy  character  of  the  soow.  The 
thaw  was  venr  perceptible  aboat  the  diip.  when 
thing  was  placed  against  its  dark  Bor&re — a  thmno-' 
meter  on  one  occasion  so  placed  showed  a  temperature 
of  81°,  wbeo  that  in  the  shade  was  only  26°  Fahren- 
heit. The  ice  appeared  to  be  extensirdy  cfael 
tliniugbout,  the  cause  of  the  loud  report!  froqoently 
beard  during  the  winter,  from  whic^  we  wen*  dis- 
posed to  predict  an  eariy  break  up. 

A  Fox  caught  on  the  L5th,  afforded  us  still  further 
proof  of  tlve  advent  of  sxmuner,  for  instead  of  its 
anow  white  coat  of  winter,  it  had  assumed  its  partially 
brown  nmmcr  garb.      The  snow  had  ueariv  dis- 
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flppcnrcd  from  the  neighbouring  lands,  which  ngaiu 
dispiayect  their  nisset  aspect,  but  in  the  ravines  it 
remained  more  or  less  accnmuliitcd  throughout  the 
year,  and  in  our  excursions  we  were  able  to  indulge 
in  the  luxury  of  a  drnught  of  snow  water  resulting 
from  the  thnw,  when  toiling  -weaiy  and  eihausted 
over  the  hind.  All  our  joonicys  were  now  performed 
at  night,  the  sun  having  hist  set  on  the  10th,  and  it  was 
n truly  chiuining  pictun*  to  see  him  coursing  above  the 
horizon  at  midnight,  amid  the  dreary  solitude  which 
BuiTounded  us.  The  dimness  of  the  air  on  the  1 7th  was 
such  aa  to  enable  the  men  to  perform  a  very  important 
sanitaiy  operation,  that  of  airing  bedding — the  first 
lime  for  a  long  period  ;  but  cure  slioidd  ever  be  taken 
that  this  practice  is  not  had  recourse  to  in  a  humid 
atmosphere,  as  moisture  readily  becomes  deposited, 
and  cannot  fail  to  prove  a.  source  of  much  evil. 

The  hunting  parties  returned  and  brought  on  board 
no  less  than  sixty-three  Ptarmigan,  which,  with  what 
we  had  shot  during  the  week,  gave  us  a  good  supply 
of  tliese  delicious  birds. 

The  remahiB  of  an  old  Esquimaux  encampment 
were  likewise  discovered  on  the  western  shore;  so  that 
wc  had  now  positive  evidence  of  either  side  of  the 
Strait,  having  been  at  one  liiuc  visited  by  this  migra- 
tory race. 
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CHAFi'ER  XIII. 


An  Htwxpectcd  .VrnTnl — Casiialtics — Rceulu  of  the  Journey — A 
Bear  IcilUd  —  Stntnge  Discovery  —  Ueapatch  of  a  Party — 
Quern's  Birthda; — Elucidatiou  ofa  Iklvster}- — Gulls — A  Bear 
— Duccvcry  of  Cool  Formatiou— Hcturu  of  Travelling  Vaiiy 
■lid  Iiiodcuta— Eaquimnux — A  Visit  to  ttem — Ueer — Bob — 
Ducka — Ketum  of  Captaiu  MX'lu re— Result*  of  Travelling 
— Intelligence  receiTcd  from  EMjniinaux — lacidents — Frort- 
bite — Bean— Return  of  Mr.  Wyimialt'ii  Party — RcsultM — 
Nrcfaaity  of  combined  Action — Olinractcr  of  Land — Iijcidenla 
— Return  of  Lieutenant  Cresewell's  Party — Progrcee  of  Thaw 
— Bute  of  the  Ice — Temperature  and  Weather. 

At  7  A.M.  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  May,  a 
party  was  observed  uppronching  the  ship  from  the 
northward ;  and  as  the  intelligence  spread,  it  caused 
a  great  amount  of  anxiety  amongst  tis,  as  wo 
knew  not  who  they  might  be,  or  of  what  news  they 
iiiif^ht  lie  the  bearers.  None  of  our  travelling 
purliis  being  yet  due,  onr  siitprise  was  the  greater. 
A  fatigue  party  was  at  oocc  dispatched  to  their  assist- 
luice,  and  in  the  course  of  au  hour,   while  eagerly 
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watching  thrnr  movements,  we  conld  discern  the  in- 
dividual forma  of  tlic  men  ;  they  proved  to  be  the 
party  of  Lieutcnnnt  Cri'sswell.  About  this  time  we 
couhl  distinctly  sec  there  was  an  occupaDt  on  the  sicdgc; 
on  closer  inspection,  two  were  observed,  and  five  iu 
liarness  dragging  it.  They  soon  reached  the  ship  when 
we  became  aware  oi'  the  cause  of  their  return,  which  the 
two  invalids  on  the  sk-dgc  had  inn  great  degree  prepared 
us  for.  Wc  thim  learned  that  they  Imd  experienced, 
during  the  entire  period  of  their  absenco,  very  un- 
bvorahle  weiithcr,  which  told  severely  on  the  men; 
that  after  rounding  Point  Husaell,  they  proceeded 
along  the  nortli-wustem  coast  of  Banks'  Land  for 
about  eighty  miles,  Then  two  of  the  men  who  for 
some  days  had  Ihtii  more  or  less  incfticient  for  duty, 
having  had  their  feet  and  toes  severely  frost-bitten, 
which  ha  I  subsequently  become  gangrenous,  were 
utterly  uuablo  to  work  at  the  sledge,  or  even  to  walk. 
Under  these  cii-eumstances.  Lieutenant  Crcsswell  con- 
sidered it  would  be  imprudent  to  advance  further, 
and  encamped  for  two  days  with  a  view  of  recruiting 
his  men,  and  of  ascertaining  if  any  improvement 
would  take  place  in  the  Ktatu  of  the  invalids;  but 
at  the  end  of  this  period,  matters  still  becoming 
worse,  he  determined  on  returning  to  the  ship.  This 
officer  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  patience, 
fortitude,  and  heroic  endumncc  of  these  two  brave 
suifci-cTB,  Joseph  Facey,  (sail-maker)  and  Kllis  Grif- 
fiths, (A-B.,)  who,  when  snffcring  intensely,  still  per- 
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Bistfd  in  doing  worV  ;  nnd  it  was  only  wlitn  rcudercd 
utterly  incnpahle  of  walking  that  tlicy  consented  to 
be  pkctid  on  the  slwlge.  'J'lie  toil  and  lal>our  of 
disf^ing  a  heavy  eledge  with  the  additionul  wciffht 
of  their  two  disabled  nicssmntcs,  therefore,  devolved 
on  the  remainder  of  the  party ;  well  and  nobly  did 
they  acquit  themselves,  and  their  care  and  attention  to 
the  invalids  deserved  the  highest  praise. 

Their  state  on  arrival  was  truly  pitiable.  Both 
were  incapable  of  walking,  and  hud  to  be  carrietl  on 
board,  l-'accy  had  liis  feet  and  hands  so  severely  frost- 
bitten as  to  bo  quite  unable  to  use  cither ;  mortification 
bad  set  in,  in  nearly  all  the  toes  and  fingers.  I'ortions 
of  several  were  subsequently  removed  by  an]i)utjition  ; 
and  the  feet  were  in  such  a  state,  that  it  was  only  m\h 
the  greatest  dilBculty  they  were  saved.*  (iriHiths, 
who  was  a  most  cxceUcnt  raan,  was  similarly,  but  loss 
severely  afllicted ;  and  the  removal  of  some  of  hia 
toes  became  necessary.  Both  suffered  much  from 
low,  iiTitfltive  fever ;  and,  from  the  eflects  of  eating 
ice  and  snow  ravenously,  to  allay  the  burniug  thirst 
then  present,  the  uiontb  luid  entire  of  the  ousophsgcal 
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*  Tlu»  exct-Umt  peUy  officer  aiilMri^iimtly  served  with  mc  is 
U.M.S.  'Coniwailis'  (CajjUin  WclUslcy,  C.B.).  in  the  Baltic 
aaJ  Wctt  Indicfl.  lie  never  rnltrety  recurered  the  use  of  liii 
hands  tai  feet,  that  were  pwticuUrlj  iuflucuced  by  itc  state  of 
the  weothcr — chnngo  in  wliich  lie  could  foreiell  with  the 
grMteat  accarary  from  the  inaiii  autL  imrnrinrM  be  experienced  in 
then. 
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passage  were  excorinU^d  nnci  inflamed  to  a  liigti  degree. 
Some  idea  may,  therefore,  be  formed  of  the  intense 
siifleriiig  of  these  brave  fellows,  from  whose  hps  a 
mummr  uevi-r  escajje*!  during  their  trying  rttum 
journey,  M'berc  so  bttle  could  bo  done  to  iilluy  the  pniu 
and  uuguish  they  experienced.  The  pntieuee  «nd  resig- 
DHtion  wbieh  they  subset] iiently  manifested  through- 
out ii  long  course  of  treatment  were  such  as  Co  cnll 
forth  the  wannest  expressions  of  my  admiration.  I 
QSCertoincd  that  the  const  of  Danks'  Land  is  formed  of 
a  soriofi  of  cliffy,  from  500  to  6U0  feet  high,  which, 
as  I  subscqiicntiy  satisfied  myarif,  were  of  sandstone 
fonuation,  tho  treading  of  which  was  followed  in  a 
north-west  direction,  outside  a  line  of  slupeiidoiis  icu 
pueked  along  its  base,  untH  its  extreme  was  rcxichctl, 
when  a  wide  ospaDsc  of  ice  was  seen,  and  the  hind 
was  observed,  from  a  considerable  elevation,  trending 
awiiy  to  the  south-west,  leaving  no  doubt  of  Baring  or 
Banks'  Land  being  an  island. 

On  the  2 1  at,  at  10.30  p.m.,  a  large  Hear  was  observed 
approflchiiig  tho  ship  from  the  southward,  following 
the  course  of  our  former  visitor.  A  party  was  at  once 
sent  out  to  remain  in  concealment  under  a  neighbouring 
hummock  in  the  hne  of  his  march.  Others  were 
posted  at  the  stem  under  cover  of  the  bulwarks — so 
that  wc  were  determined  he  should  not  escape.  lie 
steadily  advanced,  doubtless  astonished  by  the  huge 
black  iniii^s  licforc  him,  and  siiifling  the  tempting 
odoui-s  that  tilled  the  air.     Uc  had  i-cached  within 
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ninety  yawls  of  tlie  ship,  when  Captain  M'Clure  fired 
and  wounded  him  in  the  hark.  He  fell,  but  got  a^in 
on  his  legs.  A  few  of  iis  then  sullied  forth  to  assail 
htiD  more  closely.  Although  tlie  Gist  wound  appcnrtHl 
a  mortal  one,  the  monster  writhed  violently,  sittitig  on 
his  haunches,  evidently  paralyai^l ;  when  a  ball  from 
my  pn\,  passing  through  his  head,  laid  him  lifeless  on 
the  ice.  No  timi'  was  lost  in  rciiiovtrig  his  skin  ;  and, 
lis  this  was  the  largest  Hear  wc  had  yet  seen,  it  niudc 
nn  admirable  specimen.  The  dimensions  were,  in 
length,  7  feet  9  inches,  circumference  of  body  C  feet ; 
his  weight  was  estimated  at  700  poimds,  but  would, 
of  course,  have  been  greater,  with  his  proper  casing  of 
blubljer,  which  was  then  just  forming.  As  it  was  my 
custom  to  have  the  stomachs  of  all  animals  examined, 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  trace  of  the  object  oi 
our  search,  knowing  that  they  would  swallow  anything 
when  impelled  by  hunger.]^!  directed  that  of  this  Kcar 
to  W  ojiened  in  my  presence.  It  was  distended  with 
water ;  and,  on  opening  it.  I  discovered  a  few  raisins, 
small  ])ieces  of  pork  fat  cut  irregularly,  some  tobacco 
leaves,  and  two  ])ieres  of  common  ndliesivc  plaster; 
from  their  appearance,  they  bad  been  but  recently 
swallowed,  and  notliing  further  was  found  in  the 
stomach  or  intestines.  That  lie  had  evidently  got 
them  where  civilized  man  cither  was  or  had  been,  there 
could  exist  no  doubt ;  and  1  immediately  made  known 
the  result  of  my  cxaminaliou  to  Captain  M'Clure, 
who  was  equally  astonished  at  this  strange  discovery. 
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Our  first  impressions  were  that  our  long-lost  Consort, 
the  '  Kntcq)rizc'  might  be  to  the  sontliward — the 
dircrtion  in  which  the  Bcnr  had  come ;  but  the 
perfect  stat«  iu  whicti  the  articles  were  fniuid,  led  nie 
to  express  my  opinion  that  the)-  could  not  hjivc  been 
swallowed  more  thnn  an  hour  or  two,  if  even  so  long; 
it  was,  therefore,  improbable  that  she  should  he  within 
that  distance.  No  further  invcstig:ation  was  made 
into  the  matter ;  but  it  was  at  onee  determined  to 
send  a  party  iJong  the  south-east  coast  of  Boring 
Island  with  twenty  days'  provisions,  in  the  hope  of 
elucidating  this  mystery,  and  of  ascertaining  if  any  of 
our  countrj'mcn  were  on  the  coast,  that  wc  might  aflord 
them  timely  jud  and  succour.  An  opinion  was  en- 
tertained that  tht."  articles  thus  discovered  might  have 
been  thrown  from  llic  ship  when  drifting  about  the 
Strait,  and  then  picked  up  by  Bruin  on  the  floe ;  Imt 
as  we  could  not  establish  the  fact,  preparationH  iverc 
made  for  the  early  despatch  of  the  party.  Accordingly, 
on  the  22nd,  Lieuttmuit  Cresswell,  and  the  remnant  of 
bis  fonncr  associates,  with  two  freah  hands,  were  dis- 
patched on  this  service.  Captain  M'CUire  and  invself 
ftocompaiiifd  him  with  a  strong  fatigue  party,  as  far 
as  the  Island,  wlien  they  proceeded  on  their  way. 

The  54th  of  May  being  the  anniversary  of  the 
birthday  of  our  most  Oracions  Queen,  the  resonrres  of 
the  'Investigator'  were  gladly  taxed  1o  do  it  honour; 
and  an  ensign  was  hoisted  for  the  iii'sttime  since  Icav- 
lug  Behring's  Stjuit.    At  noon  a  royal  salute  was  lircd 
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with  our  two  guns,  and  a  smiill  inortnr — the  first, 
pcrhnps,  thnt  ever  resoundt'tl  witfihi  tlie  prccincta  of 
the  Polar  Sea — this  folloned  hy  tlircc  linirtv  cheers ; 
and  the  cvcniiif;  vras  spent  In  liilnnty  by  the  ship's 
company,  to  whom  an  extra  allowoiico  of  grog  had 
been  issued. 

A  party  who  "had  gone  to  the,  islands,  in  pnrsuit  of 
two  Hears  reported  to  liavc  been  seen,  returned  to- 
wards mid-night,  with  a  trophy  more  acceptable  to  us 
than  any  other  success  they  could  have  met  with — 
this  woa  a  prusirr\-cd  meat  tin,  one  of  those  usetl  to 
point  out  the  sledge  track.  To  this  they  were  at- 
tracted Iiy  fttllowiiig  a  ilcar'a  track,  when  they  finmd 
it  capsized,  and  contaioitig  a  few  articles  similar  to 
those  found  in  the  Hcar's  stomach  on  the  ilst,  with 
marks  of  where  the  animal  had  been  tossing  it  about; 
thtis  was  solved  the  myster)'  which  had  caused  sn 
much  coujectun;  and  uneasiness  respecting  our 
Consort.  It  was  then  too  late  to  recall  the  party; 
but  the  journey  would  tend  to  make  our  search  on 
either  side  of  the  Stmit  more  complete. 

Gidls  were  seen  for  tlic  first  time  on  the  37th,  near 
tiie  islands,  which  ntronlel  an  indication  of  water 
forming,  perhaps,  to  the  southward.  Two  Wdvea 
were  likewise  seen  coursing  along  from  shore  to  shore 
across  tlie  Strait ;  a  few  of  us  went  in  pursuit,  but 
their  pace  was  too  rapid  to  allow  of  our  coming  up 
with  them,  and  we  vrere  conse{|ueutly  obliged  to  rutmco 
our  steps  to  the  ship. 
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Eariy  on  the  morning  of  tlic  2Sth,  a  Bear  wna 
observcii  near  the  sliip  by  the  Qiiartur-master,  which 
we  succeeded  in  kilUug,  hut  it  was  smaller  Umu  cither 
of  the  others.  The  number  of  these  nnimals  seen 
passing  through  this  Strait,  ftilly  confirmed  the  stnte* 
went  of  the  Esquimaux,  of  its  being  the  land  of  the 
Whit«  Bear. 

About  thb  time,  during  my  excuraions  into  the 
interior  of  Prinoe  Albert's  laud,  while  traversing  one 
of  the  numerous  gorges  in  which  it  abounds,  I  ob- 
^ed  several  slaty,  and  dark  chy  foi-iuations  on 
either  side,  more  [larticularly  at  the  angle  of  its  wind- 
ings, which  were  somewhat  abrupt — thelineof  stniiifi- 
cation  inclining  from  the  horizontal  in  some  places  to 
tliirty-iive  degrees,  tlie  dip  generally  corresjionding  to 
that  of  the  land.  It  was  chiefly  composed  of  dark 
laminated  earth  and  shale ;  in  the  substance  of  ihc 
latter,  and  inttirvening  between  its  layers,  which  were 
easily  separated,  thin  laminffi  of  cofti  were  diseeniiblo, 
and  in  some  situations,  Imes  of  it  were  observed  in  the 
formation  at  some  distance — recognized  by  its  well 
known  lustre.  Sulphur  in  combination  with  iron  was 
also  found,  and  numerous  specimens  were  obtained. 
Siiiiilnr  apitcaranocs  1  sulwcijuentty  obscn'cd  in  other 
parts  of  this  land ;  establishing,  beyond  doubt,  the 
existence  of  coal,  had  we  only  bad  time  and  means  to 
procure  it. 

On  the  SOth,  Lieutenant  Haswcll  and  his  party 
arrived  from  their  journey  along  the  south -t>as tern 
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coast,  in  good  IictJth  —  apparently  more  robust 
than  when  they  stnrtcd,  for  having  met  with  gome 
and  (IrUlwood  in  consid<.'raljle  quantity,  they  had 
foreil  much  better  than  the  {wirties  that  had  gone  to 
the  uoctliward,  where  neither  could  be  procured. 

They  followed  the  coast  line,  which  led  thcni  into 
several  bays  and  one  or  two  deep  inlets,  neai'ly  all  of 
which  were  exploreil.  They  presented  in  their  outline 
tlic  same  gcucnil  chnnictcr  as  other  lands  in  the  Polar 
Sea.  On  the  14th  of  May,  they  reached  their  turning 
point  in  latitude  70'^  45'  N.  longitude  114°  W. 
on  the  northern  shore  of  a  large  inlet,  which  was  sub- 
sequently cJilled  Prince  Albert's  Sound.  Strange 
to  narratt;,  ten  days  later  Mr.  Rae  arrived  on  the 
soutlierti  coast  of  the  same  inlet,  about  forty  miles 
frutu  where  our  party  liud  erected  their  cairn,  after 
exploring  the  southern  cun^t  of  Wollaston  Land.  How 
important  it  would  have  been,  had  these  two  parties 
been  fated  to  meet,  as  intelligence  of  our  position 
would  have  been  received  in  Kiigland  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  on  the  return  of  Mr.  Rae.  Another  proof, 
if  any  were  wanting,  to  show  the  necessity  of  search- 
ing expeditions  acting  in  concert,  and  with  o  previous 
knowledge  of  each  other's  plan  of  operations. 

On  their  return,  when  about  eight  dciys  journey — 
(at  their  rate  of  travelling)  from  the  ship — and  some  six 
or  seven  miles  dt.*itaut  from  the  coast,  they  were 
astonished  on  finding  an  Esquimaux  encampment  on 
the  ice.     The  approjich  of  the  paity  was  conducted 
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with  due  caution  -,  but  as  tho  few  natives  who  stooci 
in  front  of  the  tents,  manifested  no  signs  of  hostility, 
and  flisplaycS  no  weapons,  both  parties  were  soou  ui 
friendly  communication  ;  this  could  only  be  mnin- 
tnincd  by  signs,  as  none  of  them  knew  the  Imiginige. 
There  were  about  eighteen  people,  a  very  old  couple, 
nnd  four  men ;  the  remainder  of  viirious  ages  of  both 
sexes  were  then  employed  catching  Seals  in  the 
craclcs  in  the  ice,  which  had  partially  opened  out. 
Being  unable  to  obtain  any  intelligence  of  coose- 
qoence,  our  men  presented  them  wth  a  few  uniform 
buttons,  which  they  appeared  to  value  highly,  and  in 
return  received  a  few  vcrj-  well  dressc*!  seid  skins. 
This  was  the  principal  event  met  with  by  this  piuty 
in  their  journey.  They  gave  a  favomable  report  of 
the  state  of  tlie  ice,  and  the  resources  of  the  land. 
Pools  of  wot4;r  were  forming  on  the  former,  and  on 
the  latttr  they  had  seen  twenty-four  Reindeer,  three 
Musk  Oxen,  and  three  animals  which  were  reported 
to  mc  to  bo  Moosedecr  (Cervun  Alcfs).  As  this  was 
the  first  instance,  I  believe,  of  the  latter  having  been 
Been  beyond  the  American  coast,  I  inquired  minutely 
respecting  them  from  my  informant,  who  was  an  in- 
telligent young  seaman,  (Mark  Griffiths),  and  his  replies 
were,  in  every  respfcl,  quite  sntisfactor)'.  He  said  that 
they  were  identical  with  the  Mooseileer  he  had  seen 
near  the  Buckland  River,  in  Russian  Amcnca,  when 
serving  in  H.M.S.  '  Herald,'  and  I  have  no  a-ason 
whatever  for  questioning  the  truth  of  his  statement. 
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On  receiviug  intellifrence  of  tbu  proximity  of  the 
Ksqiiiiiianx,  Cnplnin  .M''Cliire  tlctcrniined  to  proccud 
with  the  interpreter  to  their  cncampuient,  witb  a  view 
of  obtaining  all  the  information  they  coiild  givej  and 
at  6  P.M.,  on  tltc  monting  of  the  same  dny,  they 
st^rt^d  with  a  sledge  and  six  men,  provisioned  for 
twtJvc  dav8. 

Qa  the  ^  t  st,  a  small  herd  of  Deer  were  observed 
crossing  the  Strait.  A  few  of  ns  went  out  to  by  in 
wait  for  them,  and  having,  after  much  trouble  tiikcit 
up  a  good  position,  as  they  were  coming  within  range, 
tlie  gong  on  Iwaitl  wits  incaiitiousiy  struck  nt  eleven 
o'clock  as  usual.  No  sooner  did  they  hoar  the  sound 
than  they  turned  and  fled  precipitat«;Ly  to  the  sliorc 
from  whence  they  lind  conic,  uud  thus  destroyed  all 
01U"  hopes  of  obtaining  so  valuable  a  prize. 

The  first  rain  of  the  scusoii  fell  at  this  lime,  but  so 
light  as  to  be  barely  perceptible.  A  flotrk  of  Pln-tiiilcd 
Pucks  {Ana»  Caudaotta)  iiud  idso  one  of  Snow  Geese 
(Anstr  Htfprrboreus)  were  seen  going  to  the  northward, 
joyously  told  us  of  the  advent  of  summer.  Although 
the  weather  in  the  early  part  of  tlie  month  had  been 
unusually  cold  and  boisterous  for  the  season,  the  last 
few  days  had  in  part  compensated  for  its  previous 
severity.  Still  there  was  no  diminution  in  the  thickness 
<£  the  ice ;  the  mean  of  scvcnil  borings  was  found  to  Iks 
seven  fwt,  but  of  a  totally  different  character  from  it* 
fonner  flinty,  adamantine  hardness  ;  und  was  theu  so  dis- 
inlegnrted  and  softened  by  the  permeation  of  water,  ns 
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to  afford  easy  progress  to  the  boring  irons,  A. 
considerable  quantity  of  snow  fell  tlirougliout  the 
moiitJi,  but  now  disnppoiircd  under  the  influence  of  a 
daily  increasing  tetniierature,  which  ranged  from  5" 
below  to  -t?"  above  zero,  with  a  mean  at  18°  8'/  V. 
Our  exertions  iu  tbc  chase  continued  to  be  attended 
with  a  fair  amount  of  success.  Kock  and  Willow 
Grouse,  a  few  Hares  and  Poxes  were  added  to  our  stock, 
enabling  u»  to  i.^suc  one  meal  of  fresh  meat  odou  a 
week.  On  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  June,  we  were 
much  surprised  on  observing  the  approach  of  Captain 
M'Clure  and  party  from  the  southward ;  and  we  coutd 
scarcely  Imvc  biilicved  untU  assured  of  the  fiict,  that 
ifae  journey  was  accomplished  in  somewhat  less  than 
half  the  time  taken  in  its  performance  by  Lieutenant 
HasHcli— this,  bowcvcr,  appeared  to  answer  no  other 
])ur])nse,  than  that  of  instituting  a  comparison  at  the 
expense  of  tlic  men.  In  jus^cc  to  tlic  latter  officer,  it 
must  he  stjitcd  that  from  the  leisurely  mode  of  tnivel- 
ling  adopted,  he  brought  liis  men  on  board  in  a  good 
stAte  of  health  and  efKciency  for  further  service,  if 
necessaiy.  Wliilc  the  party  of  the  former,  were  so 
worn  out  and  txhaustcd,  from  the  rapidity  and  harassing 
nature  of  the  march,  ivithout  sufficient  rest,  that  one 
hnlf  were  placed  nn  the  sick  list  on  their  return — (one 
of  whom  wa^  severely  frust-bittcu) — and  the  remainder 
told  mctbut  they  could  not  have  continued  the  journey 
tar  six  hours  longer,  at  the  same  rate  of  travelling. 
This  circumstance  I  adduce  to  show   how  Uttle  a 
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display  of  energy  may  avail,  when  unacronipaniwl  liy 
discrcttou  and  judgment,  and  to  point  out  tlic  neces- 
sity tht^re  exists  of  exercising  both. 

They  met  the  tribe  of  Bsquiniaux  a  short  distance 
to  the  northward  of  ^vhere  they  bad  beeu  formerly  seen, 
the  latter  having  a  day  or  two  previous  rumovcd  their 
tents  to  new  fishing  ground.  These  appeared  simple 
and  barniless,  the  most  jirimitive  of  their  race  that 
bud  yet  been  uict  with,  and  occupied  the  most 
northern  position  of  any  seen  hitherto  or  suhscquently 
by  us.  They  said  that  they  belonged  to  the  neigh- 
bouring land  of  Wollaston,  and  had  never  seen  white 
men  I>efore,  nntil  visited  by  the  party  of  Mr.  Haswell, 
their  only  communication  being  with  the  neighbouring 
tribe  further  inland,  with  whom  they  trade — many 
of  them  inhabit  the  land  to  the  eastward.  They 
drew  an  outline  of  the  coast,  by  desire,  on  paper  being 
placed  before  them  for  the  puqiose.  On  reaching  a 
certain  point  which  they  marked,  they  said  that  from 
it,  thoy  could  see  across  the  Strait,  what  they  dcsig- 
Dat«l,  the  Gre-at  hand,  meaning  that  of  America, 
but  that  none  of  them  had  ever  visited  it.  It  was 
laid  down  quite  iu  accordance  with  its  outline  on 
the  chart,  and  on  reaching  that  point  where  its 
continuity  was  interrupted,  the  draughtsman  stopped, 
saying  he  had  lx^.n  no  furllier  along  the  coast.  The 
pencil  was  then  taken  up  by  the  wife  of  the  chief,  a 
womau  who  evinced  great  quickness  and  intulUgence ; 
and  in  a  very  determined,  dashing  momier,  she  formed 
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the  coast  line  of  a  deep  Itay — thus  filling  up  the  blank 
then  (.'xisliiig  on  tlic  riinrt,  between  Wollaston  and 
Victoria  Lands,  and  establishing  their  continuity ;  the 
accuracy  of  which  was  subsequently  fiJly  oonfirraed 
by  the  journey  of  Mr.  Rae  along  that  coast.  She 
dropped  the  pencil  on  reucbing  her  furthest  point 
of  travel,  where  she  said,  there  were  liigh  mountains, 
and  many  Esquimaux  from  whom  the  tribe  received 
copper  in  exchange  for  skins,  the  metal  generally 
fashioned  into  implements  of  war  and  the  chase. 
Some  of  our  men  saw  lumps  of  copper  ore  lying 
about  the  huts,  a  few  of  which  they  picked  up  and 
brougbt  on  boonl.  It  was  certainly  the  purest  ore 
1  ever  saw,  and  the  natives  appeared  to  think  it 
strange  wc  shoidd  think  it  worth  carrj'ing  iw  fiu-. 
This  circumstance  was  not  made  known  to  Captain 
M'Clure  by  the  men,  until  some  time  after  their  depar- 
ture, Wc.  conscijuently,  assumed,  it  came  firom  the 
mountains  of  Victoria  Liuid  of  which  they  spoke.  It 
is  to  be  rei^Tettcd  that  the  humed  nature  of  the 
visit,  which  barely  amounted  to  bolf-an-honr,  did  not 
allow  fuller  enquir}"  respecting  the  source  from  %vhence 
it  was  procured,  tho  character  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
land  they  inhabited.  Their  knives,  an-ows,  needles,  and 
other  cutting  and  piercing  instruments  were  oU 
made  of  copper — several  specimens  of  which  were 
obtained — fashioned  into  shape  entirely  by  hammering. 
No  igneous  power  being  had  recourse  to,  it  was  sur- 
prising to  sec  the  admirable  nature  of  the  work, 
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considering  the  means  by  which  it  was  cfFectfid,  and 
the  form  reflected  great  credit  on  their  ingenuity  ami 
excellence  in  the  adaptation  of  design. 

Our  party  made  them,  several  presents,  and  much 
asfeanished  at  such  liberality,  they  wished  to  know 
what  tlicy  slionld  give  in  return,  but  on  being  told 
they  wen?  gifts  from  our  chief,  they  at  once  pre- 
sented several  copper  instruments  and  skins.  They 
were  quite  devoid  of  nil  thnt  mercenary  spirit,  and 
those  strong  thieving  and  other  propensities  so 
universal  amongst  the  Ksquimaiix  on  the  American 
coast — the  result  of  tbcir  contact  with  civilized  man 
— being  a  few  of  the  evils  which  invariably  follow  his 
footsteps  over  the  world,  when  antiigonizod  by  no 
controlling  power.  Thoy  were  quite  ignorant  that 
then;  existed  any  other  people  differing  from  thcra» 
selves  in  manners  and  customs ;  and  asked  our  party 
where  they  came  from,  and  where  their  hunting 
ground  was  situated.  Their  cntin:  occHjtntion  con- 
sisted iu  hunting  and  fishing,  migrating  to  and  fro 
along  this  co;»st,  fixing  their  temporary  abode  wherever 
success  was  moat  likely  to  attend  their  efforts;  and 
appeared  to  be  influenced  by  no  other  feeling  tlian 
the  acquisition  of  what  was  essential  to  their 
sustenance  from  one  season  to  another,  to  niford  them 
suftident  food  and  raiment  for  sustaining  bfe  and  pro- 
tecting them  from  the  cold.  They  manifested  great 
ouustemation  on  seeing  one  of  the  guns  discharged  to 
gratify  their  curiosity;  having  never  seen  or  heard 
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J  of  the  kind  before.  They  were  invited  to 
vis:t  Ibe  ship,  and  aa  their  kin.lness  and  simplicity 
excited  a  great  degree  of  interest»  a  guu  was  offered 
to  each  of  tho  men  who  would  visit  us,  and  other 
presents  to  tlie  woiiicu.  They  promised  to  come, 
but  perhaps  the  state  of  the  ice  subsequently,  prcveated 
tbem.  It  is  quite  deplorable  to  think  of  so  fuic  a 
race  as  they  were  irprescnted  U)  be,  being  so 
utterly  uegltcted,  uud  existing  in  a  state  of  such 
abject  hcatlienisni ;  more  ])arti(;ularly  when  we  find 
the  southern  boundary  of  their  country  within  twenty- 
five  miles  of  the  northern  limit  of  the  extensive 
territories  of  that  Company  (IIudsoD's  Bay)  who 
obtJiiiied  and  still  hold  a  charter  granted  to  them, 
that  they  might  he  the  means  of  pramotiiig  commerce 
uud  udvTtneing  civilization  anioogst  these  wild  but 
interesting  people.  How  far  they  have  succeeded  in 
the  former,  they  probably  can  tell,  but  bow  (hey 
have  neglected  the  latter,  we  have  seeu. 

One  of  tilt-  men  of  this  piirty,  Coruelius  Hewlett, 
vtaa  brought  on  board  in  a  very  deplorable  state, 
having  been  frost-bitten  in  both  feet  on  the  night  of 
his  departure  from  the  ship,  although  the  tcmperuture 
was  then  only  two  degrees  beJow  frccz-ing  point.  This 
occurred  from  liis  feet  becoming  benumbed  in  going 
through  the  several  pools  of  water  that  had  formed 
on  the  floe ;  and  the  canvas  boots  which  he  wore 
bcmg  ill  the  first  instimce  rather  siimll,  were  contracted 
still  more  by  the  wet,  impeding  free  cireuhition  in  hie 
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feet  by  the  pressnre.  On  removing  tliem  the  follow- 
iug  morniog,  when  they  encamped,  the  toes  of  both 
feet  were  quite  rigid  and  frost-bitten.  To  restore 
wanntli  tn  the  parts  was,  of  course,  the  first  object, 
but  instead  of  having  recourse  to  ordiniuy  friction 
witli  the  hand,  directions  u-ere  most  iiijudicioiivly 
given  to  ml)  them  with  concciitnited  spirits;  this 
pi-oduced  such  violent  local  reaction,  that  inflamma- 
tion set  in  of  such  an  Jicute,  unhealthy  cliarnctcr, 
mortification  cnsuetl.  On  his  arriving  on  board,  I 
found  the  toes  of  the  riglit  foot  In  an  advanced  state 
of  gangrene,  which  entailed  the  necessity  of  their 
removal  by  amputation,  together  with  the  great  and 
a  portion  of  the  second  toe  of  the  other  foot,  and  it 
was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  three  remain- 
ing toes  were  saved.  This  occurrence  was  the  more 
to  l>e  regretted,  for  had  judicious  means  been  used 
in  the  first  instance,  and  ordinary  care  afterwards, 
such  a  residt  would  not  have  happened.  The  pour 
fellow  still  dragged  at  the  sledge  as  long  as  he  was 
aldu,  although  the  pain  he  was  suffering  must  have 
lx;cn  agonizing ;  and  when  at  last  obliged  to  forego 
labour,  he  had  to  walk  through  poc^s  of  freezing 
water  and  thawing  snow,  as  it  was  not  considered 
ooniputiblo  with  the  rapidity  of  the  journey,  that  ho 
should  be  carried  on  the  sledge— henoe  the  sad 
results  I  liave  mentioned. 

Several  Bears  were  daily  seen  making  their  way  to 
the  northward,  and  were  pursued  whenever  there 
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nppearec!  any  chance  of  success,  by  parties  of  three  or 
four  |>cr50D8 ;  but  whether  tcrritievl  Ijv  our  nppciirancc, 
or  influenced  by  straug  iustinctive  feelings  of  self- 
preservation,  they  never  manifested  any  desire  for 
attack,  and  seldom  could  wo  ever  bring  them  within 
range  of  our  guns.  Three  approached  the  ship  quite 
close  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  amid  the  excitement 
incideutal  to  the  unexpected  arrival  of  the  travelling 
party  ;  after  taking  a  survey  they  leisurely  walked  off, 
when  tliey  were  pursued  liy  a  party  of  three — by  whom 
one  or  two  of  tliem  were  wounded — who  followed 
their  blood  marks  on  the  snow  for  a  considerable 
distance  without  success. 

tarly  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  paity  of  Mr. 
Wynniatt  made  their  appearance  from  the  northward, 
when  a  fatigue  party  was  sent  out  to  their  assistance. 
We  soon  had  the  pleasure,  of  receiving  them  on 
board  with  three  cheers,  looking  well  and  in  good 
lieatth  after  their  journey,  the  last  few  days  of  which 
were  txindered  unusually  harassing  from  the  progress 
of  thaw,  and  the  accumulation  of  water  on  the  ice. 
Mr.  Wynniatt  after  rounding  Point  Peel,  found  the 
coast  line  to  trend  to  the  south-east,  into  a  deep  inlet, 
tbe  entrance  to  which  he  crossed,  still  following  the 
coast  which  tlicn  took  a  north-easterly  direction ; 
ibis  led  him  into  a  bay  of  cousidcrable  extent,  from 
which  the  outline  of  the  land  still  trended  to  the 
east-north-cast,  in  the  direction  of  Cape  Walker,  imtil 
lie  reached  liis  furthest  point  on  the  24th  of  May. 
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Strange  to  nnrrfite,  on  the  dny  pre\'ious  (23rd)  a 
party  under  Lieutenant  Oslroni  from  (Captain  Austiu's 
expedition,  reached  within  about  sixty  miles  of  Mr. 
Wyuniott's  turning  point.  IIow  important,  tlicreforc, 
it  woul<i  hnve  been  had  these  officers  effected  a 
junction^which  they  coidd  have  done  with  the 
gresilcst  Ctt8i;  hud  tlisy  been  aware  of  eucli  other's 
contiguity.  Thna  wus  uiiotbcr  cluince  lost  of  com- 
pleting t)ie  chain  of  cummuiiiuition  between  the 
eastern  and  western  Mxpeditions.  This  is  the  fourth 
instance  of  a  similar  kind  1  have  nai-rated,  whore  we 
have  seen  parties  roaming  over  t]ie  desolate  Potur 
wilds,  with  a  common  object  in  view,  reaching  within 
one  or  two  days'  travelling  of  each  other,  and  from 
ignorance  of  each  others  intended  operations,  and  the 
non-estaWishment  of  any  preconcerted  plan  for 
forming  a  reiulezvons — where  if  ibcy  did  nut  happen 
to  meet,  they  would  at  least  have  left  information  for 
each  other's  guidiuice — their  labours  were  entirely 
unproductive.  The  vital  importance  of  such  i'xpe- 
ditiotos  being  aware  of  the  relative  position  of  each 
other,  is  too  obvious  to  call  for  further  observation. 
It  would  litA  only  have  rendered  the  search  in  every 
respect  more  perfect,  but  xvould  have  kept  open  b 
communication  with  Eiiglanil ;  thereby  conveying 
intelligence  of  our  proceedings,  that  could  not  but 
have  been  acceptable  to  a  cmuitry,  which  had  made, 
and  was  making,  the  most  noble  and  unparalleled 
efforts  in  search  of  her  ill-fated  sons. 
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Mr.  WynniiitL  in  his  journey  discovered  no  trace 
of  tile  great  object  of  our  search,  nor  tiny  evidence  of 
luaii  having  ever  been  on  tbu  const.  After  muuding 
Point  Peel,  he  informed  me  the  character  of  the  Innd 
became  bold  and  rocky — high  aiiJ  prtripitous  uIlfTs 
were  met  with,  of  Hniestone  formation ;  but  as  he  ail- 
vanced  to  the  aistwon!,  it  beeamo  lo«'  auJ  iiat.  The 
icu  in  Barrow's  Strait  was  cliiefly  of  that  year's  fonua- 
tjoii,  but  ill  the  bays  or  inlets  there  were  numerous 
old,  heavy  fioes  of  stupendous  si/^,  which  appeared  hs 
if  never  to  have  moved.  The  opinion  has  been  ad- 
vanced by  some,  that  a  Strait  exists  between  Points 
Lock  and  Willoughby ;  this  I  am  firiuly  of  opinion 
is  nothing  more  than  an  inlet,  for  it  having  been 
my  ill  fortune  to  spend  my  Inst  winter  in  the  ice 
not  far  from  this  locality,  drifting  iti  tlic  ytack. 
from  Melville  islands  to  near  Cape  Cockbnm.  in 
H.M.  Ships  '  Resohite '  and  '  Intrepid,'  I  found  no 
indication  whatever  of  there  having  been  a  set  of 
the  ice  in  that  direction,  na  the  course  of  our  drift 
proved,  although  strong  northerly  nnil  uortli-westerly 
winds  prevailed.  The  assumption,  therefore,  that  the 
^coost  line  is  not  there  continuous,  is  I  thiuk  erroneous, 
and  unsupported  by  one  particle  of  evidence.  This 
laud,  presenting  a  northern  aspect,  and  had  a  tnore  blenk 
and  desohitc  appearance  than  that  on  eitlier  .side  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales'  Strait ;  it  was  still  snow-covered 
with  no  appearance  of  thaw,  and  unvisited  by  any  of 
tlic  birds  or  auimids  wliich  our  travellers  so  plcutifuUy 
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met  with  on  re-entering  the  Strait  on  their  retiirn. 
Tbey  saw  at  various  times  on  the  journey  no  less 
than  thirteen  Bcftre,  but  as  they  could  not  make  them 
in  any  way  uvailublc  for  use,  under  the  cii-cuiustances, 
they  were  allowed  to  proccc<l  on  their  way  uamolestetl. 

The  shooting  piirtiL-s  returned  on  the  evening  of 
the  7th,  bringing  with  them  six  Ducks,  thirteen 
Hares,  twenty-two  Ptnrinigan,  some  Golden  Plover, 
{Charadrius  Pluvialis)  and  a  few  Sandcrlings,  (Cn/i- 
tiris  Arenaria).  Tbey  reported  that  the  thaw  was 
rapidly  progressing,  that  the  ravines  and  valleys  were 
full  of  running  water,  and  that  the  pools  collected  on 
the  sea-ice  were  in  some  places  nearly  waist  deep.  The 
appearance  of  the  men  on  coming  on  hoard  bore 
ample  testimony  to  the  exertion  they  had  undergone 
in  dragging  the  sledge.  The  boat  whieh  was  hh  ou 
the  eastern  shore  in  March  for  the  use  of  the  trareU 
ling  parties  b^.'ing  no  longer  required,  all  our  available 
men  were  dispjitclied  early  ou  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
to  bring  it  on  board.  Tikis  was  a  work  no  less  dilfi* 
colt  than  hamissing,  from  the  laboiur  required  to  drag 
it  through  deep  ]K)u1s  of  water  and  shulgi^  The  party 
shot  several  Ducks,  nuuierous  tlocks  of  which  they 
saw.  On  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  1  proceeded  to- 
wards midnight  with  four  companions,  in  the  hojK  of 
adding  to  our  stock  of  game,  and  perhaps  of  meeting 
our  absent  party  Irom  the  southwant,  whose  return  was 
then  due.  "We  were  enabled  fully  to  confirm  all  there- 
ports  that  had  reached  us  with  respect  to  the  state  of  the 
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ice.  It  waa  nearly  everywlicre  covered  with  pooJs  of 
water,  through  some  of  which  wo  wiidetl,  end  found 
them  nearly  waist  deep ;  tlic  cracks  were  very  numer- 
ous, conveying  the  pleasing  evidonee,  that  with  the 
presence  of  the  other  forces  at  work  for  its  ilestruetioo, 
a  break-up  of  the  ice  might  be  expected  at  an  early 
period.  We  had  a  good  night's  sport,  and  consider- 
ably enriched  our  larder  with  Ducks  and  Gulls — the 
latter  liad  collected  in  considerable  numbers  on  the 
edges  of  the  rocks,  there  were  three  distinct  species 
{Larus  Glaucus,  iyints  Argentatus,  Larus  Tridactylm). 
On  ascending  the  summit  of  the  island,  we  conUl 
disoem  with  the  aid  of  the  telescope,  a  small  durk 
moving  mass,  far  distant  on  the  ice,  M'hich  left  no 
doubt  on  our  raimls  of  its  being  the  gRllnnl  Uttlo 
band,  whose  return  we  were  anxiously  looking  for. 

We  immedialuly  retraced  our  steps  to  the  ship, 
which  we  reached  about  5  a.m.  with  the  intelligence, 
when  a  party  ^vas  sent  out  to  meet  and  assist  thotii. 
About  8  A.M.  wc  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming 
them  on  board,  all  more  or  less  fagged  from  the  hard 
work  they  had  lately  gone  through,  owing  to  the  state 
of  the  ice ;  and  a  few  of  them  were  subsequently 
pUicedon  the  sick  list.  Lieutenant  Cresswcll  iufurmcd 
us  that  they  proeeodtrd  along  the  south-western  const  of 
Baling  Island,  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  the  Strait,  then 
westward  along  its  eouthem  coast,  rounded  Nelson's 
Head,  and  finally  renched  Cape  Lambton,  from 
whence  they  retraced  their  steps.  Near  the  latter,  and 
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about  fifty  yarJs  from  the  beach,  they  discovered  a 
small  fresh-water  lake,  with  driftwood  strewn  along 
its  edge,  having  everj-  appeamnce  of  its  being  brought 
there  by  tidal  liiflucacc,  although  fur  removed  from 
the  usujJ  lino  of  high-water  mark,  which  barely 
exceeds  a  rise  and  fall  of  two  fuot.  This  drill  ia 
difficult  of  cxplnuatioo.  unless  caused  by  the  strong 
westerly  winds  which  j^eiierally  prevail. 

Thoir  ri'port  of  the  state  of  the  ice,  and  the  progrcs* 
of  thaw,  M'fts  very  satisfactory ;  one  crack  or  opening 
waa  met  with  near  Nelson's  Head,  thirty  feet  bromi,  that 
promised  to  arrest  their  progress,  until  one  of  1  lalkctt's 
boats,  with  which  they  were  provided,  enabled  thorn 
to  convey  the  sledge  and  all  its  contents  in  successive 
trips  across  hi  safety,  without  loss  or  casualty  of  any 
kiod — another  instance  of  the  great  utility  of  these 
admirable  contrivances  on  this  kind  of  service. 

All  our  parties  having  arrived  in  safety  on  board, 
it  was  not  considered  judicious,  from  the  state  of  the 
ice,  to  dispatch  shooting  parties  again  to  the  laud, 
and  but  little  remained  to  be  done  to  render  us 
nady  to  take  advantage  of  an  early  break  up. 
As  it  was  determined  to  leave  the  whole  boat  then 
at  the  island,  with  the  depot  wo  had  formed  there, 
some  carpenters  went  down  for  three  dap,  to  put  It  in 
a  state  of  thorough  cflicicncy,  and  to  rebuild  the  cairn 
which  had  partially  fallen  during  the  winter.  Another 
detachment,  under  Mr.  Wyiiniatt,  was  dispatched 
to  the  western  shore  for  the  tent,  o(]ui[U)gc,  &c.,  lofl 
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there  by  tlie  last  shooting  pftHy.  On  the  12th, 
I  made  my  last  visit  to  the  island  with  Mv.  Court, 
when  some  ohservations  were  completed  with  the 
Ihcodoiitc,  and  we  retximed  in  the  evening  to  the 
ship.  They  met  with  numerous  adventurous  Bear 
and  Seal  hunts.  Few  incidents  of  consequence  oc- 
curred for  the  rcmtiindcr  of  the  month.  We  could 
not  leave  the  ship,  owing  to  the  stale  of  the  ice.  The 
men  were  employed  in  mukiiiy  the  necessary  pre- 
panitions  for  sea  in  snila,  rigging,  &e.,  and  wo  vvntelied 
with  daily  incrciisiug  interest  and  anxiety  the  pmgi-eiis 
of  that  thaw  which  wits  ultimately  to  lihemte  us  from 
our  iey  prison. 

The  summer  solstice  came,  when  the  sun  again 
couuiieuced  hid  southerly  course ;  but  it  is  snmc 
time  after  his  departure,  belbre  we  are  able  to  take 
advantage  of  what  his  power  has  effected — generally 
not  until  he  has  made  his  appearance  once  more  in  the 
region  of  the  Antarctic  swne.  Thus  we  roinaiiied  in 
liatlcsa  inactivity,  tantalized  by  the  sight  of  nunuTous 
flocks  of  Ducks  and  Geette  flying  to  and  fro  to  thoxo 
seeluded  retreats  where  their  eggs  an:  ilcpoaitcd.  imd 
young  brought  forth  aafe  from  nil  daring  iutruders ; 
but  chocred  by  the  slow,  yet  certain  destructive  power 
that  was  being  wrought  on  the  ice  around  ua.  Many 
familiar  pinnacles  and  hummocks  tLat  for  months  wo 
had  been  accustomed  to  gaze  on,  gradually  diminished, 
ceased  to  be  familiar,  aud  ultimately  faded  from  our 
view. 
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Each  officer  and  man  was  ordered  to  have  a  knap- 
sack containing  a  change  of  warm  clothing,  to  meet 
any  sudden  emergency.  All  were,  therefore,  Ju 
rcadiucsa  for  a  hosty  departure,  should  untoward 
circumstances  render  it  necessary. 

On  the  30th,  the  ice  had  entirely  thawed  firom  the 
ship's  side,  and  she  floated  in  ii  tlock  of  nature's  own 
foriiiiition.  In  the  evening,  the  line  of  tlie  tide  guage 
was  suddenly  drawn  out  several  feet,  which  was  attrt- 
biitahlc  to  tiome  slight  moYement  in  the  ice  ;  and  we 
hailed  it  witli  pleasure  as  the  first,  although  slight, 
motion  that  had  yet  l)ecn  ohservcd. 

The  wentlicr,  throughout  the  entire  month  of  June, 
was  very  favourable  for  breaking  up  the  ice.  The 
temperature  ranged  from  I?''  to  53"  F.  The  latter 
proved,  the  highest  registered  during  the  summer ;  it 
was  on  the  8th,  and  the  mean  of  the  month  wns  3008. 
Strong  wiiidi  prevailed  from  west  and  south-west,  and 
for  the  few  last  days  of  the  month,  from  the  north- 
east, which  exercised  a  powerful  etfect  in  setting  the 
ice  ill  motion  at  an  varlier  period  than  we  subse<]uently 
experienced  elsewhere. 
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State  of  the  lec — Mosquilo«s — Water — Ship  Kteratod— luci- 
iImim  — Drifting— The  iBlands  — Oor  Flot— Make  Sail- 
Position  aail  Ilifficuliies— Criticiil  Situalioo  of  Sliii» — lleRch 
Point  Annstroiig — iUiiideer — Drifting  to  the  Nurtlinard— 
£ffliKtH  of  Gunp^onfk'r  ou  let- — Puinl  Lady  lto«» — A  Fox^ — 
Mask  Oxen — Weathor  and  Tcuiijcraturc — August — IncidenU 
— Kuiu — Drifting^Ciirrents^AspMl  to  the  Northwaril — 
Position  on  the  Kllh — Supposed  appearance  of  Land — Open 
Water — M«k«  Sail — Fog— Its  Difficulties — Ship  Bgroiind— 
H«r  Safety — Strange  CoinciJence— Aspect  of  the  Coast — 
Coiiicul  UiUs — ^Their  Formation — Blasting  wth  Gcnpowder — 
Its  Etfecta— Wc-Blhcr — State  of  the  Iw  to  the  Northward — 
Run  off  Shore  to  South-Wcst — Spanker  Boom  carried  away 
— A  Gale— Drifting — Unplcaswit  Position  and  Prospects. 

Tub  advent  of  July  wns  jo}fully  welcomed,  and  still 
found  us  in  a  state  of  anxious  jireparation  for  the 
great  event,  to  which  we  all  anlcntly  looked  forward 
— our  liberation— as  we  continued  to  observe,  what- 
ever could  foretell,  or  establish  the  slightest  Move- 
ment in  the  ice,  which  we  found  had  decreased  in 
thiuluiess,  3  feet    2^    inches   during    the  previous 
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month.  Numerous  holes  Imd  been  formed  in  Us  sub- 
stjince  to  the  wutcr  Ijciieath,  whose  incrcjisiog  extent 
was  eagerljr"  watched  and  reported  on,  as  the  process 
of  disiiitegnitioti  rupidly  advanced. 

A  Parhelion  was  visible  nt  10  P.M.,  on  the  3rd  ;  but 
much  less  brilliant  than  litis  beautiful  phenomeuun,  as 
seen  in  the  winter.  On  the  7tli.  the  ice-mate  nmdc 
a  clit'criug  report  from  the  crowa-nest — a  space  of 
open  water  was  observed  extending  along  the  eastern 
shore  to  the  northwtu'd  for  a  couple  of  miles ;  Iho 
first  bine  water  yet  seen.  On  the  same  day,  the  visit 
of  a  few  MasqnitoL's,  causfd  a  lively  dega-e  of  interest ; 
and  we  submitted  to  their  assault  with  very  different 
feelings  than  they  would  have  created  under  other 
circumstanoes. 

From  this  period  each  successive  day  revealed 
some  change  in  the  aspect  of  the  ice,  n'hicli  waa 
evidently  doomed  to  wirly  destruction ;  the  crocks  to 
the  soutliward  having  opened  out  considentblv.and  con- 
nected themselves  with  the  water  formed  along  cither 
shore.  On  the  IMh,  that  between  cur  position  and 
tlie  islands,  was  obscr^'eil  in  motion,  and  open  water 
oould  be  seen  extending  from  shore  to  shore ;  while 
to  the  southward  of  the  istandj  nothing  but  loose 
sailing  ice  could  be  seen.  To  the  northwant  it  did 
not  present  the  same  pleasing  pro3|)ect,  as  water 
could  only  be  traced  along  the  shore  of  Prince 
Albert's  Ijond  to  a  point  of  the  coast  which  bt-ars  my 
nnmo.  This  is  a  promiucut  feature  in  this  Strait,  some 
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eleven  or  twelve  miles  tlistwit,  to  which  our  eyes 
had  been  oflcii  directed  during  the  long  period 
of  our  iniprisonnient,  in  the  hope  fondly  indulged 
in,  of  passing  it  one  day  or  other  on  oiir  homeward 
route. 

There  was  then  no  doubt  that  the  Strait  was 
navigable  everj'where  to  the  southward  of  our  position ; 
and  we  anxiously  waited  for  eucb  successive  tide  to 
break  up  those  barriers  by  which  we  were  still  rctnincd. 
Nor  were  we  kept  much  longer  in  bondage.  At 
an  early  hour  on  the  uiorning  of  the  14th,  the  ice  was 
observed  in  motion;  but  until  10.30  we  were  still 
stationaiy  as  far  as  our  laiKl-ioai'k.t  enabled  us  to 
determine ;  then  the  ico  under  our  stern  beeame 
detached  from  tlie  floe,  and  was  l>orne  a  few  feet  to 
the  northward,  leaving  the  ship  in  a  lane  of  water, 
which  opened  out  into  tho  large  expanse  to  the  south- 
ward. In  the  prohabdity  of  our  being  separated 
from  our  well  tried,  trusty  Boe,  anchors  were  laid  out, 
by  means  of  which  wc  renewed  the  bond  of  union, 
then  threatened  with  rupture ;  but  under  cuicum- 
'fltanccs  so  widely  cliffcrent  from  that  eventful  night 
iu  September,  when  our  safety  de|X'nded  entirely  on 
our  rcmaiuiug  attached,  in  wliich  state  wc  continued 
throughout  (d!  our  i>erilous  wanderings. 

Tlic  iirichors  were  Tiot  bid  out  too  soon,  but  proved 
a  g<Kid  precautionary  measure,  for  at  ;2'40  p.u.  the 
ice  separated  and  broke  up  so  gently  about  us,  that 
the  Hrat  intimation  we  hiid  of  this  great  fact,  was 

A   A 


354 


THE  North-west  passage. 


seeing  the  ship  flo»Uug  in  and  surrounded  once 
more  by  her  own  element — thus  testifying,  that 
the  long  wished  for  period  of  liberation  liad  then 
arrived.  We  were  slowly  borne  to  the  south-east 
in  company  with  owe  floe,  with  scarcely  a  breath 
of  ail. 

So  sudden  was  our  departure,  that  some  of  onr 
men  who  had  gone  for  their  washed  clothes,  then 
drying  on  a  neighbouring  floe,  had  not  lime  to 
regain  tlic  ship ;  and  myself  with  one  or  two  others, 
only  a  few  yards  disUtut,  with  difficulty  got  on  board, 
before  she  moved  off.  On  the  ice,  we  left  numerous 
relics  of  our  winter's  sojourn — the  accumulation  of 
many  strange  materiab,  which  may,  perhaps,  have 
been  bonie  to  othe-r  distant  regions,  to  record  our 
visit  to  the  Polar  Sea,  and  testily  that  civilized  man 
bad  been  a  resident  there.  One  could  not  but  view 
these  objects  with  mingled  feelings,  associated  as  thoy 
were  with  many  interesting  incidents  of  the  \}ast ;  they 
contrasted  in  a  marked  degree  with  the  pimty  of  that 
element  ou  which  they  were  th^n  being  borne  away. 
Though  we  greatly  rejoiced  at  our  early  dehver- 
auce,  we  could  not  indulge  iu  the  hope  of  making 
much  northerly  advance  for  some  time.  No  water 
could  bo  seen  iu  the  pack,  except  that  extending  for 
BCUDe  distance  along  either  shore ;  on  the  eastern  side 
it  was  observed  extending  as  far  to  the  northward  as 
Point  Armstrong,  into  which  we  could  easily  have  got, 
although  the  wind  was  at  the  time  light;  but  it  was 
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considereil  more  judicious  to  allow  the  ship  to  drift  in 
the  loose  ice— for  wlmt  reason,  I  and  many  others 
were  iit  a  loss  to  discover.  In  the  remainder  of  this  uiid 
the  following  day,  wc  were  drifted  alternately  to 
north-east  and  south-west,  the  latter  much  prcdomi- 
iintiog,  until  wo  again  appi-oachcd  the  Princftss  Iloyal 
Islands,  when  we  became  beset  by  a  lieavy  |jieco  of 
old  floe-icc  getting  under  our  stem  and  starboard 
quarter.  Oar  best  efforts,  until  miduight,  were 
required  to  free  tis  from  this  troublesome  visitor, 
obliging  us  to  cast  off  from  our  floe,  to  allow  it  more 
space  to  pass  on  its  northerly  course.  On  the  16th, 
wc  regained  our  old  floe,  atid  with  it  wc  were  borne 
to  and  fro,  under  the  influence  of  wind  and  tide ;  but 
fortunately  were  not  then  subjeet  to  any  heavy 
pressure. 

On  the  I7th,  wc  were  drifled  to  within  600  yards 
of  the  larger  island,  whose  bt^d,  precipitous  eastern 
front  frowned  on  us,  by  no  means  anspicioosly ; 
indued  we  could  not  behold  our  advance  towards  it, 
without  entertaining  the  most  sonoua  apprehensions. 
Fortunately,  wo  were  presently  borne  to  the  south- 
ward, until  our  course  was  arrested  about  a  mile 
distant  froa\  its  southern  extreme.  A  few  hours 
afterwards,  we  were  again  carried  in  the  same  direc- 
tion ;  as  if  destined  to  describe  circles  perpdually 
around  these  islands,  now  so  celebrated  in  the  history 
of  our  voyage — under  existing  circti instances,  a 
closer  acquaintance  with  which  would  have  been  far 
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from  desirable.  It  was,  tbercfor*:,  dctcrniineil  to  Uike 
advantage  of  a  lane  of  open  water,  wliich  extended  for 
a  short  distance  to  the  ^^outhwnrd,  iind  with  n  fair 
'viod  to  make  sail,  and  nin  ns  far  clear  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  us,  iis  possible.  For  this  piirposc, 
we  were  at  Inst  obliged  to  part  froia  our  old  and 
feiithful  ic)'  friend,  which  had  Iwnie  us  in  sufety 
through  so  many  tn,ing  scenes  and  perils. 

Accordingly,  at  U  a.m.,  wc  cast  off  from  it,  and 
the  joyful  pipe  of  "  All  hands  make  sail,"  was  heard 
for  the  first  time  for  the  last  ten  months.  Kight 
cheerfully  was  it  respoudetl  to,  and  we  soon  saw  willi 
delight  our  old  sliip  once  more  under  cnnvuss,  making 
the  best  of  h«r  way  through  loose  ice,  backiiig  and 
filling  alternately,  to  clear  numerous  opposing  obsta- 
cles until  1  P.M.,  when  our  further  progress  became  bo 
impeded,  that  we  were  obliged  to'sccure  the  ship  to  a 
large  floe,  and  continued  drifting  again  as  before. 

Our  position  at  this  time  diffi^rcd  but  Uttlc  from 
that  iu  which  we  were  so  helplessly  placed  at  the 
ctoee  of  the  previous  season,  with  one  imporlant 
difference — the  nuvigabic  season  wus  now  commeacing, 
whereas  it  was  then  drawing  to  a  close.  We  were, 
however,  from  day  to  day  threatened  by  the  same 
daogers,  calling  for  similar  energy  lo  avert,  ns  T  have 
already  described.  The  presence  of  strong  north- 
easterly winds  had  brought  the  old  floe  ice  down 
from  the  northward,  and  from  its  accumulation  abont 
u±),  the  ship's  further  progress  to  the  southward,  had 
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from  some  cause  become  atTeste<l — ^perhnps  the  ice 
pressing  lliroTigh  Dolphin  and  Union  Strait  to  the 
westward  liiid  hlocke*!  up  the  outlet  of  the  Strait. 
Wc  uroru  on  the  18th,  in  a  position  where  the  floea 
on  either  side  met  about  ten  yards  astern,  forming  the 
apex  of  a  triangle  iu  whieh  wc  were  placed,  with  a 
most  fonnidabic  lookini^  one  ahead ;  and  in  this 
awkwa.rd  situation  wc  were  drifted  to  and  fro — the  ice 
grinding  and  crushing  against  us — not  knowing  the 
moment  whoii  the  cAd  floes  might  close  and  efTect  our 
destniciion. 

Eariy  on  the  morning  of  the  1 9th,  the  colossal  floe 
to  which  we  were  attached,  became  rent  in  five 
different  places — owing  to  the  prcssurc  from  others  in 
proximity — whidi  obliged  us  at  once  to  cast  off,  and 
by  means  of  ice  anchors  haul  tlie  ship  into  a  sort  of 
dock,  formed  by  an  indentation  in  its  edge.  Tbu 
was  not  acconipHshe<l  without  considerable  labour, 
being  forced  to  have  n^oursc  to  the  saws,  to  remove 
some  obstructing  pieces  that  lay  in  our  way.  On 
the  20th,  we  were  enabled  to  make  sail  for  a  couple 
of  miles  through  an  open  space  of  water  which  led 
us  to  the  northward  of  the  islands,  and  ivachcd  the 
edge  of  a  large  floe,  into  on  indentation  in  which 
the  ship  was  warped  and  again  secarcd.  The  ice 
was  evidently  then  less  obstmetcd  in  its  southerly 
progress,  as  wc  saw  it  during  the  day  setting  rapidly 
down  in  that  direction ;  and  a  considerable  space  of 
open  water  was  observed  to  the  northward  on  the 
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evening  of  the  2lst,  continootts  with   that  on  thftj 

essteni  shore  of  wliich  I  have  before  s{X)ken.  It  wb^^ 
therefore,  quite  tantnliztiig  to  view  sucli  an  open- 
ing, without  being  able  to  reach  it,  in  which  we 
would  then  have  been,  had  we  entered  that  off 
the  eastern  shore,  when  first,  liberated.  Our  position 
had  again  become  so  critical,  that  a  rc{)ctitioti  of 
tlie  measures  necessary  for  a  sudden  abandonment  of 
the  ship  was  very  properly  adopted.  The  floe,  od 
the  outer  edge  of  which  wc  were  secured,  had  from 
the  effects  o(  pressure  become  completely  turned 
round,  so  as  to  place  us  between  it  and  the  ahoro,  and 
we  found  ourselves  distant  firom  the  latter  not  more 
thnn  600  yards,  so  that  any  pressure  uetmg  ou  its 
distant  edge  [nust  have  brought  us  in  still  closer 
proximity,  if  not  thrown  us  la  ouee  on  the  beach,  as 
we  ky  witliin  the  influence  of  tlie  slighti'st  exercise 
of  its  power.  Thus  threiitened  by  ice  ou  one  hand 
and  tilt!  shore  on  the  other,  wc  were  rejoiced  towards 
the  close  of  clay,  when  a  slight  change  taking  place 
enabled  ua  to  escape  froui  our  position  and  warp  into 
one  of  greater  safety.  Up  to  this  period,  wc  had 
never  lost  sight  of  our  winter  floe  since  we  parted 
cuni]Muiy,  the  dark  objects  ou  its  summit  rendering  it 
easily  recognized ;  but  its  goodly  proportions  were 
much  altered,  it  having  been  nipped  in  twain  by 
prttssurc — consequently  our  timely  departure  from  it 
afibrded  good  grounds  for  congruttdation. 

On   the  23rd,  we  were  still  closely  beset,  when 
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towTirda  CTcning  the  hiige  floe  to  which  we  were 
atuich«il  took  the  ground,  fi-om  the  effects  of  the 
concussion,  and  liy  its  onu  vreiglit  it  wits  in  an  instAiit 
split  into  two  parts,  which  rendorcd  our  situation  dan- 
gerous in  the  extreme.  We  remained  attached  to  the 
fragment  that  had  groimdcd,  but  obscn-ing  the  danger 
with  wliich  we  were  threatened  by  the  approach  of 
the  otlier,  no  tiiuc  was  lost  in  disengaging  ourselves. 
We  had  barely  succeeded,  when  that  which  was  in 
motion  came  up,  and  owing  to  the  light  air  then 
present,  struck  the  ship  quietly  astern,  and  gave  her  a 
little  headway.  There  was  at  this  time  no  opposing 
obstacle  immediately  ahead,  otherwise  she  would  have 
been  inevitably  nipped.  The  ice  then  began  to  open 
about  US  most  wonderfully,  which  enabled  us  tO  warp 
clear  of  danger,  and  as  the  water  increased,  the  boats 
were  lowered  to  tow  for  the  fiist  time  that  season.  A 
fresh  broexe  soon  afterwards  springing  up,  enabled  ua 
to  make  sail,  clear  all  ojiposing  difficulties,  and  at  mid- 
night  we  hwl  ruichcd  the  long  desired  open  water.  We 
found  ourselves,  as  we  hoped,  for  ever  clear  of  the  is- 
lands, which  from  their  central  pusttion  in  the  Strait, 
act  an  important  part,  not  only  in  influencing  the  dis- 
position of  the  ice,  but  in  increasing  the  dangers  which 
surround  a  ship  when  helplessly  beSet  drifting  in  the 
pack.  The  day  was,  to  us,  one  of  marked  Providential 
goodness,  we  having  escaped  almost  miraculously 
from  impending  daugcrs,  and  been  borne  into  our 
long  wished  for  haven,  with  appearances  auspicimis  for 
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our  northerly  advance.  The  temperature  of  air  ranf^ed 
from  40''  to  oi\  tliat  of  water  from  32''  to  3G°  - 
speci6c  gravity  1014. 

On  tlie  morning  of  tlie  24th,  the  water  enabled  us 
to  get  close  up  to  Point  Armstrong,  as  far  as  we 
could  then  advance.  Driftwood  h;i\ing  been  observed 
strewn  in  abundance  along  the  beach,  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  part  of  the  coast,  o  boat  was  sent  with  the 
carpenter  to  procure  some  of  it,  and  soon  returned 
heavily  laden ;  several  pieces  of  which  had  such  a 
fresli  appearance  that  Mr.  Ford  supposed  it  could  not 
have  been  nioro  than  &  few  yenrs  from  Its  native 
forest.  The  view  from  the  mast-head  revealed  to  us, 
the  ice  still  unbrokeu  and  attached  to  either  sliore — 
the  Point  with  its  projecting  spit  apparently  presenting 
an  obstaele  to  its  setting  to  the  southward — and  we 
continued  tacking  oft'  the  pack-edge,  enveloped  in  a 
dense  fog  for  the  greater  part  of  tho  day.  Our  diffi- 
ctiltiL's  were  at  this  time  consiierahly  increased,  and 
our  movements  cmlMirrassed  by  the  great  ever-varying 
state  of  the  compasses. 

On  the  25th,  the  ice  closed  on  us  from  the  south- 
ward, when  we  were  again  beset,  and  sustained  somo 
trifling  pressure,  but  nothing  to  cause  any  serioua 
apprehension.  Our  progress  was  then  again  depend- 
mg  on  the  chooces  of  the  drift,  and  ue  were  gratified 
to  fiad  on  the  following  day,  the  36th,  that  it  had 
carried  us  to  the  northward  of  this  dreaded  Point 
Armstrong,  which  then  bore  south-east.    In  theeveiung 
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tbcrc  wc  observed  on  it  a  fine  ben!  of  Reindeer,  whose 
presence  imparted  ii  very  iiovd  and  pleasing  feature 
to  the  drearv  solitude  of  tlie  land.  Our  distance,  and 
the  iiitcrvcution  of  loose  ice,  precluded  the  possibility 
of  their  becoming  our  prey,  much  and  ardently  as  we 
desired  it.  On  the  2Sth,  we  had  drifted  so  far  to 
the  northward,  that  the  islands  were  lost  to  view,  never 
we  Loi^d  U)  he  seen  agniu.  As  wo  wero  thtii  silently, 
but  steadily  borne  onward  towards  (he  outlet  of  tlic 
Strait,  we  anxiously  calculated  the  chances  there  then 
existed  of  o«r  effecting  a  pasaag^through  them — thus 
realizing  all  our  long  cherished  hopes.  The  wind 
from  the  southward  still  continuing,  packed  the  ice 
heavily  to  (he  northward,  where  no  open  water  could 
yet  be  seen.  As  we  knew  not  how  soon  an  oppor- 
tunity would  occur  when  gunpowder  might  aid  or 
facilitate  our  arlvancc.  Captain  M'Clure  rcaolved  to  test 
its  efficacy  on  a  6oc  of  last  year's  ice,  about  four  feet 
thick,  then  in  our  ininiediate  vicinity.  A  hole  wna 
accordingly  bored  until  the  water  was  reached,  and  a 
small  ciisk  containing  forty-seven  pounds  of  powder 
was  placed  beneath  the  flt>e.  and  ignited  by  means  of 
Pickford's  fuse.  Tlie  explosion  which  took  place 
eleven  mmutea  after  the  fuse  wns  ignited,  caused  the 
ejection  of  a  cloud  of  broken  ice  and  water  to  an 
elevation  of  eighty  or  one  hundred  feet  in  tlie  air, 
produced  uu  (jpening  in  the  ice  twenty-live  itvi  in 
diameter,  from  whence  fissures  radiated  in  different 
directions  iroui  sixty  to  two  hundred  feet.     This  ex- 
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pp-riment  mny  1>f!  taTicn  «s  &  Fair  instance  of  the  effeda 
of  a  given  charge  of  gunpowder  on  ice  of  a  certain 
character  under  the  most  favorable  circiimstauces. 
The  shock  of  the  explosion  was  felt  on  board,  which 
caused  our  hells  to  ring  memly,  without  a  pull. 

The  steadiness  of  our  northerly  drift,  left  no  doubt 
of  our  beiug  under  the  influence  of  currents  in  addi- 
tion to  that  of  wind  and  tide,  which  quite  antagonized 
the  power  of  the  lattci-  on  its  return,  and  prevented  our 
being  carried  with  it  to  the  southward.  An  opposite 
effect,  however,  wns  «;xperienccd  on  the  western  side 
of  the  Strait. 

On  the  30th,  we  were  subject  to  prt^swurc  of  various 
degrees  of  force.  The  floe  to  which  we  were  attached 
WHS  rent  in  several  pieces  and  pnoked,  burying  beneath 
it  the  anchors,  which  required  oonsiderable  bbour 
in  recovering.  At  one  time,  the  ice  wos  in  great 
commotiun,  setting  with  the  tide  to  the  northward 
at  the  rate  of  two  knots  on  hour,  bearing  us  with 
it ;  the  loose  pieces  pncking  and  cruuibliiig  on  each 
other  at  times  ns  high  as  our  quarter-lxMtts  ;  but, 
owing  to  its  altered  character — still  undergoing  the 
process  of  thaw — and  being  generally  loose,  we  passed 
harmle^Iy  through  it  all.  The  ominous  Bounds  of 
conflict  forcibly  roniindod  us  of  last  Minter's  ad- 
ventures ;  hut  how  changed  was  the  sound,  now 
comparatively  subdued  aud  soft,  when  contrasted  with 
the  hard,  loud,  grinding  noise  uhich  fell  so  mourn- 
fully on  the  car  during  that  eventful  period  of  our 
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WftTldcriiigs.  As  we  appraaclie*!  Point  Lady  Roes,  I 
obscned  the  cscai-pnicnt  of  tlie  land  become  generally 
marc  abrupt,  witli  divk  vcuis  of  borizouUd  stratlHca- 
tion,  similar  to  tlic  durk  ciny  nnd  sliaJe  fomiatioii  of 
the  coal  moasiurs,  as  observed  eUowliere  on  this  land 
to  the  BODthward.  The  const  line  was  much  inter- 
Bccted  by  mnaerous  deep  gorges,  forming  thu  beds  of 
the  mountain  torrents  during  the  season  of  thaw. 

Xbc  tide  on  the  evening  of  the  $Oth,  set  tlie  ico 
tagain  in  motion  as  before,  and  with  similar  results. 
We  were  astonished  to  see,  in  the  height  of  its  com- 
motion a  little  Fox  crossing  the  Strait  close  to  the  ship, 
bounding  most  adroitly  over  the  masses  of  cnunbliiig 
ice  which  catuc  iu  its  path;  and  we  had  the  satis- 
fuetioii  of  seeing  him  reach  the  shore  in  safety.  We 
were  also  favoured  with  the  sight  of  two  Musk 
Oxen,  wandering  slowly  over  the  land  at  difierent 
periods  of  the  day;  but  there  was  no  possibility  of 
our  makiug  an  effort  to  rench  them,  otherwise  any  risk 
would  have  bicn  cheerfully  encountered  for  tin?  sake 
of  procuring  such  a  prise.  There  was  something 
strikingly  graud  and  novel  in  the  sight  of  these 
formidnble-luoking  crcatm^s  roaming  leisurely  along, 
proud  nionarchs  of  these  dreary  solitudes. 

The  nvonth  which  had  just  then  closed,  we  considered 
to  have  been  highly  favourable  to  our  prospects,  not- 
withstanding what  we  had  already  encountered.  The 
tem|)eniture  had  never  fallen  below  freezing  point, 
having  ranged  from  112^  to  52^  with  a  daily  mean  of 
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87"  54'.  That  of  sea-nnter  was  from  31*  to  3«», 
bat  varied  ranch  in  density  at  different  times  from 
l.flOi  to  1.021 — wbich  inav  be  attributable  to  tern- 
pvrattire  And  the  tides,  bringing  up  water  of  ft  morc 
saline  chanictcT  at  certain  periods.  Strong  winds  very 
gi'iicndly  prevniled.  and  gales  were  fretiueot,  olteT'- 
nating:  with  considerable  regularity  bom  north-east 
to  &outh*wc8t,  with  a  mean  force  of  3.O.  Kain  fell 
occasionally  iu  light  showers,  and  heavy  fogs  were 
often  present. 

Another  month  came,  the  second  August,  wc  had 
spent  within  the  Arctic  Circle,  the  only  one  that 
may  be  said  to  intervene  between  summer  and  the 
comniencenient  of  winter;  and  on  our  progress  would 
then  depend  whether  another  winter  was  to  be  spent 
in  these  regions.  Thai  August,  and  the  beginning  of 
Septeinl>er  are  the  best  for  navigating,  or  rather 
attempting  to  navigate  the  Polar  l^ca,  there  can  exist 
no  doubt,  as  it  is  a  fact  long  cstabliahed  by  cxperioncii ; 
and  I  need  not  call  to  the  remembrance  of  my  ship- 
mates, the  fond  hopes  wliich  were  then  entertained  of 
the  great  things  we  expected  to  achieve  before  the 
return  of  atiother  month. 

The  wind  still  bl«w  fresh  from  sovith-wcst,  and  wc 
oonttntit-d  drifting  in  the  midst  of  a  chaotic  mass  of 
densely  packed  ice ;  this,  at  times,  would  slacken  a 
little,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  warp  for  a  few  yard*  ;  and 
on  the  1st,  we  were  able,  by  tliis  means,  to  advance 
upwards  of  a  mile ;  this,  with  our  drill,  gave  us,  at 
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Icflst,  six  mileH'  of  northing,  ivbich  we  thoufrlit  n  fine 
dar's  progress.  We  liad  niso  inci-eiisod  our  distance 
fmcii  the  shorp,  as  well  119  from  a  shonl,  tliat  extended 
out  for  some  way  from  a  low  point;  a  nearer  ao 
quaintancc  with  w'hich  wc  were  most  anxious  to  avoid. 
The  2nd,  was  the  anniversary  of  the  day  when  we 
first  encountered  the  ice — what  experience  of  the 
element  we  hod  gained  in  twelve  month*  these 
pages  will  uuiply  twtify ;  for  theru  was  no  form  or 
aspect,  which  it  was  possible  for  it  to  assume,  that  we 
had  not  seen,  and  hitherto  succcssfidly  encountered. 
The  day  was  remarkable,  also,  from  our  having  had 
the  heaviest  fall  of  rain  since  crossing  the  circle,  or, 
indt^cd,  I  may  say,  since  we  passed  the  Line,  as  it  fell 
ahnost  mmitcrruptedly  during  the  fore-noon,  and  at 
Croqucnt  intervals  afterwards.  It  was  gliuily  wel- 
comed, as  wc  knew  it  would  have  a  good  disinte- 
grating effect  on  the  ice,  in  addition  to  its  general 
rufn'shing  influence.  Towards  evening  the  wind 
chunt:ed  to  the  northward,  when  it  became  clear,  cold, 
and  breezy  ;-but  for  the  remiiindcr  of  the  day,  wc 
failed  to  observe  any  change  in  the  state  of  the  ice, 
though  we  e.ipectcd  to  see  it  open  with  this  favoui-able 
change  of  wind.  An  effort  was  made  to  ivjich  a  floe 
about  fil'ly  yards  a-head,  by  forcing  the  ship  through 
loose  ice,  W'ith  the  aid  of  canvas  and  warping ;  but 
after  scvcnil  houre  exertion  we  failed  to  move  her  an 
inch.  We  were  again  tantalized  by  tlie  sight  of  a 
Musk  Ox,  and  u  herd  of  clgiit  llcindecr  on  the  land, 
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which  we  supposed  were  those  foruicriy  seen  on  Poii 
Armstrong,  that  had  followed  us  along  the  coast — -^ 
indeed,  some  of  our  ]>coj>lc  went  so  fur  as  to  say,  that 
they  could  recognise  a  stately  old  Buck,  that  had 
formerly  attracted  their  particular  attentiou  as  the 
patriarch  of  the  herd-  These  animals  are  always  seen 
graaing — the  extreme  scantiness  of  tlie  pasturago, 
does  not  allow  of  their  wasting  much  time  m  a  state 
of  repose. 

Our  advance  for  tlie  next  few  days  was  very 
trifliiig;  nothing  occurred  to  cheer  our  hopes.  Our 
patience  was  severely  tested,  as  we  anxiously  watched 
our  landtiiarks,  to  indicate  the  slightttst  movement  iu 
the  ice  or  ship ;  and  our  eyes  in  vain  wandered  over 
the  interminable,  glistening  field  to  the  northward,  for 
the  least  appearance  of  its  opening  out  to  favour  oizr 
onward  progress. 

On  the  5th,  the  wind  changed  to  south-west,  but 
towards  evening  becjime  variable,  and  ultimately  set- 
tled into  its  old  quarter,  norl.h-c?ast.  Our  lundmorka 
then  told  iiH  that  we  had  drifted  a  little  to  the  south- 
ward ;  and  as  the  ice  became  more  open,  and  a  few 
pools  of  water  here  and  there  diBcemible,  wc  knew 
not  how  much  further  altered  might  become  its  as[ 
before  the  lapse  of  another  four-and-tweuty  hours.^ 
Ou  the  following  djiy,  open  water  was  seuu  along  the 
eastern  shore,  which  we  could  not  reach — of  what 
depth,  it  was  impossible  to  say^-otherwise  there  was 
nothing  but  ice  to  be  seen  to  the  northward. 


£PPHCTS    OP    DLASTIKO. 


367 


On  the  7th,  a  strong  south-westerly  wiud  blew, 
altertintiug  with  partial  colius  and  variables.  IL  was 
reinurkable  that  at  one  period  of  the  day,  11  a.m.,  the 
lower  stratum  of  air  blew  from  tlie  north,  H'hen  the 
vane  at  the  mnst-hcad  deuotcd  a  &csh  south-wester, 
while  almost  midway  in  th«  maintop,  it  was  perfectly 
calm.  The  north-easterly  wind,  however,  ultimately 
prevailed,  it  evidently  being  the  colder  of  the  two. 

In  the  morning,  we  had  nt  first  drifted  to  the  west- 
wanl  near  the  centre  of  the  Strait,  but  were  (igniii 
borne  a  little  to  the  north-east.  In  the  aAomoon,  the 
ship  was  wnrpcd  after  much  toil  through  some  pieces 
of  heavy  ice,  which  had  separated  sufficiently  to  allow 
of  our  reaching  a  largt;  floe  piece  about  forty  yards 
distant,  to  which  she  was  secured  af^er  eight  hours' 
exertion.  In  this  short  progress,  however,  we  encoun- 
tered numerous  obstacles,  one  of  which,  withaprojectiug 
tongue  beneath  the  siirlaoc  of  consi<lenible  ex.tent, 
impeded  our  advance,  arul  obliged  us  to  have  rocouritu 
to  gunpowder  for  its  destruction ;  this  it  completely 
effected,  so  as  to  allow  of  its  easy  removal  by  polcti. 
It  is  in  such  cases  that  this  powerful  agent  is  of  much 
service  in  navigation,  by  destroying  tlie  barriers  to  a 
ship's  advance,  where  there  is  space  sulHeient  to  allow 
(^thc  fragmeaLs  being  removed  out  of  the  way  after 
the  explosion. 

We  hail  long  believed  our  northerly  progress  had 
been  much  under  Uie  influence  of  currents,  the 
exisleuce  of    which   we  luid  established    from   the 
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result  of  repeated  obscrvatious ;  and  we  found  a  curreut 
aettiiig  north  from  20°  to  70*^  enst,  at  the  rate  of 
nearly  three  miles  a  day.  On  the  Stli,  wo  bailed  the 
advent  of  spring  tides  as  likely  to  eftect  much  in  our 
fo\our,  nnd  relieve  the  tedious,  wcnrisoiiic  statue  of 
suspense  in  which  we  had  so  long  existed.  We  trust 
to  their  influence  to  take  us  clear  of  the  Strait,  as 
■wc  certainly  increased  our  progrcas  northward. 
On  the  following  day,  the  9th,  the  northern  exfi-eiues 
of  cither  shore  could  bo  distinetly  scon  from  the 
m  ist-hettd,  and  Investigator  and  Parry  Sounds  lay 
before  us,  could  we  only  overcome  the  barrier  that 
inti'rvened.  The  season  of  perpetual  daylight  was 
thus  leaving  us,  the  sun  ceased  to  be  visible  at  10.;iO 
ftbove  the  western  hills,  but  with  an  ice  horizon  his 
setting,  would  of  course,  have  been  considerably  later, 
near  midnight.  The  weather  at  this  time  was 
delightfully  clear  and  serene,  and  wc  were  favoured 
with  many  very  bfamtifiU  refractive  phenomena  from 
time  to  time.  They  tended  to  relieve,  in  some  degree, 
a  painful  stato  of  suspense  and  inactivity,  as  we  gladly 
seized  on  anything  that  could  nifurd  variety  to  the 
anrrnnnding  aspect.  That  wc  were  still  slowly 
drifting  there  could  exist  no  doubt,  as  our  daily 
observations  proved,  having  on  the  10th  found  our* 
selves  in  lat.  J;*"  10'  N.,  long.  US'*  53*  W.  from 
whence  the  high  land  al>ove  Paint  Russell  could  be 
discerned,  and  towards  wliich  our  eyes  were  over 
eagerly  bent,  as  our  minds  dwelt  on   the   pleasing 
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thought  of  soon  passing  to  the  northward  of  this 
extreme ;  all  manifested  a  like  anxiety  for  the 
attainment  of  this  much  desired  object. 

On  the  11th,  we  found,  at  noon,  that  we  had  drifted 
a  mile  in  the  previous  twenty-four  hours,  and  we  ob- 
served that  the  ice  had  opened  out  considerably  to  the 
southward,  but  not  in  our  immediate  vicinity.  It  be- 
came genendly  loose,  and  in  the  event  of  a  fresh  breeze, 
would,  we  hoped,  open  out  a  good  space  of  sea. 
This,  however,  did  not  come ;  and  our  position  on  the 
following  day  brought  with  it  no  change,  except  a  slight 
increase  to  our  northerly  drift.  Some  of  the  ultra- 
sanguine  amongst  us,  fancied  that  they  could  discern 
Melville  Island  from  the  crow's-nest;  but,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  distance,  this  was  considered  by  no 
means  probable.  The  highly  refractive  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  for  the  few  previous  days  might,  how- 
ever, from  its  action  on  vapour  in  that  direction, 
have  given  it  an  appearance  of  land.  This  famed 
locality  was  a  subject  of  such  frequent  conversation, 
that  it  became  easy  for  a  vivid  fancy  to  pourtray  its 
ontlina. 

* 

On  the  13th,  the  wind  still  continued  from  the 
north-east,  with  the  ice  everywhere  around  yjs,  appa- 
rently loose,  and  more  in  motion  than  it  had  been  for 
some  days.  A  large  expanse  of  water  could  be 
seen  to  the  southward,  extending  along  the  eastern 
shore  a  considerable  way  northward  of  our  position. 
To  reach  it  would  then  have  been  a  great  object, 
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but  tlic  state  of  the  ice  did  not  pcnuit  our  making 
the  attcDipt  with  the  certainty  of  success.  Aa  ap- 
pearances justified  our  expectations,  that  the  water 
would  »oou  make  up  to  the  ship,  our  prospcctj>  looked 
brighter  lliun  tliey  had  done  fur  some  days.  A  heavy 
fog  settiug  in  towards  evening  enveloped  us  iu  its 
chilling  mantle,  and  prevented  further  observation 
of  the  changes  then  going  on.  We  still  continued 
slowly  drifting  ;  at  this  time  we  conld  observe  young 
ice  forcaing  nightly  in  the  pools  of  water  on  the  floe. 
Towards  noon  on  tlie  14th,  the  fog  having  cleared 
QH'oy,  wc  found  ouraelvcs  in  lat.  73"  14'  lyN.,  long. 
115''  32'  30"  W.~the  highest  position  we  were 
destined  to  attain,  about  hnlf  a  mile  distant  from 
open  water,  loose  sailing  ice  intervening,  with  u  light 
air  from  the  north-east.  The  rudder  was  at  once 
shipped,  we  cast  off*  from  the  floe,  made  all  plain  sail, 
by  the  aid  of  wliich,  together  with  wnqiing,  we 
reached  the  in-shore  water  in  a  couple  of  hours.  Wc 
continued  our  advance  tacking  between  the  pack  and 
the  shore,  in  soundings  vai^'ing  from  fifty  to  three 
aud  a  half  fathcnus,  until  about  6  F.u.,  when  the  fog 
again  made  its  appearance,  adding  as  it  ever  does  to 
the  difBcultics  and  danger  of  ice  navigation,  At  9  p.m. 
it  had  become  so  dense  that  wc  could  discern  objects 
but  H  very  short  way  from  the  ship.  The  land  had 
ceased  to  be  visible,  uud  hcuvy  Hne  ioc  setting  down 
occasionally  aia-stcd  our  progress  ;  and  coming  heavily 
in  contact  with  it,  we  sustained  some  severe  shocks. 
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Wotwitlistanding  the  difBculties  by  which  we  vrere 
thus  snrroundod,  wc  still  continued  uiidur  weigh,  un- 
willing to  loso  ony  chance  that  might  favour  our 
onward  progress,  until  11  p.m.,  when  off  Point  Lady 
Ross  on  the  in-ahore  tack,  the  ship  suddenly  shot 
from  no  Boiindings  at  twenty  fathoms,  into  three  nud 
three-quarters  nt  tlie  next  cast  of  the  lend,  and  the  fog 
at  the  moment  clearing  off  a  Uttio,  displayed  to  our 
astonished  vision  the  barren,  but  lofty  laud  about 
this  point  of  coast,  only  distant  seventy  yards.  Wo 
immediately  tacked,  but  while  the  ship  was  in  ataya, 
s\\G  struck  on  a  shoal,  stirring  up  the  mud  plentifully 
about  us.  The  hendsaila  were  at  once  backed  and  tilled 
— the  ship  hung  in  the  balance  for  a  moment — in  the 
next  she  Boated,  and  wc  hud  tlic  plciisure  of  seeing 
her  again  standing  ofT  the  shore  through  a  thick  fog 
to\*'ards  the  ice.  In  consequence  of  the  heavy  floe 
ice  closing  rapidly  on  us,  and  curtailing  our  Umits  for 
working  the  ship,  the  fog  nt  the  same  time  increasing, 
we  secured  her  to  a  large  floe  for  the  night.  The 
wind  at  this  time  freshened  considerably,  and  night 
closed  in  dark,  cheerless,  and  foggy.  Our  touching 
the  ground  on  this  day  was  a  remarkable  coincidence, 
this  being  the  anniversary  of  that  eventful  day  in 
August,  the  previous  year,  when  a  similar  occurrcnoo 
took  place,  though  widely  different  ui  degree,  entailing, 
as  it  did,  the  Toss  of  a  laj'ge  quantity  of  provisions. 

The  land  on  this  part  of  Ihc  coast  rose  to  the  height 
of  100  or  500  feet,  inclining  from  the  beach  at  an 
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angle  of  about  25°.  I!  presented  a  formidable  front, 
and  formed  a  ridge  striking  in  appearance  from  a 
few  pyramidal  slinped  mounds  studded  on  its  top. 
They  were  isolated,  and  ftom  twenty  to  thirty  feet  m 
lieight;  similar  in  form  to  others  1  had  observed 
on  the  coast  of  America.* 

The  land  here  presented  an  aspect  of  barrenness 
I  have  seldom  seen  surpassed.  Not  a  blade  even 
of  the  stunted  grass  or  dwarfish  Flora,  or  the  slightest 
trace  of  vegetation,  could  anywhere  be  discovered. 
Dark  boidders  studded  the  escnr])ment  and  were  strewn 
on  its  summit ;  and  the  tortnous  beds  of  water-counes, 
without  one  drop  of  the  limpid  element,  here  and  there 
intersected  a  land  which  appeared  one  uniform  mass  of 
sand  and  mud,  as  if  recently  upheaved  from  the  bed 
of  the  ocean. 

Previous  to  our  casting  off  from  the  floe  in  the 
morning,  anotlicr  experiment  was  made  to  test  the 
efFecta  of  gunpowder  on  a  floo,  of  the  average  thick- 


*  Sir  John  lUchanlson  mrt  nidi  tltcjc  conical,  barrow-shapcil 
liills  on  tht'  cout  of  Ami'ricn,  At  CopUiiil  Hutcltiiison  Inlet, 
but  oil  Inw  ground,  and  (hinks  "  thry  are  remii&nU  of  the  sand 
fonnnlioQ  which  cxtvtra  the  sbido  so  cxtciiaivi-Iy  along  the  cnasta 
of  the  Mackenzie  River,  and  that  they  have  received  their 
conical  form  from  llie  washing  of  high  tidea  during  the  occa- 
sional inundation  of  tbc  low  lands  by  the  iea."< — Hoaf  t'oyage 
ihrtfUffA  ititprrft  hand. 

These,  though  at  a  much  greater  deration,  tnar,  pcrliaps.  hnTc 
been  fonned  rmtn  a  similar  cause  during  the  apht-aval  of  tbia 
land  at  n  remote  period. — Author. 
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ncss  of  12  feet,  and  about  600  yards  lu  diiuiictcr. 
cask  coutnining  3G  pounds  of  {wwdcr  was  placed 
acatli  it,  near  its  cTiitre  hy  tlic  \isual  pi-occss ;  this,  on 
exploding,  rent  it  extensively,  and  it  became  completely 
broken  up.  As  we  left  it,  we  bad  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  fragment'*  floating  about  in  various  dircctious. 
IVora  the  result  of  this  exiwrimcnt  wc  inferred  that 
larger  charges  might  be  mode  available  when  u  ship 
13  closely  pressed  by  ice,  to  Ic&scn  the  danger  of  her 
being  nipped  or  otherwise  injured. 

The  weather  on  the  1  &th  still  coutiniicd  foggy, 
partially  clearing  oft'  ut  iutcrials,  with  u  strong  north- 
easterly breeze,  which  set  the  heavy  Hoes  drifting 
down  on  na  from  the  northward.  The  report  from 
the  iiiust-hcad  was  not  cheering.  No  water  could  be 
Been  in  tliut  direction  ;  but  c  nniTow  lane  still  extended 
ibr  some  distance  along  the  eastern  shore.  In  conse- 
quence of  our  |>oaition,  and  the  heavy  character  of  the 
floes  ill  OUT  vicinity,  it  was  determined  to  lake  ad- 
vantage of  some  open  water  and  loose  ice,  to  run 
farther  off  shore  towards  the  centre  of  the  pack ;  lest 
a  change  of  wind  might  cause  the  latter,  by  closing,  to 
throw  us  on  the  beach.  At  9  a.m.  we  cast  off,  made 
eail  to  the  sonth-wcRt ;  and  *having  obtained  the  best 
position  we  eotdd  in  the  centre  of  the  Strait,  secured 
to  a  large  floe,  shortened  and  furled  sails  ;  previous  to 
which,  and  when  in  the  act  of  wearing  ship,  the 
8paukcr-b<x>m  was  carried  away,  with  a  terrific  crash ; 
fortuuatoly,  uo  casualties  occurred.     The  wind  had 
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then  (resbened  to  the  force  of  o  gale,  which  did  not 
ill  any  great  degree  dtssipote  the  fog  in  which  we 
were  enshrouded ;  and,  surrounded  by  heavy  ic«,  wo 
drifted  for  the  reminder  of  the  day  to  the  south*west 
at  the  rate  of  a  mQe  and  a  half  an  hour.  This  position 
was  not  a  pleasant  one  ;  and  our  prospects  then  were 
ceitaiuly  not  bright,  considering  wc  rauld  not  sec 
more  tlian  sixty  or  seventy  yards  around.  As  even- 
ing closed  iu,  wild  and  gloomy  to  a  degree/ there  was 
not  moch  room  to  indulge  in  hope  for  what  the 
following  day  might  revead.  Ilowever,  we  did  hope, 
and  prcjwred  to  await,  with  what  patience  wo  coidd 
command,  for  a  favourable  change,  depressing  as 
was  the  nrfloction  that  we  were  then  rapidly  losing 
all  tliat  wc  had  gained  at  so  much  risk  and  labour 
during  the  previous  ton  days. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

I>cpamii«  from  Prince  of  Waka'  Stridt — Cbtncw  of  pmsiiig 
through  it — Coune  to  the  SoutUwinx) —  Itound  NeUoo's  Head 
— Course  to  the  Northward — Character  of  Coittt — IsUnda 
diacOTOrcd,  and  Incidents — Aller  Course  (oE.N.E. — Prospcots 
— L«nd  and  Ico — Progrws  arrested — Dan^rrou*  Pfttition — 
Aspect  of  Laiid — Discav«7  of  M'ood  IliUs — R*cent  and 
FowiUwd  W«od— lu  Charactt-i^PeIrif«etioi»— Prtacw*  of 
Iron  and  Sulphur — Woody  Stratification — Bftilc  and  Wood 
discovered  iu  other  lowditi«s~  Geological  Causes — Original 
Character  of  the  L«iid — lufercnces  deduced  from  the  Di^co- 
▼ery — Critical  Positioa  of  the  Ship — A  Bciir  SIiol— IlaUits 
of  Ibfise  AtiiniaU — Ksquimaiu  mode  of  killing  thi-in. 


At  a  very  enrly  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  Ifilh 
of  August,  the  fog  having  piirlially.  cleared  away,  open 
water  was  discovered  close  to  our  position,  the  floes 
having  separated  considerably  during  the  few  previous 
hours.  The  ship  was  inmiedialfly  warprd  through 
brokun  up,  loose  ice,  when  we  made  sail,  and  con- 
tinued working  north  by  east  and  north-Mcst  alter- 
nately, against  a  strong  breeze  Jroni  the  north-cast, 
endeavouring    to    hold  our    position,   or  rcgaiD  n 
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Kttk  of  what  we  liad  lost  on  the  previous  day.  At 
U  A.M.,  the  report  of  tlie  Ice  luatc  froui  the  crow's- 
nest,  was  not  favourable.  iUtliough  the  wiit«r  iu 
which  we  then  floated  extended  for  a  considcniblc 
distance,  the  Strait  to  the  northward  was  stiU  blocked 
up.  It  appeared  that  as  fast  as  the  ice  cleared  to  the 
southward,  a  fresh  supply  was  poured  it)  from  the 
inexhaustible  icy  sea  to  the  north.  This  report 
was  fully  confinued  by  Captain  M'Clure  nmking  a 
personal  survey  of  it  from  aloft ;  indeed  wc  all  satisfied 
ourselves  on  this  point,  by  au  examination  at  various 
degrees  of  elevation  op  the  rigging.  Under  these 
circiimstanctis,  and  iu  consideration  of  the  advanced 
period  of  the  season,  the  Iciigtli  of  time  which  we 
had  been  kept  in  endeavouring  to  get  to  tlie  north- 
ward, even  for  a  short  distance,  from  the  insni^ 
mountable  barrier  hitherto  opposed  to  our  onward 
progress,  and  from  the  probability  there  existed 
of  our  being  foiled  in  effecting  a  passage  through  the 
Stmit, — perhaps,  thrown  back  to  winter  in  our  former 
position — we  reluctantly  came  to  the  determination  to 
relinquish,  for  the  present,  any  further  attempt  to 
reach  the  Strait  of  Burrow  tlirough  that  of  Priuoe  of 
Wales. 

Could  we  have  ensured  the  certwnty  of  being 
drifted  through  in  the  pack,  so  as  to  get  within  the 
influenoc  of  the  easterly  currents  setting  through 
Barrow's  Strait  and  Lnueastcr  Sound,  any  amount  of 
risk  would  have  l>een   cncoiujtered ;    but  the  occur- 
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rence  of  such  an  event  at  this  trnie  was  far  from 
probable,  and  the  passage  Ibiough  the  Strait  of  Prinas 
of  "Wales,  BO  it  appears  to  me,  can  only  be  accom- 
plished b^  a  combinatiou  of  the  most  favotinible  cir- 
cumstances, such  as  arc  seldom  met  with  in  the  Polar 
Sea.  At  an  advanced  period  of  the  season,  however, 
when  the  ice  has  well  cleared  out  of  Farry  Sound 
and  Barrow's  Strait,  to  affonl  aiifiicient  space  for  that 
on  their  southern  shores,  and  in  the  IVince  of  Wales' 
Strait  to  be  drifted  to  tho  northward,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  strong  sontherlj'  winds,  I  beUeve  a  ship 
may  be  carried  through  by  the  same  agency ;  and 
once  getting  within  the  influence  of  the  strong 
easterly  currents,  and  cscnping  the  dangers  insipnr- 
ablc  from  the  probability  of  being  beset  in  the  pock, 
which  might  not  perhaps  occur,  she  must  be  carried 
into  Lancaster  Sound  and  BidHn'a  Hay — ond  thus,  a 
North-Wcst  Passage  woidd  be  made  through  the 
Strait  of  Prince  of  Wales  wliich  we  abandoned. 

While  we  could  not  but  regret  the  tnreunistnnccs 
whicli  led  to  this  decision,  wc  were  consioled  by  the 
reflection,  that  if  enabled  to  follow  the  projected 
course,  wc  should  not  only  be  increasing  the  field  of 
search  to  a  greater  degree,  but  might  have,  likewise, 
on  equal  or  better  chance  of  reaching  Barrow's  Strait, 
and  thus  making  ike  Passage  from  the  westward. 

We,  thcrefori:,  took  advantage  of  tlie  fresh  luid  fair 
wind,  aud  open  water,  to  ruu  at  oucc  to  the  south- 
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ward,  and  accordingly  bore  up  about  9.30  a.m.,*  to 
eiuloavour,  if  possible,  to  nui  along  tJie  south  coast 
of  liaring  Island  round  Nelson's  Head,  in  the  hope 
of  finding  opcu  water  aJoiig  its  western  shores,  and 
follow  wherever  it  might  lead. 

Wo  soon  cleared  the  loose  ice»  when  wo  saw 
nothiug  but  open  water  extending  from  shore  to  nhore, 
and  OS  far  as  the  eye  could  reiu^h  to  the  southward ; 
the  western  shore  in  some  situations,  presented  a 
narrow  icy  Une ;  but,  elsewhere,  scarcely  a  trace  of  it 
could  be  discerned. 

At  10.50  the  Princess  Hoyal  Islands,  which  we 
bad  hoped  never  again  to  sec,  were  obscn'cd  to  W.S.  W. 
and  at  11.15  l^oint  Anustrong  was  rounded.  We 
were  then  approaching  those  well  known  localities 
familiar  to  every  one  on  board,  to  which  our  eye* 
had  been  so  often  and  anxiously  beat  during  days  of 
danger  and  nights  of  darkness.  IIow  different  were 
our  feelings  as  M-e  sped  gaily  along,  through  a  large 

*  As  we  were  sboul  to  bear  up,  two  rarciu  mixlc  their  ftppMr- 
8ii«c.  Some  tliouglit  ihcy  w  ere  our  riaitore  of  llie  winter — Ihcy 
continued  for  some  time  ominouvly  hovrring  over  Ktid  nbout  tbc 
abip,  *lncnl>bj;  circles  in  tlieir  flight,  und  nltcring  their  harsh, 
discordant  crook*  whicb  did  not,  in  an;  degree,  tend  to  produce 
comfortable  feeling*  anougtl  the  loore  >upcratition«  portion  of 
onr  crew,  iheic  prceenee  bein;  considered  an  ill  cuncni  and 
in  our  nibsequeal  days  of  adrerstty,  the  eient  wu  often 
afluded  to  as  a  proof  tAat  we  vhould  not  Katt  abanduntd  the 
Strait  of  Prince  of  fi'alea. 
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expanse  of  water,  with  every  stitch  of  canvas  set  to 
a  line,  fresh  imil  fair  brcvKU,  compared  with  a  puHud 
Btill  recent,  wlieii  we  were  either  immovenbly  beset, 
helplessly  drifting,  or  boring  our  way  incli  by 
inch  through  a  heavy  ice  pack  that  hud  entirely 
disappeared.  This  change,  the  most  sangiiiiio 
amongst  us  could  not  have  hoped  for,  much  less 
expected ;  but  sucli  is  the  ever  varying  aspect  this 
clement  assumes  when  once  in  motion,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  predict  its  cbauges,  or  foretell  what  a 
few  hours  may  bring  forth.  At  4  p.m.  wc  passed  the 
southern  extreme  of  the  islands,  and  batle  n  final 
Ailicu  to  all  the  fumed  localities  of  our  winter 
adventures,  then  rapidly  fiuling  fn)ni  our  view. 
For  the  remainder  of  the  day  we  continued  to 
progress  under  the  most  fuvoiuTible  circumstances ; 
scarcely  any  ice  was  to  he  seen — the  Strait  being  evi- 
dently clearer  of  it  than  when  first  we  entered  it  nearly 
twelve  months  before.  Kveningcame,  and  the  sun  took 
his  departure  with  every  indication  of  &  conUnoauce 
of  fine  weather. 

At  4  KM.  on  Sunday  morning  the  17th,  wc  clejircd 
the  Strait,  doubled  its  western  extreme  and  ngaia 
found  ourselves  off  the  south  coast  uf  Biriiig  Island, 
in  an  apparently  open  sco,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from 
sonth-east,  a  heavy  swell  coming  from  the  same 
quarter,  and  a  narrow  line  of  ict;  visible  far  to 
the  southward.  Nothing  oould  have  been  more 
auspicious  than   tlie  appearances  which   everywhere 
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met  the  eye;  there  wns  do  impediment  whatever  to 
our  onwarJ  progress,  and  instead  of  being  retarded 
hy  the  pack  which  we  fullj  ex|>ected  to  have 
encountered,  with  the  exception  I  hare  mentioned 
nothing  coiJd  be  seen  but  land  and  water — the  latter 
much  clearer  of  ice  than  at  the  dose  of  the  previous 
season.  We  were  agreeably  surprised  at  the  heavy 
swell  of  the  sea,  setting  from  the  south-east,  as  we 
had  met  with  nothing  to  equal  it  since  entering 
the  Arctic  circle.  It  far  surpassed  that  of  which  I 
have  spoken  when  off  this  coast  before;  ta  may 
readily  be  supposed  ftx>m  the  fact  of  its  breaking  over 
the  forecastle  on  several  occasions,  and  the  ship  at 
times  having  an  inclination  of  from  ten  to  fifleeu 
d^rees.  Such  a  state  of  things,  strange  and 
.novel  to  us  aflcr  so  long  a  period  of  inacti\ity,  and 
oar  recent  sailing  in  water  eurrounded  by  ice, 
where  it  is  ever  smooth  and  unruffled,  produced 
most  agreeable  feelings.  Tlicsc  were  ns&ociatc<l  in- 
timately with  our  success,  and  we  could  scarcely 
Itnve  olf  gaxing  throughout  tlic  duy  on  such  a 
cheering  prospect,  at  the  same  time  speculating 
lai^ely  on  the  future. 

At  II  P.M.  Nelson's  Head  was  rounded — the 
distant  point  of  Cape  I*ambton  then  broke  ujwn 
the  view,  surmounted  by  the  lofty  Durham  heights 
cro^^nting  this  bold,  imposing  hcadhind.  This  ap- 
peared strangely  grand  nud  pictua-squc  in  the  dim 
twilight,  us  its  turrets  and  buttresses  stood  out  in 
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bold  relief,  lighted  up  liere  and  there  by  the  sih-cry 
beams  of  a  waning  moon.  We  rapidly  incrensed  our 
distuncc  from  this  splendid  headland  wliich  we  were 
never  to  see  aguin.  Sevenil  Wliides  were  obsen-ed  in  the 
course  of  the  day  going  westward,  and  two  Bc-nrs 
were  noticed  leisurely  swimming  towards  the  distant 
icT  in  the  wiutliward.  This  favourable  state  of  afinirs 
sutTercd  no  interruption  on  the  morning  of  the  ISth 
—Cape  Lanibton  was  pnssed  during  the  night,  the 
wind  still  continued  from  the  south-east ;  an  open  sea 
lay  before  us,  no  ice  was  to  be  seen,  except  a  few  odd 
pieces  scattered  along  the  shore.  The  heavy  mist 
which  hung  over  the  western  horizon,  told  us  that 
the  enemy  lay  in  that  direction,  but  we  failed  to 
discover  it  until  noon,  when  its  grim  otitllnc  became 
visible.  We  contiimcd  rapidly  to  nm  along  this  new 
line  of  coast,  at  a  distance  from  two  to  three  miles, 
in  water  varying  from  thirty-six  to  forty-live  fathoms ; 
examining  it  with  the  aid  of  our  telescopLS,  to  discover 
a  t  nice  of  anylliing  connected  with  the  object  of  our 
expc<lition.  Towards  noon  our  course  was  altered  to 
north-west,  to  enable  us  to  round  a  low  point  of  land 
that  lay  din!ctly  in  our  way,  end  against  which  a 
line  of  very  heavy  packed  ice  was  grounded  ;  this 
was  subsequently  named  Point  KcIIctt.  At  the 
time  that  this  was  observed,  the  main  pack  could 
be  seen  about  three  or  four  miles  to  the  west- 
ward, of  a  most  formidable  appearance.  On  reach- 
ing the  extremity  of  this  low  point,   some  distance 
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to  seaward,  we  foiiinl  that  it  formed  the  sonth-wcstem 
boundary  of  n  most  i^pacioue  harbour,  beyond  which 
the  land  treaded  in  a  north-east  direction.  At  3.30, 
vhcD  off  its  CDtraucc,  the  Second  Master  was  dis- 
patched in  the  third  whale  boat  to  sound  and  examine 
itn  digibihty  for  a  winter  harboitr,  ehmild  adverse  fate 
ox)nipel  us  to  seek  refuge  ^vitliiu  its  preciucts;  and 
tijc  ship  wns  aw^ordiiigly  hove  to  for  his  relwrn. 
Advautage  was  also  taken  of  the  circumstance,  to 
leave  a  record  of  our  visit  sealed  in  a  bottle,  properl/ 
secured  in  a  cask,  and  placed  on  the  beach,  where  it 
formed  quite  a  prominent  object. 

On  the  return  of  the  boat  in  the  course  of  an  hour, 
it  was  reported  that  the  depth  of  water  was  five 
fathoms  uniformly  throughout,  carrying  this  depth 
very  close  to  the  shore ;  tliis  was,  of  course,  satis- 
factory intelligence.  lu  the  event  of  our  being 
compelled  to  retrace  our  steps  along  the  coast,  it 
would  have  proved  a  snfc  harbour. 

We  then  piade  sail,  with  a  few  heavy  masses  of  loose 
ice  floating  in  our  vicinity ;  but  soon  got  clear  of  them 
into  smooth  water — the  pack  to  seaward  being  less 
distant  than  when  first  wc  sighted  it.  Our  soundings 
then  varied  from  seven  to  four  fathoms,  and  had  been 
decreasing  since  rounding  the  point.  We  kept  as 
close  to  the  shore  as  was  consistent  with  safety,  and 
examined  it  as  accurately  as  a  distance  varying  from 
one  to  two  miles  enabled  us. 

The  character  of  the  coast,  from  Cape  Lambton  to 
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Point  Keliett— as  well  as  I  coiild  judge  from'  the 
distance  whence  I  viowi'd  it — appears  identical  with 
that  dt'acribed  iii  Friuikliii  Biiy,  mid  extends  nearly  in  a 
straight  hue  for  miles  contiuuonsly.  Tlic  escarpment 
composed  apparently  of  sand  and  loaui,  n-as  abrupt, 
L-neaiiy  precipitous,  fi-om  80  to  100  feet  high, 
from  the  suiumit  of  which  tlie  land  extended  Ijiiek- 
wards  in  a  fine  level  plain,  "nitli  apparently  good 
pasturage :  at  the  termination  of  this,  successive 
ranges  of  tine  lofty  hilia,  extending  into  the  interior, 
formed  the  background.  The  cscaqiment  was  in  some 
plucus  quite  unmarked,  in  others,  It  presented  the 
ap|K!arancc  of  being  formed  of  a  series  of  pyramids, 
placed  in  juxtit  position  at  their  base,  the  space 
between  whieh  and  their  summits,  was  quite  filled  up 
by  sedimentary  deposit,  and  the  whole  suiiuouiitcd 
^by  a  level  soil,  which,  with  the  cliffs,  were  doubt, 
less  froaen,  as  we  elsewhere  observed.  The  con- 
tinuity of  the  coast  line  was  in  a  few  i)laces  inter- 
rupted by  slight  indentations,  forming  sluilbw  bays, 
into  which  streams  from  the  higlicr  huids  emptied 
thenuielves ;  one  of  these  appeared  of  considerable 
size,  and  discoloured  the  water  for  some  distanco  to 
seaward.  Driftwood  was  likewise  observed  along  the 
shore,  and  two  pieces  were  seen  floating  past  the  sliip 
from  the  northward. 

After  leaving  Point  Kellett,  the  land  becauie 
ontirdy  alt^srcd  in  character  and  appcjuiuu.-c.  closely 
resembling  that  of  the  coast  of  North  America,  to 
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the  wpstwanl  of  Ca^w  Bathurst,  nnd  nm  out  into 
numerous  low  points,  some  of  wliicli,  doubtless  in 
process  of  formation,  were  so  little  elevated  above  the 
water  level,  that  they  could  merely  be  traced  by  the 
fippearoncc  of  a  dark  line.  Hctween  them  there  were 
deep  indeiitatioDS,  forming  large  crescentic  shapcJ 
bays,  but  which,  no  doubt,  were  very  shallow,  as  evi- 
denced by  our  soundings  some  distance  ot}'  shore. 
Several  mounds  and  conical  shaped  hilU  similar  in 
appearance  to  those  1  have  claewhcre  alluded  to,  were 
plentifully  scattered  nloug  the  coast,  and  formed  a 
pleasing  feature  to  its  gcnend  taiiiciiess  and  uniformity. 
The  land  appureully  afforded  good  ]}asttirage  for  the 
animals  which  frequent  it,  which  appeared  to  consist  of 
Reindeer,  Hares,  Foxes,  Ducks,  and  Geese ;  several  of 
which  we  saw  throughout  the  day — the  latter  in  great 
abundance.  We  witnessed  an  interesting  combat 
between  a  Fox  and  Suow-Goosc,  and  concluded  the 
latter  was  the  victor,  from  the  advantage  which 
flight  gave  it  over  its  enemy,  who  sought  the  hilb, 
the  other  darting  with  great  impetuosity,  end  making 
furious  onslaughts  on  him  from  time  to  time  to 
complete  his  victory. 

Thus  we  sped  onward  for  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  rounding  point  after  point.  That  of  "  Meek" 
was  passe<l  where  the  progress  of  our  Consort 
'  Enterprise'  was  arrested  some  three  weeks  aub- 
seqaently,  when  endeavouring  to  follow  us  along  this 
coast,  and  from  whence  she  was  obliged  to  retrace) 
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ler  steps  to  the  Strait  of  Prince  of  Wales,  vfherc  she 
'Srintered. 

Tliroughout  the  night  (if  I  uiay  so  call  it)  our 
progress  continued  uniuttrruptcdly  good ;  and  the 
morning  of  the  19th  dan-ncd  on  us  auspiciously. 
The  weather  was  fine,  the  wind  continued  steadily 
from  the  same  quarter,  enahling  us  still  to  follow  our 
north-east  course,  an  open  sea  lay  before  us,  with  here 
and  there  small  streams  of  loose  ice  floating  off  to 
the  pack — the  latter  about  half  a  mile  to  seaward, 
and  some  two  or  three  fixpm  the  land,  appeared  to 
have  been  but  very  receutly  set  off  shore,  to  which  it 
would,  doubtless,  return  on  a  change  of  wind.  Our 
object,  therefore,  was  to  make  the  most  of  these 
favourable  circmostances.  Ab  early  aa  4  a.m.,  an 
Island  was  observed  to  the  northward  on  our  port- 
bow,  and  we  contiimed  our  course  between  it  and  the 
land — the  latter  still  presenting  the  low  pointed 
character  of  the  previous  day.  Towards  noon,  after 
rounding  a  projecting  point  of  coast,  we  crossed  the 
entrance  of  a  wide  and  deep  bay,  {to  which  the  name 
of  Bunictt  was  bestowed):  At  its  termination,  the 
continuity  of  the  coast  line  appeared  to  be  inter- 
rupted for  II  few  miles,  and  a  barrier  of  ice  could  be 
Bccn  extending  across ;  but  wc  were  unable  to  verify 
the  fact  as  to  whether  un  inlet,  or  as  some  supposed, 
a  strait,  existed,  or  othenvise.  My  own  opinion  was  in 
the  negative ;  for  the  ice  could  not  be  traced  from 
the  mast-head  any  distance  into  the  interior,  aiid  I 
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have  no  doubt,  it  wns  nothing  more  thnn  light-grounded 
ice  thrown  up  by  rcfraclion ;  besides  \rhicli,  neitbcr 
deep  inlets  nor  straits  are  found  on  this  kind  of  const. 
The  probability  of  their  occurrence  appcnrs  remote 
when  we  consider  the  process  of  formation — shallow 
bays  and  low  points  being  fcuttu^  which,  i  may  sny, 
uitivemiiUy  predominate. 

At  8  A.M.  u  scooikL  island  was  observed  in  a  Uiie 
with  tlie  first,  which  wo  ha«t  then  passed.  We 
bestowed  on  one  the  name  of  '  Norway,'  while  the 
other  received  that  of  *  llobiUiard.'  This  wc  rcachetl 
at  noon,  and  in  running  between  it  and  the  shore, 
the  soundings  which  had  before  been  from  six  to 
seven  ratboiiis,  suddenly  shoaled  to  two  and  a 
half,  and  brought  us  witliiu  six  inches  of  tlie 
gromid.  'ITiis  we  must  hnvc  touched,  as  the  mud 
was  stirred  up,  rendering  the  wat«^r  quite  discolourtKl, 
with  pieces  of  ice  around  both  floating  and  grounded. 
Wc  iniraodiately  shorteued  sail  and  letting  go  the  bower 
anchor,  despatched  the  third  whaler  with  the  second 
Master  (Mr.  Court)  to  somid.  Kedge  anchors  were 
laid  out  to  windward,  and  wc  war[)ed  the  ship 
again  otcr  the  ground,  whence  wc  bad  previously 
cotnc,  until  the  return  of  the  whole  boat  told  us  that 
the  water  outside  our  [wsition  was  sufficiently  deep  to 
allow  us  to  continueour  course,  without  going  outside 
the  island ;  we  \vere  tlius  spared  several  hours 
further  hiljour  at  the  capstan,  which  bad  been  cbecr- 
fidlv  manned  by  all  han<ls.    As  wc  advanced,  island 
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uiier  island  followed  each  other  in  n  cnntinuoiis  cimiii, 

scvenil  miles  of  water  iutcrvcning,  and  between  them 
and  the  coast  oiir  loui-m:  still  lay.  The  pack  apitroached 
more  closely — we  wcro  at  times  stuluig  through  titrcoma 
of  loose  ice,  continuous  with  its  edge.  This  appeared 
of  a  stupendous  character,  and  no  doubt  coidd  exist 
of  our  being  on  tlie  margin  of  the  great  Polar  pack, 
while  apprehensions  were  entciiaiiied  that  our  progress 
M'ould  soon  be  arrested,  from  its  increasing  proximity. 
The  land  still  continued  of  the  same  aspect-^thc 
islands  not  differing  from  that  of  the  neighbouring 
coast,  were  for  the  moet  part  from  one  mile  to 
hidf  II  mile  in  length,  varying  in  elevation  from  forty 
to  ninety  feet,  which  they  attained  in  the  centre — 
in  other  respects  tliey  are  of  tlie  usual  bro»-n  Arctic 
character.  We  thns  continued  at  a  good  speed, 
nppui-eiitly  aided  by  other  iutlucuccs  in  addition  to 
the  light  breeze  whicli  still  favoured  us ;  but  whether 
tide  or  cuncnt  could  not  then  be  accurately  ascertained. 
At  noon  our  position  was  found  to  be  in  Lat.  73°  55' 
23"  N.  long.  1^3"  52' 20"  \V. 

As  evening  advanced,  the  ice  of  a  very  heavy  thai- 
acter  gradually  closed  on  the  shore,  and  the  last  point 
was  seen  in  the  distance,  to  the  northward ;  beyond 
this  nothing  but  ice  could  bo  discerned  from  the 
mast-head,  following  the  course  of  the  laud,  which 
from  this  point  trended  away  to  the  east-north- 
east. Off  its  extremity  were  two  smidl  islands, 
the  termination  of  the  chain  of  outworks  along  the 
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coast,  completing  the  seventh  iu  number.  On  the 
outenuost,  the  iw  was  packed  to  llic-  height  of  forty 
feet — evidence  of  the  tremendous  pressure  caused  hy 
the  prevalence  of  westerly  oiid  north-westerly  winds. 
This  remarkable  tuniing  point  was  subsequently 
named  Prince  Alfred's  Cape,  in  honour  of  His  Uoya! 
Highness  Prince  Alfred ;  and  to  the  island  was 
given  the  name  of  '  Gore ' — cue  of  the  brave  Frank- 
lin's gallant  companions. 

Wc  were  most  anxious  tlicn,  as  to  what  might  be 
revealed  on  the  northern  shore  of  this,  the  bst  of  the 
points :  whether  our  progress  was  to  be  arrested 
by  the  great  Polar  pack  that  lay  before  us,  or  should 
find  space  sufficient  to  lend  us  into  the  anu  of  thie 
icO'botmd  sea,  is  continuous  with  the  Strait  of 
Barrow,  and  which  some  of  us  firmly  believed  to  be 
the  entrance. 

The  goal  was  at  length  reached,  the  Cupe  rounded, 
and  our  counse  altered  to  K.N.K.  To  our  great  delight 
a  space  of  o|)eu  water,  some  700  to  BOO  yards  wide, 
extended  along  its  shores  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  with  heav)'  masses  of  loose  ice  streaming  off  tn 
the  pack  edge,  which  uppciucd  of  a  most  formidable 
character.  That  it  iiad  but  recently  set  off  shore  by 
the  south-easterly  winds,  which  for  the  previous 
few  days  had  so  signally  favoured  us  was  evident. 
Nothing  but  ice  could  then  be  discovered  to  the 
northward  of  our  position.  When  olT  this  Cape,  the 
depth  of  water  was  7^  fathoms,  but  as  our  entire 
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dependence  was  on  the  lead  line,  which  had  hitherto 
done  us  such  good  scnncc,  and  as  wc  bad  had 
frequent  experience  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
water  along  these  coasts  shoaled,  a  boat  was  dis- 
patched with  the  Second  Master  to  sound,  before  we 
proceeded  further:  the  ship  was  hove  to,  until  bia 
return,  when  to  our  great  joy  ho  made  the  precon- 
certed signal  that  wc  might  follow  him  in  safety.  All 
sail  was  again  made,  and  wc  had  no  sooner  fairly 
rounded  this  point  of  coast,  than  the  wat«r  suddenly 
deepened  to  15,  and  tiien  30  fathoms;  presently  we 
could  obtain  no  bottom  at  G&  fathoms,  So  diSereut 
was  this  from  the  previous  two  days,  that  it  appeared 
OS  if  we  had  suddenly  come  within  the  sphere  of  some 
new  and  strange  influence.  Wc  could  not  but  remark, 
at  the  same  time,  how  altered  had  become  tbc  aspect 
of  the  land,  not  only  In  the  increasing  boldness  of  its 
features,  but  likewise  in  its  irregularity  of  outline — 
hill  afler  hill  rising  above  each  otlier,  with  the  usual 
intervening  gorges,  ravines,  and  water  courses,  end 
the  now  familiar  pyramidal  shaped  mounds  peering 
on  tlicir  summits,  \*ith  all  tbc  wUdness,  bleakness, 
and  sterility,  which  stamped  ita  character  as  truly 
Arctic ;  iu  short,  worthy  of  wbat  we  considered  it  to 
be — the  north-westeru  extreme  of  land  bounding  the 
trnckh-ss  icy  ucean  at  this  part  of  the  glol>e. 

TUo  ice,  also,  hiul  become  altered  in  character — 
mucb  heavier,  with  numerous  masses  deserving  the 
name  of  bergs,  grounded  iu-shore ;  and  as  the  souudiugs 
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had  increased  considerubly,  we  oould  not  feel  other- 
wisc  timn  convinced,  tliat  wc  had  got  into  water 
whicb  would  lead  us  to  MulvUlc  Islund.  This  opinion 
was  so  much  strengthened  by  circumstances — the 
trending  of  the  land,  the  deepening  of  the  water  and 
the  eiistcncfi  of  a  strong  current  setting  to  tho 
eastward — that  no  doubt  remauied  in  our  minds  of 
the  fact.  This  conviction  led  us  for  a  time  to  indulge 
in  hopes  too  sanguine  to  be  then  expressed,  lest  our 
progress  might  be  soon  arrested. 

For  the  remainder  of  tbe  evening,  we  continued  to 
run  along  the  land,  which  became  bolder  and  more 
lofty  as  we  advancc<I  -,  the  coast  in  some  places  deeply 
indented,  forming  a  few  Jiarbours,  appanmtly  di^ep, 
and  capable  of  affortling  shelter  to  ships.  One  of 
them,  some  eiglitccii  or  twenty  mites  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Cape,  was  sheltered  by  a  sort  of  breakwater 
facing  the  north ;  doubtless,  formed  by  the  pressure  of 
the  ice — from  which  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  water 
inside  was  not  vci^'  deep,  mid  tliat  an  eiitrnnce  existed 
at  either  end,  due  east  and  west.  jVnother  was  ob- 
served of  ft  cresccntic  shape,  to  the  westward  of  the 
preceding,  the  entrance  of  which  was  on  the  west 
side.  Time  was  too  valuable,  and  our  position  too 
critical  to  admit  of  the  delay  necessary  for  &  more 
satisfacton'  examination  of  them. 

It  appeared  as  if  it  were  then  the  hught  of  the 
season  in  this  latitude,  from  the  great  number  of  its 
only  inhabitants  we  saw  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
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No  less  than  ten  Itears  were  observed,  tliroc  of  them 
Toaming  about  on  the  land,  the  rcmamder  on  the  ice — 
silting  evidence  of  tlviiv  nbimdancc.  ReindccrB  were 
swn  Ml  the  island,  and  the  largest  Seals,  quite  colossal 
in  3126,  basking  in  tlie  sunshine  on  the  ice ;  but  wutchful 
witlial,  of  the  advance  of  their  inveterate  foe — the 
hear.  Vast  numbers  of  Geese  and  Ducks  were 
likewise  seen ;  the  former  including  the  liicnt  and 
Snow-Geese;  the  latter,  the  Cotniu(Hi,  King  Hider, 
and  Long-tailed  Ducks. 

•  The  weather  had,  quite  ,a  summer  chamcter,  tem- 
]>craturc  from  43°  to  51°,  and  the  water  from  39''  to 
30°,  increased  in  density  on  roimding  the  Cape,  Irom 
M13  to  1,013. 

During  tbc  night  the  space  of  open  water 
gradually  leasened  in  extent,  but  was  sufficiently  deep 
io  enable  us  t^  approach  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
beach.  So  close  were  wo  at  some  places,  that  the 
quarter  boats  were  oblige<i  to  be  topped  up,  and 
jioles  used,  to  keep  the  ship  from  the  ice  grounded  OD 
shoie;  Dor  could  we  safely  have  rounded  the  ship 
hod  we  felt  so  disposed — and  tJiat  our  progress  was 
likely  to  be  soon  arrested,  there  could  exist  but  little 
doubt.  The  bed  of  a  large  river  was  observed  on  the 
coast,  off  the  entrance  to  which  we  somidcd  in 
eleven  fathoms ;  and  two  Bears  were  seen  sleeping  on 
the  shore  in  its  vicinity,  overcome,  doubtless,  by  the 
lethargic  sleep  of  repletion  after  a  Seal  feast. 

At  r>  A.M.,  on  the  muming  of  the  20th,  the  wind 


392 


TUB   NORTB-WEST    FA8SA0B. 


chftnge<l  to  W.S.W.,  bringing  with  it  fog  and  light 
rain.  Tlie  ice  closed  on  the  shore,  rendering  it 
impossible  to  make  any  further  advance;  as  far  as 
wo  could  sec,  it  was  heavily  pocked  along  the  coast  to 
the  northward,  of  the  same  heavy  floe  character,  and 
treaded  to  the  eastward.  The  ship  was  at  once 
secured  to  n  massive  piece  of  ice — grounded  in  twelve 
fathoms  of  water,  about  twenty  ft-et  higher,  and  not 
more  than  seventy  yards  from  a  beach  of  mud  and 
shingle — with  the  land  rising  almost  precipitously 
above  it,  to  the  height  of  irom  two  to  three  hundred 
feet  in  a  range  of  hills,  which  formed  the  sea  front  of 
others  still  more  elevated,  in  the  interior.  We  took 
up  this  post  from  the  protection  it  would  afford  us, 
ogiunst  the  pressure  of  the  stupcudous  pack  outside, 
then  setting  to  the  eastward  at  the  estimnted  rate  of 
a  mile  an  hour. 

It  is  needless  to  dwell  ou  the  dangerous  position 
we  then  occupied,  for  any  sudden  change  of  wind 
to  that  quarter — north-west,  whence  it  gonerally 
blew — by  setting  the  ice  on  shore,  must  inevitably 
have  worked  our  destruction,  by  throwing  us  on  the 
bench ;  in  this  uucnviable  situatioD,  wc  could  only 
await  the  course  of  events,  and  hope  for  an  early 
ddiveranoe.  Critical  as  it  was,  however,  it  was 
to  us  na\'el,  from  the  fact  of  it«  affording  greater 
facUity  for  reaching  the  shore  tluin  we  had  ever  ex- 
perienced since  leaving  England ;  and  we  accordingly 
prepared  to  take  every  advantage  it  oilered. 
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A  lide  pole  wns  in  the  first  instftticc  erected 
close  to  tliti  sliory,  and  after  the  delay  of  a  few 
hours,  when  fully  satislied  no  change  in  the  ice 
was  likely  to  take  place  to  favour  out  advance,  a 
considerable  number  of  officers  and  men  landed,  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  fresh  supplies — Hares  ftnd 
Plarmi<{nu  having  he«n  seen  close  to  lis  on  the  land. 
Orders  were  given  that  n  gun  should  he  fired 
Irom  the  ship  as  a  signal  of  recall,  in  the  event  of 
there  being  the  least  appearance  of  the  ice  setting  off 
Bboie.  On  ascending  the  hills  tn  our  immediate 
neighbourhood,  I  found  the  land  of  the  usual  Arctic 
character,  but  much  higher  than  any  we  bad  hitherto 
seen ;  lofty  ranges  of  hills  gmdunlly  rising  as  we 
advanced,  occasionally  with  sides  almost  precipitous, 
with  deep  intervening  gorges  and  ravines,  through 
which  the  dry  beds  of  the  mountain  torrents  ran.  Some 
of  these  were  of  oon.<(iderable  extent,  their  impetuosity 
in  the  season  of  their  activity,  was  evidenced  in  the 
occurrence  of  landslips  frequently  in  their  course. 
All  the  streams  appeared  to  empty  themselves  into  a 
valley  of  some  extent  running  from  the  beach  into 
the  interior.  In  the  spring  a  continuous  sheet  of 
water  covers  it,  reaching  to  the  shore,  where  it  expands 
into  a  delta,  and  empties  its  contents  by  several 
mouths  into  the  sea,  about  8G0  yards  to  the  eastward 
of  our  position.  In  this  manner  in  the  land  drained  of 
its  water  and  snow  during  the  season  of  thaw.  With 
the  e.^ecption  of  this  valley  and  a  few  smaller  ones, 
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there  was  bat  fittle  terd  grnnnd  to  be  seen.  The 
soil  WHS  composed  of  sand  and  loam — in  tbc  cwiric  of 
tin  river  beds  there  was  moch  aUuriol  deposit,  and 
here  the  greatest  amotint  of  vegetutJon  was  met  with; 
but  the  sarfoce  of  the  land  elsewhere,  on  the  summits 
of  the  highest  hills,  was  entirely  covered  with  shingle, 
water-worn  pebblus  and  stones  of  considerable  size — 
bat  few  of  them  deserving  the  name  of  boulders — 
in  DO  respect  differing  except  in  magnitude  from  the 
mounds  of  sand  and  shingle  formed  on  the  beach  b] 
the  pressure  of  the  ice  ;  they  appeared  as  if  they  bad 
but  recently  emerged  from  the  sea.  The  pastorage 
in  the  more  sheltered  situations,  piortieularly  those  with 
n  Boulbcriy  aspect,  was,  conipamtivcly  speaking, 
abundiuit  for  the  animals  which  &cqucnt  those 
regions ;  abounding  in  stunted  grasses,  mosses  and 
fungi ;  and  1  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  this 
land,  wild  and  sterile  as  it  was  in  aspect,  to  be  as 
luxuriant  in  vegetation  in  these  situations,  as  any  other 
I  had  seen  since  leaving  the  coast  of  America.  It 
was,  however,  wonderful  and  strikingly  grand  to  view 
those  immense  hills  rising  abruptly  irom  the  mai^ins 
of  the  river  beds,  denuded  as  they  were  of  the 
slightest  verdant  covering,  which  contrasted  strangd/ 
with  the  little  verdure  at  their  base.  On  their  sit 
tumierous  pieces  of  what  appeared  driftwood 
strewn,  some  light,  others  from  two  to  three  feet  in 
length,  and  six  or  seven  in  diameter.  Several  had  ihcir 
cods  protruding,  and  on  my  alteuiptiag  to  pull  theai 
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out  1  Allied  in  doing  so  ;  conveying  the  idea  of  their 
being  dix'ply  imbedded  in  the  sod ;  this  I  determined 
on  the  earUcst  opportunity  to  ascertain  by  excavation. 
Several  small  streams  were  observed  issuing  from 
the  interior,  depositing,  in  their  course,  on  the  stones 
over  which  thev  flowed,  a  combination  of  iron  and 
sulphur ;  the  water  having  in  excess  bU  the  astringent 
taste  peculiar  to  the  former,  with  the  unmistokcable 
odour  of  the  latter  combined  with  hydrogen.  Several 
Hares,  Ptarmigan  and  a  few  Plover  were  shot;  tlic 
tracks  and  remains  of  Reindeer  were  numerous,  their 
antlers  were  strewn  about  in  considerable  abundance ; 
two  Wolves  were  seen  devouring  the  remains  of  one, 
and  were  fired  at.  They  fled,  and  could  not  be  again 
approached. 

On  our  return  to  the  ship,  we  found  that  some  of 
the  party  who  had  gone  more  to  the  westward, including 
Messrs.  Piers  and  Sainshury,  had  arrived,  bringing 
with  them  several  specimens  of  petrified  wood,  and 
n^porting  tlic  existence  of  other  wood  on  hills  of 
considerable  elevation,  in  a  state  similar  to  pieces 
wc  Lnd  seen  elsewhere  further  inknd.  Tbe  petri- 
fhctions  consisted  of  pieces  of  the  branches  of  trees 
from  six  Uj  twelve  inches  in  length,  and  from  one 
to  four  inches  in  circumference,  of  metallic  weight 
and  hardness,  from  which  a  metallic  sound  was 
elicited  when  struck ;  this  appeared  to  mc  to  result 
firora  its  impregnation  with  iron  m  the  form  of  brown 
liiL'matitc  and  from  some  siliceous  product  of  the  soil. 
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Wc  at  once  resolved  to  visit  tlic  spot,  and  in 
tlie  evening,  I  accompnnk'J  Ciiptain  M'Cluro  and  a 
small  party  m  the  third  whale  boat  along  the  shore 
towards  the  place.  I  feel  my  inability  to  describe  or 
convey  o  truthful  idea  of  the  bleakness,  wildness, 
or  desolate  grandeur  that  met  the  eye  on  land* 
ing  upon  the  psirt  of  the  coast  which  led  us  to 
the  desired  loeality.  PTxim  the  beach,  a  narrow 
vale  extended  tortuously  into  the*  interior,  through  a 
series  of  hills,  rising  range  after  range  from  600  to  700 
feet  in  elevation,  unmarked  by  the  slightest  trace  of 
vegetation.  Their  abrupt,  ncariy  precipitous  escarp- 
ments separated  from  each  otlier  by  deep  and 
tortuous  gorges,  presented  nothing  to  the  view  but 
sand  and  shingle ;  affording  a  picture  of  wild  deso- 
lation and  solitary-  grandeur,  apparently  mateblcss, 
and  to  be  seen  only  in  the  distant  regions  of  the  Pole. 
On  ascending  one  of  these  hills,  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  beach,  on  its  side,  about  300 
feet  high  from  the  sea  level,  we  discovered 
the  wood  of  which  we    were  in  search.     The  ends 

of   trunks   and  branches    of  trees  were   seen   pro- 

^^p  truding  through  the  rich  loamy  soil  in  which  they 
^^  were  embedded.  On  excavating  to  some  extent. 
W  we    found    the    entire    hdl   a  ligneous    formation, 

L  being  composed  of  the  tntnks  and  branches  of  trees  ; 

■  some  of  them  dark  and  softened,  in  a  state  of  semi- 

I  cariwnization.     Others  were  quite  finesh,  the  woody 

I  structure  perfect,  but  hard   and   deiuw.      In  a  fuvr 
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situations,  the  wood,  from  its  flatness  and  the  pressure 
to  which  it  had  for  ngcs  been  exposed,  presented  a 
laminated  structure,  with  traces  of  coal.  The  trunk 
of  one  ti-ee,  the  end  of  which  protruded,  was  26 
incites  in  diameter  by  16  inches;  that  of  another. 
a  portion  of  which  was  brought  on  boani,  was  7  feet 
in  leii^h,'  and  3  feet  in  circumference ;  and  dense 
in  struttiu-e,  although  pronounced  then  to  be  pine.* 
Other  pieces,  although  still  preserving  the  woodj 
structure,  had  a  specific  gravity  exceeding  that  of 
water,  in  which  they  readily  sunk,  frani  their  having 
undergone  an  incipient  stage  of  impregnation  with 
some  of  the  earthy  products  of  the  soil.  Numerous 
pine  cones,  and  a  few  acorns  were  also  found  in  the  same 
state  of  silicificatioD.  The  trunks  apparently  extended 
a  considerable  distance  into  the  interior  of  the  hill, 
and,  were  bituminous  and  friable.  Many  of  those  which 

*  A  seetioti  of  ihis  piece  of  wood  b  to  be  »*tn  hi  the  MaMnn 
of  the  Itoyal  Dublio  Society,  Dubliu.  To  the  obliging  ItimirM-w 
of  lit  iible  I>ir<>ictor,  (I>r.  Carte,)  1  mn  iudcbted  for  k  knowleiljcr 
of  (his  fftct ;  who  baft  nlia  kindly  informed  roe,  that  be  submitted 
it  ta  the  exn-minAtlon  of  Dtb.  Steele  wid  Joseph  lloolter,  both  of 
vbom  proiiauDrcil  it  lo  be  coniferous  wood.  Ttie  Inlter  thaughl 
it  of  the  white  pine  s^>eeie8 ;  and  one  of  the  semi-foftsiliwd  conei 
hu  l««n  pr«noiinc«d  by  Dr.  Ilurey,  IVofcuor  of  Hotaay, 
Trinity  Colic)^,  Uublin,  to  be  tiinUar  lo  the  present  spruce  of 
North  America. 

I  Dwy  here  also  mention  tbit  there  is  a  vcr>"  interesting  collec- 
tion of  Arctic  costume*.  Impelling  equipments,  and  object*  of 
Natural  Iltatory,  mm  in  ibe  Uritish  MuK'um ;  prcaented  by 
Johu  lt«rrow,  Enq,  F.K.S.,  Adniiralt]r. 
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were  embedded,  crumbled  uway  on  beuig  struck  with 
ft  pickaxe,  which  rea»Iily  foiiiid  its  way  into  aiiy  part 
of  thom,  rcnderiiiu  their  removal  impossible ;  some 
of  them  were  in  such  a  state  of  carbonization  as  to 
approach  lignite  in  character.  Tho  whole  conveyed 
the  idea  of  the  hill  being  entirely  coniposed  of  woo*l. 
As  far  as  our  exciiviitJoiis  were  camc{l,  nothing 
else  was  met  with,  except  the  lofiniy  soil  in  which 
they  were  embedded  ;  but  the  decay  of  the  ivood  in 
some  places  appeared  to  form  its  own  seal.  The 
petrifactions,  with  numerous  pieces  of  «'ood  were  found 
strewn  everywhere  over  the  surface  of  this  and  many 
of  the  contiguous  hills.  Many  specimens  of  these 
weat;  obtained,  varying  from  one  to  fourteen  inches  in 
length,  the  longest  not  exceeding  five  or  six  in  cir* 
cumfercncc ;  they  cousbted  of  portions  of  the  branches 
of  trees.  Some  of  them  were  impregnated  with  iitiii 
(brown  hajraatite),  had  a  distinct  metallic  tinkle  wbcti 
struck,  and  were  heavier  than  other  pieces,  without 
the  metallic  impregnation  or  sound  ;  they  were  simply 
silicificd,  the  sand  entering  into  the  composition  of 
the  soil  being  siliceous  or  quartzose.  Several  smaller 
pieces  of  fresh  wood  were  also  found  strewn  about,  which 
had  not  been,  perhaps,  subject  to  the  |)etrifying  in- 
fluence of  the  water.  The  numerous  small  tills  which 
issued  from  the  interior,  similar  to  those  I  had  seen 
in  the  morning,  flowed  over  the  surface,  and  the  con- 
stituents of  the  water  largely  impregnated,  as  it  was 
with  iron   and  sulphur,  indicated   from   whence  tlie 
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nietiillic  npcncy  in  the  petrifaction  was  derived ;  this 
also  possessctl  n  dull  yellowish -broirn  distx)louration 
of  the  sulphur,  ntiil  tikc  stones  everywhere  over  which 
the  water  flowed  were  coated  with  the  same. 

On  scveml  of  the  neiglilwuring  hitb  I  observed 
distinct  stratifications  of  wood  running  horizontnlly 
in  a  circular  course,  formed  by  the  protrusion  of  the 
ends  of  the  trunks  of  trees,  to  some  of  which  the 
bark  still  adhered ;  and  lar^re  pieces  of  tliis,  cropping  out 
and  hanging  loosely,  frequently  led  in  other  situntjons 
to  our  detection  of  the  wood  to  which  the  bark  adhered 
in  the  soil.  Any  attempt  to  remove  these  with  the  hand 
or  other  alight  means  failed ;  and  excavation  ever 
established  the  fact  that  the  hills  were  entirely  com- 
posed of  wood— the  appearances  met  with,  being 
identical  with  those  first  mentioned.  On  subsequent 
occiisions,  when  exploring  the  land  several  miles  in 
the  interior,  observation  led  mc  to  infer  that  a  pre- 
cisely similar  state  of  tilings  there  existed.  The  situ- 
ation in  which  our  first  excavation  was  made  wn.t  in 
ha.  74*  27'  N.,  long.  123°  32*  15"  W.,  and  about 
a  qitarlcr  of  a  mile  from  the  beach.  The  distance, 
inland,  whence  similar  appearances  were  observed,  cm- 
[■braoctl  a  circuit  from  eight  to  ten  miles  in  diameter. 

This  discovery  of  wood  in  a  recent  and  petriBcd 
state  in  n  part  of  the  world  where  we  could  have  had 
no  expectation  of  finding  it,  in  regions  whose  blighting 
climate  is  opposed  to  the  nurture  of  vegetable  life, 
m  evidenced  in  its  scanty  verdure,  stunted  Flora,  and 
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creeping  dwarf^irnioT,  its  ooJj  arborcscnit  pnidac' 
tkn.  coald  not  bat  uI^WLrt  a  festaxe  of  gieal  interest 
to  ooT  vojrage,  uul  was  a  subject  Car  geologica)  researdi 
no  led  interesting  than  strange.  Similar  appMP* 
BDoe$,  obserreil  elsewbeve,  bear  ao  stiiting  an  analogr 
to  this  singular  discoveiy  as  to  inrcst  it  with  st31 
greater  interest,  an  i  I  cannot  CDrbear  allading  to  tbem 
here.  In  the  explOTstioas  of  the  IJatianak  Expe> 
ditioD,  under  Lieut  Anjou,  in  1821-23,  on  the  South 
Coast  of  New  Siberia,  and  in  about  the  same  latitude 
83  that  of  our  discovery  in  Baring  Island.  "  wood 
hilia "  were  discovered  composed  of  trunks  of  trees. 
■ome  ten  inches  in  diameter,  not  rery  hard,  of  a  black 
colour,  bituminous  anl  fiiablc.* 

Heodenstrom  observes : — "  On  the  southern  coast 
of  New  Siberia,  arc  found  the  remarkable  Wood  Hills. 
They  are  80  (athonu  high,  and  consist  of  horizontal 
strata  of  sandstone,  alternating  with  strata  of  bitu* 
niinous  beams  or  trunks  of  trees.  On  ascending  these 
hills,  fossilized  charcoal  is  everywhere  met  with, 
covered  apparently  with  ashes,  but  on  closer  cxami- 
naUon,  this  ash  is  also  found  to  be  a  petrifaction,  and 
■o  hard,  that  it  can  hanlly  be  scraped  off  with  a  knife. 
On  the  summit,  another  curiosity  is  found,  namely,  a 
long  ruw  of  I>eani6,  rfsembling  the  funiier,  but  fixed 
perpendicularly  in  the  sandstone.  The  ends,  which 
project  from  bcvcq  to  ten  inches,  arc,  for  the  greater 

*  fide  "  Appendu  to  Uaiou  Wrangell's  Vori^,"  Umu»l>lcd 
hjr  .M«jor<Ocaflr«l  Sdiiiu'. 
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t,  broken.  The  whole  has  the  appenrancc  of  a 
ruiDous  dike."  Lieutenant  Anjou,  who  likewise 
cxaiiiiuccl  these  Wood  Uills,  says :  "  They  arc  merely 
a  steep  declivity,  twenty  fathoms,  high,  extending 
about  five  wersts  along  the  coast.  In  tbis  bank,  which 
ia  exposed  to  the  seo,  beams  or  tmnks  of  trees  are 
'  found,  generally  iu  a  horizontal  (losition,  but  with 
great  irregulnrity,  fifty  or  more  of  them  together,  the 
luj^est  being  about  ten  inches  in  diameter.  The 
wood  i»  not  veiy  hard,  is  friable,  }ias  a  bhick  colour, 
and  a  slight  gloss.  When  laid  on  the  fire  it  docs  not 
burn  with  a  flatue,  but  gltmmere,  and  emits  a  resinous 
odour." 

I  have  also  oljserved  in  one  of  the  Parliamentary 
Blue  Books,"  that  a  travelling  party  from  H.M.S. 
*  Resolute,'  when  at  Melville  Island,  on  their  return 
journey  after  exploring  Prince  Patrick's  Island  in 
1S54,  discovered  the  trunks  of  trees  embedded  m  a 
wliitc  sandy  soil,  on  the  same  meridian  as  that  of 
tliose  discovered  by  us,  but  two  degrees  furthcrnorth. 
Ooc  was  four  feet  in  circumference  and  thirty  feet 
long,  and  another  two  foot  ten  inches  in  diameter; 
with  several  ^mrts  of  similar  trees  just  showing  above 
the  soil.  Tlius  establishii]g  a  (act  no  less  important 
than  interesting,  that  throughout  the  wide  extent  of 
the  Polar  Sea,  as  far  as  obscrvatioit  has  enabled  us  to 
deteraiine,  there  existed  at  one  period  various  and 
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luxuriant  forms  of  arborescent  growth,  in  regions 
wlieri!  nothing  is  now  to  be  seen  but  desolate  landa 
and  tracklew  ice  wastes. 

The  facts  thus. rendered  incontrovertible,  lead  us  to 
but  one  PoncUision,  that,  lands  probably  of  much 
greater  extent,  different  in  physical  character,  covered 
with  forests,  and  with  a  rlirnatc  more  elc\-atcd  in 
temperature,  preceded  the  upheaval  of  those  now  in 
existence,  from  the  lied  of  the  occ«n.  Hence  the  great 
occumuliition  of  wood  and  coal  beneath  Ihe  suriiicc,  in 
various  stages  of  orgnnic  change — mctAlHxe^,  carbon- 
ized, nnd  silicitied,  reiiulting  from  one  of  those  rcmoto 
and  inscrutable  terrestial  connUsions  associated  with 
the  great  secondary  era  of  geological  formation  in  the 
creation  of  the  woHd.  The  former  lands  Iiaviiig  been 
for  Bges  submerged,  were  upheaved  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  ocean  by  some  powerful  submarine  volcanic 
agency,  and  enveloped  in  the  shingly  bed  of  the  sea ; 
they  were  again  elevated  to  the  surface,  and  from  the 
igneous  and  chemical  products  of  this  action,  Imvo 
resulted  the  changes  I  have  narrated. 

Nor  is  it  in  the  frigid  regions  of  the  north  alone, 
that  these  wonderful  terrestrial,  and  oliniatorin) 
changes  hiivc  tuken  place ;  for  Bimilar  discoveries 
have  been  made  in  the  opposite  hemisphere,  amongst 
the  distant  lunds  of  the  ^^ontbe^l  Ocean.  My  friend* 
Dr.  M'Comnck,  Surgeon,  Royal  Navy— an  officer 
no  less  distinguished  in  Arctic  than  in  Antarctic  cx- 
piorntion  and  research — to  whom  I  mentioned  this 
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jvciy,  informed  mc  ttat  he  hud  fomicl  a  like 
^Blate  of  things  in  Kcrgiie]en's  Laud,  in  the  South 
Pacific  Ocean,  when  Surgeon  ami  Natunilist  of  the 
Kxpcdition,  consisting  of  Ucr  Mnjcst}''s  ships, '  Erebus' 
and  'Terror,'  that  reiiiained  in  those  seas  fnnu  1830 
to  1843.  As  the  circutiiatanccs  seemed  neari^  identical, 
wu  fomid,  on  compai-ing  the  notes,  caeh  of  us  had 
made  at  the  time  of  our  respective  discoveries,  that 
there  was  not  only  a  similahty  of  appearance 
in  those  objects,  but  a  perfect  unity  of  opinion 
expressed  its  to  their  origiu.  At  my  ictpicst,  he 
veiy  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  [mr- 
tictilars. 

"  Kerguelen's  Land  or  Desolation  Island,  isolated 
amid  tin;  vjisl  suuthcni  ocean,  in  the  50th  degree  of 
bt,  and  70th  of  long,  with  a  stormy  and  tempestuous 
diiuitte,  is  ivboUy  destitute  of  arborescent  foiius  of 
vegetative  life.  The  largest  plant  now  existing  on 
its  surface  is  a  species  of  the  cabbage  tribe,  attaining 
a  height  of  about  two  feet,  ami  peculiar  to  the  island, 
which  is  ut  volcanic  origin,  rising  from  the  sea  in  it 
succession  of  horisiontal  terraces,  constituted  of  bntialtic 
rocks  pa&sing  into  the  various  modifications  of  green- 
stone,  amygdaloid  and  porpliyry,  with  occasional 
protnuiions  of  hills  of  ))honolite.  The  whole  aspect 
of  the  land  is  wild  and  picturesque  in  the  extreme. 
Bold  capes  jut  out  along  the  coast,  which  is  deeply 
indented  by  buys  and  mletii.  Lakes  diversify  the 
terraces,  from  which  water-courses  dcsand  their  stoep 
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escarpments    in   countless   impetuous    torrenia    and 
beautiful  cascades, 

"The  Tossil  wood,  I  discovered  on  the  south  side  of 
Christmas  Harbour,  abundantly  embcildcd  and  scat- 
tered over  the  Burface  of  the  debris,  at  the  base  of  a 
huge  block  of  basalt,  400  feet  in  tliickncss,  M'hich 
rests  upon  a  terrace  600  feet  in  height ;  the  whole 
attaining  an  elevation  of  1000  feet  abuve  the  level  of 
the  sea.  Tlic  wood  was  highly  siliciiietl,  very  \wn- 
dorous,  its  wcather-wom  surface  of  a  greyish  w-liite 
colour,  but  black  as  cliarcoal  internally.  Between  the 
block  of  bosolt  and  the  ridge,  a  thin  bed  of  shale 
interposed ;  and  in  the  debris  beneath,  at  an  elevation 
of  GOO  feet,  1  dug  out  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  seven 
feet  in  circumference,  completely  silicified.  In  the 
"Arched  Rock,"  150  feet  in  height,  situated  at  the 
entrance  to  the  Bay,  I  found  specimens  enclosed  in 
tlie  solid  wall  of  basalt,  having  a  twisted  appearance, 
more  charred,  and  not  so  hard  in  texture.  Near  this, 
in  a  cun'c  of  the  bay,  a  scorn  of  lignite,  or  wood  coal, 
four  feet  in  thickness,  and  forty  feet  in  length,  crops 
out  from  beneath  a  supcrinciitubent  ridge  of  basalt, 
rising  LOO  feet  above  it.  During  a  boat  expedition  in 
which  I  was  engaged,  on  a  survey  of  the  N.W. 
coast  of  the  island,  T  found  a  similar  bed  of  coal — but 
no  wood — in  Cumberland  Bay,  having  the  same  didl 
brownish  black  colour,  and  fissile  fracture ;  which 
burnt  well  enough  for  the  boat's  crew  to  cook  thrir 
fixxl  with.     In  an  adjacent  hill,  a  bed  of  anthracite 
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crops  out,  glossy-black,  light  and  friable.     Both  were 
ovcrloid  by  amygdaloid  and  greenstone. 

"Tlio  history  of  this  island,  inevitably,  leads  to  the 
conclusion,  that  a  for  more  extensive  land  covered 
with  forests,  preceded  its  upheaval  from  tho  deep. 
Ilonoe  the  great  accumulation  of  wood  and  coal  at 
some  epoch,  when  the  climate  was  more  favourable 
for  the  growth  of  trees,  than  at  the  present  time ; 
and,  that  these  entombed  ancient  foresta  after  having 
been  for  ages  submerged,  again  becaoie  elevated 
above  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  through  the  agency  of 
some  great  submarine  volcanic  action,  during  which, 
the  lava  streams  have  flowed  over  the  beds  of  cool, 
and  enveloped  the  fragmentary  trees,  whoso  forms 
have  been  preserved  from  the  destructive  effects  of 
the  incandescent  fluid  by  the  superabundant  silica 
that  fossilized  them.  Thus,  with  the  exception  of  the 
character  of  the  rocks  of  this  island,  and  the  absence 
of  metallizing  agency  in  the  soil,  our  discoveries 
differed  but  little.  In  Kcrguclcn's  Land  there  had 
been  more  active  volcanic  agency,  m  evidenced  in 
the  entire  absence  of  all  sedimentary  rocks ;  whereas 
in  Baring  Island  these  rooks  alone  were  found, 
having  been  brought  to  the  surface  by  a  less  intense 
degree  of  volcanic  action  during  their  upheaval  from 
the  dix-p." 

After  our  return  on  board,  and  while  narrating  our 
recent  extraordinary  discovery  of  the  wood,  the  ship's 
safety  was  suddenly  thretLtcued  by  a  couunoliuii  iu 
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the  ice,  which  had  been  setting  steadily  to  the  cnst- 
wnrd  thmughout  the  day,  and  now  rcndere<I  our 
situation  one  of  extreme  danger.  A  large  floe  Imviug 
oome  into  contact  with  the  very  jiiece  to  which  we 
were  secured,  so  trenientloua  was  the  pressure  reaolt- 
iug,  that  the  latter  was  driven  front  twelve  fatlionis 
water,  in  wliich  it  was  grounded,  into  eight ;  and  a 
projecting  tongue  which  extended  under  the  ship's 
bottom,  lifted  lier  out  of  tlie  water  six  feet.  It  was 
quite  frightful  to  view  the  huge  mass  oscillating  to 
and  fro,  as  if  about  to  fall  on  aud  crush  us  to  atiMus, 
as  it  was  borne  on  its  involuntary  in-shore  courw. 
Our  safety  entirely  depended  on  remaining  attached 
to  the  piece,  imd  on  its  integrity  being  niaintainetl.  It 
warded  off  the  pressure  from  the  ship,  othenvise  the 
same  power  would  have  driven  her  on  shore,  hud  she 
escapeil  being  completely  cnished  by  such  irresistible 
force.  The  result  was,  that  tlic  Hoc  was  reut  iti 
pieces,  and  we  were  driven  nearer  the  shore — our  ooil- 
ucction  being  still  maintained  with  the  picee  whicl 
hatl  so  admirably  withstood  the  attack — and  we  were' 
tlien  left  in  a  position  e\en  more  critical  than  before,  not 
knowing  the  moment  when  the  shock  might  be  re- 
jieuted,  and  our  safety  again  threatened.    We  oon- 

piently  remained  in  a  state  of  preparation,  ready  for 
'^fcctiou  at  a  moment's  notice. 

On  the  21  St,  the  ice  still  rontinued  to  drift  to  the 
eastward,  but  at  a  much  slower  mte  than  oci  the  pre- 
vious day.    It  was  everywhere  closely  packed,  ^id 
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afforded  appalling  evidence  of  treinendons  pressure  in 
tlio  bujrc  masses  tliat  were  piled  together,  and 
forced  up  uJoDg  the  shore. 

Tbe  weather  hnd  become  cold  and  raw,  with  a 
south-caateriy  wiud.  fog,  sicct,  and  occasiofinl  squaUs, 
wliidi  did  not  improve  the  gcncnil  asix^it  around. 
We  observed  a  rise  and  fall  of  CJ  inches  in  the 
tide,  and  found  a  conaiderahle  quantity  oC  drift- 
wood marking  its  line  on  the  beach,  some  of  ^vhich 
had  tHx.-Q  borne  up  for  a  considerable  distance,  from 
the  effwrta  of  pressure. 

In  the  evening  tt  Bear  was  observed  coming 
leisurely  towards  us,  along  the  shore  from  the  wcst- 
wani.  As  he  would  evidently  come  within  range  of  our 
guns  from  tltc  flhip,  preparations  were  made  to  receive 
him,  by  a  few  of  us  t4ikjiig  u]>  u  position  on  the  fore- 
castle; while  Messrs.  Piers  and  Saiosbury  were 
Innde<l  on  the  beach,  to  await  his  approach,  under 
cover  of  the  uiounJg  of  shingle,  and  cut  off  his  retreat 
in  tlie  event  of  his  escaping  our  guns.  He  ap- 
pruichcd  within  sixty  yards,  when  his  curiosity  beuig 
excited  by  the  appcurunee  of  the  tide  pole  n  few  feet 
fi'om  tho  beach,  ho  stepped  into  the  water,  and  was 
j^rocceding  to  moke  uii  examination.  The  shore  party 
''fired,  the  first  shot  struck  hiiu,  he  staggered,  made 
an  attempt  to  run,  when  we  poured  in  our  fire  from 
tlie  ship,  ami  at  once  brought  liim  down  before 
ho  r^;amed  the  bench,  Hruin  proved  to  be  a  young 
bIiu  Bear,  willi  u  retiiurkably  tine  white  fur,  and  a 
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dcptii  of  blubber  upwards  of  two  inches  ;  but  not  a 
trace  of  food  was  in  his  stomach,  which  was  quite 
flaccid,  containing  only  a  Uttlc  frotby  secretioa. 

Frequent  allusion  having  already  been  made  to 
these  animals,  a  few  Additional  particulars  regarding 
them  may  not  be  unacceptable.  The  Polar  Bear 
(LV««  Maritimus)  is  one  of  the  lai^est,  as  it  is  likc^vise 
the  most  forraidablc  inhabitant  of  the  north,  and  is 
found  in  the  highest  latitudes  yet  attained  by  man. 
It  is  generally  met  with  roaming  over  the  ice,  or 
sfluntenng  along  the  shores  of  the  Polar  Sea  in  tlie 
pursuit  of  Seals  which  constitute  its  principal  and 
favourite  food ;  and  frequents  localities  where  water 
is  likely  to  appear  early — the  presence  of  the  latter 
ever  eusuriug  that  of  the  former — consequently  th«^ 
are  more  abundantly  found  in  straits,  or  deep  inlets, 
rather  than  in  the  confined  precincts  of  bays.  They 
are  seldom  seen  inland  ;  a  party  of  our  men,  however, 
on  one  occasion  pursued  one,  which  they  met  about  a 
mile  in  the  interior,  making  towards  the  sea.  The 
average  weight  of  a  full  groivn  bear  is  about 
eight  cwt.,  it  is  usually  from  eight  to  nine  feet  in 
length,  and  about  four  feet  in  height;  but  several 
have  been  killed  of  larger  dimenHions.  M''ith  res- 
pect to  their  migratory  and  hybcmating  habits, 
much  diflcrcttoe  of  opinion  exists.  1  can  only  state, 
as  the  result  of  our  experience,  and  that  of  other  Polar 
Expeditions,  that  they  were  freqvicntly  shot  during 
the  winter,   and  were  constant   visitors  in   latitude 
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77**  (ind  74"  N. — this  is  a  strong  proof  against  their 
migrating  to  the  southward  on  the  approach  of 
winter,  or,  at  least,  against  the  universality  of  the 
practice.  This  may,  1  believe,  be  much  influenced  by 
the  facilities  of  procuring  food,  or  otherwise,  as  we 
know  that  in  intcr-tropical  latitudes  the  activation  of 
animals  is  determined,  not  by  the  temperature,  but 
by  the  periods  of  drought,  which  effects  their  sus- 
tenance ;  Iicnce,  a  supply  uf  food  may  keep  them  from 
hybemating,  and  its  want  induce  it.  Those  shot 
during  the  winter,  however,  were  all  males — support- 
ing an  opinion  generally  entertained,  that  the  gravid 
female  alone  hybemates ;  this  she  does  beneath  the 
snow,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  issues  forth  in  the 
following  spring,  attended  by  one  or  two  cubs,  for 
which  she  ever  manifests  the  greatest  maternal  care 
and  solicitude 

The  courage  and  ferocity  of  this  animal  have  long 
been  held  in  great  dread ;  but  experience  proves  that 
these  (jualitic3  are  combined  with  a  mixture  of 
cowardice,  sagacity  and  timidity.  We  hnd  repeated 
opportunities  of  meeting  and  pursuing  him  in  his  own 
domain  of  Polar  ice;  when  impelled  by  hunger  or 
irritated  by  a  wound,  an  attack  may  be  apprehended; 
but  a  fearless  advance  appears  to  intimidate  him. 
Under  other  circumstances  he  manifested  no  dispo- 
sition to  attack.  Numerous  instances  are  on  record 
where  Bears  liave  fearlessly  approaclied  a  sledge  party 
—with  what  intention  it  is  ditficult  to  aay,  wheilicr 
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from  iustinctive  curiosity,  or  other  less  friencUy 
motives — tlic  parties  not  waiting  to  ascertain  the 
result,  as  the  incautious  intruder  geiicroU)'  forfeited 
his  life  by  his  temerity.  During  our  lute  searching 
opi^ralions,  on  sc^enil  occasions  one  luis  actually 
introduced  his  head  inlo  the  tent  when  the  party  were 
asleep ;  others  have  eaten  articles  off  the  sledge  out- 
side ;  but  in  all  my  perEonol  encounters  with  tbctu, 
I  have  for  the  most  part  found  it  diilicult  to  get  them 
within  range  of  my  gun.  The  flesh  of  the  Bear  wc 
have  eaten — it  is  coar^,  oily,  and  I  may  say  almost 
tustelcss— whatever  it  does  posst;ss  of  fliivoiir  is  not 
agreeable,  tmd  to  hungry  nien  only  could  such  diet 
have  been  acceptable. 

The  Esquinia\i\  in  their  purKuit  of  the  Dear,  fre- 
quently imitate  tliu  motions  of  the  Seal,  by  laying 
flat  on  the  ice,  until  he  approaches  siiflicicntly  near 
to  ensure  a  good  aim ;  hut  a  gun  is  necessajy  to 
practice  this  stratagem  with  success.  Another  mode 
of  cupture  which  they  adopt,  is  woflhy  of  narration,  no 
less  from  its  simplicity  in  pmcticc  tliuu  the  originality 
and  iugeuuity  of  Uic  contrivance ;  this  is  by  taking 
advantage  of  their  well  known  voracity,  as  ihey 
generally  swallow  their  pny  without  much  niostieation, 
wlien  not  too  large  to  pu^  their  gullet,  and  the  natives 
being  without  firo-nrms,  would  otherwise  encounter 
great  risk  in  attacking  them.  A  thick  and  strong 
piece  of  wholcboDO  about  four  inches  bi-oiid  and  two 
feet  long,  is  rolled  up  into  a  small  coni|Hit>s  and  earo- 
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fiilly  enveloped  in  bhiliber,  forming  a  round  'ball.  It 
is  then  placed  in  tbc  open  air  nt  n  low  temperature, 
where  it  soon  becomes  hard  and  frozen.  The  natives 
iirmcd  with  their  knives,  bows  and  orrowe,  together  with 
this  frozen  bait,  proceed  in  quest  of  Bniin.  As  soon 
as  the  animal  is  seen,  one  of  ilic  hnnters  dcliberntely 
discharges  an  arrow  at  it ;  the  monster  smarting  from 
this  unprovoked  insult,  pursues  the  party  then  in  fiill 
retreat,  until  meeting  with  the  frozen  blubber,  drop- 
ped in  his  path,  he  swallows  it  and  continues  the 
pursuit — doubtless  fancying  that  there  must  be  more 
where  that  came  from.  The  effects  of  the  chnse 
and  the  natural  heat  of  llie  body  cause  the  blubber 
to  thaw,  when  the  whalebone  thus  freed,  springs 
back,  pmducing  great  niischicf,  and  otdiging  the  beast 
to  discontinuo  the  pursuit — he  falls  down  helpless 
writhing  in  agony,  and  his  existence  is  soon  tcr- 
niinotcd.* 


'  SeoiiMi'B  Vojngc  erf  ibc  '  ilmld.' ' 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


Weather  aad  Prmpccti — Lakes — Fish — A  Miuk-Ox  Hunt  anii 
Incidents — Stale  of  the  lec — Traces  of  Esc|uini«ux— TTie 
29th  of  August — Fvrilous  Position  and  Miraculous  Kucspc — 
Incideiita — Position  on  llie  30lh — Illnatitig  Ice — Prcpamtioot 
Air  Winter— Col1(«ling  Bntlast— A  Jerfalcon  Shot— Black 
Fox  aeen — Bear« — State  of  the  Uc — Suddeu  Disruption— 
United  off  from  the  Shore — Be^el  in  the  Pack — 0|KTBtioDi 
for  our  Release — Blasting — Critical  Situatioa — Our  Kicajic — 
Reach  the  Shore — Shiji's  Safety  ngaiu  threatened — Slats  of 
Ice — Operations  by  Blasting  and  Ilesulu — Upea  Water — 
IncideoU — State  of  Ice. 


TnERB  was  no  change  in  our  position  on  the  22nd. 
The  weather  remained  the  same.  The  land  presented 
a  very  bkak  aspect  from  the  recent  snow  and  sleet, 
having  bestowed  on  it  its  wintry  gnrb.  The  ice  was 
stationary,  from  which  we  inferred  it  had  eucoimtercd 
some  obstacle  to  its  advance  further  to  the  eastward  ; 
and  the  temperature  of  air  nuiged  from  32"  to  36' ; 
that  of  aca-watcr  28*^  to  30°,  which  I  found  to  have  a 
density  of  1017. 

We  continued  our  explonttions  daily  Into  the  inXn- 
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rior  of  the  land,  and  were  generally  rewarded  by 
bringing  on  board  a  few  Ptarmigan  or  an  occasional 
Hare.  On  one  occasion,  we  discovered  two  fresh- 
water  lakes,  about  l^  miles  inland  from  the  ship,  of  u 
basin-like  shape,  about  300  yards  wide,  with  roUier 
precipitouB  sides,  some  ten  or  twenty  feet  high.  The 
water  contained  in  either  was  fresh  and  piu^,  which 
froze  in  one,  when  the  temperature  of  air  fell  to  32", 
but  not  until  it  had  fallen  1 0'^  lower  did  ice  form  on 
the  surface  of  the  other.  This  appeared  a  stnuigc 
anomaly,  as  I  found  there  was  no  material  difference 
in  their  relative  temperature — barely  one  degree — and 
none,  as  for  OB  I  could  ascertain,  in  the  constituents 
of  the  water ;  nor  did  they  communicate  with  each 
other.  That  which  was  frozen  was  about  ten  feet 
higher  above  tbo  level  of  the  sea  than  the  other,  and 
had  one  fathom  luss  water,  its  depths  being  five,  and 
the  thickness  of  its  ice  was  double  that  of  the  lower 
lake,  Previous  to  the  ice  fonning  on  their  surface 
we  hauled  the  seine,  and  procured  in  the  last  frozen 
lake  three  trout,  each  about  one  pound  in  weight, 
and  a  few  smaller  ones,  but  found  none  in  the  other. 
There  were  also  brought  up  in  the  net  a  few  vegetable 
polyps,  some  round,  others  nodulated  from  one  to 
two  inches  in  diameter,  composed  of  a  tough  gela- 
tinous substance,  enclosed  in  a  strong  membranous 
capsule,  and  of  a  dark  green  colour ;  but  otherwise 
possess&l  of  no  particular  interest  beyond  the  fact  of 
their  1)cing  foun<l  here.     The  sea  along  this  shore 
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»et!niL>«l  nearly  destitute  of  animal  lilc;  and,  notwiUi- 
eUnuUug  repeated  efforts  at  dredging  wherever  there 
was  a  space  ot  open  watci>,  I  oould  ouly  proctirc 
a.  few  specimens. 

On  the  25th,  the  ice  had  separated  a  little  from  the 
shore,  but  not  to  a  greater  extent  than  would  allow  of 
the  passage  of  a  hout  for  about  a  mile,  aud  that  only 
with  difliculty  ;  so  that  there  was  but  little  altemiion  in 
oiu:  prospects.  The  usual  number  of  haulers  had  gone 
abroad,  myself  amongst  the  number,  and  nmged  over 
a  great  extent  of  eomitrv.  T  had  sepjmitetl  from  my 
party,  having  been  lucky  in  shouting  a  i  fare ;  a'ul  after 
along  march  with  my  trophy  slung  on  my  back,  slowly 
vended  my  way  to  the  shij),  rather  fagged  with  the 
day's  exertion.  As  I  approached  the  barren  j>lftiti, 
which  is  the  great  aqueduct  for  conveying  the  moun- 
tain stream  to  tbc  buoeb,  and  of  which  I  have  elso- 
where  spoken,  I  espied  at  a  great  distance  u  small 
iliirk  object  movin^r  towards  me ;  this,  with  the  aid 
of  my  telcsctipe,  I  discovered  to  bo  a  iMtisk  Ox.  1 
at  onec  deti'^nnined  to  encounter  him  single-handed, 
made  the  neccitsar}'  dis|)ositions  for  nttjick,  and  gra- 
dually approache<l  with  a  view  of  driving  him  into  a 
gorge,  where  my  chances  of  success  might  be  touch 
greater.  1  had  already  killed  him  in  my  own  mind, 
and  was  indulging  in  the  exultatiou  I  should  feci  while 
returning  on  board  with  such  pleasing  inteUigcnce 
— our  crew  having  been  some  time  without  fresh 
meat  — when,  unfortunately,    two    of  the  Warrant 
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officers  joined  nio.  I  had  got  witliio  seventy  ynrds 
of  tbc  animal,  just  »t  the  entrance  of  the  goi^e, 
vhere  I  e^Epcctcd  to  make  bim  my  pnzc,  when,  seeing 
two  men  emerging  from  it,  he  suddenly  turned,  faced 
and  rushed  at  full  speed  towards  mc.  1  stepped  aside, 
fired,  wounded  him  in  the  hind-quiulei-s,  and  brought 
him  ou  his  huuncheN ;  then  a  b;i]l  from  my  second 
boiTcl  struck  his  impenetrable  bony  frontlet  fomiod 
by  the  expansion  of  the  horns,  and  rebounded  as  if 
from  a  pLite  of  steel ;  he  turned  and  fled  somewhat  lame 
from  his  wound,  which  bled  rather  profusi-ly,  and 
before  I  could  reload  he  was  far  out  of  range— but  I 
stiil  followedhim.  A  party  of  our  men,  who  met  him, 
instead  of  exercising  a  little  strategic  skill,  verj-  sailor- 
like,  gave  chase  for  miles,  but  never  could  come  up 
with  the  tticn  affiightcd  animal,  and  he  was  lost.  The 
fatigue  of  hunting  with  a  Hare  on  one's  back,  1 
found  by  no  mcims  trifling,  and  I  reached  the  ship 
much  exhausted. 

A  second  Musk  Ox  was  seen  by  another  party, 
and  fired  at  by  the  Boatswain.  While  rclunding  hi» 
gun,  having  put  the  powder  in  the  barrel  carelessly, 
he  placed  the  muzzle  against  his  abdomen,  and 
ched  for  a  ball.  The  powder  exploded,  burned 
bis  clothes,  and  scorclifd  him  severely,  to  his  extreme 
alai-m  and  that  of  his  companions,  who  discontinued 
the  cluise  to  bring,  as  they  supposed,  a  dying  man  on 
board — ho  believing  his  lust  bom-  was  at  hand.  They 
michcd  the  ship  in  a  must  affrighted  state,  and  it  was 
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with  diniculty  he  could  be  persuaded  thut  his  wound 
was  not  mortal  ;  from  sonic  iticidcrils  attending 
which,  great  amusement  was  afterwards  derived,  it 
being  generally  supposed  that  a  marling-spike  would 
have  been  a  better  wcnpoa  in  the  hands  of  the  boat* 
swain.  In  this,  however,  we  were  mistaken,  for,  no 
doubt  hurt  that  liis  sporting  (qualifications  should  be 
questioned,  he  afterwards  became  one  of  our  most 
active  and  successful  hunters,  when  necessity  coiii- 
pellcd  us  to  make  the  most  strenuous  cOurls  in  the 
chase. 

On  the  27th,  the  weather  assumed  a  more  wintery 
aspect,  young  ice  had  been  for  some  days  forming 
on  the  small  spaces  of  water  along  the  shore,  sug- 
gesting a  cliange  of  season,  which  in  our  position  wt: 
could  not  think  of  but  with  the  moat  serious 
apprehensions.  Spring  tides  being  then  present,  we 
found  there  was  a  rise  and  fall  of  two  foct  six  inches, 
but  00  idieration  tu  the  ice  nor  any  appearance  of 
motion.  The  young  ice  had  attainetl  a  thickness  of 
two  inches,  and  the  teinpcrature  kept  steatlily 
below  freezing  [loint ;  thus  the  navigation  liad  ap- 
parently bccD  brought  to  a  close. 

i^ome  of  our  sportsmen  in  the  course  of  their 
nunbles  reported  that  they  li»d  seen  the  remains  of 
(U)  old  Esquimaux  encampment,  luid  as  we  were 
desirous  of  verifying  the  statement,  I  proceeded  on 
the  27th,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Saiusbury  and  the 
Interpreter  in  eearcb  of  the  locality.    The  moming 
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was  cold  ajid  raw  with,  sleet  nnd  rain  at  intervuls, 
and  iiflcr  tmvelling  about  throe  miles  along  the  shore 
to  the  westward,  reached  the  place ;  an  exaininatiou  of 
which  leil  no  doubt  of  its  having  been  a  resort  of 
Esquimaux.  We  found  two  mounds  of  a  circular 
form  a  few  yards  apart,  around  each  six  heads  of 
Musk  Oxen  were  embedded  in  the  soil,  which  we 
found  frozen  twelve  inches  beneath  the  surface. 
Numerous  bones  of  Reindeer,  Foxes  and  birds  were 
strewn  about,  much  bleached  from  long  exposure. 
Prom  this  fact  and  others  subsequently  iiscerttiined, 
ve  had  conclusive  proof  of  these  people  having 
travelled  round  the  cutirc  coast  of  Baring  Island ;  they 
doubtless  found  from  the  experience  of  one  or  two 
seasons  that  they  could  not  exist  on  its  sliores,  as 
tlicy  had  evidently  hunted  their  way,  and  ultimately 
retreated  again  to  the  southward.  This  circumstance 
may  be  taken  as  conclusivu  evidence  how  little 
available  would  be  the  best  eftbi'ts  of  a  |>:uty  in 
stistainiiig  life  for  (a\y  length  of  time  in  this  part  of 
tlic  Poiar  Sea,  if  entirely  depending  on  its  resources, 
and  their  own  exertions. 

The  2Ulh  of  August,  was  an  eventful  day  in  the 
voyage  of  '  Investigator,"  and  nearly  brought  her 
cruise  to  a  tragic  termination.  The  weather  had 
remained  of  the  same  gloomy  aspect  with  strung 
north- westerly  winds,  enow  and  i>lcct  at  intervals, 
and  temperature  of  air  from  26"  to  29^  Stationary  jis 
the  ice  had  been  during  the  previous  week,  a  underwent 
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a  chnnge  no  less  wonderful  thnn  liaxanlous,  to  us,  at 
8  A.M.  on  the  39tli.  It  was  observed  iu  inolion  to 
the  eastward,  and  at  9,  hcnvy  pressure  rsnie  on  the 
berg  to  wbicb  we  were  attached,  carried  it  from  its 
grounded  position  romplcttly  round,  nnd  raised  it 
some  twenty-five  feet  out  of  water;  prestrntlng  n  most 
frightful  Aspect,  overhanging  the  ship  nearly  as  high 
as  tliG  fore-ynrd.  We  were  fearful  lest  a  eonlinuanco 
of  the  same  force  would  throw  it  entirely  over,  wheu 
we  mast  hove  been  inevitably  crushed  to  pieces 
on  the  instant.  I^ortunntcly.  however,  our  suspense 
did  nut  long  continue;  the  floe  split,  ond  the  berg 
giving  one  or  two  appalling  rolls,  bore  us  with  it 
into  detiper  water,  and  into  the  midst  of  heavy  ice  in 
the  wildest  couiniotion — both  were  driven  onward 
with  the  moving  masses,  the  berg  being  then  afloat 
and  incapablo  of  resisting  further  pressure.  To 
prevent  tlie  siiip  from  being  driven  on  shore,  our 
entire  rehanoc  lay  in  uiiiintaining  unimpaired  our 
connection  with  the  bei^ ;  this  was  still  further 
strengthened  by  one  nine  inch,  thrt*e  six  and  two 
five  inch  halsers.  and  a  stream  chain,  two  of  which 
were  passed  round  it  and  secured.  In  this  stiite  we 
were  still  borne  onward,  about  eighty  yards  from  the 
shore,  the  ship  sustaining  hca^T  pressure  particuliu'ly 
at  stem  and  rudder — the  latter  was  seriously  damaged. 
Numerous  large  uin&ses  were  sunk  beneath  the  ship 
in  the  frightful  mel^  in  which  we  were  engaged, 
when    about    1    v.u.  it  temporarily  sulisided.      Slie 
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then  lay  perfectly  cradled  in  the  ice,  huge  masses  of 
it  having  been  tbrced  under  her  keel,  which  raised  her 
three  feet  at  tlie  bow,  and  upwards  of  live  feet  »t  the 
stem.  Masses  of  flinty  hardne&s  still  pressing 
heavily  on  the  port  side,  banked  us  up  between  them 
and  the  berg,  which  threw  the  ship  over  several 
degrees ;  and  thus  iji  utter  helplessness  we  awaited 
the  next  movement.  In  the  mean  time,  the  state  of 
the  rudder  demanded  our  attention — it  was  already 
seriously  damaged,  and  its  safety  still  further  jeo- 
pardized by  the  heavy  blocks  of  ice  that  surrounded 
it.  To  unship  it  was  then  our  object,  but  from  the 
ice  having  got  under  and  around  it,  so  as  to  com- 
pletely block  it  up,  this  Ijecnme  a  matter  of  extreme 
dtfliculty.  Some  of  the  ice  was  removed  by  pickaxe 
Bod  ice  chisels,  but  it  wa.4  ultimately  found  necessiiry  to 
have  recourse  to  gunpowder  for  clearing  away  the 
remainder ;  and  blosting  under  the  stem  was  then 
fximmenced.  After  some  hours  work,  wc  suocoedcd 
in  extricating  the  rudder;  this  pr>nderou$,  unwicldly 
implement  was  placed  on  the  ice,  and  the  carpcntcni 
coiiuuenced  tite  necessary  repairs. 

The  next  object  that  attracted  our  attention,  was  n 
grounded  berg  piece,  us  large  as  that  to  which  we 
were  attached,  lying  directly  in  our  course  astcni. 
Against  this,  on  the  next  ntovemeut  of  the  ice  we 
should  immediatelv  have  betn  bonie.  and  inevitable 
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contact.  (bnsequently,to  weaken,  or  if  possible  break 
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up  this  great  mass  of  tec,  became  n  matter  of  grcAt 
iuport ;  and  preparations  were  made  for  blasting  it, 
altliongli  it  was  then  only  a  few  yards  from  the  ship. 
A  charge  of  tvrenty'six  pounds  of  powder  wns  placed 
deep  in  its  substance ;  on  exploding,  we  were  afforded 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  it  fissured  directly  across, 
while  several  of  its  fragments  were  thrown  on  the 
cleck.  Some  smaller  charges  were  then  used  with 
similar  results,  and  although  the  mass  remained  im- 
movable as  a  rock,  the  little  damage  it  had  effwted 
rendered  it,  in  our  opinion,  less  forniidahle. 

We  continued  to  watch  the  ice  with  intense  anxiety 
throughout  the  day.  A  large  floe  of  some  miles  in 
extent  appeared  in  motion,  about  n  third  of  a  mile  to 
seaward  of  oiir  position  ;  doubtless,  in  a  great  degiiee, 
the  cause  of  the  pressiu^  to  which  we  bad  been  subject. 
As  the  outward  or  sctiwurd  margiu  of  this  floe  could 
be  discerned,  tlie  ridgee  of  heavy  ice,  which  were 
packed  along  it,  indicated  the  gigimtic  force  at  work. 

At  S.yO,  the  carpenter  having  rejmirwl  the  rudder, 
we  were  busily  ciigagrd  in  placing  it  in  a  safe 
position  slung  across  tlie  stem,  and  had  just  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  so,  when  the  ice  was  again  observed 
ID  motion. 

We  lay  not  only  helplessly  fixed,  but  alwolutcly 
embedded,  bonie  along  amidst  the  appidling  com- 
motion of  huge  masses  grinding  and  ci-ushing  each 
other,  still  ncaring  the  shore,  and  approaching  the 
berg,  from  which  we  were  then  not  more  than  n  few 
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feet  distant.  Every  inon  stood  finn  and  silent  at  his 
post,  vritb  a  knapsack,  at  his  side.  The  sick  I  had 
ordered  to  be  brought  on  deck,  that  in  the  event  of  the 
ship  being  suddenly  cruslied,  they,  too,  luight  liave  ii 
clinnce  of  escnpe.  Nothing  wiis  heard  but  the  dismal 
sound  of  the  ice  around  us.  We  slowly  but  steadily 
u[)prQached  tlic  berg,  against  which  uiu*  stern  post  nt 
length  came  in  contact  The  pressure  continuing, 
eveiy  timber  of  the  sliip's  solid  framework  loudly 
coniphtined,  and  we  momentarily  expected  to  see  her 
Dipped  in  pieces,  or  thrown  upon  the  beach.  Most 
fortunately,  however,  the  destructive  effect  of  the 
blasting,  so  judiciously  had  recourse  to  a  few  hours 
previously,  then  told  in  our  favour ;  as  the  mass 
opened  in  three  pUees,  their  fragments  separating 
from  each  other,  diminished  the  power  of  resistance, 
otherwise  our  fute  would  have  been  at  once  decided. 
At  the  moment  of  coming  in  contact,  tlic  continuance 
of  the  pressure  carried  away  the  stream  chain,  broke 
one  nine,  imd  two  six  mcli  halscrs,  us  if  they  had 
been  wliip-cord,  stove  in  our  strong  bulwarks, 
crumpled  u]>  the  copper  us  if  it  had  been  paper;  at  the 
same  time,  it  swept  the  ship's  bow  towards  the  beach, 
elevated  her  a  few  feet,  and  threw  her  over  on  the 
jiort  side  eighteen  degrees.  The  direct  force  of  the 
prcssm-c  became  thereby  diminished,  and  wheti  in 
breathless  anticipation  of  being  driven  on  the  beach, 
that  catastroplic  was  averted  by  the  interposition  of  n 
Merciful  rru^'idcucc.     The  motion  iu  the  ice  then 
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wkh  tbe  fanfccs  ap  bog. 

At  the  mocpgit  the  hthtn  vac  carried  avigr. 
Ciptan  M^amc  fare  ordcn  to  kl  Cfam  gov  tkA 
the  Aap  BB^fat  be  tkrava  ao  the  beaeh,  totMatd  aa 
■hdtv  dnri^  tke  varto-,  iaiLcwl  of  bciag  cnAtA, 
^Msk.  IS  wvayeded. 

1  can  nerer  fac^  the  tnwrioa  I  cxpoieooed 
donng  the  liutt  period  of  thii  tcaifafe  eonffct. 
Evoy  timber  in  the  ditp  gnmned  to  U>e  moft  direftil 
mi  omriww  iMynyt  of  coBytmt,  tin  mMls  dwok. 
and  as  I  stood  co  the  qmter-deck,  the  plsaks 
bneaUt  my  feet  vibnted,  as  if  ui  ibe  act  of  itarting 
■p.  I  put  my  band  on  tbe  eapsUa.  about  lo 
spring  opon  it  for  astety,  when  the  preesttre  snddeniy 


At  the  onset  of  the  preasnTe,  the  captaia'a  atemrd 
hsppened  to  be  in  the  cabin  when  the  preasiire  ma 
aost  aercrdy  fUt,  and  foncring  the  timbets  wcte 
cmiDg  aboat  his  earn,  aeiEed  the  captain's  knapsack, 
rushed  EranticaDy  on  dedc,  where  we  nil  stood,  he 
apparenUj  without  the  power  oS  atterance,  gazing 
wildly  around  in  ntter  amazement  at  the  scene  before 
him.  Notwithstanding  our  situation,  the  men  could 
not  suppress  tlieir  merriment — little  adapted  as  the 
oocasioo  was  to  excite  it — but  I  must  say  I  ne%'er 
•aw  mch  a  picture  of  terror  as  he  then  presented. 

We   (bund   the   ship    had  )>ocn  carried  from  ten 
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fethonis  water  into  tbreu  and  a  balf ;  but  was  no  wlierc 
iu  contact  with  it,  as  she  was  still  perfuctly  cradled  in 
the  ico.  Id  tliis  state  we  remained,  Dot  knowing 
what  might  happen  in  an  instant.  All  bands  were 
ordered  to  keep  their  clotbcs  on  for  the  night,  and 
have  knapsacks  in  readiness  for  any  sudden 
cuicrgenc)'.  Tbu  evening,  one  ofunxiety  andwatcliing, 
closed  iu  cold,  wild,  cheerless,  and  squnll}'.* 

On  the  moniiug  of  the  30th,  there  was  no  change 
in  our  situatiou.  The  night  was  passed  in  compa- 
rative quietnde,  the  ice  being  stationary' ;  the  huge 
niua!)L-s,  nuiny  forced  high  upon  the  beach,  were  piled 
up  between  the  ship  and  the  shore,  fully  testifying  to 
the  extent  of  the  pressure.  The  day  was  occupied  in 
working  their  destruction  by  blasting,  by  pickaxe  aud 
all  the  usual  ice  implements,  with  a  view  of  making  a 
good  bud  for  the  ship,  in  the  probable  event  of  her 
being  thrown  on  it ;  and  likewise  a  road  to  the  shore, 
then  not  more  than  sixty  yanls  distant.  TIk-  gun- 
powder, in  every  case,  did  its  vvgrk  well,  in  lissnnng 


■C  [  cannot  fbrlicar  from  alluding  to  the  BiJmirablc  manocr  in 
wliich  (be  ship  rcMStcd  tbe  pressure  (o  uhicb  slie  iru«  exposed, 
which  wu  eutircly  aniug  to  the  cxcrllcnt  and  vdentific  prin- 
eiplm  ou  which  she  wus  streDgthrnvd  by  Williani  M.  Rice,  Eitq., 
th<f  present  talented  miuter^shipwrifjlil  of  WoalwJch  Dockyard, 
by  whoitc  plan  and  under  irhuseBuperiutciuIi-ucclbc'Iuvvstigntor' 
vita  fitted  fur  Polar  servioe.  Tlii*  {^einleinan's  nunc  was  fre* 
cjuently  mentioned  with  grnlcful  frcllngs  during  our  long  and 
eveniftil  voyage  when  our  wifety  so  often  depended  ou  the 
Mnugib  of  our  slii]!. 
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nnd  breaking  up  these  obstacles,  so  as  to  render  tb^ 
ruoioval  a  matter  of  Cfay  nccomplisbnicnt.  The 
chnrges  varied  &oni  3  to  4it  lbs.  according  to  circum- 
stanccs.  Altbougli  guii|Mwdcr  can  never  be  conn- 
dcrod  an  agent  capable  of  effecting  tbe  advance  of  a 
ship  tbruu^rb  an  ice  encumbered  sea,  unless  to  lend 
into  water  where  there  is  space  enough  for  tbc  frag- 
ments to  find  their  way,  or  be  moved  into  ;  yet 
we  found  it  very  valuable  in  removing  temporary 
obstnictions  in  the  fonn  of  projecting  tongncs, 
wlien  our  position  was  very  much  incommoded  by 
packed  ice  and  in  relieving  pressure.  It  must, 
tJicrefore,  be  considered  a  most  powerful  auxiliary  in 
Daviguting  icy  seas,  when  judiciously  used  in 
quantities  sufficiently  lai^e  to  effect  its  object. 
Tiie  blasting  kept  up  an  acceptable  degree  of  excite- 
ment lUroughout  the  day ;  and  tbc  appcamnce  of  our 
men  on  the  ice,  like  so  uumy  engineers,  sapping  and 
mining,  presented  a  feature  of  some  novelty. 

Tbc  ice  mate  reporter]  on  the  Slst,  that  a  small 
space  oS  water  coiJd  be  seen  outside  tbe  floe  ulaiidy 
mentioned  ;  this  could  not  in  any  way  serve  us,  as  it 
merely  indicntcd  the  diminutior  of  the  pressure  in 
that  locabty. 

TIic  commencement  of  ScptcDd<cr  told  us  that, 
under  tbe  most  favourable  circumstances,  the  seasoD 
for  navigating  an  ice  bound  sea  was  drawing  to  a 
close.  It  was  not  difficuU  to  believe  that  ours  bad 
{MiHM-il,    unices   (I   recumnice    of   sonu^tbiug   similar 
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to  whut  wc  Imd  lately  passed  thro«f?l»,  set  us  again 
in  morion,  and  caused  us  to  make  a  more  inti* 
mate  acquaintAnce  with  the  beach  than  was  desir- 
oblf.  The  first  operation  of  a  ship  going  into 
winter  quarters  was  now  commenced,  (as  many 
believed  we  had  then  reached  ours,)  by  mating  o 
fire-hole,  in  doinji  which  we  hnd  penetrated  sevca- 
tecn  feet  of  closely  packed  ice  before  reaching  the 
water — the  dcptli  of  the  cradle  in  which  the  ship  lay. 
The  weather  continued  cold  and  raw,  with  snow  and 
strong  north-westerly  winds.  All  the  birds  appeared 
to  have  forsaken  us,  as  we  had  seen  none  I'or  some 
days ;  and  with  September,  winter  appeared  to  have 
arrived.  Oiu-  men  were  variously  employed  collecting 
drill-wood  along  the  beach,  for  the  distance  of  a 
couple  of  miles,  accumulated  in  quantity  sufficient 
for  a  party  travelling  along  the  coast,  but  not 
sojourning  on  it.  Others  were  occupied  collecting 
stones  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  and  stacking  them 
on  the  beach  for  baUiist,  that,  in  the  event  of  this 
locality  proving  to  be  our  winter  quarters,  they  might 
be  made  available  for  the  following  season.  I-'rom 
the  fact  of  our  havin'^  collected  here  fifty-live  tons  of 
ballast,  subsequently  left  behind,  it  was  allcrwards 
known  by  the  nni;ie  of  liallast  beach. 

We  still  cuutiuucd  our  shooting  and  exploring 
expeditions  with  much  eagerness,  but  trifling  sue- 
A  few  Ptarmigan  occasionally  rewarded  our 
labours.      A   beautifiU  specimen    of   the    Jerfolcon 
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{Hurofalco  Qmdient)  was  shot  cm  the  Sfth,  wben 
flving  over  the  ship ;  several  vac  seen  at  the  close 
<^  this  and  sobseqneait  seascMis.  Hiey  are  a  gRst 
enemj  of  the  Lenuning  {Mm»  HmdwiaMt)  diat  voe 
abnndaiitiT  met  with  on  this  land.  On  th»  Mfa,  a 
Bear,  with  two  cabs,  were  obserred  from  the  diip,  on 
the  ice,  onning  towards  the  shore ;  after  wandering 
aboot  oa  the  floe  for  a  shtnt  time  sniffing  the  air  in 
their  asnal  s^le,  they  sagacnoaslj  betook  themsdres 
to  fli^it,  and  spoiled  oar  anticipated  sport.  A  Uac^ 
Fox  was  also  seen  by  one  of  oar  men,  mi  the  land, 
(the  first  of  that  species  we  had  met  with)  bat  whidi 
fled  at  the  repc^  of  his  gan,  when  firing  at  a  small 
pack  of  Ptarmigan.  Another  Bear  was  enooantered 
upwards  of  a  mile  inland,  by  two  men,  who  woonded 
him,  and  hastened  his  journey  to  the  beach,  whence 
he  proceeded  over  the  ice.  This  was  the  first  instance 
of  this  animal  having  been  met  inland. 

The  ice  remained  stationary  until  the  10th,  when 
a  strong  southerly  wind  set  in,  having  moved  round 
from  the  eastward,  which  caused  the  temperature  to 
rise  froin  25°  to  30^ — the  sky  cloudy  and  overcast 
with  passing  showers  of  rain.  These  favourable  cir- 
cumstances began  vcn'  soon  to  manifest  their  effect 
on  the  ice.  At  S  a.m.  a  lane  of  water  was  obscn'ed 
al>out  half  a  mile  to  Si-award  of  our  position,  extend- 
ing from  west  to  east,  for  three  or  four  miles,  gra- 
dually increasing  as  the  ice  opened  out,  which  was 
drifted  off  by  the  force  of  the  wind  thun  blowing  off 
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shore.  Towards  noon,  so  rapid  had  been  its  progress, 
that  about  600  yards  to  the  eastward,  the  water 
cxti^nded  continuously  from  the  shore  to  the  pack 
edge,  then  distant  about  a  mile,  and  as  far  along  tlic 

ast  OS  conld  be  discentcd ;  but  for  the  reinHinder  of 
the  day  it  matie  no  nearer  approach  to  us — steadily 
increiiaing  its  area,  howfver,  in  other  directions.  Wc 
could  only  hope  for  a  continuance  of  these  inHnences, 
to  enable  ua  to  take  advantage  of  the  tine  space  of  open 
water.  The  ice  had  remained  quite  stationary  aroiind, 
but  At  1  P.M..  owing  to  the  contintuuice  of  the  tliuw, 
and  from  the  effect  of  the  tides,  it  had  cracked  alon^ 
the  bearh,  and  woidd  easily  detach  itself  on  a  sliyliL 
cause — that  outside  the  open  water,  conld  be  seen 
sotting  steadil}'  to  the  eastward.  This  change  ciuiie 
on  us  unexpectedly,  and  the  sanguine  few  who  could 
not  be  convinced,  tlmt  vc  had  reached  our  winter 
quarters — exulted  in  the  prospect,  I  must  say,  appa- 
rently with  good  reason. 

A  Gidl  and  Raven  hovered  around  us  the  entire 
tijiy — the  inttcr  we  had  not  seen  since  that  eventful 
inoniing  we  bore  up  from  the  Strait  of  I'rincc  of 
Wales.  Towards  inidnight,  when  the  quarter-uiaster 
of  the  watch  (Henry  May*)  went  out  to  examine  the 


*  Thb  fine  old  fellow  was  the  patriarch  an^l  Mentor  of  our 
crew,  bad  senrti  in  formrr  Ex|>editi«Hiii,  whrrc-  he  provnl  hiroHflf 
ns  invalusLle  as  be  did  to  us,  by  bis  corrvd  and  strady  conduct. 
euhI  ibt:  iiitltit'iicf  of  hia  gouil  rxanijilv  oiuon^t  llie  in«ii.  H« 
lias  HJiKe  KrvL-d  widi  nie  ia  H.M.8.  '  Coriiwalli),*  where  he  well 
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tule-polc,  Adhi  inability  to  steady  it,  he  ftmnd  some 
difficulty  in  taking  the  oW-nratioD,  and  od  loolcing 
roond  in  the  daiincss,  saw  open  water,  only  a  few 
feet  from  him,  extending  to  ihe  shore,  and  the  ioe  in 
which  we  were  fixed  being  gradoally  borne  off — the 
first  intimatioD  we  liad  of  the  circnmstance.  The 
wind  was  then  blowing  with  the  fonx*  of  a  gale — the 
night  was  dark  and  tempestuous,  nnd  as  we  were 
carried  off  towards  the  pack,  we  anxiously  waited  for 
daylight. 

The  morning  of  the  1 1th  found  us  driAing  steadOy 
lo  the  eastward,  nl>out  one  mile  off  shore  on  Ute  pock 
edge;  still  beset  in  that  which  had  borne  us  off  and 
about  twenty-five  yards  from  the  in-shorc  water.  From 
the  masUlicad,  water  could  be  seen  extending  along  tlie 
land  to  a  distant  point,  (subsequently  called  Cape 
Colquhoun)  off  which  the  ice  seemed  to  be  jMckcd, 
from  the  presence  of  a  shoal,  as  was  supposed. 
IJcyond  it  no  laud  could  be  seen,  but  a  strong  ice 
blink*  showed  itself,  &oui  which  it  appeared  that  the 
coast  line  trended  to  the  south-east.  Some  of  us 
were  most  anxious  that  we  might  be  freed  from  the 
slight  barrier  that  lay  between  as  and  the  water,  and 
run  down  with  a  fair  wind  as  far  as  possible  to 
ihe   Cape,  whence   it    extended ;    with    the    hope 

oafaitatiwd  the  ebumcter  lie  lud  previoiuiy  emraed,  of  being 
one  of  (h«  noM  re«pecuble  uid  tnutwortby  petty  officer*  ia 
llct  Majesty's  N»y. 

*  The  (lull,  whitisli  s)i[i«>isacc,  tbc  *k\  [inteuU  oret  ice. 
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fairly  entcrtdincd,  of  rounding  it ;  rather  than  be  driftc() 
in  the  pack,  when?  from  any  sudden  change  of  wind 
we  might  huve  been  fixed,  perhiip  never  to  be  liber- 
ated— for  once  ciirried  off  the  hind  for  a  considerable 
distance  into  Ihe  great  Polnr  pack,  I  believe  the  chuoccs 
of  a  ship  regaining  it  again,  iire  but  stnall ;  it  was 
not  however  deemed  judicious  to  do  so.     As  we  were 
anxious  to  get  to  the  eastward,  it  may  seem  strange 
that  advantage  was  not  then  taken  of  the  wnti-r  which 
led  to  Cape  Colqulioun ;   for  if  we  ever  intended  to 
round  this  point,  we  could  not  possibly  have  had  a 
better  opportiuiity  of  doing  so;  and  a  [wsition  ofl'thaL 
part  of  the  coast  was  not  worse  than  any  other,  as 
tliey  were  aU  equally  full  of  peril.     No  means  were 
employed  to  release  the  ship  until   T   p.m.,  and  then 
it  was  nearly  too  late,  for  tlie  wind  changing  to  the 
westward,  brought  the  ice  rapidly  from  that  quarter, 
and  as  rapidly  did  it  become  packed  to  the  eastward, 
closing  up  the  much  desired  space  of  water,  and  cut- 
ting off  our  chances  of  escape  to  the  shore,  even  when 
freed  from  our  imprison tuent  in  the  pack.     At  this 
hour  wc  made  sail  in  the  hope  of  breaking  up  the 
floo,  set  fresh  anchors,  and  hove  on  them  at  the  cap- 
stan.    Other  expedients  were  resorted  to,  but  in  vain 
^the  ship  did  nut  move  in  the  slightest  degree.    Re- 
coiursc  was  thcu  bad  to  gunpowder ;  several  charges 
from  fourteen  to  fifty  pounds  were  sunk  beneath  the 
floe,   and   in    every  case    succeeded    in  completely 
breaking  up  the  packed  ice,  in  which  vre  had  been 
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80  perfectly   cradled   on   the  night   of  rtie   *20di  of 
August. 

It  was  man'cUous  to  view  the  quantity  of  ice  that 
made  its  apjieaniuce  iit  thu  surface,  when  compared 
with  the  SQifdl  area  of  that  desti-oycd,  which  packed 
and  adiicring  to  the  ship's  bottom,  was  conipteuhr 
detached  bv  the  hlaating.  At  4,S0  tlie  ship  was 
lihcrnted,  tlie  caavtis  uloce  being  qui1«  sufficient  la 
get  her  under  weigh;  thus  nffbrdiug  stroug  evrdenoe 
of  the  superiority  of  gunpowder  over  the  sow — the  only 
other  meuQs  that  coidd  have  rt^leasetl  us,  and  thra 
only  after  immense  Inlwur  and  much  loss  of  tiuw. 
So  rapidly  had  tlie  ice  set  down  and  packed  about  u*, 
that  we  were  obliged  to  cut  the  holscra  for  mow 
speedy  liberation ;  when  wc  stood  in  along  it«  odgt, 
rudderless,  striking  it  occasionally — and  n  few  tniooles 
more  might  have  fixed  us  in  the  great  V(Aar  pack, 
through  our  tardiue&s  iu  commenciitg  operations. 

At  6.30  we  neared  the  shore,  shortened  sail,  aod 
again  made  fast  to  a  hit^e  piece  of  ice,  when  a  halscr 
was  laid  out  to  a  heavier  piece,  grounded  in  shore  tn 
ten  fathoms  water,  about  one  hundred  yards  dii^tant, 
to  which  the  ship  was  warped  and  secured  at 
6  40  P.M.,  with  one  nine,  six,  and  fuiu*  inch  hulacrs, 
about  sixty  yards  from  the  shore,  wttli  ioe  of  the  last 
year's  formntion  intervening. 

Soon  after  wo  were  secured,  there  was  not  a  s; 
of  open  water  to  be  seen,  and  the  ice  was  still  dtifU 
ing  to  the  eastward.     At  9.30  our  situation  was  ngnin 
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rendered  very  critical  by  a  licnvy  floe  coming  violently 
in  contact  with  the  western  end  of  that  to  which  we 
were  attuched,  turning  it  partially  round  find  nearer 
the  shore.  The  same  force  ucliug  against  tlie  ship, 
caitseil  tlie  siichors  to  dmw,  and  gave  Iter  an  in- 
clination of  twelve  degrees,  at  tJie  same  time  carry- 
ing lier  fmiii  ten  into  seven  fathoms  water ;  but  about 
ten  yftTds  nearer  the  beach  there  were  only  two 
fathoiits,  80  thnt  a  rontinnance  of  tlie  farce  must 
have  forced  us  upon  it.  Thus  again  did  our  safety 
depend  upon  remaining  firody  secured  to  the  ice, 
whose  integrity  was  threatened  momentarily.  The 
four  inch  hidsor  was  carried  away,  the  stream  chniu 
laid  out  with  an  anchor;  and  imtil  midnight 
every  man  was  occupied  in  using  liis  utmost  en- 
deavours to  add  to  the  general  security,  as  far  as 
it  Iny  within  human  power.  We  remained  clad 
and  booted  as  before,  prepared  for  n  start,  scarcely 
venturing  to  leave  the  deck  for  a  little  teraponuy 
rest.  The  wild  and  cheerless  as]>ect  of  everything 
around  was  heightened  to  a  degree,  by  the  increasing 
gale  from  the  westward,  howling  amid  the  darkness 
and  gloom  of  this  tempestuous  night. 

On  tlie  morning  of  the  12th,  the  ftirce  of  the  gale 
bad  in  some  degree  subsided,  and  duyhght  revealed 
our  extremely  hazardous  position — exposed  to  all 
the  wiyils,  quiie  unsheltered  and  unprottxted,  with 
the  mounds  of  shingle  forming  a  contimwus  embcnk- 
merit  along  the  beach.   Tbo  floe  which  was  the  source 
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of  SO  much  trouble  nnd  nnxicty  the  previous  cveningr" 
was  stationary  on  our  outer  side,  and  would  agnin 
assjiil  us,  (in  the  event  of  a  northerly  wiiid  suiting  lu,) 
atid  force  us  on  the  btacli.  In  the  evening  we  were 
gladdened  by  the  sight  of  a  flock  of  Ducks  going  lo 
the  eastward,  and  a  Fox  and  Snow  Owl  were  seen  on 
the  land — the  latter  identical  in  character  with  the 
'  (Hie  foruierlj  described. 

A  fall  in  the  baioiiiuters  on  the  previous  evening, 
foretold  the  advent  of  a  southerly  wind,  on  the 
moniiug  of  the  13th,  which  then  blew  from  the 
south-east,  and  soon  afterwords  a  lane  of  water  opened 
about  eighty  yards  from  the  ship,  extending  due  east 
and  west,  with  the  ice  in  the  offing  drifting  to  the 
westward,  while  thut  in  our  vicinity  was  (|uit« 
stationary.  Towards  noon  ns  the  wind  Ijccanie  south- 
west it  resumed  its  easterly  ilrift,  and  a  short  distuiiee 
from  the  ship  it  was  lonse  sailing  ice,  which,  could  we 
then  have  reached,  our  progress  to  ttie  cobtward 
might  Imve  been  considendile — tlie  drift  being  esti- 
mated tit  upwards  uf  a  mile-  au  hour.  Notwithstanding 
the  favourable  aspect  of  the  ice  for  a  further  advance, 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  it  was  deemed  either 
unnecessary  or  injudicious  to  adopt  any  nienns  to 
liberate  the  ship,  until  -2  p.m.  when  a  small  cask  uf 
powder  was  placed  beneath  the  outer  harrier,  which 
its  explosion  fractured )  but  this  did  not  release  us! 
lliu  necessity  of  adopting  all  possible  meuns  to 
liberate  the  ship,  became  then  evident,   as  it  was 
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tantiJiEing  to  view,  only  fifty  yards  distant,  such  a  fine 
8|»acc  of  open  water  for  on  easterly  advance,  had  vre 
Ijeeu  prepared  to  take  udvuutagi'  of  it.  Our  reliance 
entirely  depended  on  what  gnnpowder  oonld  effect. 
A  lieavy  cliarge  of  250  pouncU  was  placed  in  a  nun 
cask,  and  sunk  under  the  ice,  which  was  about  sixteen 
feet  thick,  with  five  fathoms  of  fuse  attached,  and 
exploded.  The  report  was  tremendous,  and  the  shock 
wos  felt  throughout  the  ship — only  about  twenty-fire 
yards  distant.  Its  effect  on  the  ice  was  admimblc, 
smashing  tt  in  every  direction,  and  casting  numerous 
fragmenta  on  hoard— the  p\>unded  ice  to  which  we 
were  secured  varying  in  thickness  from  thirty-five  to 
sixty-seven  feet,  wns  rent  in  several  places.  This  was 
the  largest  charge  that  had  ever  been  used  b  ice 
navigation. 

The  greater  part  of  the  obstructing  floe  was  broken 
np,  or  fissured  in  such  a  manner  as  to  he  easily  set 
adrift ;  which  the  entire  available  strength  of  our 
ship's  company,  armed  with  handspikes  or  some 
equally  effective  iniplentcnts,  shortly  effected,  ninch  to 
their  own  atnufiement ;  aa  they  floated  on  the  larger 
pieces  to  detach  the  smaller  ones  that  olistnicted  the 
exit  of  others  still  greater  in  magnitude  in  the  rear. 
Several  smaller  charges  of  powder  were  successfully 
exploded  nearer  the  ship ;  still  she  remained  motion- 
less, We  then  made  sail,  and  hove  all  nback  with 
a  view  of  loosening  her  attachments.  Anchors  were 
laid  out  and  hove  on  at  the  capstan,  and  the  usual 
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expedients  of  sallring  &c.,  had  recourse  to.  After 
some  time,  our  cftbrts  were  crowned  with  success, 
tlie  ship  became  releafied,  and  buoyant,  oucc  more 
TQtdy  to  move  under  her  canvas.  Unfortunately 
daikness  now  set  in,  thu  wind  became  westerly,  the 
night  looked  wild  and  tempestuous,  anil  rain  fell 
heavily  in  the  squalls.  It  was,  therefore,  not  con* 
siflered  prudent  to  vt-nturu  out  into  the  pack.  The 
ship  was,  therefore,  uguin  seciued  to  the  floe  at 
9.3(1,  and  the  men  were  oniered  nn  c\tni  allowaucu  of 
meat  and  spirits  after  the  labour  of  the  previous 
eiglit  hours. 

'ilie  quantity  of  powder  expended  in  Llnsting, 
during  tlie  day,  amounted  to  4 (i(i  pounds.  Afewstunll 
fish  {Cottiu  Polaris,  and  Coitus  Quadricomis,)  which 
were  killed  in  the  water  from  the  efl'ects  of  the 
blasting,  were  thrown  up  on  the  ice.  The  tempera- 
ture rose  to  43° — remarkable  for  the  advanced  season 
of  llie  year.  Two  flocks  of  Ducks  and  some  Snow- 
Owls  were  seen,  aud  we  were  again  visited  by  the 
ominous  croaking  I(avcn.  which  some  of  our  men 
aftirmed,  had  followed  us  from  the  Prinee  of  Wales 
Strait. 

On  Sunday,  the  19th,  the  wind  described  a  coarac 
round  the  compass,  ultimately  settling  into  the 
south  west,  the  ice  still  drifting  to  the  eastward.  It 
was  not  untU  noon  that  preparations  were  made  for 
shipping  the  rudder,  but  the  ice  being  so  closely 
packed  about  our  stem-post,  we  wore  obliged  to  have 
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recouree  to  blustingr,  which  remo^'cd  it.  About  6  p.m. 
the  rudder  was  partially  shipped.  Since  tlie  c:!suiilty 
of  the  29th  of  August,  it  luid  not  been  in  use,  tiud 
was  found  to  reqiiire  some  further  repjiir,  which 
caused  considerable  delay.  About  this  time,  n  lano 
of  water  hftd  opened  from  our  position,  extending 
cast  and  west,  with  the  ioe  still  in  motion  to  the 
Cftstwiird,  but  unfortunately  the  same  ratises  existed 
that  prevented  our  departure  the  previous  evening. 
Darkness  set  in,  the  wind  tx-canic  westerly,  rain  and 
snow  fell,  and  the  night  wore  an  exceedingly  wild 
and  threatening  ap])earance.  At  9.30,  the  pack  began 
to  close  with  the  shore,  and  in  lialf  an  liour  we  were 
again  blocked  up,  with  no  xiater  anywhere  to  be 
seen. 

The  following  nioniing,  the  1  !)th,  brought  with  it 
no  improvement  in  our  prospects.  A  cold  north- 
westerly wind  blew,  the  land  was  nearly  every«-herc 
covered  with  snow,  and  the  temperature  fell  to  14" — 
which  looked  much  like  the  adven  t  of  winter.  The 
second  master  and  ice  tmitc  were  dispatched  to 
examine  the  coast-iinc,  and  state  of  the  ice  to  the 
eastward  of  Point  Colquhoun,  about  five  miles 
distant ;  and  returned  in  the  coutbc  of  the  evening. 
Prom  this  point  they  ohaerved  the  coast  trending  to 
the  E.S.E.,  with  very  heavy  ice  packed  on  the  shore, 
and  huge  floes  to  seaward,  but  no  appearance  of 
bay  or  hartuiir  was  to  be  sum.     They  shot  a  few 
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Ftarmigan,  and  saw  nomerons  tracks  of  Beats  and 
Musk  Oxen. 

Several  of  our  people  had  given  up  hope  of  doing 
anything  more  tliis  season,  and  the  radder  was 
again  unshipped  with  but  little  apparent  chance  of 
using  it  again.  Nothing  could  have  presented  a 
more  dreary  aspect  than  this  locality  then  wore ;  still 
we  hoped  for  a  better  &te  than  a  winter's  sojourn 
in  such  an  abode. 


Wcdlher — Ptvoarable  Stat*  of  tlw  Ic«  unci  'WBler — Prtpartttoiii 
to  sUrt — An  Opportunity  Io»t  and  Hetulta — Departure  from 
tjie  Floe — Pragresfl  and  Retreat — Cmrtnl* — Ice  in  Motion — 
Critical  Position — Prc8«irt — Its  EffectB — Point  Colquboun — 
Fro^rc»9  and  InciJenti  on  tbe  20tli  —  Diiitiug  —  Perilous 
Driftiiig — Cap*  WrotlwUy  —  Positiou — Cape  Austin — Diffi- 
cultiea — Sliifi  Koircd — Cape  Croucr — PrDii]>cct8 — Gculogical 
CluuB<rtCT  of  Coast — lufcrcocc*— Dangcroa*  Cbanctcr  of  the 
Coaot — ProgreM  on  the  23rd — Incideuto — WciiUier — An  Ice 
Barrier — Our  Passage  through  it — Aspect  of  Ercaing — Ship  oa 
Shore — Mcajturcs  adopted— Their  auoceso — Fortunate  £»ca^ 
—The  Night. 


The  ivcallier  wore  tlie  same  gloomy  asprct  on  the 
morning  of  the  XTtli  of  September;  the  wind  bad 
changed  into  tlic  eust-souUi-cast  quarter,  wheure  it 
blew  fiercely,  with  frequent  eqtmlls,  nntl  tlic  tenipenv- 
ture  rose  from  1 1*  to  21°,  which  led  us  to  Iiope,  with 
fervour,  thnt  a  chnnge  might  yet  take  pinc-e  in  our 
position.  The  ice  rcmained  fttationnry  tliroiigbont 
the  day  until  7  p.m.,  when  a  lune  of  wntcr  nnex- 
poctcdiy  and  itoiHeh'ssly  o[Kned  about  eighty  yards 
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from  the  ship,  where  the  pack  had  closed  on  the 
14th,  wiiich  continued  to  increase  for  the  remainder 
of  the  evening.  A  six-inch  halscr  was  laid  ont  on 
the  port  quarter,  to  add  still  further  to  our  security, 
and  prevent  our  being  drifted  out.  This  event  was 
hailed  with  pleasm^,  and  we  anxiously  waited  to  see 
how  far  we  might  be  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  it  in 
the  morning. 

The  anxiously  looked  for  18th  came :  the  wind 
firocQ  B.S.E.  had  iucrcmcd  to  a  galu ;  the  extent  of 
open  water  had  also  much  enlar^d,  and  varied  in 
extent  during  the  day,  ^m  one  to  four  miles  in  the 
evening.  There  was  no  ice  in  this,  and  it  extended 
east  and  west  as  &r  as  wc  could  see,  and  round 
Point  Colquboun,  The  tempf-mtore  was  steadily 
lising,  tli«  wind  gradually  veering  round  more 
in  our  fevonr,  and  we  were  only  about  seventy 
yards  distant  from  the  water.  In  this  state  of  nffiurs 
nothing  was  done  until  towards  noon,  when  a  party 
of  men  were  scut  to  clear  the  ice  from  the  stem  post, 
and  ship  the  rudder,  which,  at  2  p.m.,  was  ecoom- 
pUshed.  Prepimitions  were  then  made  for  blasting 
the  ice  intervening  between  us  and  the  water,  which 
had,  a  few  days  before,  blocked  up  the  eutnmoe  of 
the  little  tlock  we  had  previously  formed  for  ourselves. 
Tlie  loose  character  of  the  ioe  caused  the  expendi- 
ture of  only  sixty-six  pounds  of  powder  for  its 
removal. 

At  4  P.u.  the  ship  was  free — not  a  pArticle  of  ice 
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on  the  lee  or  seaward  side;  she  only  required  the 
Ciuivas  to  put  her  in  motion,  and  we  prepared  for 
getting  under  weigh.  The  topsails  and  spanker  were 
double-reefed,  and  the  halsers  mid  icc-aachors  brought 
in ;  the  strcnm-chain  oJonc  securing  us  to  the  floe. 

Thus,  all  things  being  completed  for  n  start,  we 
coidd  not  but  rejoice  at  our  singular  good  fuiiuue  in 
hoving  such  n  fine  expanse  of  water  to  work  in,  at 
such  an  advanced  season  of  the  year ;  nnd  were  once 
more  elntetl  by  the  plaisurcs  of  liope,  notwithstanding 
wo  had  ttuffered  so  often  iiroui  disappointment.  Such 
was  the  case  this  evening :  the  preparations  we  were 
so  joyously  making  were  suddenly  ordered  to  be  sus- 
pended, haisen;  were  again  laiiL  out,  sails  furled,  and 
the  ship  secured  as  liefore — ^the  wind  being  con- 
sidered too  strong  to  effect  much  in  working  to  the 
eastward,  although  the  water  at  the  time,  with  the 
exception  of  lis  surface  being  rippled  by  the  wind, 
was  ns  smooth  m  a  pond. 

ThtLS  wits  another  splendid  opportunity  of  making 
easterly  progress  lost.  Our  proceedings,  in  not  taking 
iiutnediate  advantage  of  the  chances  we  had  of  creep* 
ing  along  tJie  coast,  since  the  10th  of  September, 
appeared,  at  this  time,  cliaracterized  by  a  degree  of 
indecision,  entirely  nt  viiriancc  with  our  previous  ope- 
rations. We  Bccnicd  willing  to  go,  but  loath  to 
de{Mirt.  Had  we  promptly  taken  advantage  of  all 
the  favoundilc  circiwistuncea  that  presented,  and 
which   I  have  trutbfidly  narrated,    exactly   as  they 
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oocnned,  we  most  have  been  manr  miks  dbUnt 
fioB  "dkO  positMHi  we  then  occupied.  Tbcre  was  no 
w^hty  in  thn  posHian  we  could  not  have  enjoyed, 
in  a  greater  or,  at  least,  an  equal,  degree,  on  any  other 
part  of  ibe  coast,  whidi  could  not  have  been  much 
wone;  indeed,  I  am  sore  there  was  nothing  in  the 
locality  that  should  have  made  as  so  attached  to  it. 
I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  that  our  tardiness  on  these 
aercral  occasions,  where  an  castcrW  advance,  however 
trifling,  was  of  vital  consequence,  and  when  oppor^ 
tonitiGa  occurred  for  making  it,  exerdaed  a  fiitol 
inflnence  on  the  voyage  of  the  '  Investigator.' 

On  the  mcHning  of  the  19th,  the  wind  continued 
from  the  same  quarter,  but  had  moderated  consider- 
ably during  the  night.  At  length,  at  3.45  a.m.,  the 
ship  was  cast  off  from  the  floe ;  we  made  sail,  and 
were  soon  standing  out  towards  the  pack  edge,  be- 
tween which  and  the  land-ice  we  continued  working 
to  the  eastward — all  in  Iiigh  spiiitA  at  the  hue  sea  of 
watOT  which  cvci^whcre  met  the  view.    The  land-ioc, 

off  which  we  tacked,  formed  a  rq^ular  line  of  out» 

^H       works  along  the  coast,  and  was  of  a  ver}'  hcuvy  cbn- 
W  meter,  giving  evidence  of  its  having  been  subject  to 

I  tremendous  prtssurc :  huge  pieces,  buudreils  of  tons 

I  in  weight,  were  seen  thrown  op  on  end,  while  others 

I  equally  large  had  been  forced  for  a  cousidemble  dis- 

I  tanoe  up  the  escarpment  of  u  coast   line,   in  sonw 

I  places   indining   not  more   than   ten  degrees  from 

I  the  iierpcndiculof. 
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Towards  noon,  the  wind  fell  light,  and  changed 
into  east  by  north.  $oon  after  wliich  it  quite  died 
viray,  so  that  we  could  make  uo  progress  by  tucking. 
At  3.45  P.M.,  orders  were  given  to  1>ear  up,  as  we 
stood  towards  the  Innd-ice,  where  there  was  a  ]>cr- 
oeptible  current  setting  in  our  ftivour  to  the  caatwarii, 
and  after  running  against  it  to  tlic  westward  for 
about  three  miles,  over  tlte  space  it  bad  cost  m  so 
much  toil  and  trouble  to  work  the  ship  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  sliorteued  sail,  and  made  fast  to  a  hirgc  floe, 
grounded  in  nine  fathoms  water,  with  a  five-inch 
halser  at  bow  and  stem,  and  about  500  yards  from 
the  shore;  deeply  regretting  our  lost  opportunities, 
when  every  foot  of  easterly  advance  was  invaluable, 
but  utterly  unable  to  explain  the  reason  why. 

Our  situation  was  tlien  extremely  exposed  and 
dangerous — so  is  every  part  of  this  coast — from  being 
quite  unprotected  to  seaward,  wbcnoo  the  ice  might 
at  an}'  moment  assail  us,  from  any  slight  cause. 

At  6  P.M.,  when  I  left  the  deck,  the  pack  edge  could 
be  dlsoeraed  a  few  miles  to  seaward,  with  a  tranquil 
sea  intervening ;  half  mi  hour  afterwards  all  hands 
were  piped  on  deck,  and  to  our  horror  and  amanement 
we  saw  the  ire  setting  rapidly  down  towimls  us.  The 
tide  or  current,  which  we  had  before  obaoned,  then 
swept  past  the  ship  to  the  eastward,  at  an  estimated 
rate  of  upwards  of  two  knots  an  hour,  bearing  with 
it  those  (Ictoched  hca>7  floes  it  had  carried  off 
the  pack-edge.     These  were  then  borne  with  four- 
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fill  ifjhotj  qno  the  diqk,  gnwfag  agwnit  ber  mie 
with  Midi  viokoce  that  the  ondun  drew,  the  sUf- 
boud  bdaruki  veie  vtore  in,  and  her  ttem  cnoe  in 
oootaet  with  a  piqecting  paeoe  of  the  floe,  nising  ber 
faorteeo  inches  oat  of  the  vater,  and  monenlxrihr 
(hieatanng  the  safety  of  the  rudder  aokl  stem  poat. 
TIieaeinaMea,  after inflictiDg  the  mjacteff.  and  mectiiy 
with  DO  opponog  ohetarW,  paaeed  oa,  only  to  make 
room  for  others  foOonring  in  quick  Botcearicw.  Our 
fint  object  was  to  add  still  further  to  the  secoritT  of 
the  ship,  bat  she  shodd  be  carried  away  bv  ifaeae 
^■T^""***  aBBBulta,  and  her  future  maiugcmcnt  taken 
again  ont  of  otir  huids,  tmless  we  bad  fcU  disp^^cd  to 
let  ber  drift  with  the  ice  to  the  eastward.  Bat  such  not 
beang  our  intcntioD,  she  was  warptti  to  a  stuall  indcnU 
ation  in  the  floe  edge  a  few  rards  ahead,  whose  pro- 
jectiiif!;  point  would,  in  all  probability,  ward  off  some 
■moant  of  the  Tic4ent  shocks  to  which  we  woe  then 
exposed.  Tbis  bdng  accompUshed  aAtx  much  labour, 
we  were  seciired  to  the  floe  with  a  stream  chain,  and 
a  nine-bch  balscr  ut  bow,  and  a  five  and  suE-inch 
halser  astern.  As  nothing  further  could  be  done  for  our 
■afety,  we  could  only  await  in  silence  the  result,  ready 
to  avert,  if  human  power  could  do  so,  any  suddea 
casualty  that  might  occur ;  and  aa  it  was  again  quite  a 
calm,  the  ship  could  not  possibly  be  managed  under 
canvas. 

It  waa  truly  appalling  to  witness  the  effect  of  this 
nuTCDt— the  moat  npid  we  had  seen  in  the  Polar 
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Sea.  1  could  compare  it  to  nothing  moTO  real  thnu  that 
wliicli  may  I>e  seen  in  a  tidal  hurfaour,  where  small 
floating  objects  arc  Lome  in  its  stream  vith  vdocity. 
at  the  same  tinic  that  they  are  turned  aiid  wheeled 
about  by  nuincrotui  eddies  in  their  course.  Such  was 
the  ettect  it  had  on  the  ice,  and  these  bugo  masses 
sottJng  down  on  a  ship,  so  unprotected,  and  help- 
lessly  placed  as  was  the  '  Investigator,'  as  they  came 
singly  to  the  attack  in  quick  succcssioD,  presented  a 
prospect  uf  peril  no  words  of  mine  can  describe ;  hut 
the  recollection  of  which  can  never  be  eflaoed  from 
my  miod.  »om  this  danger  a  beneficent  Providence 
had  ugiiin  int^rrposed  to  shield  us. 

We  found  we  had  gained  by  the  day's  work  about 
six  miles,  and  had  rounded  that  [>otnt,  (Co1<|uhuun), 
from  whence  the  const  takes  an  essterly  trending, 
without  the  slightest  curve  or  indentation  that  could 
aflbrd  shelter  to  a  ship,  with  the  ice  evcrvwhere  fear- 
fully packed  along  its  shores.  Notwithstnnding  the 
perils  of  the  day,  we  heartily  rejoicerl  at  the  easterly 
progress  wc  had  nuide, 

'Xwo  Wlialcs  were  observed  in  the  morning  going  to 
the  westward  at  a  leisurely  pace,  and  as  wc  readily 
indulged  in  any  hope  that  favoured  our  wishes,  wo 
indined  to  the  opinion  that  they  hnd  come  from  the 
eastward,  where  open  water  existed.  The  tem- 
perature kept  t«lernbly  higb.  from  26°  to  Bi°,  and  the 
weather  was  fine  with  partial  fogs. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  wc  were  i^ain  at 
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work.  Tbe  weather  had  undergone  no  change,  bat 
the  wind  graduallj-  drew  round  to  the  northwonl,  and 
towards  ercnisg  became  westerly.  The  ice  coDtmued 
still  drifting  towards  the  eastward,  and  at  4  a.m.  the 
ship  was  cast  off  ht>m  the  perilous  poeiticm  on  the  floe 
edge  we  had  occupied  during  the  night  j  but  heing 
unable  to  use  our  canvas,  she  was  warped  to  a 
large  floe  drifting  to  the  eastward,  to  which  we  linked 
onr  fate ;  changing  our  position  frotn  time  to  time,  hy 
warping  along  its  edge,  to  avoid  the  culli&ion,  to  which 
we  were  momentarily  subject,  and  frequently  sus- 
tained, keeping  as  near  the  land  ice  as  possible. 

At  1U.30  wc  had  reached  another  point  of  land 
about  ninety  feet  high,  similar  in  appearance  to  the 
one  we  had  passed  the  day  bcf<»%,  and  to  which  the 
name  of  Wrottesley*  has  been  since  bestowed — 
against  this  the  ice  was  thrown  up  in  a  roost  wonder- 
ful nianner.  buttressing  it  nearly  to  its  summit. 
About  1  P.M.,  the  wind  having  become  tight  and 
variable,  we  made  sail  to  a  light  brcuzc,  at  the  same 
time,  aiding  our  advance  as  much  as  possible  by 
warping.  While  doing  so,  however,  we  lost  the  land 
ioc,  and  got  fiiirly  into  the  labyrinthine  m<jshes  of  the 
pack,  which  we  were  most  anxious  to  avoid ;  more 
particularly  iis  wu  saw  it  steadily  closing  on  us  since 
tlu:  ntomi]i({.  In  this  position,  wc'roade  every  effort 
lo  regain  the  laud  ico  by  warping,  gruppUng,   &c., 

*  In  Mmplim^Dt  to  ibe  (>n«ent  uoble  and  distiugoiihed 
PnciUeat  of  titv  Uvjral  Sodcty  (Loiil  Wrottcalcy). 
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it  to  little  purpose.  The  canvas  was  of  wo  service,  as 
tlic  wind  Imd  iVimX  away.  The  ship  was  completely 
blocked,  iitid  ill  this  pivdtcunient.  the  main  pack  gni' 
diially  closwl  on  us ;  to  which  the  ship  was  teJii]iorarily 
secured,  Biid  home  with  it  for  a  short  distance  to  the 
eastward. 

We  were  thus  again  placed  in  a  most  haaardons 
position,  heinj»  steadily  diifted,  hy  a  power  so  irresisti- 
ble, that  in  the  event  of  its  meeting  with  any  slight 
impediment  or  resistance  to  its  onward  progress,  the 
ship  would  inevitably  have  been  crushed.  One  of  two 
ooiirees,  therefore,  were  open  to  us  for  aitoptiun — either 
to  cut  or  blast  a  dock  in  the  floe  to  wliich  we  were 
attached,  wherein  we  might  have  drifted  with  com- 
parative safety  a  long  distance  to  the  eastward,  with 
the  chances  that  might  subsequently  occur  of  getting 
into  open  water,  or,  to  detach  ourselves  trom  it  on 
the  first  opportunity,  and  endeavour  to  regain  tbe 
Und  ice.  The  latter  was  adopted.  An  opportunity 
of  escaping  soon  came.  Having  met  with  a  narrow 
lane  of  water,  the  ship  was  cast  off,  and  we  imme- 
diately commenced,  by  warping,  to  regain  the  in-shoro 
ice.  It  was  not,  however,  until  7.30  p.h.  that  we 
succeeded  in  securing  the  ship  to  this  immoveable 
barrier.  After  such  toil  and  exertion  as  it  had  cost 
us  to  reach  it,  the  men  were  refreshed  with  on  extra 
allowaQOc  of  meat  and  spints.  , 

The  position  we  had  gained  was  as  good  as  could 
be  expected  off  a  coast  where  neither  safety  nor  shelter 
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exists,  well  secured  to  the  grounded  ice  about  half  a 
mile  front  the  shore,  and  at  an  t-qunl  distaiifc  from  a  fine 
Cape  which  we  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  reuch;  and 
with  a  heavy  harrier  of  ice  whicli  had  just  Ijeen  thrown 
up,  grounded  in  twenty-nine  fathoms  on  its  outer  side, 
and  ten  and  a  half  on  its  inner,  some  twenty  feet  above 
water  to  the  westward  ;  partially  protecting  us  on  that 
quarter  from  whence  most  danger  might  be  appre- 
hended. Thus  wc  lay,  anxiously  awaiting  the  events 
of  to-morrow. 

We  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  no  unfavourable 
change  in  the  weather  on  Kunday  morning  the  SOtb, 
when  at  5  a.m.,  we  got  again  under  weigli,  and  made 
sail,  keeping  ofl'  the  land  ice.  This,  together  with 
warping,  enabled  us  to  reach  the  base  of  a  tine,  bold 
Cape,  subsequently  called  Cape  Austin,*  against  which 
the  ice  was  then  packed :  hoping  that  a  few  hours 
would  afibrd  us  open  water  for  another  atU-ancc,  how- 
ever small.  We  took  advantjigc  of  this  delay  for  the 
pcrrformnncc  of  Divine  Service,  with  hcart'fclt  gratitude 
to  the  Giver  of  nil  good,  for  the  merciful  protection 
He  had  »o  signally  bestowed  on  us.  Immediately 
after,  at  11  a.u.,  the  ice  having  opened  out  a  little, 


*  So  called  in  campUmciit  to  an  officer  whir  hul  sIrcaJy  ([siiicid 
dutinctiott  ID  tlictt:  scu  ((JsiiUiu  Uoratio  Austin,  C.B.),  then  in 
cnmnuinil  of  an  Expedition  to  the  Eaalwanl.  Tli«  name  has,  I  find, 
l>ceu  clia:it^:d  siuoe  our  Tcturn.  and  that  ut  "  M'Oluic"  bevtowe 
on  it.  The  ori^al  name  ia  retained  in  lliv  accumiuiujriu;  cUart^J 
brinj^  M>  namfd  m  Captain  M'CltirrS  itwpatch. 
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we  again  made  nil  plain  sail  tn  the  eastward,  as  the 
approach  of  a  heavy  floe  of  great  extent  setting  down 
and  tlireatening  our  position  from  the  westward,  ne- 
cessitated our  speedy  departure.  Our  slow  progress 
was  much  impeded  by  the  iee,  and  a  light  variable 
'wind ;  as  the  latter  soon  became  easterly,  and  the  former 
was  gradually  closing,  warping  was  had  recourse  to — 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  We  could  not  make  the  slightest 
advance,  and  the  steady  approach  of  that  from  which  we 
had  fled  but  a  short  time  before,  rendered  it  necessary 
to  retrace  our  stcp$  for  a  short  distance  alon^  the 
edge  of  the  laud  iee  to  a  place  of  security.  The  ship 
ytM  accordingly  warped  to  a  small  iiidenljttion  in 
it,  nearly  her  own  length,  which,  with  the  aid  of 
gunpowder  was  in  a  very  short  time  converted 
into  a  nioc  little  dock,  with  projecting  angular  bul- 
warks at  bow  and  stem.  In  this  retreat  the  ship 
was  secured  at  G  p.m.  for  the  night,  with  a  stream 
olrnin,  and  two  ten-inch  holaers.  Towards  midnight, 
the  ice  opened  out  considerably  about  us,  setting  ainwiy 
to  the  westward  ;  but  aa  we  were  just  within  the 
line  of  Cape  Austin,  and  a  twin  headland  of  cqnal 
boldness  and  grandeur  about  a  mile  apart,  it  was  not 
improbable  that  the  easterly  curreut  passing  outside 
might  form  a  sort  of  eddy  in  this  shallow  bay. 

We  had  on  this  day  made  nearly  a  mile  of  easting, 
slow  as  was  our  advance,  our  spirits  never  flagged ; 
for  we  were  sustained  by  the  hope  that  each  succeauve 
day  would  bring  «'ith  it  more  cheering  results. 
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On  the  32nd,  the  breeze  still  continued  from  the 
eastward,  ultimately  setting  into  the  south-east ;  but 
tbc  wvaibcr  was  gcncrully  of  the  snibc  character — the 
temperature  ro&e  in  tbc  course  of  the  ilny  to  37^, 
vliich  was  what  we  so  much  depended  on  for  fiulhcr 
success,  aided  by  southerly  winds.  At  6.30,  the  ship 
was  warped  out  of  dock,  and  along  the  land  ice  as  far 
as  it  was  poMible  to  go  uutU  noon,  when  she  was  again 
secured  inunediately  under  the  second  headland, 
which  was  subsequently  named  Cape  Crosier.*  i 

Captain  M'Clure,  with  the  second  Master,  hod 
a  short  time  before  left  the  ship  in  the  third  whale 
boat,  and  proceeded  round  the  Cape  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  the  ice.  llicv  returned  in  about  an  hour, 
with  the  pleasing  intelligence,  that  it  was  slackening 
off  shore,  and  that  with  the  continuance  of  the  trcsh 
southerly  breeze,  it  would  soon  afford  space  sufficient 
for  a  fartlicr  advance.  Before  this  change  took  place, 
hovrever,  night  set  in,  and  wo  roniaiiied  in  onr 
position,  patiently  awaiting  the  coming  daylight; 
having  made  about  half  a  mile  of  easterly  advance 
during  tbc  day. 

The  Gcolr^icnl  character  of  this  ooast  line  from 
Ballast  beach  to  Cape  Crozier,  whde  it  fully  par- 
took of  an  Arctic  HSjwet  in  the  highest  degree, 
likewise  presented  some  features  of  interest.  The 
rcmark.s   formerly    made   with   regard   to   the   land 

•  To  perpctoftte  the  memory  of  CipLBin  Croiier,  the  bi»f 
■nil  wortliv'  compuuon  of  ilip  gallant  Frniiklin. 
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in  the  vicinity  of  Ballast  beach,  arc  applicable  to  the 
coast  Une  us  far  as  Point  Colquhoun,  which  is  the 
first  pTOQiincrit  point  met  with,  is  of  limestone  forma- 
tion some  eighty  feet  high,  and  was  the  first  of  a 
rooky  character  seen,  since  roundiDg  the  sonthem 
extreme  of  the  island.      About  five  or  six  miles 
fiirther  to  tiia  eastward,   h  strailnr  but  somewhat 
raore  lofty  point  exists,  (Cnpe  Wrottealey)  the  coast 
line  intcrv<^ning,  forming  nearly  a  straight  line  of 
barrcu,  undulating  hills.     It  ia  of  similar  formation 
(Umcstone)   about    100    feet    high,    prcscntiDg    an 
irregular  and  ill-defined  IJne  of  stratittctUion  on  its 
western  side,  dipping  at  an  angle  of  about  15°  to  the 
north-n'est;  hut  on  itji  eastern  side,   iis  it  loses  its 
geological  character,    and    becomes  identified  with 
the  ordinaiy  coast  line,  the  stratification,   instead 
of  following  the  south-east  inclination  of  the  land,  is 
thrown  into  a  scries  of  semi-circular  lines,  which  again 
become  angular  or  zigzag  before  their  continuity  is 
established  with  the  line  of  sti'iiitificntion  at  the  high* 
est  poiut,  alMut  its  centre.     It  is  the  most  northern 
point  of  Baring  Island,  ia  situated  in  lat.  74°  SO*, 
long.  121°  30'  50'  W.,  from  whence  the  coast  line 
OBsumea  an  K.S.E.  trending,  until  it  again  juts  oat 
in  the  fine,  l>old  headland  of  Cape  Austin,   which 
forms  a  grand  and  imposing  feature  in  the  outline  of 
this  dreary  and  unprotected  coast.     It  is  about  400 
feet  high,  while  a  profile  view  givt-s  it  un  inclination 
of  aomc  ten  or  twelve  degrees,  falling  back  in  ledges 
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with  the  debris  foniiing  a  buttress  at  its  base, 
extending  upwards  uciirly  a  third  of  its  height;  yet, 
wheu  viewed  from  the  front,  it  appears  quite  vertical, 
and  the  dcsokte  grandeur  of  its  appearance  wns 
wonderfully  striking  from  the  perilous  position  whence 
we  viewed  it.  Projecting  through  the  debris,  I  could 
oljscrve  the  more  promiueut  nngiditr  portions  of  its 
lower  formation,  dipping  in  a  sliglit  degree  from  its 
ceiitii!  on  cither  side  in  a  south-west  and  south-east 
direction,  and  they  appeared  to  be  composed  of  shaJe 
and  a  sort  of  slaty  sandstone.  Above  and  surmounting 
the  debris,  it  is  of  an  ill-defined  columniu-  structure, 
apparently  limestone,  fissured  and  broken  up  exten- 
sively, with  no  well-marked  line  of  stratification ;  only 
what  a  alight  change  of  colour  here  and  there 
presents,  which  was  uniformly  brownish  grey  with  a 
ferruginous  admixture  interspersed  throughout.  Ita 
gcneriU  aspect  much  resembled  that  of  Nelson's 
Head,  but  on  a  much  snuiller  scale,  and  foniicd  like  it ; 
a  grand  turning  point  on  tliis  part,  of  the  coast.  The 
outline  asstimes  a  convexity  like  the  walls  of  a  lofty 
fortress,  the  rocky  structiu^  being  presened  for  about 
600  yanls,  until  gradually  lost  iu  laud  of  the  usual 
hilly,  irregular  character.  This  takes  a  slightly 
crcscentic  form  from  its  trending  to  E.S.E.  and  again 
shoots  out  in  a  north-east  direction,  completing  the 
crescent  of  a  shallow,  shelterless  bay,  ruid  ending  in 
another  bold  headland,  similiir  to,  but  somewhat  less 
elevated  than,  Cape  Austin.    This  fine  Cape  appeared 
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identical  both  in  appearance  and  stnictiirc,  with  its 
coiifivrc  on  the  opposite  side  of  this  little  shallow 
indentation,  fmni  which  it  is  almut  three  miles  distant, 
and  is  poesessed  of  the  same  convexity  of  outline,  with 
much  of  its  grand,  imposing  aspect,  altbough  iu  a  less 
degree.  It  is  elevated  about  340  feet — its  front,  I 
may  say,  quite  vertical,  falling  away  on  cither  side, 
identi^ing  itself  with  the  land  hke  the  other; 
and  in  structure  it  is  of  an  ill-dcBncd,  broken 
columnar  character,  extensively  fissured  in  a  horizontal 
direction,  resembling  a  state  of  progressive  decay  and 
dilapidation.  Much  debris  was  also  collected  at 
its  base;  its  lower  formation  was  slate  and  shale 
laminated  and  fissured,  mid  was  surmounted  by  lime- 
stone of  a  columnar  form,  with  well  marked  lines  of 
sulphureous  and  femiginouB  deposit  extending  trans- 
versely along  its  front.  The  decomposition  of  this 
compound,  probably  taking  phice  on  its  exposure, 
fully  displayed  the  well  marked  colour  of  both  ;  which, 
when  contrasted  vriih  the  dark  grey  of  the  fonnation, 
imparted  a  stratified  and  divisional  appearance  to  the 
wbolc. 

As  circumstiinces  did  not  allow  of  my  visiting  this 
Cape  for  more  than  a  few  minutes,  my  examination 
was  necessarily  confined  to  the  debris,  which  entirely 
consisted  of  carboniferous  limestone,  in  pieces  or 
blocks  varying  in  size  from  several  hundred  pounds 
weight  to  minute  fragments.  ]  foimd  numerous 
apecimeos  of  foasU  uni-  and  bivalve  shells,  embedded 
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firmly  in  the  limestone  (embraong  chiefly  species  of 
Produrtfi,  Spirifer,  Pecien,  Cardium,  Terebrutula, 
Buccinum,  and  a  few  others,  the  generic  chftractera  of 
which  were  not  then  determinetl),  together  with 
pieces  of  wood  of  various  sises,  from  portions  of 
stiiall  twigs  and  branches,  to  pieces  two  inches  in 
diameter,  embedded  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
shells.  Some  pieces  were  encrusted  with  a  deposit 
of  iron ;  others  had  a  sulphoreous  covering,  and 
emitted  a  disagreeable  odour ;  but  almost  all  looked 
bUck  and  charred,  in  an  advanced  stage  of  carbon- 
isation,  as  if  partially  bnrned ;  and  displayed  in 
numeFoaa  plnccs,  the  true  lustre  of  coaL  The  lime- 
stone fissured  readily  wherever  the  wood  or  shells 
were  found  in  its  substance — re\'ealing  them.  Seve- 
ral pieces  of  very  pure  anthracite  were  picked  up  in 
the  debris ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  liftd  time  pcnnitted, 
it  would  have  been  found  in  greater  abundance.  1 
also  remarked,  that  in  the  broken  land  intenening 
between  these  two  Cajrts,  the  eswirpnicnt  presented  a 
dark,  carbonaceous  appoarancc,  similar  to  wliat  is 
observed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  coal  measures ; 
and  what  I  had  previously  met  with  in  Prince 
Albert's  Land;  but  I  was  unable  to  make  a  personal 
examination,  Jrom  the  critical  natnrc  of  the  position 
we  occupied.  Hence  we  may  infer,  had  time  per- 
mitted a  thorough  exploration  of  the  locnhty,  that 
results  similar  to  those  obtained  in  the  lulls  near 
BeUast  beach  woidd  have  been  obtained.     From  the 
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identity,  both  io  Appcarauco  aitd  outliDe.  of  these  two 
fine  headlands,  we  may,  I  think,  arrive  at  the  ana- 
logical inferenoe,  that  they  arc  of  ilic  same  geological 
character;  not  only  aa  each  other,  but  likewise  as 
that  of  Nelson's  Head,  on  nearly  the  same  meridian, 
but  at  the  southern  extreme  of  tlie  island. 

There  was  nothing  deserving  the  name  of  hay  or 
liarbotu-  along  any  part  of  this  coast,  nor  any  pro- 
tection or  shelter  for  ships;  and  exposed  as  it  is  to 
all  tlic  fury  and  violence  of  westerly  and  north- 
westerly winds,  it  stands  without  a  parallel,  for  the 
dangers  of  its  navigation,  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
The  appalling  endence  we  were  ofibrdcd  of  the  effects 
of  pressure,  cau&cd  by  stormy  winds  acting  on  a 
trackless  icy  sea,  as  such  was  wo  had  not  witnessed 
in  any  other  ]mrt  of  our  meiitful  voyage,  and  baffles 
all  attempts  at  describing — mounds  being  piled 
together  to  the  height  of  upwards  of  100  feet.  Our 
.pasaage  along  this  port  of  the  const  was  a  truly 
terrible  one — one  which  should  never  bo  again  at- 
tempted ;  and  with  a  vivid  remembrance  of  the  perils 
and  dangers  which  hourly  assailed  us,  I  feci  conviuced 
it  will  never  be  made  again. 

Daylight  on  the  23r<L  dawned  on  us  most  aus- 
piciously, revealing  to  our  delighted  vision  a  most 
favouraljle  state  of  matters,  as  regarded  the  relative 
disposition  of  land,  ice,  and  water.  The  latter  had 
increased  to  a  great  degree  during  the  few  houra  of 
darkness,  affording  a  space  of   about  three   miles 


464 


THE    NORTH-WEST   PASSAGE. 


between  the  pack  and  the  shore ;  and  no  ice  conid 
be  seen  to  the  eastward.  The  weather  had  changed  but 
little  in  character  :  there  was  a  moist,  hazy  atmosphere, 
light  south-easterly  wind,  and  a  temperature  of  85". 
At  3.45  A.M.  we  left  our  position,  and  made  sail,  tack- 
ing, aa  requiaite,  to  the  eastward,  between  the  pack  and 
the  shore,  and  sounded  in  water  at  140  fathoms. 

From  Cape  Crozicr,  the  coast  line  still  preserved 
its  E.S.E.  trending,  with  the  same  irregidur  surface 
Hs  I  have  elsewhere  observed.  Several  bold,  sandy 
escarpments  were  obsen-ablc,  and  the  entrance  to 
what  appeared  an  inlet,  the  existence  of  which  was 
subsequently  proved — the  first  of  the  kind  we 
had  met  with,  but  there  was  every  indication  of 
its  being  shallow,  as  ice  was  grounded  olT  its  on- 
trance.  The  coast  presented  the  same  aspect  until 
Point  Providence  was  reached. 

The  wind  having  fallen  light  about  10.30,  the 
boots  were  lowered  to  tow.  and  continued  doing  so 
for  an  hour,  when  a  light  breeze  springing  up  from 
W.S.W.,  enabled  us  to  set  studding-sails,  and  we 
sped  along  most  cheerfully.  After  doubling  one  or 
two  slight  projections  of  the  land,  we  found  the  sea 
nearly  everywhere  clear  of  ice.  Light  streams  of  it 
could  be  discerned  off  the  pack  edge,  and  a  narrow 
margin  bordering  the  shore ;  but  there  was  no  ob- 
struction whatever  to  our  course. 

The  land,  ns  we  proceeded,  became  still  more 
cicv&tcd  and  broken,     iligh  ranges  of  hills,  nioun* 
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tainoiis  in  chnmcter,  appeared  fnr  in  the  backgroujid, 
with  ajiparentl/  deep  intervening  gorgca  and  ravines ; 
tlu'  coast  lint!  was  more  irregular  and  indented,  fonu- 
uig  a  few  little  bajs,  off  which  the  ice  looked  heavy 
and  grounded ;  and  tho  water,  ]  should  say,  sbullow, 
atfording  no  shelter  for  a  ship,  even  should  she  suc- 
ceed in  jiassing  the  barrier  of  land-ice.  The  escarp- 
Rient,  while  it  was  generally  lofty  and  abrupt,  ruse 
in  some  situations  with  the  usual  incUnation  from  the 
beach — nothing  of  a  rocky  character  could  anywhere 
be  discerned.  I  observed,  however,  with  the  aid  of  a 
^ass,  that  in  one  ]>art  of  the  coast,  for  the  distance 
of  one  or  two  niUes,  it  presented  a  durk-brownish 
appearance,  with  an  accumulation  of  red  .sand  ex- 
tcndiog  along  its  base.  Its  firout  was  traversed  by 
numerous  narrow  lines  or  ridges,  nmning  horiKon- 
tatly.  like  lines  of  stratiDcation,  uniform  in  colour 
witli  the  soil ;  as  if  formed  of  projecting  ledges  of  sand 
or  slate. 

The  continuance  of  partial  fogs,  wth  occasional 
snow,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  lUy,  rendwucl 
our  view  of  the  land  more  or  less  imperfect;  at  times 
obscuring  it  entirely  from  our  view.  At  5  a.u.  the 
ice  was  reported  from  the  mast-head  as  extending 
directly  across  our  path,  and  closing  with  the  land; 
water,  however,  could  be  discerned  beyond  it :  this, 
the  api)cnrance  of  the  sky  fully  verified — from  wliich 
we  concludt^l  it  could  only  be  an  extensive  Aou  wluch 
had  streamed  off  from  the  pack,  but  apparently  of 
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fhc  heoviest  chnracter.  Our  speed  being  then  five 
knots,  with  a  strong  westerly  wintl,  and  a  current  in 
our  favour,  it  u'as  determined  to  run  the  sliip  stem  on 
against  the  floe,  with  all  plain  sail  set — the  studding- 
sails  having  been  previously  taken  in.  This  was  a 
rash  decision,  and  had  it  not  otherwise  been  most 
Providentially  averted,  the  collision  would  have  been 
tremendous,  and  must  have  sunk  the  ship.  When 
about  200  yards  distant,  and  in  breathless  expecta- 
tion of  the  oomiiig  crash,  the  ice  was  obsened  to 
open,  as  if  magically,  in  our  course,  and  on  reaching 
it,  there  was  just  space  sufficient  for  our  unimpeded 
progress  through  it,  in  a  narrow  channel,  with  high 
walls  of  ice  on  either  side.  It  was  quite  appalling  to 
view  it,  being  of  a  pearly  blue,  flinty  character^ 
combining  antiquity  with  rocky  strength  and  hard- 
ness, which  must  have  been  the  growth  of  ages ;  and 
cue  could  not  but  shudder  on  reflecting  what  would 
hove  been  the  result  of  our  premeditated  conflict  with 
this  icy  granite. 

After  passing  through  this  barrier  in  such  a  mira- 
culous manuer,  we  found  oureelves  again  in  a  great 
expanse  of  water ;  the  pack  edge  could  be  discerned 
to  BCfiward ;  a  heavy  fog  hung  o\-er  the  land  along 
which  we  mn,  night  was  closing  in,  and  the  wind  waa 
freshening  with  frequent  snow  squalls.  We  intended 
to  shorten  suii.  and  lay  to  for  the  night— the  coming 
darkucMs  rendering  a  further  advance  extremely  hazard- 
ous under  the  CLrcunutances  of  our  position.      As  wo 
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stiU  proceeded,  our  anxiety  was  intense,  and  opinions 
wra«  freely  ba2urJc4l  that  Melville  Island  would  be 
reached  in  the  monuug. 

At  7  P.M.,  while  standing  on  the  forecastle  with  a 
few  other  officers,  eagerly  watching  through  the  dark- 
aess  for  anything  likely  to  retonl  our  advance,  the 
ship  suddeuly  struck  on  a  sun<ll)ank.  The  leadsman  in 
the  chains  had  just  reportetl  fifteen  fathoms  water,  and 
strange  (o  say,  the  next  moment  her  bow  was  elevated 
eight  feet  out  of  water,  with  only  six  feet  water  ujider 
it,  and  three  feet  before  the  gangway,  at  about  ten  feet 
from  the  st^m  there  was  only  eighteen  inches 
while  the  stem  itself  was  in  five  fathoms ;  and  she 
was  thrown  over  a  few  degrees  to  the  port  side.  The 
soundings  hud  thus  given  no  intimation  of  approach- 
ing danger,  and  wc  lay  about  600  yards  from  the 
shore — then  quite  shut  out  from  view  by  fog — with 
some  pieces  of  grounded  ice  intervening.  We  were 
in  a  great  degree  acting  under  the  direction  of 
Lieutenant  Crcsswell,  as  his  observations  led  us  to 
believe  that  we  had  passed  the  point  of  coast  reached 
by  him  and  his  travelling  party  in  the  spring,  and 
were  following  the  tnmding  of  the  cosst,  which,  as  we 
supposed,  led  uninterrupted  by  bay  or  inlet,  to  the 
80uUi-east.  This  error  was  subsequently  accounted 
for,  by  an  nltt^ration  in  the  rate  of  the  chronometer^ 
when  the  ol>ser^ations  were  made ;  caused  perhaps  by 
the  low  degree  of  cold  to  whieli  it  had  been  exposed. 
We  had  only  been  congratidating  ourselves  on  our 
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fortunate  escape  about  au  hour  previous,  and  were 
apeculating  freely  on  the  future  when  this  unforeseen 
casualty  occurred,  and  we  found  ourselves  in  the 
midst  of  new  dangers,  which  threatened  the  Bafety  of 
the  ship  in  an  extreme  degree. 

We  had  no  sooner  struek,  than  prompt  measures 
were  adopkd  to  free  the  ship  from  her  critical  position. 
AU  hands  were  in  a  moment  at  work  to  shorten  sail, 
after  which  we  commenced  to  lay  out  anchors — a  work, 
under  the  circumstances,  of  grt-at  labour  and  difficulty, 
which  was  suocessfiJly  performed  by  Messrs.  Wyn- 
niatt  and  Sainslmry ;  they  were  dropped  to  wind- 
ward, and  but  a  short  distance  nsteni,  in  seventeen 
fathoms.  The  second  master,  (Mr.  Coiut),  had  pre- 
viously  been  dispatched  to  sotmd,  and  reported  deep 
water  everywhere  about  the  ship,  except  where  she  bad 
struck. 

On  the  return  of  the  boats,  all  our  strength  wa& 
employed  at  the  capstan,  but  after  straining  every  nerve 
for  some  time,  we  fnilctl  to  move  her  in  the  sUghtest 
d^;ree.  We  were  then  obliged  to  lighten  her  in  the 
bow,  the  forehold  was  o|>ened,  and  nearly  emptied  of 
its  contents,  all  the  casks,  &c.,  it  contained,  wore 
hoisted  up,  and  carried  to  the  alter  part  of  the  ship  ; 
provisions  were  got  on  deck,  and  otlicr  means  had  re- 
course to.  While  employed  at  this  work,  a  heavy  strain 
being  at  the  same  time  kept  up  on  the  cables,  a  large 
piece  of  ice  was  borne  down  on  us  by  the  wind,  which 
coming  in  contact  with  her  side,  swung  the  ship  to 
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leewraKl,  bore  her  off  tlie  bank,  and  at  Q.^tS  p.m.  we 
were  again  afloat,  and  bronght  up,  with  both  bower 
onciioiB  in  six  and  a  half  fathoms.  Our  crew  had  been 
on  deck,  I  may  say  the  entire  day,  and  after  thwr  leocnt 
severe  work,  required  some  refreshment ;  subsequently 
they  were  agnin  employed  in  re-stowing  holds,  weigh- 
ing stream-anchors,  cleaning  decks  ;  and  Imving  altered 
tlie  disorder  and  confusion  into  which  everything  had 
buen  thrown  by  this  unfortunate  occurrence,  we  were 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  dawn  of  dayUght 
to  proceed,  if  possible,  on  our  course.  We  had  all  been 
animated  by  the  highest  hopes  throughout  the  day,  not- 
withstanding this  teroponiry  check  to  their  indidgence. 
Melville  Island  was  still  the  great  object  of  our  wishes, 
and  there  was  every  probability  that  on  the  following 
day  it  might  be  reached—our  distance  from  its  known 
western  extreme  (Ciipe  *Hny)*  being  then  incousidcr- 
Ah. 

This  point  once  attained,  we  calcidated  on  meeting 
little  further  obstruction  along  the  northern  shores  of 
Pany  Sount!.  Some  of  us  even  dared  to  hope  and  bi)c- 
culate  on  reaching  England  that  scorson,  advanced  as  it 
then  was.  We  anxiously  awaited  for  the  coming  day- 
light to  asct-riain  our  true  position,  and  the  relative 


•  Tim  Cape  bad  been  nearly  reached  by  Pwiy  io  ISSO — tlic 
Btniit  intnTCding  bi;twccD  it  Biid  tht  position  we  tbcn  occupied 
off  PoLDt  PrDi-id«ii«e.  a  tliyiuioe  of  alfout  ftuty  miles,  is  tlic  only 
(■Art  uf  the  North-West  P&Esagc  that  bu  ocrt  been  oavigated 
ill  «  ship. 
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dis|)ositton  of  tbc  elements.  The  day  was  to  na  a 
most  evuiitfiil  one,  and  as  inidaigbt  came,  the  nigbt 
wore  as  wild  and  tempestuous  an  aspect  as  any  of  us 
had,  perhaps,  ever  aeen  at  sea.  The  wiud  had 
iDcreaseii  to  a  gale  from  the  westward,  wliieh,  while 
it  brought  some  heavy  loose  ice  about  us  kept  tbo 
pack  off  shore ;  the  snowy  wlutetiesa  of  the  former 
presenting  u  strange  feature  in  the  scene,  looining 
omitioiisly  in  tlie  darkness ;  while  the  cold  raw 
atmosphere,  the  howling  of  the  wind,  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  and  the  chances  there  existed  of  the  pack 
setting  down  on  us,  assisted  to  form  »  picture  of 
Arctic  cruising,  which  I  cannot  fully  describe,  but 
can  never  cease  to  remember. 
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CHAPTER  XVin. 

Fosition  on  23wl  September — Resolution  adopttd — Ent«r  the 
Bmy  of  Merc; — £rroT  in  doing  no- — iUotons  wIvaDced  foi 
euUriiig  the  Pack — UeQecticna — R«aulU  of  our  Voyage — 
A  Second  Xoith-'Wcst  Pa»agc  diacorcnd' — Dismantle  Stup — 
Stule  of  tlie  Ice — Reduction  of  ProM'siona — Observations  on 
Polar  Diet — ■Necessity  of  Lvrge  nllowaoce  of  Food — Stat*  of 
tli«  Sliij) — Cold  belween  Decks— Party  deopatclied  1o  the 
North  and  thrir  return — Slate  of  Ice — Large  Expanse  of 
WbI«  acen — Our  iuobilily  to  enter  it — Pleasiit};  lutetligeoce 
— First  Reindeer  killed — Erideacc  of  Game  on  tlic  land — 
Remarkn  on  Reindeer. 


TiiK  d3rd  of  September  was  a  luckless  day  for  the 
'  Investigator,'  The  men  had  continued  uninter- 
mptedty  at  work  during  the  night,  and  at  1  a.m.  the 
ship  drifted  u  Httlc,  when  atiutlicr  anchor  was  let  go 
in  fifteen  fathoms.  The  gale  continued  from  the 
westward  veering  at  times  to  W.N.W.,  but  moderated 
with  tlie  advance  of  daylight.  Thia  period  of  the 
morning,  so  ardently  wished  for,  at  length  came,  and 
fully  revealed  to  aa  our  position ;  from  which  it  up- 
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peared  tliat  bv  kcrpiog  c1os«  to  tlic  land,  wc  hiid  hccn 
running  into  a  deep  bay ;  that  the  bank  on  the  ex- 
tremity of  which  we  bud  grounded,  fonned  a  sort  of 
crescent  or  horn  at  its  north-western  entnmce  extend- 
ing about  a  quartt^r  of  a  miie  fVom  the  beacb,  and  a 
good  bulwark  against  the  encroachment  of  ice  on  a 
ship,  placed  in  the  water  inside  and  beyond  it.  The 
coast  line  along  which  we  ran,  trended  to  the  south, 
and  then  sweeping  round  to  the  N.E.,  formed  this 
cxt«nsive  bay,  whlcli  was  then  quite  clear  of  tee,  some 
twelve  or  thirteen  mdea  in  depth,  its  north*castum 
bomidary  running  directly  across  our  course;  its 
entrance,  (Point  Back),  being  exactly  opfwsite  to  our 
poaitioD,  and  distant  about  seven  miles.  The  land 
appeared  of  a  hilly,  lofty  character,  between  which 
and  our  position,  the  appearance  of  shoals  were  re- 
ported  from  the  mast-head ;  but  we  did  not  verify  the 
feet  by  cloaer  inspection.  Mr.  Court  watt  then  dis- 
patched to  sound  the  bay  inside,  south-east  of  the 
shoal,  to  ascertain  its  eligibility  for  anchorage;  the 
ship  following  the  course  of  the  Ixiat  until  i)  a.m., 
when  we  furted  saih),  and  anchored  in  four  fathoms, 
about  000  yards  Jiom  the  shore,  and  about  tlunee  miles 
inside  the  bank  on  which  we  had  grounded.  It  was. 
therefore,  determined  that  this  position  should  con- 
stitute our  winter  quarters,  despite  any  change  that 
might  take  place  to  fiivoiu-  a  further  advance,  lest  vre 
^ould  not  succeed  in  procuring  another  so  eligible  as 
it  was  considered  to  be.     At  noou  all  work  was 
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completed,  and  our  crew,  after  nearly  tliirty  hours 
continuous  labour,  were  allowed  to  rest  for  the  le- 
luaiudcr  of  the  dnv. 

We  were  thus  doomed  to  spend  a  second  winter  in 
the  ice,  after  all  the  anticipations  we  had  formed  of 
reaching  Mel\-ille  Ishind;  and,  1  must  say,  it  was  a 
sad  and  hitter  disappointment  to  us  all.  Kntenng 
thia  bay  was  thc/a(ai  error  of  our  voyage.  This 
opinion  I  formed  at  the  time,  personally  expressed  it, 
and  recorded  it  in  my  Journal ;  therefore,  I  could 
not  be,  in  auy  degree,  influeuced  by  subsequent 
e^'enta ;  and,  that  the  decision  then  arrived  at,  of 
entering  this  bay,  was  a  hasty  one,  was  fully 
established  by  its  results. 

We  had,  previously  to  our  entering  this  bay,  made 
no  attempt  to  reach  Foiut  Back,  although  an  open 
sea  was  before  us.  The  reported  existence  of  shoals, 
(which  we  did  not  examine),  and  the  apjKyirance  of 
the  ice,  setting  down  on  it  from  the  northword,  caused 
it  to  be  considered  not  pnidcnt  to  do  so.  Nor  did  we 
make  any  attempt  to  reach  the  pack  edge,  with  a 
view  of  pushing  through  its  loose  ice,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  get  further  to  the  north-east :  although  the 
wind  had  become  more  northerly,  and  was  bringing 
the  ice  down  with  it.  It  was  nothing  more  than 
what  is  termed  loose  sailing  ico  in  our  immediate 
neighbourhood,  through  which  a  ship  might  for  some 
distance  have  worked  her  way,  as  the  sea  is  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  clearer  of  such  unpediments,  than' 
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at  any  otlicr;  more  may,  therefore,  be  accomplished 
in  a  few  days,  thun  in  as  many  months  at  any  earlier 
period.     By  doing  so,  we  would  have  got  fairly  within 
the  influence  of  the  current  setting  to  tlie  eastward 
through  Banks'  Strait,  and  would  have  been  further 
aided  by  the  prevailing  winds  fiora  the  north-west. 
Althougli  we  might  have  been  temporarily  beset,  we 
BhoiUd  Btill  hfl^'e    been  borne  in  the  direction   we 
wished  to  go,  and  as  the  pack  opened  out  have  got 
into  one  of  its  numerous  lanes  of  water,  that  would 
have  led   us  to   Melville    Island,  then  distant  little 
more    than    Gfly    miles.      Or,    had    wc    failed    iu 
doing  this  we    might    have    been    driiled  such  n 
distance  to  the  eastward,   as    to  render    our  get- 
ting through,  on  its    breaking  up  in  the  follow- 
ing   season,    a    matter    of    still    greater    certainty. 
Wintering  in  the  pack,   all  Arctic  navigators   had 
hitherto  viewed  with  the  utmost  dread ;  and  though 
I    admit    it    to    be    perilous    and    dangernus,    our 
experience  of  the  previous   winter    was  satisfactory 
evidence  that  it  could  be  done  with  safety  -,  and  this 
was,  1  believe,  the  firet  time  the  experiment  had  been 
made.      Great  and  imminent  as  were  the  dangers 
which   then   threatened   us,    as    well   as    in  the  lat« 
terrible   passage    we   had  just  made,    we    had  then 
become  so  accustomed  to  danger,  and  to  encounter 
fearlessly  the  worst  aspect  this  element  could  assume, 
that  wo  viewed,  without  apprehension,  the  risks  and 
chances  of  another  winter  in  the  pack,  liad  it  been  so 
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decreed — bo  anxious  were  we  to  make  the  North- West 
Passage  in  the  ship,  and  bring  the  '  Investigator'  in 
safety  to  England.  I  am,  therefore,  firmly  convinced, 
that  had  we  not  entered  this  baj,  but  boldly  pushed 
into  the  pack,  it  would  have  led  to  a  consunuoation 
of  eii  our  ardent  hopes  and  wishes. 

There  are  few  states  of  mind  from  which  one 
(»mnot  draw  some  degree  of  consolation,  however 
great  mny  be  the  disappointment  or  deep  the  regret ; 
and  we  then  drew  largely  on  oura.  It  was,  however, 
satisfactory  to  reflect  that,  although  the  ship  had  only 
been  actually  under  weigh  for  five  days  during  the 
season,  we  had  prosecuted  the  search  over  a  wide  ex- 
tent of  coast  line,  and  added  laigely  to  Greographical 
science  by  establishing  the  insular  character  of  Baring 
Island,  besides  discovering  a  second  "North- West 
Passage"  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  in 
a  direct  line  through  Banks'  Strmt,  in  a  voyage  that 
stands  unparalleled,  as  the  most  perilous  ever  made  in 
the  Polar  Sea. 

We,  therefore,  entered  this  bay,*  disappointed  as  we 
felt  in  doing  so,  with  a  firm  reliuice  on  Providence 
that  we  might  be  enabled  to  leave  on  the  following 

*  The  bay  Bubaequently  received  the  name  of  Mercy,  in 
remembrBDce  of  the  perils  we  had  escaped ;  but  some  amongst 
ns  not  inappropriately  said,  it  ongbt  to  hare  been  ao  called, 
from  the  fact  that  it  would  have  been  a  merey  had  vt  never 
entered  it. 
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seaeon  in  n  state  of  ns  {^roat  efficiency  ns  we  hnd  then 
entered  it. 

On  the  niominR  of  the  25th,  our  quarters  for  the 
winter  did  not  present  a  vcrj-  cheering  aspect ;  nor  could 
this,  in  any  degree,  remove  the  depression  stiU  univer- 
sally felt  nmongst  us.  Tlie  weather  wns  cohl  and  raw, 
with  hght,  variable  winds  from  \V,  nnd  S.W.,  and 
subsequently  from  the  northward.  Loose  sailing  ice 
was  graduiUly  streaming  into  the  bay,  with  lai^ 
spaces  of  water  intervening ;  and,  as  the  temperature 
ranged  from  21°  to  24°,  young  ice  had  formed  on  the 
water  around  us.  The  pack  could  be  seen  off  the 
entrance  of  the  bay ;  but ,  no  doubt,  ice  of  the  same 
loose  character,  as  that  in  the  bay,  extended  for  some 
distance  into  it.  Our  position  at  noon  was  ascertained, 
by  observation,  to  be  in  lat.  74"  6'  N .  long.  1 1 7**  55'  W. 

The  sails  were  unbent,  and  other  preparations 
made  for  housing  in ;  so  that  tlie  idea  of  again  ven- 
turing out,  under  any  circumstances,  was  at  onoe 
abandoned.  The  pack  wns  still  stationary  on  the  36th, 
and  made  no  further  encroachment  on  the  bay.  A 
few  Seals  nnd  several  Ducks  were  seen — the  latter  on 
the  wing  going  to  the  southward.  A  strong  westerly 
gale  set  in  on  Sunday  the  28tb ;  had  it  been  our 
good  fortune  to  have  entered  the  pnck,  this  would 
have  borne  iw  far  to  the  eastward,  as  the  ice 
was  seen  rapidly  setting  in  that  direction.  The 
Aororu  Borealis  of  cousiderablo  brilUaucy,  was  observed 
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for  the  first  time  on  the  night  of  the  29th,  extending 
east  and  west  to  the  southward  of  oiir  position.  As 
the  ship  was  at  this  date  finnly  frozen  in,  the  anchors 
were  hove  up  and  secured.  On  the  30th,  the  tempera- 
ture fell  to  1°.  and  thus  passed  our  second  September 
in  these  regions — a  month  no  less  eventful  than  that 
of  the  previous  year. 

Prom  the  1st  of  October,  the  rigour  of  an  Arctic 
winter  may  be  fairly  said  to  commence.  The  tem- 
perature had  fallen  to  4°;  all  our  preparations  for 
housing  in  were  completed,  and  the  same  routine 
estabUshed  that  had  previously  been  attended  with 
such  beneficial  results.  It  was  at  this  time  deemed 
necessary  to  place  us  on  two-thirds  allowance  of  pro- 
visions; the  loss  of  beef  we  had  sustained  on  first 
entering  the  ice,  and  the  depSt  left  at  the  Princess 
Royal  Islands  having  veiy  considerably  curtailed  the 
quantity  on  board.  The  reduction  of  jirovisions  after 
two  seasons'  sojourn  in  the  Polar  Sea  is  an  experiment 
more  or  less  hazardous,  considering  the  exigencies 
and  rigour  of  a  climate  that  urgently  demands  a  very 
liberal  supply  of  animal  food  for  man!s  sustenance; 
not  only  to  maintain  unimpaired  his  physical  power, 
but  to  enable  him  to  resist  the  inroads  of  that  terrible 
scourge  of  icy  seas  (scurvy),  which  under  less  favour- 
able circumstances  is  certain  to  appear.  The  full 
scale  of  victualling  allowed  on  Polar  service,  has  for 
its  basis,  one  pound  of  meat  daily — salt  beef,  pork  and 
preserved  meat  on  alternate  days,  with  a  &ir  pro- 
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portion  of  flour  and  preserved  vegetables.  This  in  a 
temperate  clluiate  is  sufficient  to  maintain  the  body 
in  a  stftte  of  health  and  efficiency,  even  when  engaged 
in  labourioiis  occupation.  As  the  same  allowance  of 
meat  is  issued  whether  at  the  Equator  or  the  Poles, 
it  is  but  fair  to  assume,  that  If  it  be  consumed  at  the 
former,  a  larger  allowance  is  certainly  required  to 
Tcsist  the  trying  climate  of  the  latter.  Experience 
enables  me  to  stute  that  men  are  less  capable  of 
resisting  the  cft'eeta  of  cold  the  second  year  in  Polar 
Tcgions,  than  tiicy  are  the  first ;  aud  so  on  for  cvei^ 
subsequent  year  of  their  sojourn — for  reasons  suffi- 
ciently obvious.  Their  state  of  body  ia  either  at,  or 
above  par  from  the  eSects  of  wholesome  diet  and  fresh 
vegetable  food  on  first  entering  the  iee,  which  enables 
them  to  generate  beat  sufficient  to  meet  the  exigencies 
of  climate;  aud  what  the  allowance  of  food  iaila  to 
supply  in  carlK>nized  uiaierial,  is  taken  from  other 
sources  within  the  system.  Uencc,  on  the  second 
year,  these  rcsourws  are  not  so  abundant,  and  a 
larger  instead  of  smaller  quantity  of  the  orig^al 
allowance  of  food,  is  necessary  to  generate  heat,  to 
say  nothing  of  making  up  the  deficiency.  If  the 
supply  is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  the  body  wastes, 
and  debility  and  disease  of  a  scorbutic  character 
ultimately  ensue.  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that 
one  pound  of  animal  food  dally  is  not  sufficient  for 
men  employed  on  Polar  service.  Por  one  year,  its 
efTeete  may  not  be  much  felt,  but  to  enable  men  to 
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go  through  a  second  year  and  remaui  efficient,  o 
larger  allowance,  I  consider,  absolutely  impcratiTc. 
In  support  of  this  opinion,  I  may  state  that  a  higher 
Btandard  of  health  is  always  found  to  exist  amongst 
tlie  officers  lu  Polar  service,  than  the  men ;  no  doubt 
from  their  having  a  iarjjcr  and  more  varied  quantity 
of  food  funiishcd  from  their  private  mess  stock,  which 
better  enables  them  to  maintain  the  heat  of  body,  and 
thereby  resist  the  attacks  of  disease.  In  addition  to 
which,  the  greater  degree  of  couifort  ihcy  enjoy,  from 
better  accommodation  and  inlmlation  of  a  purer 
atmosphere  than  what  is  found  on  the  lower  deck, 
enables  them   to  enjoy  a  greater  immunity  from   di- 

isease.  I  always  observed  in  my  inspeetions,  that  the 
sneral  health  of  ofEceis  was  better  than  that  of  the 

'men,  and  they  were  the  hist  to  manifest  any  symptoms 
of  scun^.  Salt  meat  should  bo  proscribed  from  an 
Arctic  dietary,  as  it  is  cn]etilate<l  to  promote  what 
ahoidd  Ix- prevented — impairment  of  the  vital  energy — 
diminution  of  the  physical  powers  from  defective 
nutrition,  and  the  consequent  supervention  of  sciu^y 
and  debility.  Food  possessing  the  most  highly 
carbouized  qualities,  should  alone  be  supplied  to 
Polar  expedition 5— such  as  peranucan,  preserved  meats 
and  bacon — the  latter  can  be  preserved  in  a  nearly 
fresh  state,  or  at  least  with  such  a  small  proportion 
of  salt  as  not  to  be  detrimental.  It  forms  an 
agreeable  change  when  varic<l  with  the  articles  1  have 
mentioned,  and  in  sledge  travelling   it  waa  always 
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muc'b  relished,  and  sustained  men  well  under  ardnotis 
exertion.  Tea,  cocoa  and  coflcc  are  ever  gladly  songht 
after,  and  arc  in  my  opijiion  much  prcfcniblc  to 
spirituous  liquors,  in  Polur  service;  but  sound  malt 
liquor  (ale  nnd  porter)  are  universally  relished,  and 
form  a  beverage  no  lesH  agreeable  tlian  wholosoiue, 
from  Ihe  nutritious  and  anti-soorbutic  properties  which 
Ihey  possess.  With  a  libc^ral  daily  supply  of  tltese 
articles,  and  a  proportionate  quantity  of  asccscent 
fruits  and  vegetables,  vith  due  observance  of  otbor 
siuiitary  agencies  and  regulations — particularly  the 
promotion  of  hilarity,  cliOi-rfulncss  and  amuscuient, 
and  the  avoidance  of  all  dtpi-essing  causes — a  body  of 
men  may  be  maintained  in  such  a  stiitc  of  heiilth  and 
efficiency  ns  cannot  fail  to  prove  do  less  satisfactory 
than  compensating. 

The  first  few  days  of  October  presented  no  feature 
of  interest.  As  it  was  au  object  to  let  the  decks 
liave  the  fiill  benefit  of  light  and  air  as  long  as 
possible,  the  hatches  were  still  kept  open;  the 
temperature  between  decks  was,  therefore,  cold  and 
uucondbitabic,  no  Bros  being  allowed  until  a  more 
advanced  period  of  the  season.  We  consequently  sat 
in  a  icDi|>crature  from  eight  to  ten  degrees  l>eIow 
freezing  point,  which  at  night  was  lower ;  ice  colkcted 
in  large  quantities  in  our  cnbiuR,  imparting  to  theni 
an  attractive  glistening  aspect,  uot  quite  compatible 
with  comfort,  chilling  to  look  at,  resembling,  in  fact,  an 
icy  grotto ;  but  on  any  slight  elevation  of  teuqieralun: 
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from  ortificiat  warmtli,  sufTicicnt  to  cause  it  to  thaw,  it 
d*:scTUik-»l  ill  the  form  of  rain-^thua  estobiishiiig  a  et&te 
scarcely  allowing  even  a  small  degree  of  pereoiial 
comf(;rt.  Monr  frost  collected  on  the  beard  and 
blankets  nt  night,  which  not  unfrcqucntly  attached 
them  to  each  other.  During  the  day,  1  was  often 
unable  to  write  from  the  ink  freezing  in  uiy  pen,  and 
water  or  lime  jtiioe  kejit  stiuidlng  on  the  mess  table 
became  immediately  frozen.  The  cold  is  more 
ae%'crcly  felt  at  tins  season  between  decks,  than  at  a 
more  advanced  period  of  the  winter,  when  the  housing 
is  on,  the  hatches  closed,  and  fires  lighted ;  indeed, 
one  is  obliged  to  keep  the  body  almost  continually 
in  motion  to  R-sist  its  effects.  Exercise  is  then 
the  order  of  the  day,  as  antagonistic  to  it;  and 
tlic  charms  possessed  by  the  folds  of  the  blankets 
were  also  duly  appreciated,  llimgcr  then  becomes 
urgent,  and  the  wont  of  food  severely  felt. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  Mr.  Coort,  with 
a  sk-dgc  and  party  of  six  men,  provisioned  for 
six  days,  was  despatched  along  the  coast  to  the 
uorth'Cost,  with  a  view  of  connecting  our  posi- 
tion with  that  of  the  furthest  pomt  reached  by 
Lieutenant  Cresswcll — which  wo  then  knew  must  havo 
been  more  to  the  eastward  than  at  first  supposeil — ■ 
where  a  caini  had  becu  erected,  and  a  cylinder,  with  a 
record,  deposited.  The  ice  being  in  a  good  state  for 
travelling  in  the  Bay,  we  exixtcted  his  early  return. 

The  winds  continued  for  the  most  part  southerly, 


with  all  that  gloomy  aspect  of  weather  which  ever 
attends  the  close  of  the  scnsoTi;  a  coUl.rnw  atmosphere, 
dense  fogs,  with  snow.  The  7th  was  a  day  of  unusual 
excitement  amongitt  us,  and  afforded  several  occur- 
rcDces  of  much  interest  and  importance,  although 
widely  different  in  character. 

At  3.30  P.M.,  Mr.  Court  and  party  returned  on 
board,  after  their  short  e^tcursion  to  the  north-east ; 
but  waa  unfortunately  unable  to  discover  the  cairn  of 
which  he  went  in  searcli.  That  Ire  had  reached  the 
locality  there  could  exist  no  doubt,  as  he  was  accom- 
panicd  by  an  intelligent  and  trustworthy  petty  officer 
(John  Calder),  under  whose  superintendence  it  had 
boon  erected,  and  who  felt  quite  certain  as  to  the 
position.  It  waa  remarked,  however,  that  the  land 
had  since  slipped  in  several  situations,  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  ciura  might,  therefore,  be  satisfactorily 
accounted  for. 

JVom  this  point  of  coast,  about  eleven  miles  distant 
from  the  ship,  Mr.  Court  intended  to  have  gone 
further  to  the  eastward,  but  his  progress  was  entirely 
cut  off  by  an  erpame  of  open  wfiter,  extending  from 
the  shore  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  as  far  as  he 
Could  see.  The  distance  embraced  by  his  range  of 
vision  from  an  elevated  position  he  estimated  at  eleven 
fuiles,  with  a  mater  sky  beyond  it,  and  no  trace  of 
ice  to  be  seen  in  that  directicn.  The  water  was  with- 
in eight  miles  of  our  position,  extending  off  Point 
Back  to  (he  wcsturard  al«o  for  sonic  distance,  until 


finally  loet  in  the  pact.  This  was  indeed  tantnlizin^,  if 
not  vexatious  intelligence,  as  wc  were  frozen  in  within 
eight  miles  of  it.  The  most  sanguine  amongst  us 
were  astonished,  oa  ivc  could  not  possibly  havo  ex- 
pected  such  a  favorable  state  of  things.  It  more  thiin 
verified  the  opinion  I  luul  some  days  before  recorded 
in  my  journal,  and  have  already  made  knomi  in  thcsfi 
pages.  It  may,  therefore,  readily  be  supjxsed  how 
sad  were  our  reflections,  as  we  were  bittcriy  con- 
scious that  had  we  taken  advantage  of  the  easterly 
current,  and  entered  the  pack,  we  should  then  have 
iKcn  on  our  way  to  England — instead  of  wintering  in 
Mercy  Bay. 

The  outline  of  Melville  Island  was  also  faintly  dis- 
cerned by  this  officer,  firoin  the  highest  elevation  he 
attsiined,  (about  300  feet)  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  infer  that  the  wide  expanse  of  water  which  lay 
before  him,  would  have  led  uninterruptedly  to  its 
shores. 

We  had,  however,  some  gratiiying  iDteiligcnce,  to 
lessen,  in  some  dcgree.our  chagrin  and  disappointmenL 
A  party  of  our  men,  that  were  rambling  over  the 
neighbouring  hills,  (unfortunately  they  had  no  fire- 
arms,) came  on  board,  reporting  a  large  herd  of  Rein- 
deer— which  they  computed  at  fifty  or  sixty — this  in- 
formation was  indeed  welcome.  We  lost  not  a 
moment  in  equipping  ourselves  for  the  chase,  and  a 
party  of  seven,  of  which  I  formed  one,  started  in 
pursuit.     We  got  on  their  trucks  almut  two  mdes 
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from  the  ship,  and  steadily  kept  them  in  ricw  for  two 
hours,  having  gone  over  a  j^'at  extent  of  country ; 
until  darkness  set  in,  and  fm-tlier  pursuit  wo\ild  have 
1>cci)  useless.  \^c  accordingly  retraced  our  steps,  but 
the  increasing  darkness  not  enabling  us  to  follow  our 
outwnrd  foot-marks  on  the  snow,  and  being  as  yet 
unfaiiiiliar  mth  the  land,  we  lost  our  way.  Tlic  moon 
8oon  aftcnvurds  rising,  guided  us  to  the  sliip.  which 
wti  reached  towards  midnight,  after  a.  VQty  toilsome 

IDBFch. 

A  small  party,  which  had  gone  to  the  bottom  of 
the  bay  in  the  morning,  on  coming  uito  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  n  high  and  remarkable  table-hill,  forming 
a  prominent  feature  in  our  dreary  landscape,  from  its 
ap]»c»r»iice  called  "  the  Bhiff,"  saw  an  immense  num- 
ber of  liai-es,  three  of  which  they  shot;  they  were 
only  provided  with  one  gun,  ha\'iug  do  cxpectatiou  of 
meeting  any  game.  To  compensate  us  for  not  meet- 
ing with  the  Ileindccr,  wc  were  greeted  with  this 
pleasing  intelligence  on  our  arriviJ.  It  was,  therefore, 
evident  that  tliere  was  abundance  of  game  in  our 
vicinity.  We  tbeu  erroneously  beheved  that  these 
animals  migrated  to  the  southward  on  the  approach 
of  winter,  and  were  then  collecting  iu  herds  for  the 
journey.  We  still  hoped,  however,  to  diminish  their 
UHrabera  iHiforc  they  took  their  dtparture,  and  for  the 
remainder  of  the  uight  preparations  were  made 
renew  the  chute, 

At  5  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  a  kfgo 
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party  started  in  pursuit  of  the  Deor,  following  up 
our  course  of  the  previous  evening,  and  another 
smaller  one  proceeded  in  quest  of  the  Hares.  The 
former  had  not  procc(;<lccl  far  beyond  our  turning 
point,  when  they  saw  a  largo  herd,  and  subsequently 
several  snialler  ones ;  they  were  very  shy  and  difficult 
to  approach,  and  to  men,  whose  eagerness  in  the 
chase  much  exceeded  their  skill,  the  success  attending 
their  efforts  was  not  f?reut — one  fine  buck  alone  con- 
stituted the  trophy  of  the  day.  The  ice  mate, 
(Mr.  Newton)  to  his  credit  I  record  it,  was  the  for- 
tunate  sportsman  wtio  killed  this,  the  first  Rcinth-er. 
From  the  number  on  tjie  ground  we  might  naturally 
have  expected  greater  results,  but  time,  cxiwrience, 
and  necessity  made  us  nil  better  sportsmen.  A  sledge 
was  dispatched,  and  our  prize  received  on  hoanl  with 
all  honour.  He  was  loiter  than  any  subsequently 
shot,  weighing  240  pounds,  which  aflbrdcd  us  IGO 
pounds  of  venison  in  splendid  condition,  everywhere 
covered  with  a  fine  coating  of  fat.  Ticst  we  should 
not  be  so  fortunate  as  to  kill  another,  he  was 
reserved  to  cheer  our  i>oard  on  Christmas  Day,  As 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  frequently  of  these 
animals  in  connection  with  tlic  narrative,  I  wilt  here 
give  a  brief  discription  of  them. 

The  Reindeer  {Cervua  Tarandus)  is  an  inhabitant 
of  the  northern  regions  of  Europe,  Asia,  Anieriea, 
and  the  iiihuids  of  the  Polar  Sea.  lu  Asia  it  extendi 
further  to  the  tioulb,  tliau  in  Europe,  ranging  along 
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tlic  Ural  chain  to  ihe  foot  of  the  Cancnsinn  Tnonntiiins. 
In  America  they  are  moat  abundaut  between  the 
65*  and  69°  north  lat. — their  southern  limit  is 
not  accurately  defined,  they  having  been  seen  as 
lar  south  as  50°,  while  to  the  uorthward  as  high 
as  the  78th  parallel,  and  in  Spitabci^u  »s  high 
as  SO*. 

It  has  hitherto  been  the  generally  received  opinion, 
tliat  these  animals  migrate  to  the  southward  on  the 
approach  of  winter,  to  lands  where  the  cold  is  less 
intense,  and  tlic  pasturage  more  abmidant — an 
opinion  formed  from  the  writings  of  the  distinguished 
Polar  voyagers,  who  formerly  wintered  nniid  the  icy 
solitudes  of  the  north ;  but  the  experience  of  four 
winters  enahles  me  to  speak  from  the  result  of  ob- 
servation, in  contradiction  to  this.  In  the  Prinre  of 
Wales  Strait,  Reindeer  were  seen  in  January — our  dis- 
tant position  from  the  shore  not  enabling  us  to  hunt 
during  the  winter,  and  in  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  for  two 
successive  winters— they  were  constant  inhabitants  of 
the  land,  and  were  killed  throughout  the  winter 
months  of  the  coldest  season  in  the  records  of  Arctic 
voyaging.  How  far  the  migratory  habits  of  the 
animal  may  be  established  in  a  more  southern 
latitnde,  on  the  const  of  America,  in  their  instinclivo 
resort  to  locolitica  where  pasturage  may  be  more 
abundant,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  decide ;  but  this 
{  will  sav,  that  from  the  more  distant  lands  of  the 
Polar  Scu,  they  do  not  migrate  on  the  approach  of 
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^^•inter,  but  remain  Iheir  constant  inliabitanls.  [ 
liave  reniark(!j,  liowuver,  that  as  t!ie  season  of  thaw 
sets  in  (Mav  ftiid  June,)  coeval  with  (he  calving 
of  the  Docs,  tbc&e,  generally  resort  to  tbc  mvuics 
and  valleys  bordering  the  const,  where  the  pustumgc 
ia  so  much  more  abundant.  The  requirements  of  tlio 
animal  for  the  support  of  its  young  become  lU^ent, 
obliging  it  to  desert  the  higher,  but  more  barren  and 
stony  lands  for  a  locality  where  ^'attire's  wants  are 
more  plcnttfully  supplied. 

From  the  period  of  entering  tliis  bay.  until  tho 
abandonment  of  the  ship  in  the  summer  of  1853,  wc 
killed  one  hundred  and  buelve.  A  few  skuis  ncrc 
preserved,  and  several  of  the  viscera,  together  with 
various  sectional  preparations  of  the  antlers  in  difler- 
fiat  stages  of  growth,  as  illustrative  of  Us  rapidity  ;  in 
the  hope  of  elucidating  one  of  the  most  surimsing 
ptDcesses  of  animal  growth,  which  bounteous  .Nature 
enables  us  to  contemplate,  as  evidencing  her  wonder- 
ful reproductive  powers. 

These  animals  vary  iu  sisc  according  to  age  and 
other  circumstances.  The  largest  wc  got  gave  a  nctt 
weight  of  240  lbs.,  which  yielded  164  lbs.  meat,  and 
Uie  smallest  shot,  only  3:2  lbs.,  the  average  weight, 
however,  of  the  entire  number  was  70|lbs.  Tlie  0esh, 
when  procured  in  the  autumn,  is  of  the  most  delicious 
flavour  and  quality,  tender,  juicy,  light,  and  easy  of 
digestion — far  suqinsaing  the  venison  of  this  country — 
and  covenxl  with  a  good  coating  of  fat     It  under- 
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goes  fl  marketl  charge,  however,  aa  the  wini 
advances,  and  in  the  following  spring  and  summer,  ^ 
the  animal  !)ecn!nes  lean  juid  jioor,  and  the  ilesh  dry 
and  insipid,  until  the  uiore  nhimdant  pastumgc  of  the 
summer  agnin  brinj^  it  into  improved  condition,  which 
is  always  htst  in  October.  They  aro  generally  shy 
and  timid,  and  very  ditUcnlt  of  approach,  and  it  is 
only  when  all  means  of  escajic  are  cut  off,  and  the 
animal  wounded,  that  the  bucks  will  cA'incc  signs  of 
hostility  to  the  hunter,  or  their  great  enemy  the  Wolf, 
by  attempting  to  use  their  antlers  in  their  defence. 
The  calving  season,  as  far  as  my  observation  enables 
me  to  judge,  is  in  June;  prior  to,  and  coeval  with 
which  the  bucks  shed  their  antlere,  which  appear  to 
be  again  entirely  roprodiiccd  in  the  latter  end  of 
August,  and  early  in  September.  The  colour  of  the 
animal  is  in  winter  pure  white,  nith  a  patch  of  light 
brown  on  the  back ;  but  in  the  summer  it  become 
extended,  covering  both  back  and  sides  partially—the 
remainder  maintaining  the  pure  white  of  the  winter. 
When  much  hunted,  they  become  exceedingly  sliy, 
and  it  is  only  by  the  exercise  of  the  utmost  strategic 
skill,  that  the  hmitcr  can  theu  hope  to  get  within 
range.  In  first  meeting,  an  instinctive  curiosity 
le^ids  them,  unwarily  to  approach  tho  wily  hunt«r, 
and  thus  become  his  prey.  They  are,  as  it  were, 
fascinated  hy  the  novel  appearance  j)f  man,  in  tlie 
dreary  wilds,  where  his  fonu  has  never  before  been 
seen.      From    this    circumstiinc&    1    infer  that  t)ie 
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success  of  8  pnrty  is  likely  to  be  greater,  by  changing 
their  huntinj?  ground  fi*om  time  to  time,  rather  than  by 
rctiiuiiiiug  Klulionary  among  aiiimnls,  rendered  wild 
by  his  presence ;  as  they  do  not  appear  to  make 
extensive  wanderings  from  certain  eircumscribcd 
localities. 

They  generally  graze  with  their  heads  to  the  wind, 
and  So  liabitnal  is  their  iiistiucl,  that  alter  the  preva- 
lence of  atrong  winds,  we  geuei-ally  hunted  in  the 
direction  whence  they  had  blown,  with  the  greater 
certainty  of  meeting  them.  On  the  approach  of 
winter,  the  fur  of  the  Kcindccr  becomes  very  dense. 
Sir  John  Jlichardson  informs  us,  "  that  the  skin, 
when  dressed  M-ith  the  liair  on  it,  is  so  Jmpcnious 
to  the  cold,  that  if  clothed  in  a  suit  of  this  material, 
and  wmppc<l  in  a  mantle  of  the  same,  a  person  inny 
bivouac  all  night  in  the  snow  with  safety  during  the 
intensity  of  an  Arctic  winter."  Snch  ndmimble 
covering  for  the  iuhubitimts  of  the  Arctic  regions  is, 
therefore,  inestimable;  and  these  skins  arc  univer- 
sally used  for  this  ptu']>ose.  In  hnnting,  wckmct  with 
the  greatest  ilegree  of  succcas  in  the  four  first  utooths 
of  the  year,  when  tlie  aaimal,  tanieil  by  cold  and 
inuigcr,  could  be  more  cosily  approached. 

A  party,  consisting  of  an  officer  and  six  men, 
accompanied  by  myself,  were  despatched  to  the  top  of 
the  Bay,  whcra  the  Ilrni-s  hfid  been  seen,  and  distant 
from  the  ship  about  live  miles.  Allhoiigh  many  more 
were  seen,  and  a  few  shot,  we  found  great  difficulty 
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in  getting  within  range — so  wild  hnd  they  become 
since  tliu  prcviou!)  di^.  On  llic  9(li,  there  were  do 
less  thun  twcnt^-fivc  guns  abroail,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
Goune.  great  destruction  to  the  Deer  was  aiiticipmed; 
but  towards  the  close  of  day.  as  we  socccenvclf 
returned  on  board,  our  expectations  were  not  ivalizrd 
— one  small  Deer  being  the  only  prodnct  of  tht:cli««. 
A  Wolf  was  seen  by  one  of  the  party  in  chase  of  a 
Doer,  but  deBcd  hia  beat  efforts  to  get  a  shot.  From 
the  accounts  of  the  Be^'e^d  groups  of  sportsmen,  scat- 
tered over  a  wide  extent  of  land,  the  Deer  were 
reported  as  abundant,  and  still  keeping  in  oar 
ricinity.  We,  therefore,  indulged  in  the  ptea&ing 
liopc  of  procuring  more  abundant  supplies — a  duty 
ou  which  we  were  all  then  eagerly  bent,  and  were 
much  favoured  by  the  weather,  being  cold  and  dear 
— the  temperature  ranging  firom  zero  to  20*°  above 
it. 

On  the  10th,  shooting  parties,  consisting  of  six  men, 
were  organized  and  dispntched  inland  on  either  side 
of  the  bayi  with  a  wink's  provisions,  to  encamp  where 
the  game  might  appear  most  abundant — considering 
that  our  chances  of  success  would  be  much  greater 
by  being  always  on  the  spot.  A  party  was  abo 
sent  in  charge  of  Mr.  Sainsburj'  (Mate)  to  examine 
an  inlet  at  the  south  end  of  the  bay,  which  ap- 
peared to  extend  inland  for  some  distance;  bat  he 
rctiu-ned  the  following  day  after  having  explored  it 
for  twelve  miles,  when  it  ended  in  a  marafa.     Tiiitfwl 
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of  its  proving  an  inlet,  as  wjis  supposwd,  it  was  merely 
u  river  bed,  into  which  the  sea-water  extended  for  a 
short  distanoc  It  appeared  to  be  a  favourite  resort 
for  BnimiiU  find  water  fowl  in  the  sumraer  season, 
(rom  the  numerous  trncks  thut  were  seen.  About 
9  r.M.,  we  were  greeted  for  the  first  time  with  the 
dismal  and  piteous  howling  of  Wolves ;  three  or  four 
had  approached  close  to  tho  ship,  and.  were  seen  by 
one  of  tlie  men  wlio  ha]>peiie<l  to  bo  on  the  ice  at  the 
time.  They  were  evidently  on  the  track  of  Deer,  as 
their  visit  was  a  hnsty  one,  and  did  not  afford  us  the 
chance  of  a  shot.  On  the  following  day,  I  cncoimtered 
this  paclc,  and  with  my  companion  hunted  them  for  a 
hag  distance,  but  could  not  get  nearer  than  500  or  300 
yards ;  they  were  still  following  on  the  track  of  Deer. 
It  is  a  very  beautiful  sight  to  view  u  herd  of  Reindeer 
bounding  over  these  wild  and  drear)-  suuw-covcrcd 
regions,  and  equally  so  to  observe  the  watchftd  care 
ever  manifested  by  the  oKler  bucks  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  herd.  These  animaU,  on  seeing 
something  suspicious  in  appearance,  separate  from  the 
re&t,  tljat  are  left  in  charge  of  another  buck,  who 
ktcps  them  together  while  they  advance  towards  the 
object;  this  they  endeavour  to  keep  between  them 
and  the  wind,  so  as  to  make  their  keen  sense  of  smell 
available  in  the  reconiioissance.  If  they  have  not  becu 
previously  much  huiitcd,  they  will  sometimes  approach 
within  good  range  for  a  shot;  otherwise  they  will 
observe  a  greater  distance,  where  ihcy   will  siniid 
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gaaing  at  the  hunter,  who  generally  prostrates  himself 
on  the  snow  as  they  advance  ;  when  satisfied  by  tbeii 
strong  instinctive  feeUng  of  the  threatened  danger,  they 
instantly  take  to  flight,  rejoin  the  herd,  who  are  all 
this  time  interesting  spectators  of  the  scene,  and  the 
next  moment  are  bounding  over  the  hills — the  old 
backs  leading  and  flanking  the  herd;  thereby  pre- 
serving a  close  and  well-ordered  flight. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


The  fliuiting — W^'tther — Incidents  of  Sport — Wolvca — A  Niglit 
Adretitore — RHnra  of  Shooting  Parties  —  I'roducv  of  the 
OhiMe — Its  Ssltitary  Ktfecta  —  Iiwpiwtion  of  tlin  ('rcw — 
VeathiT  —  Liglitiiing  —  liu-iilents — Change  of  Tempemturo 
—  Departure  of  tlw  Sun— Winter  rrfpamliuiu — Occiipa- 
tioDl  —  Arctic  Currencjr — BoTometrio  Change* — Weather  a 
December  Gale — Chriatmaei  I>&f. 

We  continued  daily  in  zealous  prosecution  of  the 
hunting,  with  various  degrees  of  success.  In  nil 
directions  wo  were  nffordod  pleasing  evidence  of  the 
[iresontje  of  Reindeer,  nnd  felt  quite  aatisGed  they 
would  renmiii  ncHr  us  for  the  winter.  Hares,  Foxes, 
and  Ptarmigan  were  also  seen,  and  frequently  shot ; 
so  that,  although  we  were  on  a  reducx'd  alloM'ance  of 
provisions,  we  hope!  that  our  efforts  in  the  chose 
won]<l  enaWe  us  to  supply  the  deficiency, 

Towanis  the  middle  of  October,  the  weather  l>ecnme 
altepod  iu  character.  The  first  half  of  this  month,  as 
in  the  previous  year,  was  fine,  and  ftdly  justified  the 
fippellation  it  has  received,  of  the  sec«ud  summer— 
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known  m  North  AnKncm  as  tfe  'ladin 

It  wu.  flt  this  tiKK^  loeeeeded  bgr  aaov  JDd  fc&  »d  the 

stBo^neie  ■ORSKged  into  mcMtiire,  locucsted  open 
water  to  the  noftfawd  Biid  eotTtrd.  Denae.  dari 
doadi  iTfTC  abo  obaored  in  those  qoutos,  and  as  Uw 
twiyfratnie  had  kept  hig^  wa  cnokl  Dot  ont  bcnun 
that  it  had  been  a  moat  famoraUe  aeaaoo  fiar  um- 
gating  the  tea  to  the  eastward,  in  the  dinctioD  of 
BflROW  Strait- 

A  Reiiidser  was  sbot  on  the  16th,  and  left  on  the 
land  for  the  night.  On  sending  a  sledge  pactr  ibr  it 
OQ  the  kikmiog  morning,  they  found  five  Wolres 
tegaling  themselTes  on  the  body.  Tber  took  to 
flight  00  their  approach,  and  a  market  which  had 
been  placed  over  the  animal  bj  the  hunter,  as  if  to 
infono  them  of  its  being  private  property,  had  been 
carried  by  them  a  short  distaocc,  that  they  might 
sufTtT  no  interruptiou  to  their  feast.  We  were  at  this 
time,  and,  indet^],  through  the  winter,  much  annoyed 
by  these  animals.  They  excited  our  ire  esin-mt-ly, 
and  any  sacriRce  would  nillinsly  hare  been  made  Ua 
the  pleasure  of  shooting  one  of  them  ;  but  wc  hunted 
than  in  vain — their  cowardice  being  only  equalled 
by  their  Toracity.  They  had  rcuden;vl  the  Deer  wild 
and  shy  to  a  degree,  thus  interfering  largely  with  our 
•|]ort — if  one  was  killed,  and  could  not  )>c  bmught  on 
board,  the  chances  were  against  its  not  being  devoured 
in  the  inoniing ;  and  they  serenadetl  the  ship  at  night, 
with  the  moHt  dismal  bowling   I    have  ever  beard. 
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This  disturbed  ns  very  mudi,  ftiu!  many  an  lour  did 
we  Iny  in  ariibiwli  on  the  snow,  lu  hopes  of  shooting 
those  wily  aiid  treacherous  bnites. 

The  incidents  of  sport  that  daily  occurrcil  to  us 
were  very  numerous,  and  the  interest  aotl  pleasure 
derived  from  their  narration,  always  produced  agree- 
able excitcnieut,  and  tended  much  to  cheer  our  long, 
and  solitary  nights.  On  the  IGtb,  a  fienman,  attached 
to  one  of  the  shooting  parties  on  slioro,  when  in  eager 
pureuit  of  two  Musk  Oxen,  separated  from  his  com- 
pauiona ;  as  night  and  darkness  soon  afterwards  set 
in,  he  lost  his  way,  and  was  unable  to  regain  the  tent. 
He  was  eonsc(jucntly  obliged  to  keep  moving  about 
(luring  the  night,  to  mointuiu  \varmth ;  and  he  sub- 
se(]Ueiitly  described  his  !>ituation  in  quaint  and 
amusing  terms,  as  being  far  from  pleasant,  lie  was 
at  one  time  surrounded  by  several  Wolves,  at  which 
he  had  fired  all  his  animuuition,  consisting  of  three 
carttidgcs,  but  without  effect.  Nor  did  they  fee!  dis- 
posed to  leave  him  for  some  time.  In  this  state  he 
was  obliged  to  move  about,  ready  to  act  on  the 
defensive  n*ith  liis  knife  and  musket,  as  long  as  he 
could  use  either.  He  had  not  been  long  free  from 
their  company,  wheu  a  Bear  made  its  appenrimce, 
which  he  thought  did  uot  see  him.  He  expressed,  in 
rapturous  terms,  the  relief  he  e^pe^enced  when  day- 
light came,  and  enabled  him  to  reach  the  lent  fagged 
and  exhausted,  with  far  from  pleasing  reminisocncos 
of  the  night's  adventure.     It  was  fortunate  that  lliu 
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tempcratnre  rose  that,  oiglit  liigher  than  it  liarl  been  for 
some  time  hefoie  or  subsequently  ;  otUerwise  the  poor 
fellow  iiiuRt  have  ptiiJ  *Iyiirly  for  tiis  zeal  in  the  chase. 
Every  effort  waa  made  to  find  him,  by  the  tent  party 
during  the  night,  in  vain. 

On  the  23rd,  the  last  of  tlie  shooting  parties  arrived 
on  board,  and  wc  were  gratified  to  find  that  by  cm- 
united  exertions,  we  had  procured  nine  Keiudecr, 
thirty-six  Hares,  and  about  forty  Ptarmigan ;  a  very 
nice  slock  of  fresli  meat,  with  whioh  to  commence  the 
winter,  and  rendered  even  more  ftcoeptnble,  from  its 
being  unexpected  In  addition  to  its  intrinsic  value 
to  ns  as  fresh  provisions,  the  exertions  required  to 
procure  it  afforded  agreeable  and  hcidthful  oxeitcmciit, 
interrupted  the  monotony  of  our  daily  lives,  tended  to 
prolong  the  autumnal  season,  and  to  dispel  much  of 
the  winter's  gloom.  One  might  somctinica  wander 
nlwut  for  days  in  succession,  without  seeing  a  trace 
of  animal  life ;  yet  the  pursuit  kept  the  mind  in  a  stale 
of  buoyancy,  which,  sostaincci  by  hope,  and  occa- 
sional success,  assisted  in  iuitagouiziiig  the  depressing 
effects  arising  from  the  darkness  of  an  Arctic  winter. 
The  fresh  meat  was  issued  once  a  week  in  lieu  of 
ship's  provisions,  and  1  have  no  doubt  contributed  to 
the  maintenance  of  health — it  was  anxiously  looked 
for,  from  the  pleasant  change  it  afforclwl  to  the 
ordumry  faa'.  To  the  sick  it  waa  very  acceptable,  and 
of  gival  benefit. 

On  tlic  26th,  the  anniversary  of  our  discovery  of  the 
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was  celebrated  in  a  very  simpb  add  humble 
mmner,  by  oii  extm  allowance  of  spirits  to  the  men, 
on  whom  it  exercised  its  usual  hilarious  und  clic-crful 
influence,  and  made  the  conversation  of  the  evening 
flow  very  freely  on  the  lower  deck. 

On  the  27th  I  took  atlvantnge  of  the  last  daylight 
I  should  have,  for  my  inspection  of  the  ship's  com- 
piiny,  and  was  gratified  by  the  result;  as  1  found  them 
in  fl  state  of  health  and  efficiency — a  few  appeared  to 
have  lost  flesh  a  little,  but  there  was  an  entire  absence 
oi  anything  of  a  scorbutic  character.  I  felt  it  my 
duty,  at  the  same  time,  to  represent  that  such  a 
fuvounible  statt;  could  not  possibly  L-xist  long,  on  tlie 
reduced  allowance  of  provisions  on  which  they  had 
been  placed. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  for  the  i-emaindcr  of 
the  month.  The  mean  temperature  having  been 
three  degrees  higher  than  the  previous  October, 
although  wo  were  two  degrees  fuitlier  to  tlie  north- 
word,  for  which  the  assumed  existence  of  open  water 
to  the  north-aist  would  ruadily  account.  The  Aurora 
Borcalis  wits  frequently  visible,  but  always  leas 
brilliant  than  we  had  obsen-ed  further  south. 

Strong  north-westerly  winds  ushered  in  the  lat  of 
November,  "•itli  frequent  squaUs,  and  snow-drift,  and 
the  ternperatim;  ranging  from  9^  to  4"  (below  zero). 
The  sun  had  not  slie^vn  liimself  for  some  days,  and  as 
the  period  of  his  departure  drew  nigh,  we  began  to 
doubt  whetiior  wo  should  again  be  favoun-d  with  Ids 
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presence — so  generally  tlark  and  cloudy  lind  the 
weather  become.  Towards  midnight  on  the  3rd,  the 
officer  on  wiitch  (Mr.  Wyiiniatt),  reported  that  he 
saw  a  Bash  of  sheet-Ughtning  in  the  north-west,  and 
two  men  who  where  on  deck  at  tlie  time,  fully  corro- 
bomted  the  statement  I  am  not  aware  that  lightning 
has  before  been  seen  in  such  a  high  latitude  at  this 
season,  with  the  temperature  at  • —  1 0";  and  consider  the 
phenomenon  worthy  of  being  recorded.  The  sky  was 
quite  dark,  both  before  and  after  its  appearance,  nor 
was  there  the  slightest  gleam  of  Aurora  visible. 

Our  guns  were  still  daily  in  requisition,  and  a  few 
Ptarmigan  were  occasionally  added  to  the  stock,  llie 
smiiller  game  bcciune  the  perquisite  of  the  hunter, 
and  always  proved  an  acceptable  addition  to  hia 
mess  ;  when  a  Deer  was  killed,  lie  became  entitled  to 
the  head  and  heart — a  much  coveted  priite,  and  a 
powerful  incentive  to  exertion  in  the  chase.  Dccrwcre 
frequently  seen  crossing  on  the  ice  from  land  to  hind, 
generally  pursued  by  Wolves,  wliich  had  become  at 
this  time  verj-  audacious,  and  were  our  constant  nightly 
Tisitors.  They  came  quite  close  to  the  ship,  but 
baffled  our  best  efforts,  although  frequently  fired  at. 

On  the  4th,  two  of  the  men,  who  had  gone  on  a 
shooting  excursion,  not  having  returned  at  6  r.M.,  we 
became  uneasy  at  their  absence,  as  the  Wolves  were 
heard  mournfully  howling  fur  and  near.  Rockets 
were  fired  as  signals,  and  were  answered  by  the 
discharge  of  »  muskt^t.     One  of  the  men  soon  aHer- 
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wnrds  made  hU  appearance,  infomiing  U8  tLat  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  his  conipanion  on  the  ice,  in  a  state 
of  exiiaustiou  from  fatigue,  and  want  of  food,  and 
had  hastened  onward  for  ossiatance.  A  party  were 
immediately  dispatched,  and  in  the  course  of  an  liour 
he  was  hrouglit  on  board  ;  he  recovered  on  receiving 
aomc  warm  food.  Had  the  Wolves  come  across  hia 
patli,  his  doom  would  have  been  sealed,  as  he  was 
quite  incapable  of  offering  the  slightest  resiataacc. 

The  morning  of  the  7th  was  clear  and  calm,  but  a 
south-westerly  gale  set  in  in  the  course  of  the  day,  the 
barometer  having  previously  foretold  the  change,  and 
in  the  short  space  of  two  houre  (from  2  to  4  p.m.),  the 
tem|>eraturu  rose  fix>m  — 19*  to  —1°,  and  in  the  four 
subsequent  hours  to  -f  8°,  the  sky  at  thesiime  time 
cloudy  and  overcast;  but  from  10  p.m.  to  midnight 
it  again  fell  to  — H".  These  changes  succeeding 
each  other  ui  such  a  short  space  of  time,  were  rather 
remarkable,  which  wc  attributed  to  the  influence  of  the 
worm  air  brought  up  by  the  wind  from  the  southward. 
The  depression  of  temperature  at  midniglit  was  nothing 
more  than  what  usually  occurs  at  this  period  of  the 
day ;  for  on  the  following  day  with  the  continuance  of 
the  wind,  it  rose  to  its  previous  maximum  +8°,  and 
fell  next  day,  as  a  northerly  ^ind  set  in.  A  richly  tinted 
sky  to  the  westwani  foretold  the  sun's  appearnnee. 
His  upper  limb  became  visible  in  gorgeous  splendour 
towards  noon,  but  soon  afterwards  siudc  to  rise  no 
more  that  yenr  on  the  dreary  region  of  our  abode ; 
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disappearing  from  our  view  amid  the  richest  tints  of 
crimson  and  gold,  such  as  can  ouly  be  seen  in  a  Polar 
sky,  through  its  atmosphere  of  extreme  purity.  Dark- 
uess  liad  thus  again  enshrouded  us,  and  until  the  re* 
appcjmuicoof  this  great  luminary,  monotony  and  dull 
routine  were  to  become  once  more  our  lot  in  these 
ubt'crlcsB  sohtndes.  We  Avere  thankfid,  howCTcr,  for 
the  resources  our  position  afforded  us,  when  wo 
reflected  how  truly  miserablo  it  woidd  have  been 
without  tbcra. 

On  the  10th,  the  ship  was  housed  in;  the  snow 
embankment  was  commenced,  and  otiier  prepara- 
tions completed,  such  na  I  have  previously  detailed. 
As  we  had  been  then  nearly  two  years  depcniling  on 
our  own  resources,  the  want  of  tailors,  liootmakers, 
and  such  other  essential  agents  to  the  comfort  of  mcD, 
became  apparent ;  they,  however,  were  wonderfully 
well  suppbcd — necessity  developing  new  talents  in 
onr  crew.  Duruig  the  previous  winter  they  had 
attained  such  a  degree  of  excellence  in  these  and  other 
trades,  that  it  was  quito  suriirising  to  sec  the  ad- 
mirable work  they  could  turn  out  of  hand,  without 
having  had  any  previous  knowledge  of  the  handicraft. 
Tradesmen  thus  became  established  in  the  ship; 
as  elsewhere,  their  custom  was  proportionate  to 
tin:  rcpututiou  thiry  enjoyed  for  the  cxcclhmce  of  their 
workmanship;  and  both  officers  and  men  tuul  tlieir 
favo(u-itcs  whom  they  employed.  To  remunerate  tlicm 
became  the  uext  ubjecl  for  our  cousideralioui  but  wc 
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hud  no  money,  and  Jack  could  keep  neither  book  nor 
accoimts.  We,  tliereforc,  determined  to  establish  a 
coinage  suitable  to  the  umergency.  Gun  wads  were 
adopted  aa  the  circulating  medium — the  sum  due  was 
marked  on  one  of  them,  witli  the  initials  of  the  officer 
■who  contracted  the  debt,  which  ensured  ita  being 
negotiable  throughout  the  ship.  Numlwi's  of  thctu 
got  into  circulation,  were  passed  from  hand  to  hand 
like  linnk  of  England  notes;  iu  short,  become  the 
currency  in  idl  nioiKtarj  transactions,  and  were  duly 
honoured  when  presented  for  iwymcnt  on  our  return 
to  England.  The  industrious  artificer  was  well  re- 
munerated for  his  work,  by  the  htindsome  sum  he  hud 
accumulated  during  this  and  subsequent  years. 

A  bkck  I'ox  (Canis Armenia tus)  was  observed  by  one 
of  our  men  on  the  1 1th,  about  a  mile  from  the  ship, 
the  first  we  hud  yet  seen ;  nor  is  there  a  recorded 
account  of  this  animal  having  been  met  with  so  iar 
north  in  any  former  voyjiges ;  but  tlic  probability  of 
tlvcir  existing  here  has  not  been  questioned. 

Reading  constituted  our  principal  amusement,  and 
wTj  bcgau  to  fear  that  our  assiduity  would  deprive  us 
even  of  this  enjoyment,  if  destined  to  spend  another 
vrmter  in  the  ioo.  Indeed,  ctcu  theu,  books  were  re- 
pcniecd,  oft-told  Ktoritts  retold  again  and  iigain,  with 
II  semblance  of  novi^lty  which  they  ronld  only  possess 
fmm  the  utter  detirth  of  anything  iiew  or  strange. 
These  were  pleasantly  enlarged,  embellished,  and 
varied  b\  the  tact  and  iiigciuiity  of  the  narrator,  and 
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alwnya  proved  acceptable  to  the  attentive  listcnors. 
Some  indvilgcd  in  what  would  be  consWeretl  draw- 
ing-room oceupatious,  such  as  fine  needlework,  knit- 
ting, crochet,  raaltiiig  little  rcpftirs  to  mils  nnd  caps, 
cutting  out  patlenis  tu  impart  soom  new  idea  to  the 
tailor,  aud  ninny  other  little  oecnpations  suggested  by 
circumstunees  and  our  own  ingenuity.  The  slightest 
incident  or  occurrence  in  or  out  of  the  ship  was  gladly 
seized  on  merely  to  excite  a  subject  of  comment  or 
eonversatioD,  to  promote  the  great  object  in  view  of 
"  killing  time ;"  and  rejoiced  did  wc  feel  when  came 
the  hour  of  retiring  to  rest,  to  think  that  another 
long  and  gloomy  Arctic  day  had  passed. 

Few  incidents  of  consequence  occurred  for  some 
days — from  the  lilh  to  the  loth,  numerous  meteors 
were  observed  to  the  southward,  shooting  for  the 
most  part  in  a  south-cast  direction  ;  the  eftecl  of  which 
was  veiy  Ireautiful  in  a  clear,  cloudless  sky.  On  the 
22nd,  a  Bcai-  was  seen  approaching  tlie  ship  from  tlie 
north-east.  This  immediately  set  us  all  in  motion, 
eager  to  share  in  the  agreeable  excitement  it  promised, 
and  our  guns  were  in  instant  requisition.  A  few  of  us 
took  up  a  [JositioQ  under  cover  of  a  snow  wall  close  to 
the  ship  nwiiittng  his  approach ;  but  when  Itnun  was 
about  200  yards  distant,  some  of  the  men  incautiously 
exposed  themselves  (o  view,  when  he  tunicd  and  at 
once  started  off  in  the  direction  whence  he  came.  It 
vaa  a  young  Bear,  and  although  we  did  not  succeed 
in  making  him  our  prize,  bis  visit  aflbrded  us  a  topic 
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of  conversation  and  debate  for  the  day — so  gladly  did 
wc  welcome  new  events.  Noveiidter  came  to  n  close 
unmarked  by  any  other  features  of  interest.  The 
weather  had  been  eoldcr  but  less  boisterous  than  this 
uioulk  iD  tlie  previous  year,  showing  a  mean  temperature 
of — 1  bl^  2'.  The  usual  winter  atmospherie  phenomena 
were  present — the  barometers  rose  to  a  great  height  on 
several  occasions,  and  showed  mdications  contrary  to 
those  generally  obscn'cd  under  the  same  influence  in 
temperate  climates.  On  the  14th,  during  a  calm  with 
occasional  light  northerly  winds,  and  a  temperature 
of — 20^,  the  umrinc  bttroiiietcr  rose  to  30.74  inches, 
the  aneroid  to  31.50,  the  extreme  of  its  graduation, 
and  syinpiesorneter  correspondingly  high — a,  natural 
consequence  from  the  character  of  the  wind  and 
weather.  VVliereas  from  the  27th  to  the  30th,  during 
the  prevalence  of  southerly  winds,  with  a  cloudy 
overcast  sky  and  snow,  and  with  a  temperature  varying 
from  — 1 8^  to  — 40",  they  rose  etjiiaily  as  high  as  on  the 
14th;  aiid,  contrary  to  usual  observation,  the  tcmpcni- 
turu  fell  instead  of  rising  with  tlic  southerly  winds ; 
which  may  be  attributed  to  these  winds  having  lost  oil 
their  warmth  in  blowing  over  such  a  vast  extent  of 
snow-covered  land  to  the  southward. 

The  List  and  darkest  month  of  the  twelve  (De- 
cember) again  presented  itself,  ushered  in  with  a 
southerly  gale  of  five  days'  duration,  which  in  length 
and  violence  exceeded  any  former  one  wc  had 
experienced  ui  tliese  regions.  During  the  first  two  days 
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the  tcinpcrntnrc  and  biiromctcrs  remained  as  I  have 
mentioned  at  the  close  of  the  month,  but  on  the  third 
the  former  rose  to  zero,  iiad  the  luttcr  begun  steadily 
to  fall,  although  the  wind  continued  from  the  same 
quarter.  On  the  4tli,  it  blew  with  hurricnuic  force  ; 
ire  dared  not  show  ourselves  from  beneath  the  housing, 
as  the  howling  tempest  swept  over  us  with  pitiless 
fdry — we  expected  every  moment  to  see  it  carry  away 
onr  well-seciircd  covering — and  the  atmoRphere  wne 
one  dense  mass  of  snow-<Inft.  Melanclmly  would 
then  have  been  the  fate  of  those  exposed  to  its  fniy 
in  these  regions,  without  the  shelter  of  a  ship — a 
thought  ever  present  to  our  minds  on  such  occasions, 
in  connection  with  the  missing  Expedition.  On  the 
5th,  it  moderated,  when  we  were  enabled  to  view  the 
Btate  of  matters  outside ;  we  fotiud  that  a  snow* 
wreath,  thirteen  feet  high,  had  accumulated  about  the 
ship  ;  the  weight  of  which  caused  the  ice  to  sink,  as 
onr  embankment  had  given  way  from  her  side.  No 
diitnage  was  sustained,  but  the  appearance  of  the 
•Investigator'  was  tndy  Arctic  in  character,  she 
being  almost  buried  in  snow.  The  drift  bad  collected 
on  every  part  of  her — from  tlie  truck  to  the  ice 
beneath,  there  was  not  a  speck  of  black  anprliere  to 
be  seen.  During  the  height  of  the  gale,  n  Wolf  whs 
seen  a  few  yards  from  the  gangway,  stathling  on  the 
anow — doubtless  ecvcrcly  pressed  by  hmiger,  otherwise 
he  would  not  have  manifested  such  tameness.  He 
went  off  on  seeing  the  door  opened,  before  we  coidd 
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get  a  shot  The  littJe  Foxes  lia*I  likewise  become  so 
subdued  by  hunger,  Ihat  tlu-}-  often  came  on  boiird 
over  the  cmbunkment,  or  hy  the  gniigway,  with  great 
freedom  in  quest  of  food,  and  frequently  risked  their 
lives  by  their  temerity,  na  they  were  caught  in  tnips 
set  for  thcut  OQ  deck. 

This  month  was  singularly  barren  of  inddcnt*,  and 
dark  aud  glooiuy  to  a  degree.  Shootiug  had  been  in 
great  measure  discontinued,  and  the  occasional  halo 
of  moon  or  Paiaselense,  with  faint  glimpses  of  the 
Aurora,  were  the  only  objects  to  cheer  us.  The 
advent  of  the  solstice  told  im  that  one  half  of  the 
dark  days  had  passed.  Our  second  Christmns  on  the 
ice  was  gladly  welcomed,  and  passed  like  the  preceding 
one — each  doing  his  utmost  to  give  it  as  much  of  a 
cheerful  character  as  circumstances  and  our  resources 
would  admit.  We  regaled  ourselves  with  the  fine 
lat  buck  that  was  shot  early  in  the  season,  and  in  the 
cheering  cup  wiahcd  ourselves,  ns  wc  hnd  done  before, 
that  this  might  be  the  last  w&  were  fatud  to  spend 
within  the  Arctic  circle.  The  few  remaining  days  of 
1851  came  and  passed  without  the  slight<«it  incident 
to  call  for  observation. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


First  dsy  of  1852— Kcftlth  of  the  Crew— Appearance  of  RciD- 
d«cr  — One  Willptl-— An  Intddcnt  of  Sport  and  Kctults — 
Rctuni  of  the  Sun — liicidentA  niid  Events — Absence  of  tlirc* 
Men — Fears  entert^ned — Their  return — Reindeer  Hunting — 
Its  ilardsliips  nod  Difficulties — SftDitarr  StaW  in  April — 
Adventure  with  Wolve*— Departure  of  a  Party  for  Mclrille 
Island — IncideDts — Appearaucc  of  Scurry — Weather — Retnm 
of  tlie  I'nrty — Their  Journey  and  Results — Disappoiutment — 
State  of  the  Ice — State  of  the  Men  on  their  return — Weather 
—  Results  of  tlie  Hunting  —  Appearance  of  Saow^Getsc — 
Other  Birds — Or(icr  of  their  ArriTal  atid  [V|)arture. 

With  tlie  yoar  IB52  comnienceil  the  ihird  of  the 
ship's  commission,  and  if  the  two  previoun  ones  had 
been  fertile  in  incident  and  adventure,  wo  fondly 
hoped  that  the  present  one  would  prove  different  from 
cither,  b^  favouring  our  escape  from  the  Polar  Sea. 

The  state  of  health  we  enjoyed  up  to  this  period 
was  vcrj'  aatisfnctoi^'.  The  inspection  of  the  crew 
enabled  nic  to  report  as  favourabl;^-  its  on  the  Inst  occa- 
sion— they  evidently  having  derived  much  benefit 
froni  tlie  exocllenoe  and  nutritious  properties  of  the 
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fresh  moat,  which  had  thus  boon  issued  every  fifth 
ilay  for  a  period  of  two  months.  There  vrerc  only 
four  men  on  the  sick  hst,  aud  the  diseases  tliat  had 
hitherto  occurred  were  chiefly  those  which  resulted 
from  the  effects  of  cold  and  exposure,  sucli  as  frost- 
bites, local  iiiflammatiuns,  and  a  few  others;  all 
were  yet  free  from  any  scorbutic  taint,  olthougli  then 
three  months  on  a  reduced  allowance  of  food. 

The  New  Year's  day  was  made  a  festive  one  by  the 
issue  of  extra  allowances  of  provisions,  and  we  did  our 
best  to  welcome  the  New  Year  with  as  much  cheer- 
fulness 08  circumstances  permitted ;  believing  it  wea 
the  one  tliQt  would  again  rtstore  us  to  our  countiy. 
It  was  ushered  in  with  Ught  southerly  winds  and  in- 
tensely  cold  weather.  On  the  Srd,  the  temperature  had 
&UeD  from  43°  (on  the  Jst.)  to  51'' below  zero,  causing 
incessant  frost-bites  on  the  least  exposure  to  the 
light  wind  which  blew ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  8ih 
that  it  rose  above  34°.  There  had  been  for  the  tlux-u 
previous  days,  a  gale  of  wind  blowing  from  the  south- 
ward, that  conlinc  1  us  to  the  ship,  as  wc  could  nut  for 
a  moment  show  out  against  it  with  safety,  during  such 
low  temperatures. 

Our  cxcuxsiuns  which  hod  never  been  iutttrrupied 
were  soon  made  more  extended,  and  ou  the  12th,  two 
Reindeer  were  seen  a  short  way  inland.  This  led  us 
to  hopo  for  early  supplies,  iis  our  stocL  of  vciiisou  had 
for  some  time  been  exhausted.  Ou  the  Uth,  two 
more  were  ol>svrved  from  tliu  sliip,  luid  being  without 
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antlers,  were  not  Uioae  seen  two  days  prcviousljr.  TItey 
were  pureued  by  a  few  of  us,  aiid  once  fired  at 
without  ctfuct ;  tlic  intensity  of  the  cold  and  preva- 
lonoe  of  a  breeze  at  last  obliged  us  to  return  to  the 
ship,  nfter  having  been  &ost-bitten  in  face  and  fingers. 
From  this  date  they  were  noticed  obnoet  every  day  that 
we  could  venture  out,  in  greater  or  less  numbers . 
acvernl  were  wounded  without  our  Iwing  able,  from 
various  causes,  to  follow  up  the  chase,  as  the  dim 
twilight  in  which  we  hunted  was  not  condueive  to  our 
sut)cC88.  Wc  had,  nevcrthck'ss,  some  very  exciting 
sport  in  tiieir  pursuit — no  op[)ortunity  being  ever 
Iwt  of  following  up  the  chase  with  a  degree  of  spirit 
and  energy,  worthy  of  being  recorded.  iHiis  was  only 
relinquished  when  dnrkne-ss,  snow-drift,  or  »vlien  senii- 
paralvsMjd  from  cold,  we  were  obliged  to  retuni  to 
tho  ship ;  and  then  not  unfre<)uciitly  we  lost  our 
way  in  the  attempt. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  the  2Sth,  that  success  at 
length  attended  our  efforts,  when  the  first  Reindeer 
fell  to  our  guns.  It  weighed  eighty-seven  pounds, 
but  in  itB  poor  condition  contrasted  in  a  marked 
degree  with  those  shot  at  the  couiuioncement  of 
winter  (October),  aa  there  was  aearcely  a  vestigo  of 
fat  any  where  to  be  seen.  On  the  following  day,  the 
^91h,  our  second  fell,  affording  ua  one  hundred 
and  eightei^n  pounds  of  meat,  in  the  same  condition 
as  the  Hnt ;  from  this  time  our  sporting  scaaon 
mayboBiiJd  to  have  conuncueed,  and  it  waa  ever  nfter- 
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wards  proBOCUtod  with  vigour.  No  dny  came  witliont 
seeing  some  of  its  on  the  hitU,  whan  wc  could 
possibly  venture  out,  and  no  week  passed  without 
some  addition  being  made  to  our  stock. 

'l^e  entire  of  tliia  month  was  reniarkulilc  for  ita 
cold,  boisterous  chnnictcr ;  tberc  wore  but  fen  days 
that  the  wind  did  not  blow  with  the  force  of  a  galo,  at 
some  period  of  its  twenty-four  hours.  The  south-west 
and  north-weat  winds  prtvailcd;  light  snow  fell  on 
two  occasions  ;  the  mean  teiuj)erature  was  —27"  &2.\ 
and  force  of  wind  3.4. 

On  Sunilay,  the  Isi  of  February,  strong  northerly 
winds,  with  a  haxy  atmosphere  and  light  snow  were 
present;  the  temperature  rose  to  1"  above  zero,  and 
the  hnmmtt^rs  fell  lower  than  we  had  previously 
known  thiira — entirely  at  variance  with  the  inHnmice 
usually  exercised  by  northoriy  winds.  In  my  monthly 
inspection  of  the  crew,  I  obiwrved,  for  the  first  time, 
a  loss  of  tlcdh  and  strength  in  stmic ;  a  result  I  was 
fully  prepared  to  t^xpect,  after  being  four  mouths  on  n. 
reduced  allowance  of  food,  and  subject  to  the  i-igour 
of  the  coldest  period  of  the  year — the  geueral  st4ito  of 
health  was  otherwise  good. 

Several  men  bod  bouB  abroad  during  the  day  of 
the  9ih,  and  a  small  Deer  had  been  shot;  but  as 
the  day  advanced,  and  cvoniug  came,  two  were  still 
missing — Sergeaut  John  Woon,*  R.M.,  and  Charles 

*  I  cuioot  mfntioii  tbc  dsuiu  uf  Scrgcaul  Woou  wiUiout  here 
KcortUug  tbe  bigh  opinion  entertained  of  him  by  the  Captaio, 
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Antlcrson.*  Wc  were  raucli  alarmed  at  their  contl- 
nuctl  absence.  At  8  p.m.,  a  mortar  was  ftrcd,  and 
rockets  subset) iiuatly,  at  intervals,  but  without  any 
recognition.  'VUey  not  having  made  tbcir  appearance 
al  10  P.H.,  tlirue  ]>arties  were  desputclied,  eiieb  cou- 
sidting  of  an  officer  and  three  men,  supplied  with 
rockfti*,  blue  lij^Uts  and  rt^fresluuente,  to  prosccnt* 
the  search  in  difrcrent<lircctiona.  They  had  not  been 
absent  more  than  fifteen  uunutcs,  when  they  were 
met  by  Sergeant  Woon,  hafitening  on  hoard  for  assist- 
ancv.  Two  of  the  parties  were  still  within  hail  of  each 
other;  they  uniti'd,  and,  under  the  guidapce  of  the 
Sergeant,  soon  ciime  up  with  the  unfortunate  object  of 
their  search.  It  ap]M?are<i  tliat  the  mim  had  wounded 
a  Deer,  which  he  followed  for  some  time,  wlien  a  fog 
acttiiig  in,  be  found  himself  unable  to  regain  the  ship, 
having,  in  the  eagerness  of  pursuit,  paid  no  attention 
to  the  diret:tion  he  was  going  in.  lie  became  panic- 
Struck,  and  in  a  state  of  despair,  wandered  about  in 

oflinri  and  crew.  !!«  prorwl  lumsclf  invnluahl**,  wm  alwiiyH  a 
TtiuW  Tnl(mt<.<<>r  for  auy  Bcrvipo.  most  cnrrecl  nnil  nolilier-liltp  in 
hit!  cniidijct,  m^r  pmninled  uhnt  contrihutnl  In  the  hilnrity  and 
cht-erfulnen  o(  ibe  crevr,  and  waa  one  of  our  moat  iiidcfali^nljle 
nnd  siK-i-ci'ffut  liniiUTfl,  In  kIiof^  tir  «a>  1iravi>  nitd  iiiirepid  on 
vTcry  occasini),  which  fidly  tested  Uie  man,  uid  he  pror^d  him- 
self a  credit  to  his  oorpa. 

•  CliarlM  Aiidrrson  wag  a  vtry  ((fiod,  weH-conrtacicd  man. 
md  fron)  hU  many  ainiuing  qualities,  a  eroat  favotiriU)  in  ihr 
ship,  lie  was  a  nuo  of  oolflur,  reprnnnted  htinwit'  na  a  Canailmii, 
inured  ta  n  liiinter's  life  in  North  America,  and  wai  oitc  of  rhc 
muiit  iMxavrTal  and  tnwcuiar  men  amongst  our  crew. 
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ram  seeking  his  liomeward  route,  when,  luckily,  the 
Sergeant  came  across  Ms  path.  Woon  found  him  in 
a  haJf-flcmentfid  atute,  overcome  by  fear  and  fatigue. 
He  had  given  hitust'lf  up  for  lost,  nor  could  llie 
presence  of  the  Sergeant  reassure  him  to  the  contrary. 
So  prostrate  in  both  moml  and  phrsjcftl  power  and 
eneigy  had  he  become,  that  it  was  with  difGculty 
he  coiUd  be  induced  to  move.  Kntrcaty  and  re- 
monstrance were  alike  unavailing.  At  hist,  he  was 
pcrsuitdcd  to  walk  a  httle;  but  soon  sunk  in  the 
snow  in  a  atftte  of  utter  helplessness,  with  hwmorr- 
hngc  from  nioutli  and  nose,  and  partially  convulsed. 
Then  it  wns  that  the  Sergeant  displayed  those  fine 
qualities  which  ^o  much  entitled  him  to  our  admira- 
tion nn<l  gratitude.  He  saw  that  the  poor  fellow 
must  soon  ex)>irc,  if  a  vigorous  effort  was  not  niado  to 
relietre  him;  yet  their  distance  from  the  ship  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  his  seeking  assistance — before 
he  could  reach  the  ship,  the  uian  would  be  froxen  to 
death,  and  u  prey  to  the  Wolvc8  then  heard  howling 
in  the  distance. 

Oue  alternative  alone  remained,  and  that  was 
heroically  and  promptly  adopted.  Carry  him  he  could 
not,  as  the  one  was  about  the  lightest,  and  the  other 
one  of  the  heaviest  men  in  the  ship;  soj  slinging  both 
guns  over  his  shoulder,  and  with  the  man's  arms 
around  his  neck,  he  commenced  the  llcrculeun  task  of 
dragging  hiui  over  the  snow  in  the  direction  of  the 
ship.     As  he  ascended  a  liill,  or  reached  the  brow  of 
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a  ra\ine,  he  msdy  rolled  liim  down  the  descent ;  this 
luid  the  good  efluct  of  uxcitjug  the  vital  lowers,  aiid 
tiiitugonizmg  in  some  degree,  the  lethnrgic  sleep  of 
dealh  rapidly  stealing  over  him,  lie  having  frpijuently 
supplicated  to  be  )ei^  on  the  snow  to  die.  But  his 
preserver  had  no  idea  of  men  djiug  under  such  cir- 
ciimstJiiires,  and  nobly  persevereti  at  his  labour,  until 
bu  had  reached  within  u  uiilo  of  the  ship,  when  he 
found  his  own  physical  powers  giving  way.  Having 
succeeded  in  arousing  a  little  more  life  in  the  helpless 
muD,  he  laid  him  in  u  bed  of  snow,  and  started  ofi' 
for  ttsgistanee.  Ue  wejs  met,  as  1  have  before  nien- 
tionod,  and  a  uios&engcr  instantly  dispatched  on  board 
with  the  intelligence,  which  readied  ua  about  10.30 
P.M.  As  the  niglit  waa  intensely  ooKI,  with  a  fresh 
breeze,  and  a  temperature  of  57'^  below  freezing  point, 
I  knew  the  tragic  scene  must  soon  eouie  to  an  end  if 
n-licf  did  not  speedily  reach  him ;  and  I  at  once 
staitcd  in  pursuit  of  the  party,  having  previously  left 
the  necessary  directions  witli  my  assistant  (Mr.  Piers) 
to  meet  the  emergency,  on  Anderson's  arrival.  I  met 
the  party  alwiit  three  quartere  of  a  mile  froin  the  ship, 
carrying  the  nearly  frozen  body.  Ho  was  in  a  state 
of  insensibility,  arms  and  legs  stitf  and  rigid— the 
former  extended,  could  with  dilliculty  be  bent — 
hands  clenched  and  frozen,  eyes  facd  and  ghissy,  jaws 
rigid  and  both  so  firmly  clenched,  that  wc  could 
scarcely  separate  thcrji  to  |jour  down  restoratives. 
The  puUo  wad  imiwrceptible  at  the  wrist,  the  b< 
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barely  acting ;  nnd  in  a  few  minutes  he  must  have  ler- 
Diirtatcd  his  existence.  A  sledge  bad  been  (lispatched 
with  mc,  on  which  1  bad  him  placed,  and  speedily 
brought  ou  board.  AU  buiut;  in  readiness  for  his 
reception,  the  work  of  resuscitation  commenced,  which 
1  ha(]  the  satisfaction  of  seeiuj^  attended  nith  success, 
lleactiouary  ft:vcrwtth  dehrium  ensued,  but  from  tlicec, 
he  in  a  few  days  recovered.  lie  was,  however,  exten- 
sively frost-bittun,  which  lUtiniately  entailed  the  loss 
'by  amputation  of  both  great  toes,  with  portions  of 
others,  and  also  of  the  fingers,  leather  with  a  part  of 
the  nose.  He  was  ever  aflcrwarda  highly  susceptible 
of  cold,  and  n>uiaiued  much  debilitated,  and  became 
sulKteqiiently  nfftxted  with  scurvy. 

This  incideul  furuishcs  u  striking  proof  of  the 
tliH'ercnces  in  the  moral  and  physical  powers  of  en- 
durance of  the  diirk  and  wliitc  races ;  for  notwithstand- 
ing  his  arduous  exertions,  the  sergeant  returned  on 
board  apparently  as  &esh  as  if  he  had  had  oidy  an. 
ortUnarj'  walk.  One  of  the  parties  (Mr.  Wjimiatt)  that 
had  separated  early,  returned  at  2  a.m.  ou  the  following 
moruing,  had  come  on  the  track  of  the  missing  uuui,  and 
hud  followed  it  up  to  the  spot  whence  he  had  been  so 
Providentiidly  rescued  from  iue\ituble  death. 

Oil  the  oth,  the  upper  limb  of  the  suu  was  re- 
vealed to  us  by  refraction ;  but  it  was  not  until  the 
7th  that  he  was  really  risible.  His  reappearance 
was  anxiously  looked  for,  it  constituting  one  of  the 
greatest  counts  uf  Ihe  year,  and  brought  the  assimincc 
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(fiat  tlie  days  of  darkness  bad  passed.  We  were  now 
ooablcd  to  look  bo}M.>fullr  forward  to  tliu  coming 
season  of  daylight,  for  our  liberation.  He  uirnle  his 
appearance,  after  an  absence  of  ninety-one  days, 
gorgeously  tinting  the  eastern  bcrrizon  with  his 
brilliancy,  much  heightened  by  a  beautiful  pQlar  of 
Zndiacal  light ;  and  presented  a  pietnre  no  less  lovely 
than  welcome  in  the  hitherto  dreary  aspect  of  the 
heovcns.  The  Aurora  IJorealia  so  frequently  present, 
was,  by  no  means,  as  briiliaut  as  we  had  seen  It  in 
the  Strut  of  Prince  of  Wales.  Its  evanes^ccnt 
splendour,  was,  however,  on  a  few  occasions,  strikingly 
beautiful  and  efFcctivL-.  It  illuminate  I  the  heavens,  and 
slicd  its  soft  mellow  light  over  the  snow-claii  regions 
of  our  aljode,  dispelling  much  of  the  surrounding 
darkness.  The  hunting  was  prosecutc<l  with  zeal, 
vigour,  and  a  fair  amount  of  success  thruugboul  the 
month.  It  was  attended  by  numerous  daily  incidents  of 
daring  and  adventure,  with  which  my  Journal  largely 
alMunds ;  and  we  were  again  enabled  to  issue  venison 
three  times  in  a  fortnight.  The  weather  throughout 
the  month  was  intensely  cold  and  boisterous,  but 
somewhat  less  so  than  in  the  preceding — the  mean 
temperature  l>eing  SB^.S  below  Rcro,  with  the  force  of 
wiud  3.1— light  snow  fell  on  sir  occasions. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  a  bird  was  observed,  which 
proved  to  be  a  Snow  Owl,  [Strix  nycUa),  and  from 
having  socu  them  in  the  middle  of  a  aultsequeut 
winter,  it  may  lie  ossiuued  tliat  they  arc  always  to  be 
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found  on  the  land.  At  my  inspection  of  the  crew  at  this 
time,  I  obscn'cd  a  marked  loss  of  flesh,  with  impaired 
strcii^h  in  the  miijoritj ;  and  thcj'  informed  nii;  that, 
although  in  good  health,  otherwise,  they  felt  them- 
selves becouiinf^  gradmUiy  weaker.  A  Deer  wns  shot 
by  one  of  the  men,  (Wm.  Whitfield) ;  the  novelty  (rf 
the  decoy  used  on  the  occiision,  was  a  new  feature  in 
oiu*  sport,  and  was  practised  afterwards  by  otliers  with 
success.  On  sighting  the  herd,  he  took  from  his 
neck  a  red  comforter,  fiistened  it  tu  his  ramrod,  whicli 
lie  phtnted  in  the  snow,  nnd  lity  down  about  twenty 
yards  distant,  Three  of  the  animals  luimedintely 
approached,  and  while  turning  it  about  in  piny,  a  shot 
wns  fireil,  which  killed  one  and  wounded  another, 
which  ultimately  became  a  prize. 

The  10th  was  the  coldest  day  of  the  season — the 
tcmpemture  having  fallen  to  52°  below  zero,  with  a 
mean  for  tlie  day,  of — 45"  2';  nevertheless  it  did  not 
keep  us  fi-om  the  hills  ;  and  two  Hares  were  added  to 
our  stock.  We  were  obliged  to  keep  constantly  in 
motion,  but  despite  our  best  cQbrts,  myself  and 
othcR,  were  smartly  frost-bitten  before  wc  returocd  on 
board.  Ou  many  of  these  occasions,  we  were  frtv 
quently  unable  to  regain  the  ship  for  hours,  having 
lost  our  way  from  darkness  or  snow  drift.  Ou  the 
17tli,  many  of  iis  were  abroad,  and  at  evening  all  had 
returned  on  board,  except  three  men  who  were  still 
absent.  Knowing  the  difficulties  they  must  en< 
counter    in   reaching   the  aliip,   the    probability   of 
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accidents  occorring  onder  the  influence  of  intense 
cold,  and  unprovided  with  food,  we  were  much  con- 
oerncd  for  their  safety.  SignaU  were,  tlicicforc^  nukde 
with  roctets  Hnd  blue  lights  at  intervals;  but  as  they 
had  not  rctmned  at  midnight,  tliree  parties  wore  dis> 
patched  in  ditferciit  direcUoas,  to  search  our  usual 
hunting  resorts.  I  was  immediately  to  be  iufonncd 
should  ODV  of  the  missing  men  make  their  appearance 
during  the  night,  and  not  knowing  what  might  be 
recptired  on  their  returu,  I  could  not  proceed  in 
search  of  them.  At  it  a.m.  it  was  reported  to  me 
that  a  Qiaa  was  obseneil  approaching  from  the  north- 
ward, who  proved  to  be  one  of  tlic  missing  hunters. 
Soon  aficrwanls  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving 
him  on  board,  and  in  safety,  with  the  exception  of  hia 
ha%'it)g  received  a  few  frost-bites.  This  man  (Henry 
Stone,*)  snid,  that  being  in  chase  of  a  Deer  a  long 
way  inland,  he  had  lost  his  way  in  the  dense  haze 
that  covered  the  land,  and  wandered  about  until  he 
cuinc  out  on  the  sea  ice  to  tlic  northward  ;  by  follow- 
ing the  land  on  bis  right,  until  the  coming  daylight 

*  Toe  lali^rct  of  this  inddnit  wu  one  of  tlw  most  lirdr, 
(ood-humoared  and  chetiful  of  our  MwDent  crew.  He  wu 
ahnjrs  na^  to  ilo  anything,  or  go  on  tn^  smtce,  snd  returned 
on  board  u  Iighl-!i«art«d  u  if  bu  bod  ouljr  be«u  a  few  yanLi  from 
the  rtucl.  Ug  was  the  armuurrr  oftlir  abip,  and  bad  occeastfiljr 
■  |;uod  deal  of  tlii-Mork  lu  <lo,  ui  making  coukiug  atcoaila.  Sic, 
in  MMSeqnmcf  of  which,  nod  his  namoroug  good  and  M>eial 
tjnaliUea,  he  was  fantiliarl}^  dniguated  by  his  duptnate*,  **  the 
Jollv  TiuUt." 
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revealed  his  po^itiun,  lie  wns  cnnblcid  tn  reAch  the 
ship,  aft«r  an  nbscuce  of  twenty  hours,  with  a  range 
of  teiii]>craturc  during  this  period  from  17°  to  40* 
below  zero.  He  said  he  experienced  a  strong  desiro 
to  sleep,  but  knowing  how  fatal  woul<l  be  its  in- 
(lulgeucc,  ho  strenuously  resisted  the  temptation ;  mid 
hy  keeping  tho  bod}'  constantly  in  motion,  was  en- 
iibled  to  mnintain  a  fiiir  degree  of  warmth. 

At  9  o'clock  on  the  I  Stli,  tho  searching  parties  hud 
rcttirned  without  being  able  to  discover  any  tince  of 
the  absent  men.  after  a  fatiguing  night's  search  over 
the  hills.  Two  fresh  parties  started,  and,  being 
favoured  by  daylight,  we  liojied  with  better  cluuiccs 
of  rccovcriog  the  abaentces,  for  whom  our  fears  bad 
greatly  incrensed.  At  1.30,  bowever,  the  appearance 
of  two  men,  ronnding  the  point  at  the  uorlb-west 
ontranco  of  the  Buy,  left  no  doubts  on  our  minds 
wliQ  tliey  were.  I  irumwliatcly  started  with  a  few 
others  to  meet  tbcm,  and  was  happy  to  find  them 
in  ri  good  stale — although  haggard  looking  uni!  ex- 
hausted, they  were  yet  well  able  to  walk,  each  carry- 
ing Ids  musket  and  a  Mare.  They  also  had  lost  tlieir 
way.  but  had  advanced  further  into  the  interior ;  and 
they  too  went  to  the  northward  until  they  reached  the 
sea-ice  at  dayhght,  and  discovered  their  position,  which 
led  Ihera  to  the  ship.  They  kept  almost  constantly 
b  motion,  occnsionally  sleeping  on  the  snow  for  ten 
minutes— one  keeping  guard  and  awaking  his  com- 
panion at  llie  eod  of  this  iwriod.     Tlioy  had  shut  two 
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lltires,  and  regaled  themselves  on  the  viscera,  reserv- 
ing the  bodies  for  more  urgent  necessity,  in  case  tliey 
should  not  regain  the  ship.  The  fact  of  their  being 
in  possession  of  a  supply  of  food,  had  doubtless  a 
sustuiiiing  and  salutary  influence  on  their  minds  nnder 
the  trying  circunistances  of  their  situation,  ihey  having 
been  absent  from  tlie  ship  28J  hours.  Tlic  display 
of  fortitude  and  endurance  manifested  by  these  men, 
contrast  most  forcibly  to  their  advantage  n-ith  the  luau 
8i>oken  of  on  the  4th  of  February. 

At  9  P.M.,  one  of  the  searching  parties  (Mr.  Has- 
well's)  returned  on  boaul,  having  luckily  come  on  the 
track  of  the  men,  and  followed  it  to  the  ship.  To 
prove  how  admirably  this  search  was  couchicted,  the 
second  party  (Mr.  Wynuiutt's)  did  not  return  niitil 
past  midnight ;  they  ulso  came  on  the  track  of  the 
absent  men,  and  followed  it  U]>  to  the  end ;  then 
retraced  it  back  until  they  observed  where  the  other 
searching  party  had  come  upon  it ;  when  they  liecanie 
aware  that  they  must  have  received  succoiu-,  and 
reached  the  ship.  The  result  was  very  satisfactory, 
from  the  fact  of  both  Laving  come  on  the  tnick ;  so 
that  they  could  not  have  failed  to  have  afforded,  rchof, 
or  ascertained  the  iatc  of  the  men,  had  any  casualty 
occurred. 

Our  game  list  at  the  end  of  the  month  told  ws  that 
wc  had  killed  thirteen  Ileindeer,  and  twenty  Hares. 
Many  more  of  the  former  fell,  aa  nuinbers  wore 
wouudtd,  which  wc  were  unable  t^  follow,  and  became 
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the  prey  of  the  Wolves  and  Foxes.  Indeed  the  latter 
had  become  no  less  numerous  than  ravenous,  and  our 
losses  on  this  account  were  very  considerable,  for 
what  WB£  ncceAsarily  left  on  the  land  all  night,  was 
found  nearly  consnmnd  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. The  sport  of  luintiiig  or  shooting  is  ever  associ- 
ated with  feelings  of  pleasure  and  enjoyment,  but 
in  the  snow-clad  wiids  of  the  north,  it  resolves  itself 
into  an  act  of  duty,  from  a  stem  sense  of  which 
all  felt  called  upon  to  devote  their  zenl  and  energy 
to  its  pursuit ;  suceess  iu  whicli  was  always  attended 
with  much  general  good. 

The  hardships  and  difficulties  incidental  to  Rein- 
deer hunting  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  when 
the  cold  is  so  inlonso,  must  be  experienced  to  be 
fully  understood.  There  are  few  pursuits  which 
more  thoroughly  test  the  physical  and  moral  powers  of 
our  nature,  or  more  truthfully  try  man's  capability 
of  cndnring  hanJshipa,  privation,  and  fatigue. 
There  is  a  constant  strain  u]}on  the  perceptive  faculties 
when  piusiiing  an  animal  so  timid,  shy,  and  watch- 
fid  AS  the  Keindocr;  and  from  lying  in  wait,  CAgcrly 
watching  his  movements,  half-concealed  In  the  snow,  it 
was  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  oiu^lves  so  Iwnumbed 
as  to  be  quite  unable  lo  fire  our  guns,  when  he  ap- 
peared to  be  a  ciriain  prize.  If  we  fired,  reloading 
could  only  Ik:  accomplished  after  much  difficulty  and 
delay,  with  the  et^uinty  of  frost-bitten  fingers. 
A  scnlous  hunter  could  always  lie  recognized  by  his 
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drafij»nr«l  face — the  result  ofhis  frequent  frost  bites.  As 
the  animals  were  generally  oliot  at  distances,  \'ar)'ii)g 
from  two  to  six  or  eight  miles  from  the  ship,  bringing 
them  on  board  was  likewise  a  work  of  labour:  a  sledge 
and  party  were  always  dispatched  on  receipt  of  the 
intelligence,  dra<:^ng  which  over  high  hills  and 
through  ravines,  when  the  jcnow  lay  deep  was  found 
Tcry  liil)orioua  and  trying  work,  and  it  wiis  no  unfrc- 
qnent  occurrence  to  find  one  or  more  of  the  party 
return  in  a  state  of  complete  exhaustion. 

Zlifarch  proved  the  coldest  month  of  the  winter,  the 
mean  temperature  21'^  42'  below  zero;  but  there  was  \es& 
vind  than  on  cither  of  the  preceding  mouths,  its  mean 
force  \mng  2.0 — light  snow  ftU  on  eight  occasions. 

We  entered  on  the  month  of  April  auspiciously 
with  good  reason  for  congrnttilation,  the  gloom  and 
severity  of  winter  having  passed.  There  was  but  little 
ohnngc  in  the  sanitary  state  of  tlie  ship — the  same 
marked  evidence  of  loss  of  Hesh  was  present,  hut  the 
progress  of  the  evil  appearetl  to  have  been  in  some 
degree  countemcted  by  the  issue  of  the  fresh  meat. 
Tlic  stele  bst,  however,  was  grckdually  attaining  a 
higher  daily  average  than  it  had  hitherto  presented. 

The  7th  proved  the  most  successful  day  in  the 
chase,  we  had  yet  had  ;  no  less  thnn  300  pouruls  of 
venison  were  iidded  to  our  stock.  The  boatswain. 
(Mr.  Kennedy)  storied  iu  the  morning  to  fetch  a  I)cer 
he  had  killcil  the  pruvious  day.  On  reaching  the  spot, 
in  a  deep  ravine,  be  fotmd  only  it«  remains,  which  a 
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|Vk:k  of  five  Wolves  were  Ihen  ravenously  devouring. 
I'etcrQiining  to  recover,  at  least,  n  portion  of  his  sport- 
ing rights,  he  bolJIy  mivaneed.  He  lirat  ernltravourccl 
to  frighten  ihcm  by  hiiUowing  nt  the  top  of  his  stcn- 
toriun  voice — three  moved  off  a  few  yards  and  aat 
flown,  but  two  nmiaiiicd  still  at  their  occujHition.  He 
now  seized  a  hind  leg  at  one  end,  while  one  of  them 
dragged  at  the  other;  his  companions  sitting  snarling 
epectators  of  what  was  going  on.  With  his  musket 
ftrmly  grasped  in  one  hand,  and  brandishing  the 
long  bone  in  the  other,  tlic  gallant  boatswain  kept 
shouting  at  the  top  of  bis  voice,  with  the  double  object 
of  keeping  off  the  Wolves,  and  attracting  assistjinccj 
at  cvLTy  opportunity,  be  kept  warily  removing  portions 
of  the  meat,  nt  the  fiuoie  time  prt^cutiug  a  bold  front 
to  the  enemy,  who  continued  growling  their  de6anoe, 
and  discontent  at  his  operations.  Their  noise  at  last 
brought  the  Interpreter  within  view.  On  joining  the 
boaf.swiiin,  he  wiis  in  astute  of  great  trepidation  and 
exeitement,  apprehensive  of  an  immediate  attack ;  but 
on  another  actor  coming  upon  the  scene,  the  Wolvts 
ilecampcd,  and  took  up  a  position  on  a  hill  about 
300  yards  d!);taiit.  The  boatswain  ftuiig  the  remnant 
of  the  Deer  on  his  back,  and  under  the  protection  of 
his  escort  retreated  from  the  scene  of  his  spirited 
adventure.  I  happened  to  be  in  the  vicinity,  and 
attntctcd  by  the  howling  of  the  Wolves,  was  hastening 
to  the  spot,  when  I  met  the  two  men  just  as  this 
affair  terminated.     Never  can  I  foi^t  the  njjpcarance 
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of  the  boatswain,  nor  the  nftiration  of  the  adventure  he 
cnmestly  and  f^aphically  gave  me,  as  I  liij  on  the  snow 
heartily  amused.  No  general  coulj  have  felt  more 
elated  at  the  conclusion  of  a  successful  campaign,  lie 
deserved  much  credit,  not  less  for  his  zc;J,  than  his 
courage,  in  recovering  single-handed  a  portion  of  his 
Doer  from  such  ferocious  enemies.  Wc  escorted  him 
on  board  in  safety  with  his  trophy — a  portion  of  which 
was  given  to  him  as  a  reward,  while  thu  remainder 
(fourteen  pounds)  was  added  to  the  gtmeral  stock— 
wc  coidd  not  but  think,  however,  tlmt  he  well  deserved 
the  whole. 

The  most  western  land  hitherto  explored  in  the 
Polar  Sea,  (Melville  Island),  in  clear  weather  could 
be  fointly  seen  from  the  hilU  in  our  nc^ighbour- 
bood ;  to  reach  which,  in  the  ship,  had  ever  been 
the  object  of  nil  our  hopes ;  and  in  our  endeavours 
to  accomplish  this,  all  our  best  exertions  and  entire 
energies  had  been  hitherto  expended  in  vain.  It 
now  became  u  matter  of  primary  importance  to  reach 
it  by  means  of  n  travelling  party,  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  if  any  of  the  ships,  comprising  the  Expe- 
dition under  command  of  Captain  Austin,  Iiad  arrived 
tliert — or  if  a  depot  of  provisions  had  been  formed  to 
succour  any  i)ortion  of  onr  (the  western)  Expedition, 
that  might  be  compelled  to  set^k  for  safety  on  its 
desolate  sIioa-8 ;  for  wc  always  considered,  iu  the  event 
of  cusualties  that  we  shoidd  certainly  find,  relief  at 
Melville  Island.    Fottimate  it  was  for  us  Uiat  no  such 
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casually  oceurmH.  Altliougli  in  n  position  equally 
advantageous  for  doing  so,  from  our  former  winter 
qnartere,  it  was  not  then  ronsidercd  necessary :  and 
deeply  did  wo  et  this  time  tc^t,  that  we  wore  not 
in  possession  of  sucli  intelligence  iis  a  journey  to  this 
island  in  1351  would  have  alfordcd  us.  Having 
been  called  on  to  select  a  party  for  this  service — an 
officer  and  six  men,  from  tli«  most  eflRcient  of  our  crew, 
and  nccornpanicd  by  Captain  M'Clure,  on  tlie  lltU 
April  they  started  for  Winter  Harbour  in  Melville 
Island  with  twenty-eight  days  provision. 

This  event  in  itself  produced  an  agreeable  amount 
of  excitement  througliout  the  ship,  and  jippeju^d  lo 
exercise  a  cheerful  iiiHucnce  on  the  minds  of  all. 
There  now  appeared  a  prospect  of  effecUug  a  com- 
munication with  a  portion  of  our  fellow-countrymen, 
for  the  idea  was  universally  entertained  amongst  us, 
that  one  or  more  shijm  would  be  found  at  Melville 
I&land. 

All  our  protecting  agents  against  the  winter's  eold 
were  removed  towards  the  midillc  of  the  month,  and 
we  bad  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  tlie  hull  once  more 
exposed  to  view.  On  the  20th  of  April,  we  were 
gladdened  by  tlie  appearance  of  the  httle  Snow 
Bunting — about  the  same  period  as  it  had  visited 
us  on  the  previous  year — whost  checiful  warbling 
told  us  of  the  approach  of  a  more  genial  season, 
and  that  the  feathered  visitors  of  summer  were  on 
their  way  towards  us. 
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On  the  2l8t,  several  of  ue,  out  hunting  in  iliffcrent 
tliructions  on  tlie  Innd,  lost  our  way  during  a  dense 
hflisc  wbicli  covered  it,  ond  it  w&s  not  until  wo 
had  wandered  about  for  ten  bouts,  that  on  tho 
wenllicr  becoming  clearer  we  were  able  to  regain 
the  ship.  Walking  having  become  difficult  and 
fatiguing  from  the  depth  and  Roftness  of  the  snow, 
and  being  without  food,  wc  were  quite  exhausted  on 
our  arrival.  On  the  22nd,  wc  were  rendered  rnthcr 
uneasy  by  the  prolonged  absence  of  Mr.  W3iiniatt ; 
but  at  10  P.M.,  he  was  observed  coming  over  the  hill 
near  the  ship,  and  on  a  nearer  approach  it  wus  evident 
that  he  hud  not  returned  irmpty  hnndixl.  The  good  for* 
tune  which  generally  attended  him  in  the  chnse,  bad 
again  fallen  to  his  lot.  as  wc  could  see  thai  he  was 
laboriously  dragging  a  Deer.  He  had  shot  it  several 
miles  from  the  ship,  and  rather  than  leave  It  a  prey  to 
tlie  Foxes,  hod  determined  to  bring  it  on  Ixiard.  Tliis 
he  succeeded  in  doing  after  nearly  seven  hours  hibo- 
rious  exertion — the  state  of  the  snow  rendering  such 
on  undertaking  extremely  toilsome,  as  his  appearance 
fully  testified.  As  soon  as  he  was  reci^izcd,  a  party 
went  out  to  relieve  him  of  his  burden. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  month,  tl»c  first  case  of 
Scurvy  was  placed  on  the  sick  list,  attended  with 
great  debility ;  others  soon  followed,  and  aoine 
assumed  a  very  aicgravatcd  character.  From  this 
time,  the  disettse  became  more  generally  maniflBst. 
associated  with  debility  mul   rheumatism  in  various 
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forraB.  Our  sticccss  id  the  chase  this  month  exceeded 
that  of  nil}'  other,  during  our  long  sojourn  in  tlie 
Polar  regions,  having  shot  nineteen  Reindeer,  (which 
gave  us  1155  pounds  of  uieat,)  sixleeu  Uimes  and  a 
few  Ptarmigan ;  tliey  nio$t  pleasingly  garnished  our 
yard-nrius  where  all  were  suspended.  The  month  was 
in  every  respect  more  favourable  tlian  that  of  the 
previous  year — the  mean  tempci-aturc  was  l°A  below 
Mro,  upwui'ds  of  tliroe  degrees  higher — and  the  wind 
was  less  in  forco  being  2.5.  Snow  fell  more 
abundantly — no  less  than  fifteen  days  out  of  the 
thirty;  and  heavier  in  character  than  before. 

The  'merry  month  of  May,'  was  again  moat  chew- 
fully  welcomed,  and  u'ith  it  the  season  of  constant 
daylight,  as  the  Sun  was  invisible  hut  for  a  short  period 
at  midnight  on  the  1st.  Nothing  of  interest  occurred 
during  the  early  days  of  May,  except  the  usual 
incidents  ever  attending  our  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  bunting.  Wc  had  occasionally,  throughout  the 
season,  itllowcti  the  Deer  a  icw  days'  rcsjiite,  timt 
thoy  might  recover  from  the  state  of  wildness  ami 
terror  our  unceasing  efforts  had  created,  and  render 
an  approach  more  cosy  on  again  resuming  the  sport ; 
a  plan  that  certainly  contributotl  to  oar  greater 
success. 

On  the  evening  of  Sunday  the  7th,  Captain  M'Clure 
tt[i<l  party  rcttumed  from  I^Ielvillu  Island,  all  bearing 
the  usual  marks  of  toil  warn  Arctic  trovellera;  a 
fatigue  party  had  met  tlieni  some  disUmoe  from  the 
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ship  ant)  nssislcd  Ihcm  in,  and  at  7  p.m.  wc  wclronipcl 
them  on  board.  They  stated,  Ihat  from  the  period  of 
their  dqjarture  on  the  11th,  iho  weather  proved  very 
unpropitious  for  the  prosecution  of  tlie  jonrney ;  no 
less  from  its  dense,  hazy  cbmructer,  than  the  quantity 
of  snow  which  feU,  at  times  not  enabling  them  to  sec 
more  than  fifty  yards  ahead  ;  and  on  the  night  of  their 
departure  they  found  themselves  widkiny  over  the 
land  to  t}ie  N.K.,  until  its  uneven  character  made 
them  aware  of  their  mistake — so  diificult  was  it,  nnder 
the  circumstances,  to  distingiiisli  land  from  ice.  On 
the  second  day  they  shaped  a  course  for  Capo 
Hay — the  most  southern  point  of  Melville  Island — 
and  from  this  period  they  cnoountored  the  utmost 
difficulty  in  their  advance ;  the  ice  being  of  a  very 
heavy,  hummocky  character,  and  the  snow  so  soft  that 
they  sunk  nearly  knee  deep  nt  every  step.  They  were 
frequently  brought  to  a  complete  halt,  so  that  it  was 
only  by  the  greatwit  exertion  tbat  they  could  bring 
the  sledge,  foot  by  foot,  over  the  heavy  ice  tliat  was 
everywhere  met  with.  Their  progn-aa  for  several 
days  did  not  exceed  a  few  miles — thus  falling  far  short 
of  their  expectations  and  preventing  them  from 
fonning  any  opinion  as  to  the  probable  termination 
of  the  journey.  It  was,  in  consequence,  resolved  to 
place  the  party  on  two  thirils  allowance  of  provisions, 
and  its  they  were  quite  incapable  of  working  for 
twelve  hours  continuously  at  the  sledge,  they  de- 
tennined  to  travel  and  sleep  six  hours  altcmatc-ly — a 


I 


THB   TRAVBLLIM»    PABTI. 


517 


Teiy  judicious  nmingemcnt  under  the  circumstances, 
and  well  udaptcd  to  men,  all  more  or  less  debilitated, 
as  they  then   were.      As  they  advance*!,  their  diffi- 
culties appeared  to  increase  to  such  an  extent,  and 
their  progress  becauie  so  slow,  that  they  pitched  their 
tent,  considering  it  impracticable  to  prosecute   the 
journey.       Before    finally  giving  up    the    attempt, 
however,  some  of  theui  advanced  to  reconnoitre  the 
state  of  the  ice  aheafl,  and  had  barely  been  an  hour 
absent,  when  they  came  on  an  extensive  plain  of  flat 
ice  of  the  previous  year's  formation,  stretching  away 
to  tho  northward  as  far  as  they  could  seo,    They 
immediately  retraced  their  steps,  highly  elated  at  the 
discovery  they  had  made,  and  the  party  having  been 
refreshed,  started  with  fresh  vigour  and  energy  over 
the  nigged  way  n'hich  lay  before  them,  until  the  flat 
ice  was  reached.     Up  to  this  period  they  had  been 
three  days  without  seeing  the  Sun,  or  obtaining  any 
obsenations ;  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  may 
have  been  the  extent  of  their  wanderings ;  b\it  on  tlie 
weather  becoming  clear  they  found  thtmselves  con- 
siderably to  the  westward  of  their  proper  course- 
Cape  Ilay  bearing  N.E.  by  E.  and  off  that  part  of 
the  island  which  we  could  discern  on  clear  days  froin 
the  liills  in  our  neighbourhood.     They  reached  Winter 
Harbour  early  on  the  nioniing  of  the  20th,  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  their  journey— one  of  which  they 
were  obliged  to  keep  under  canvas  from  the  prevalence 
of  0  north-west  gale     PrcviouB  to  their  departure* 
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wc  indiilgt-d  in  confident  expectation  of  their  finding 
one,  if  not  more  of  the  shi])s  coiupoealng  Cuptoin 
Austin's  Expedition ;  but  on  entering  the  harbour, 
when  it  becnmo  fnirly  exposed  to  view,  they  were 
bitterly  distippomted  on  findinf;  it  deserted.  luotvad 
of  meeting  with  »  shij),  nothing  wrut  to  be  seen  but 
the  snow -clad  wilds  of  this  desolate  region. 

On  examining  this  locality,  so  cftlebrob^d  as  having 
bwn  tlic  winter  qnarters  of  Sir  Kdward  Parry's  en- 
pedition  in  iSlO-SO,  their  attention  was  attracted  by 
a  large  mass  of  sundstone,  some  eight  or  nine  feet  high, 
on  which  was  inscribed  a  rcconl  of  the  visit  of  Parrj-'s 
«ihips.  On  the  suunuit  of  this  ruinurknble  stone  a  few 
sniidl  stones  were  piled  together,  amongst  which  they 
found  a  small  flat  tin  ease,  containing  u  notice  re- 
cording the  ^it  of  a  party  nnder  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  M'Clintock,  on  the  6th  of  June,  iBal,  from 
CaptAin  Austin*^  TlKpedition.  Therein  that  officer 
(Lieutenant  M'Clintock)  afatcd,  that  the  expedition 
had  wintered  between  Comwallis  and  Griffith'e  Islands ; 
tliat  a  dejiot  of  provisions  with  a  bout,  were  at  Port  Leo- 
pold, (of  which  wc  were  awnrc)  nnd  a  small  dqwt, 
likewise,  at  Cope  Spencer,  distant  nearly  COO  milee^ 
(by  travelhug) — with  some  other  intelligence  connected 
with  the  party ;  but  jtot  one  word  did  it  contain  of  the 
important  inteUigpncf,  that  traces  of  FTanftUn  had  h^fn 
discovered  by  these  skips  the  previous  year  at  Beeckey 
Mand.  We  might  have  been  making  fniitkss  efforts 
in  other  directions,  had  wc  been  in  a  fit  state ;  but 
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everything  of  the  kind  would  have  hecn  avoided, 
if  we  Iiiid  bfcn  informed  of  what  had  ocnirrod. 
Tlic  great  mid  priiunry  duty  of  an  officer  in  pro-' 
^eecuiiiig  such  a  search,  is  to  give  intimatioD,  to 
those  similarly  engaged,  of  the  success  he  has  met 
with.  This  was,  I  regret  to  say,  neglected,  nor 
was  it  for  twelve  mantlift  afterwards  that  we  becanif; 
aware  of  the  circmnstfince.  There  oouid  have  been 
no  idea  entertained,  that  this  record  would  ever  have 
been  seen  by  human  eyes,  much  less  by  a  section  of 
that  Kxpcdition  to  which  we  belonged :  uo  one  appa- 
reully  having  cutertjuned  the  possibility  of  our  reaching 
80  fur  to  the  eastward,  as  at  anv  time  to  seek  for  sue- 
cour  at  this  far-famed  island.  Thus,  Melville  Island, 
to  which  we  ever  locked  with  a  degree  of  confiilencc, 
bordering  on  certainty,  as  a  refuge  in  the  event  of 
any  calamity  occurruig,  was  unprovided  with  aught 
that  could  succour  or  assist  a  party,  if  any  of  us  had 
been  imhappily  east  on  its  desolate  shores,  We  theu 
concluded — iis  subsequeut  intelligonce  proved,  juiitly 
— that  all  tlic  ships  comprising  Captain  Austin's 
Expcditiou,  liad  returned  to  England  in  the  autumn  of 
1861 J  that  in  the  al^sencc  of  auy  intelligence  of  our 
long  lost  Consort,  the  '  Investigator'  was  the  only  ship 
in  the  Polar  Sea ;  mid  that  on  our  own  energy  and 
resources  we  then  alone  had  to  dcjjcnd. 

The  (wrty  having  had  some  refreshment  and  repose, 
autl  deposited  a  recorti  of  their  visit  in  the  cairn  on 
tlic  sandstone,  stating  the  ship's  position,  and  other 
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circumstances  connected  witli  our  voyage — at  Ct  p.m. 
oil  the  same  evening  took  tlieir  ilcpnrture,  after  a 
sojourn  of  eighteen  hours.  Their  liouiewnrd  journey 
i<>rmcd  a  marked  contrast  to  the  oiitvrard  one,  from 
the  flat  chamctcT  of  the  ice,  and  improved  statfl  of  tbc 
weather.  About  fifteen  miles  from  land,  they  came  on 
a  continuous  plaiu  of  flat  ion  of  the  previous  year's 
fonnntion,  which  brought  them  to  the  northern  shore 
of  Baring  Island,  corrcsjKjndiiig  to  the  expanse  of 
water  seen  at  the  close  of  the  previous  season  (October 
1852).  They  reached  the  ship  on  the  tenth  day,  an*!, 
with  the  oxccption,  of  the  firrat-bitcs  they  had  received, 
antl  a  few  of  the  men  being  afflicted  vvith  anow  blind- 
ness, they  were  well ;  but  all  were  considerably  reduced 
in  ftcfih.  The  only  traces  of  animated  nature  socn, 
vrcre  some  old  deer  tracVs,  a  few  Ilores,  and  a  small 
pack  of  Ptarmigan — the  former  were  so  tame,  tbul 
tbey  came  up  close  to  them,  imd  one  came  to  the  tent 
door  and  took  some  biscuit  cnmibs  from  the  hand  uf 
one  man,  whose  better  feeling  woidd  not  allow  him 
to  kill  it. 

We  had  thns,  at  length,  connected  cm*  Expedition 
with  that  of  the  eastern,  altliough  too  late  by  a  year, 
to  be  then  attended  with  any  good  results;  but  the 
fruit  of  the  seed  then  sown,  was  reaped  subsequently. 
We  had  also  made,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  Xortb-West 
Passage,  from  the  fuel  of  our  uicn  having  reached  a 
k)cality,  wlicre  ships  had  previously  been  from  the 
eastxiard,  (Pane's  1810 — '20)  and  the  only  thing  left 
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for  us  then  to  do,  was  to  reach  it  iu  the  ship  in  the 
eusuiiig  summer. 

The  remainder  of  the  month  of  May  was  un- 
marked by  any  iucideiits  of  consequence ;  tlic  mean 
temperature  wns  8*  colder  than  thnt  of  the  previous 
year,  but  the  wind  and  weather  generally  was  much 
of  the  same  character;  snow  felt  on  seventeen  days 
during  tho  month,  and  the  season  appeared  to  be 
generally  backward.  The  result  of  our  ettbrts  ia  the 
chase  were  very  sntisfactoij- ;  tliey  were  at  this  time 
carried  ou  eutlrely  at  night,  from  about  S  p.m.  until 
4  or  5  o'clock  the  following  uioruing,  as  exposure  to 
the  sun  and  snow,  duiing  the  day,  genenilly  entailed 
an  attack  of  snow-blind ucss.  We  had  shot  ten 
Reindeer,  four  Ilares,  and  ninety-nine  Ptarmigan. 
I  observed  that  only  two  spficics  of  tho  latter  fre- 
quented this  land  ;  the  Willow  Cirouse  {Tetrao  Albuy), 
and  the  Ptarmigan  Grouse  {Tetrao  Lagopua) ;  the 
Rock  Grouse  (7V/rao  Rupestrh),  which  had  been  so 
abundantly  met  with  in  the  Strait  of  Prince  of  Wales, 
wns  entirely  absent.  On  the  last  day  of  the  month, 
we  saw  two  Snow  Geese  (Anser  Ilyperboreus),  the 
first  of  the  season,  flying  iu  a  northerly  direction,  and 
soon  afterwards  a  few  GuiU  (Laras  Glaucua  et  Argvnta- 
ttut,  Lentris  Panisiticus)  pursuing  the  same  coui-se — a 
]iretty  sure  indication  of  the  progress  of  thaw,  and 
the  existence  of  water  somewhere  in  our  neighbour- 
hood. With  tho  exception  of  the  httle  Bunting,  the 
Snow  Gcesc  arc  the  first  ai-rivajs  from  the  southword. 
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as  they  likewise  arc  the  first  to  leave  the   dreary 
regions  of  the  north,  on  thtiir  southerly  uiignitiou.  io 
large  flocks.  The  Isorth  American  Cmne  iGms  Ca- 
nadfTisis),  vrm  Ukewise  one  of  our  eurliest  visiton;  it 
was  socn  in  the  middle  of  May,  and  soon  afterwards  I 
was  fortunate  in  procuring  two  good  S|)eciuu;ns — they 
are  very  destructive  to  the  little  Lemming,  whicii  con- 
stitutes their  principal  food.    The  Commou  and  King 
Eider  Ducks  {Jnas  Molissma  et  Spectabilis),  Brent 
Geese  {Anaa  Bcmicla),  Grciit  Nortlicm,  Black  and 
Red  throated  Divers,  are  the  next  to  make  their  ap- 
I)carancc,  followed  by  the  Pintail  and  Longtail  Ducks, 
{Aiws  Caudacuta  et  Gtacialis)  —  the  latest  visitors 
of  tlic  season,  as  they  are  also  the  last  to  desert  lot. 
llicBe  birds  generally  took  their  departure  in  the  saino 
order  as  they  arrived.    Short  as  the  period  of  tlictr 
stay  is,  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the  cheerful  aspect 
which  their  presence  imparts  to  regions  hitherto  so 
deserted  and  dreary,  and  over  ivhieh  the  most  death- 
like stillness  universally   prevails;    or  to  8peak  of 
the  exhihirating,  salutary   influence  which  it  never 
railed  to  exercise  aa  tlie  mind.     All  the  birds— 
excepting  the  Ravens  and  Ptarmigan— are  mignitoty 
in  their  habits,  and  with  the  advent  of  summer  seek 
the  solitudes  of  the   Pohir   Sea  for  breeding  and 
moulting.      As  soon  as  tbe  young  are  sufficiently 
fledged,  they  again  betake  themselves  to  the  south' 
word ;  the  character  of  the  season  much  influencing 
the  period  of  their  departure 
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Laborious  OccnpitUoD  of  the  Crew — Ita  Effe«t« — TltickncRS  of 
Ic* — nirt!» — WoivM  mill  Reimlecr — liicJdfnU  of  Sport — Firtl 
Apjwarauce  of  Water — Aspect  tud  Geological  CharncttT  of  the 
Laiid— IncidniU  of  Sport— Kfcl-tLroated  Kver— State  of  llic 
Ice  and  Wf at  tier— Health  of  the  Crew — Geucral  Appeamiice 
of  Scur»->' — RccoromendHtious  inad«  to  prevent  it — Pleasing 
Intelligence — Two  Mask  Oxen  killed  and  Incidenta — Groat 
Nortbem  Direr  aliot  —  Bcnra  —  I'rcaettce  of  Birds  —  lee 
njjwirlcJ  111  Motion — Seals  killed — Open  Water  seen  (o  the 
NortLword — Sorrel  and  Scurvy  Cin»» — Their  Efledit — State 
of  Ice — ^^c^CJ■  Bay' — Its  Aspect — Young  Tc«  formed — Ship 
Froien  in — Gloomy  PnnipiTt* — Piirlher  reduction  of  I'rovl- 
■ioDB — I'hin  proposed  for  abandoning  the  Ship — Kesutta 
likely  to  follow  ita  adoption — Our  NcceasitJCB — Cold  and 
Hanger — Its  EflVcts  and  Iiicideota — Hunting,  its  Oifficultiea 
—Close  of  ibe  Year,  &c. 


Throughout  the  entire  of  May  and  nntil  an 
wiTjinccd  period  in  June,  our  mcu  were  employed  in 
bnllasting  nnd  watering  the  ship  prepiirator)'  to  our 
expected  libemtion.  At  this  work  their  evi-s  were 
much  exposed  to  the  combined  influence  of  snow  and 
sunshine,  aa  the  bitllast  wiis  nil  collected  on  the  still 
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snow-covered  land,  and  firmly  frozen  in  tlic  soil, 
whence  it  was  dragged  on  sledges  through  soft, 
thawing  snow  to  the  ship — a  work  of  no  light  natnrc. 
The  consequence  was  thnt  Opihabaia  (snow  blindness) 
bcaiuie  very  general  amongst  them,  and  the  cases 
more  severe  thiui  at  any  former  [)eriod  of  the  cora- 
uiission.  Upwards  of  one  third  of  the  crew  were 
placed  on  the  sick  list,  although  the  precaution  of 
wearing  crape  veils  or  glasses  had  been  enforced  ;  but 
on  this,  »8  on  other  occasions,  the  usual  iinpntdcncc 
of  the  sailor  prevailed.  On  the  completion  of  the 
bidlastitig,  we  coninienced  to  take  in  our  supply  of 
water,  wtiich  was  found  of  good  quality  in  a  sniall 
lake  about  a  mile  distant  inland.  This  continued 
hkborions  work — on  men  who  had  previously  been 
nuikiug  !tuch  exertions  in  hunting,  on  a  small  allow- 
ance of  food — produced  the  efifects  that  might  hove 
been  anticipated.  They  began  to  present  an  altered 
and  haggard  aspect,  and  to  complain  of  a  feeUng  of 
general  languor,  wcckiiesii  and  debility.  In  con- 
sequence, the  fresh  meat  wee  issued  in  somewhat 
larger  quantity  and  more  freqiiently.  for  a  period  of  a 
conple  of  weeks,  which  better  enabled  them  to 
continue  their  arduous  euiployracnt.  Afterwards  the 
internal  work  of  the  ship  was  commenced,  in  making 
the  necessary  preparations  for  sea,  which  constituted 
the  principal  sjiring  operations  for  this  year.  The 
thickness  of  the  ice  on  tho  ist  of  June  W08  found  to 
bo  two  inctics  less  than  last  year — six  feet  ten  inches — 
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whUe  tlmt  in  the  pond  from  which  we  obtained 
our  water,  was  seven  fett  ten  inches ;  which 
may  perhaps  he  considered  a  fnir  estimate  of  tho 
difference  existing  between  fresh  and  salt  water 
frccEing. 

A  specimen  of  the  North  American  Crane  wns  shot 
on  the  3rd — it  was  a  noble  looking  bird,  was  2J 
feet  high,  had  an  expanse  of  wing  of  4^  feet,  and 
weighed  S  lbs.  The  Golden  Plover,  {Oiarttdriua 
Pluvialis),  the  Plinlcrope,  (Phalaropug  Platyrynchos), 
the  Purple  Sandpiper,  (THuja  Mariiima),  and 
Pauderling,  {Calldrh  Arenaria),  were  frequently  shot 
at  this  period.  Another  wolf  adventure  had  likewise 
occurred  to  the  boatswain,  who,  when  in  pursuit  of 
A  Deer,  saw  it  suddenly  stop  on  the  top  of  a  hill, 
about  300  yards  distant,  at  the  same  moment  several 
Wolves  made  their  appearance  in  quick  succession, 
none  of  which  had  been  previously  scon.  They 
librnied  a  circle  around  the  nffriglitcd  Deer,  and  in  a 
'crouching  position  griduBlly  closed  on  him.  Sud- 
denly, as  if  by  some  preconcerted  signal,  they  all 
sprang  on  the  animal,  and  immediately  brought  it  to 
the  ground,  when  the  work  of  devouring  it  com- 
menced, lie  remained  a  spectator  of  the  scone,  fintd 
two  sliots  at  the  Wolves,  (ten  in  number),  and 
advanced  towar<ls  them,  when  they  decamped. 
Aliout  fifteen  minutes  had  elapsed  from  the  time  he 
fii-st  saw  the  Wolves,  and  there  was  nothing  of  the 
animal  remaining  but  the  skin,  with  the  spine,  antlers 
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part  of  tho  head,  and  bones  of  a  liind  log — the  rest 
having  been  devoured.  The  bones  he  brought  on 
board — they  were  cleanly  picked,  with  siimll  shrcda  of 
flesh  adlicring,  and  formed  poor  recompense  for  his 
spii'itcd  exploit.  Subscciueat  obscr^-atioris  led  us  to 
infer  that  this  ia  the  iiaual  mode  adopted  bj  the 
Wolves  ill  killing  the  lUnndeer;  they  first  detach  one 
fi^>m  the  herd,  and  then  it  becomes  certain  prey. 
A  Deer  that  was  shot  on  the  8th,  having  been 
left  on  the  hmd  until  tlic  following  morniug,  was 
found  nearly  eousunied ;  a  \\' olf,  l''ox,  and  a  Raven 
were  observed  feasting  on  it,  hut  decamped  on  the 
f^prooch  of  the  party.  IVo  Snow  (ieese  were  also 
shot  by  one  of  oar  men — the  stratagem  practised  by 
the  sportsman  wafi,  I  think,  worthy  of  success,  as 
there  were  only  two  birds.  One  fell  at  the  first 
fire,  and  the  other  took  wing.  "Jack"  very  cun- 
ningly put  the  dead  bird  in  a  sitting  posture,  and  by 
in  wait  for  a  few  minutes,  wheo  tlie  other  n^joincd  its 
mate,  and  forfeited  its  life  for  its  fidelity.  The  average 
weight  of  the  Snow  Geese  was  about  5^  lbs.  each, 
and  the  Hcsh  is  sweet  and  well  flavoured. 

The  first  apjiearance  of  water  on  the  ice,  was 
observed  on  the  16th — a  pool  a  few  inches  deep 
having  formed;  and  on  Uic  21st,  the  tirst  rain  of  the 
season  fell.  The  thaw  afterwards  progressed  more 
rapidly,  and  numerous  pools  of  water  formed  on  the 
floe  and  land ;  indeed,  the  water  had  bcgim  to  mn 
throujjh  tile  ravines,  the  sound  of  which  fell  delight- 
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fully  on  tbe  ear,  utnld  the  death-like  stillness  thnt 
pri'.viiilcd.  There  is  a  feeling  of  cnjoj-uient  one 
experiences  in  these  solitary  raniblus  over  the  most 
<le8oIatc  regions  uf  Ihu  globe,  while  contemplating  the 
profp-essive  seaeonnl  clmnges,  that  wo  hope  are  to 
work  our  ilehvorancc,  and  frue  us  from  the  gloom  of 
Arctic  life,  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  convey  an  nc- 
curatc  idea, 

On  the  17tb,  1  proceedod  with  an  attendant  to  the 
hills  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bay,  to  direct  the 
rcniovfd  of  some  specimens,  and  complete  my  geo- 
logital  examiniition  of  the  land.  In  my  cours«  I 
visited  two  small  islunds  in  the  centre  of  the  Buy ; 
tbcy  possessed  no  interest,  except  in  afibnling  evidence 
of  their  having  been  at  one  period  visited  by  ttio  Bs- 
quimnni  in  their  migration  along  the  const.  A  few 
large  masses  of  aaiKUtonc  and  cbiy-slate  were  collected 
on  their  summits,  and  a  sort  of  embiuikment  was 
thrown  iijt  around  them,  from  the  pressure  of  ice.  The 
larger  of  the  two  is  about  one-third  of  a  mile  in 
length,  31*0  yards  broiul,  and  about  thlily  feet  high 
in  its  centre,  and  has  l>c«n  apparently  upheaved  (i-om 
the  bed  of  the  sea.  The  physical  aspect  of  the  land 
partakes  of  the  same  in^'gular,  hilly  character  as  other 
h)calities  I  have  elsewhere  sjjokcn  of.  Tlic  soil  is 
sandy,  but  in  the  ravines  and  valleys  it  is  mixed  with 
alluvium  forming  a  lich  loam,  which  highly  favours 
vegetation,  and  affords  good  pasturage  for  the  hungry 
denizens  of  its  wilds.      Clay-state,  sandstone,  clay« 
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ironstone,  ealcaruous  am!  granitic  pebbles  everywhere 
abound,  ami  form  tiie  superficial  covering  of  the  land, 
with  hoiildcrs  of  Plutonic  oiigiii  acattcrcd  here  and 
there  over  its  surface,  particularly  on  the  ■  summits  of 
the  higher  lands.  At  the  soutli-cnd  of  the  liny  and 
about  700  yards  from  tlie  beach,  whieb  in  flat  nnd 
SB'iuTipy,  tlierc  U  a  rc^niarkable  limestone  fonnation, 
rising  almost  vertically  to  tlic  height  of  bW  feet, 
amidst  a  large  collection  of  debris  and  huge  masses 
of  the  parent  rock — forming  a  foruiidable  outwork , 
at  its  base,  resulting  from  ages  of  disiiitugratiou.  Its 
ehiiriurter  is  mountain  limesitone,  and  contained-^ 
fossils.  The  species  were  less  numerous  thtiu  those 
met  with  at  Cape  CrozJer,  Encrinites,  Corallines^ 
Tcrcbrati^te,  Pcctcn,  Cardiutn,  Producta,  and  a  few 
others.  Extending  inland,  and  iu  a  north-east  direc- 
tion, a  chain  of  isolated  table  hills  are  met  with,  pas- 
scssing  a  like  general  appearance  and  geological 
character.  The  northern  coast  of  Haniig  Island,  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  (Banks'  Land) 
is  composed  of  a  dark-brown  sandstone,  forming  a 
chain  of  rather  precipitous  cUds  from  500  to  ()00  feet 
high,  in  which  pieces  of  coal  {Anthracite)  have  been 
found. 

Tlic  excursion  was  a  harussing  one,  from  the  pro- 
gress of  thaw — our  course  lay  thrutigh  soft  snow  and 
water,  which  so  benumbed  the  feet  and  legs,  that  we 
were  frequently  ohlige<l  to  stop,  remove  our  boots  and 
stockings,  and  by  friction  reatore  suspended  anima- 


OEEAT   NORTQERIt    DIVEB. 


5S0 


tion,  na  the  worst  frost-biles  result  from  this  cause. 
We  renchcd  the  ship  considerably  cxhaiisted  after  ten 
hours  constant  exertion.  Two  Hears  were  seen  on 
the  23rd,  niraut  half  a  mile  to  the  northward,  moving 
loisuruly  about.  A  few  of  us  sallied  out  in  pursmt, 
but  they  went  off  before  wc  could  reach  theiu,  and 
the  flat  ice  afforded  no  cover  by  which  we  could 
api>ronch  them  unobserved ;  this  is  another  instJiiiec 
of  their  shunning  unucd  men.  A  fine  specimen  of 
the  Red-throated  Dwer  (Colymbm  Septevirionatis)  was 
shot — the  first  we  hml  obtained — seveml  othcre  were 
Jed  Afterwards,  as  they  came  up  in  considerable 
nunibeis  when  the  water  began  to  form.  A  Deer  was 
shot  on  the  24th,  and  left  on  the  litnd,  but  the  place 
was  considered  too  tlistant  to  send  a  parly  for  it.  We 
thought,  however,  it  was  much  too  valuable  a  prize  to 
be  left  a  prey  to  the  Wolves  and  I'oxca ;  and  the  chances 
then;  still  existed  of  procuring  a  part,  if  not  the  whole 

:of  the  animal,  reconciled  us  to  the  fatigue  of  a  journey, 
it  would  become  the  property  of  those  who  would 

''liring  it  on  board ;  wc  therefore  agreed  to  make  an 
effort  for  its  recovery.  Accordingly  in  the  evening, 
a  party  of  five  left  the  ship — two  officers  from  the  gun- 
room, two  warrant  officeis,  and  one  of  the  men ; 
and  after  a  long  and  harassing  march  found  the  Deer. 
The  men  at  once  set  about  skinning  and  quiirtcring 
the  carcase,  and  having  effected  this,  four  of  them  took 
«ach  a  quarter,  the  fifth  the  head,  imd  two  Hares 
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which  they  hnd  shot.  They  Tctnmcd  to  the  ship,  bring- 
ing a  most  acceptable  addition  to  our  scanty  fam. 

The  thaw  did  not  progiess  this  season  with  the 
same  degree  of  rnpidity  as  in  tlie  previous  summer; 
water  did  not  form  on  the  ice  till  after  the  firet  rain, 
and  the  snow  but  slowly  and  partially  disap])cnTcd 
from  the  land.  As  it  did  so,  liowe^'cr,  Arctic  Tegetn- 
tion  commenced  ^tith  its  usual  rapidity,  and  tlic 
stunted  Dora  of  the  north,  arrayed  in  all  their 
siuiplicity  and  beauty,  moat  pleasingly  adorned  tlic 
surface  of  the  barren  soil ;  scattered  here  and  there, 
wherever  the  fostering  sunshine  nurtured  their  growtli, 
and  the  bligliting  influence  of  the  chilling  wind  could 
not  assail  them,  during  the  short  summer  of  their 
existence. 

The  weather  during  the  month  of  June  formed  a 
marked  contrast  to  that  met  with,  at  the  same  season 
in  temporate  chmatcs — the  mean  tcmperaturu  was 
31"  5',  being  9°  less  than  the  previous  year.  Snow  fell  on 
twenty,  and  rain  on  four  days,  and  strong  north-west 
and  south-west  winds  generally  prevailed.  The  mean 
thickness  of  ice  was  foimd  to  be  7  feet  2  inches — thus 
showing  an  increase  of  three  inches  during  the  month ; 
by  no  means  a  eheetiug  eireumstancc,  when  compaied 
with  that  of  last  year,  their  being  then  n  decrease  of 
two  feet  two  inches.  The  hunting  was  not  so 
successful  as  in  May — we  had  shot  eight  Keindeer, 
twdre  Hares  antl  about  eighty  Ptarmigan  and  wild 
fowl,  of  the  species  I  have  rlscwhcrc  mentioned. 
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Tlic  monthly  inspection  of  the  crew,  liad,  since 
February,  revealed  a  state  of  things  in  eiich  successive 
month,  less  siitisfactory  than  the  prcoeding;  this  I, 
on  each  occasion,  duly  rcpix'seiited  in  the  proper  quar- 
ter, and  a-commended  what  I  considered  necessary  to 
obviate  the  growing  evil.  On  the  1st  of  July, 
however,  I  found  that  the  scorbutic  taint  was  be- 
coming ao  generally  dcvclo{>ed  with  a  daily  iucrcnsing 
sick  list,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  strongly  to  represent 
the  great  necessity  there  existed  of  placing  the  ship's 
comjMiiiy  on  a  more' liberal  scale  of  diet,  and  on  a 
lui^er  pro|K>rtion  of  vegetable  food,  with  a  view  of 
oncsting,  if  possible,  the  progress  of  scurvy.  If  the 
resources  of  the  ship  were  not  sufficieut  to  coutinue 
the  full  uUownnce  of  provisions  throughout  another 
winter,  (if  destined  to  spend  u  third  within  the  Arctic 
circle,)  I  pointed  out  the  nt-cessity  there  existed,  and 
the  nniount  of  good  that  could  not  fait  to  result  from 
the  adoption  of  this  course  for  n  period  of  at  least 
three  months:  as  it  would  enable  the  men  better  to 
ivithstand  (be  Ubour  which  must  ensue  on  the  break- 
iug  up  of  the  ice.  For  in  the  event  of  our  liberation, 
and  making  some  easterly  progress,  of  which  we  had 
every  reason  to  hope,  so  as  to  get  within  an  availnlile 
distance  of  sonic  of  the  dojx>ts  in  that  direction,  we 
could  then,  of  course,  have  nothing  to  regret.  Ae- 
simiing  that  should  we  be  so  unfortunate  as  not  to 
euooced  in  either,  it  would  partially  at  least  recruit 
the  strength  of  ttie  crew,  and  fortify  thcni  in  some 
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degree  against  the  rigour  of  nnotber  winter,  which 
would,  I  feared,  prove  fatal  to  some,  and   be  most 
severely  felt  by  all.     To  these  sugge&tions,  Captain 
l^rClurc  dccUocd  to  accede,  or  to  iiinke  any  additioD 
whatever  to  the  then  scanty  allovrauce  of  provisions. 
Their  debilitated  state  at  the  time  was  in  a  great 
degree  produced  from  the  vast  amount  of  physical 
exertion  entailed  by   the  himting  and  other  work, 
followed  by  fatigue  and  cxluiustion,  without  having 
food  sufficient  to  repair  the  waste  of  body.      The 
severe  and  tiying  work  which' the  numerous  sledge 
parties  endured,  in  bringing  on  baird  the  product  of 
the  chase  in  long  and  harassing  journeys,  over  a 
rugged,  snow  covered  laad,  tended  largely  also  to 
favour  it    From  a  chain  of  causation  so  direct,  there 
conid  be  little  difficult  in  tracing  the  state  of  the 
sick  list  at  this  period ;   nearly    one  third  of  the 
men   were  placed  on    it    with    scurvy    in  various 
stages  of  development,  and  all  coniplmned  cS  de- 
bility. 

Our  stock  of  venison  was  then  exliausted,  and  we 
could  only  depend  on  what  small  game  we  could 
procure.  Shooting  was  becoming  very  trying  to  owo 
already  much  debilitated,  from  the  quantity  of  water 
everywhere  met  with  on  tJic  floe  and  the  land,  through 
which  we  were  neoessarily  obliged  to  wade.  The 
lower  half  of  the  body  was,  therefote,  always 
thoroughly  drenched  in  these  excursions,  as  we  found 
ifc  IcM  fatiguing,  wading  in  the  water  tlian  walking 
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over  the  lantL  We  were  not  destined,  however,  to 
be  long  without  fresh  meat.  On  the  Sth,the  Serjeant 
of  Marines  left  the  ship  about  noon,  and  some  hours 
later,  when  rotuniing,  he  observed  two  Musk  Oxen 
Ijing  down — one  of  them  asleep.  He  was  able  to 
advnnoc  within  130  yards,  when  he  fired  and  wounded 
the  laiger;  both  had  at  this  time  got  on  their  Icga. 
On  the  receipt  of  the  first  wound,  which  did  not 
appear  to  affect  him  in  the  least,  the  animd  ap- 
proached with  a  most  ferocious  aspect  uutU  distant 
about  forty  yarJs,  when  he  stood  as  if  about  to  make 
a  charge ;  his  assailant  again  fired,  and  again  wounded 
him,  but  he  still  remained  in  the  same  attitude.  'ITie 
other  had  by  this  time  approached  more  closely,  and 
with  tlie  vi«w  of  securing  both  by  disabling  the 
second,  he  fired  and  wounded  him  ;  the  animal  be- 
came enraged,  and,  although  less  formidable  looking 
than  the  other,  advanced  more  coumgeoiisly.  The 
Sergeant,  in  the  mean  time,  reloaded  and  fired  his 
fifth  and  last  ball  at  Ids  first  antagonist  who  stilt 
remained  in  the  same  position — the  missile  struck 
him  in  the  centre  of  the  forehead,  passed  through  his 
brain  aitd  he  fell  to  the  ground.  Ilia  ball  cartridge 
having  been  then  expanded,  he  qnickly  reloaded  and 
finwl  the  screw  of  his  ramrod  at  the  second  animal, 
which  had  approached  more  closely,  and  wounded  him 
in  the  neck,  when  he  fiercely  advanced  to  a  distance 
of  only  a  few  feet.  Thinking  he  was  about  to  make  a 
finui  rush,  us  a  last  ruaourcc,  he  fired  his  ramrod. 


534 


TOK    KORTU-tVKBT    I-ASSAOK. 


which  entered  at  the  left  fore-shoiilder,  pnsseil 
diagonnllip'  tlirough  liis  bodr  siid  out  at  Iiis  right 
flank,  inflicting  a  futol,  raking  wound ;  and  he  fcU 
lifeless  at  his  foct.  Thus  b)*  his  own  eSbrts,  be  had 
accomplished  the  greatest  sporting  feat,  and  one, 
attended  with  the  greatest  aniutmt  uf  good  that  had 
yet  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  individual  amongst  us. 
On  the  following  morning,  the  9t.li,  two  sledges  were 
dispatched  to  the  scene  of  the  previous  day's  exploit, 
but  did  not  rctuni  until  5  p.m.  The  party  were 
much  exhausted,  some  being  biucly  able  to  reach  the 
ship.  One  of  the  sledges  lind  slipped  off  the  bank 
into  the  water  that  bad  formed  along  the  shore, 
carrying  with  it  one  of  the  men.  ][e  tenacionsly 
clung  to  the  sicdgc,  which  floated  in  deep  water,  and 
in  about  fifteen  minutes  they  succeeded  in  bringing 
all  in  safety  to  Innd.  The  mon  was  nearly  lifeless 
from  this  short  immersion  in  icy  cold  water,  and  it 
was  only  with  difficulty  that  they  succeeded  in 
estabhshing  reaction  after  the  lapse  of  a  considcrnblti 
time.  The  larger  of  the  two  Oxen,  was  even  in 
death,  one  of  the  roost  formidable  looking  animals  I 
have  seen.  He  measured  seven  and  b  half  feet  in 
length,  six  and  a  half  in  circumference,  and  was  7G7 
pounds  in  weight — viz.  meat  374  pounds,  head  and 
skin  1  -to  pounds,  other  parts  2  53  pounds ;  the 
stomach  was  one  of  the  most  capacious  receptacles  for 
food  that  had  come  luuler  my  observation,  and 
measured  thirty<ninc  inches  by  twenty-seven  inches. 
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Jhe  other  nnirnnl  was  younger  and  smiiUer,  and  a 
3nalc  likewise  ;  it  weiglicd  dG5  pounds,  nitd  afiurdud 
lis  273  pounds  of  meat.  Both  were  in  excellent 
condition,  and  the  sight  of  such  beef  was  quite  a 
novelty, — we  feasted  our  eyes  on  it  for  the  remainder 
of  the  evening. 

The  Musk  Ox  (Bos  Moschatus,)  is  essentially  an 
inhabitant  of  the  jVrctic  Circle,  seldom  ranging  far 
to  the  southward  of  it,  and  is  found  most  abun- 
dantly on  the  north-eastern  lands  of  America,  and 
as  far  north  as  latitude  77°.  These  animals  are  met 
with  singly  and  in  herils — the  latter  generally  from  five 
to  6fteen  ;  but  at  Melville  Island — as  many  as  seventy 
have  been  seen  together.  Their  favourite  R-sort  a[)- 
puars  to  be  the  ravines  and  valleys,  particularly  those 
along  the  coast,  where  iu  summer  the  pastunige  is 
more  abundant.  It  would  appear  that  they  advance  to 
the  northward  us  the  snow  disappears  from  the  land, 
although  many  are  its  constant  occupants,  and  have 
been  shot  throughout  the  winter.  Wlicn  met  with, 
either  singly  or  iu  herds,  they  show  hut  httle  alarm 
on  the  approach  of  the  himter;  when  in  herds,  the 
yoimgcr  animals  are  kept  in  the  rear,  the  dder  in 
front ;  and  Banking  them,  in  this  way,  they  will  allow  a 
hunter  to  approach  within,  twenty  or  thirty  yai-da  of 
them,  and  steadily  receive  his  fire.  They  then 
become  an  easy  prey  to  expert  or  skilful  hunters,  and 
J  bavo  known  several  instances  where  whole  herds 
have  bceu  decimated  without  moving  more  than  a 
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fevr  yardii  from  their  original  |)ositioii.  TIh:  sudden- 
ness of  the  attack  appears  to  frighten  thcni,  and 
pnnent  t)icir  flight,  and  froui  the  great  perental 
solicitude  they  evinoe  for  their  yoang,  a  wdl- 
directed  attack  of  a  few  hunters  seldom  fails  of  com- 
plete success.  They  often  become  ferocious  when 
wounded — nuincroas  instances  have  occurred,  where 
they  rushed  at  the  assaihint,  and  were  only  amated 
in  their  course  by  u  fafid  shot.  The  meat  is  of  ex- 
cclkmt  quality,  piuiiculnriy  in  the  auturan,  and  in 
taste  resembles  beef,  nitli  the  exception  of  its  halving 
a  slight  musky  flavour,  particularly  if  eaten  soon  after 
it  is  killed.  This  ia  stronger  in  the  blood  of  the 
auima!  than  In  tho  flesh,  from  which  it  is  exhaled  aa 
the  foruier  Bows  from  the  body — it  is  also  met  with 
in  the  viscera  in  a  marked  degree,  but  not  to  audi  an 
extent  as  to  render  it  disagreeable  to  the  taste  ;  in  the 
young  animab  it  is  almost  entirely  absent.  "nie 
colour  of  the  Musk  Ox  is  of  a  dork  brown.  One  wm 
seen  by  a  travelling  pnrty  on  Melville  Island  in  a  largo 
herd,  of  a  pure  milk-white — the  only  instance,  1 
believe,  on  record.  The  inner  wool  is  of  the  finest 
description,  and  capable  of  forming  the  most  bcaa< 
tiful  fabrics  manufactured. 

On  the  13th,  two  of  the  great  Northern  Direr 
{Colymbus  QhciaUs,)  were  shot  in  a  small  lake  near 
the  ship.  Some  idea  of  the  density  of  plumage  and 
thickness  of  the  skiu  may  be  formed,  from  tbu  fact, 
that  they  each  received  six  well  directed  shots  bcCore 
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they  were  killed.  They  were  each  32  inches  high, 
nnd  53  inches  in  the  expanse  of  \vings,  and  weighed 
10^  lbs.  and  U^'bs.  respectively;  they  were  very 
beautiful  birds,  and  the  first  we  bad  seen.  About 
the  sonie  time  a  couple  of  Stoata  {Mustela  Erminea,) 
were  killed,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  been 
hitherto  met  with  in  so  high  a  latitude. 

One  of  our  men,  (Wm.  Whitfield,)  who  had  gone  the 
previous  evening  to  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  suddenly 
found  hinisclf  close  to  a  Bear,  which  had  advanced 
within  30  fett  of  him  and  there  stood.  Considering 
it  imprudent  to  attempt  to  retreat,  he  ]>re[)ured  to  act 
OD  the  defensive  only,  brought  the  gun  to  his  shoulder 
end  fearlessly  awaited  the  expected  attack ;  when 
another  Bear  appeared  in  sight,  and  came  up  at  a 
brisk  pace  within  about  40  yards  of  hun,  and  bolted. 
Id  this  position  the  three  stood  for  the  space  of 
several  minutes,  when  to  his  inexpressible  delight, 
he  was  relieved  from  this  most  unenviable  sitiwtion, 
by  their  turning  round  and  widking  off  to  seawanl ; 
he  then  made  all  possible  haste  to  the  ship,  rejoicing 
at  his  narrow  escape. 

"  The  Brent  Gccsc,  Pin-tail  and  Long-tailed  Ducks 
were  about  this  time  very  numerous,  and  many  were 
shot ;  the  former  Ixrcame  an  easy  prcj-,  as  they  wen: 
moulting,  and  we  frequently  ran  them  down  on  (he 
land. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month,  the  ico  vaa 
retorted  to  be  in  motion  outside  the  harbour,  but  no 
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water  was  yet  visible.     \Ve  fancied  the  distant  fiound 
of  running  water  iiiigLt  have  been  mistaken  for  It. 

On  the  33rd,  two  Soala  (.Phoca  Vitulina)  were 
killed,  and  proved  a  vroloomo  ndditiou  (o  our  iD«n. 
Ooo  wag  sliot  in  tlic  open  water  running  nlong  tho 
shore,  and  the  other  was  killed  in  rather  a  novel  st}'tc 
by  Mr.  Pilars.  He  was  ivtunung  on  bourd  after  an 
UDsuccesdrul  morning's  sjMrt,  and  saw  Ihu  Seal  Baloq> 
on  the  ice  near  its  hole.  Ho  succeeded  in  walking 
up  close  to  it,  and  with  &  well  diivctcd  blow  on  the 
bead  with  tho  butt  of  his  gun,  killed  it  on  the  apoU 
This  was  tbo  more  strange,  as  wo  had  ever  found  Ihu 
gftatest  dittivolty  tu  apiitonching  tliese  wary  miinuda. 
It  weighed  ninety  pounds,  and  was  four  feet  in  letigtli 
with  a  good  coating  of  blubber.  The  fiesh  is  of  a 
dark  colour,  witliout  much  llavour,  ciceirt  that  oily 
taste  imparled  to  il  by  adhering  fragments  of  blubber, 
but  keon  appetites  required  no  relish  for  food,  which 
necocsity  only  compt-Uvd  us  to  cut.  Indeed,  at  thin 
time  in  our  hunting  excursions,  the  smaller  birds 
when  they  coiJd  be  procured,  were  eagerly  ealeu  whikj 
yet  warnt  and  raw  by  the  hungry  hunter. 

On  the  3lsl,  cjkd  water  was  seen  from  the  high 
land,  extending  for  some  distance  outside  the  boun* 
darics  of  the  bay,  and  as  tho  ice  was  entirely  tie- 
toched  from  the  sliore  by  a  uarFow  lane  of  water, 
wo  earnestly  hoped  for  on  early  release  Towards  tbo 
middh)  of  July,  Sorrel  {Rumrx  Domtsticus)  and 
Scurvy   Grass    {Co^hlcaria   O^cimiUs)    made    llicir 
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flppcaranoe  on  the  land — the  former  in  tonsitlen^lc 
libunduiicti — audbciug  fully  Uupressedwitbthyir  value, 
Tinder  present  circumstances,  as  antiscorbulic  ageiils. 
I  represented  tlic  necessity  there  existed  of  using  otir 
best  efforts  in  procuring  them,  and  the  good  cfiects 
which  Mould  certainly  attend  their  regiJar  issue  to 
the  ship's  company.  In  furtherance  of  this  object,  a 
number  of  the  men  were  daily  employed  in  gathering 
the  Sorrel, — the  Scurvy  Gmaa  being  sc^ircc, — and  the 
quantity  obtained  was  such  as  to  aflbrd  a  small 
allowance  to  each  man  daily,  afler  the  wants  of  the 
sick  were  supplied.  Tlie  Sorrel,  when  eaten  »loue,  or 
with  the  addition  of  a  little  vinegar  and  mustard, 
forms  n  most  agreeable  and  excellent  salad,  highly 
relished  and  eagerly  sought  for  by  all.  When  boiled, 
and  eoten  as  a  vegetable,  it  was  a  valuable  addition 
to  our  scanty  meal,  but  appeared  to  me,  to  be  less 
efficacious  as  an  antiscorbutic  agent  in  the  hitter  state 
than  in  the  former,  in  which  way  I  should  recom- 
mend it  to  be  used.  I  hud  lunple  evidence  of  tho 
bcnclicial  effects  resulting  from  its  use;  for  on  tlie  l&l 
of  Angust,  I  could  clearly  discern  an  improvement  in 
the  general  appearance  of  the  men,  and  the  majority 
expressed  themselves  as  feeling  generally  better  than 
they  hud  done  a  month  previous.  1  i^houUl  alao 
mention  thnt  during  this  time,  they  were  able  to  pro- 
cure Ducks,  Geese,  and  other  birds  occasionally,  each 
man  being  allowed  to  retain  for  his  mess  the  small 
game  he  shot,  which  ever  proved  n  most  acceptable 
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addition  to  it.  For  a  short  period,  therefore,  the  evil 
U'hicb  tiireateaed  u&  appeared  to  be  partially  arrested ; 
clearly  proving  the  neocssity  there  existed  for  &csh 
vegetable  and  anitnal  food. 

As  August  cnme  aji.d  advanced,  wc  continued  to 
watch  the  state  of  the  ice  with  daily  increasing  in- 
terest and  anxiety.  Open  water  was  again  joyfully 
reported  on  the  10th,  seen  from  the  high  lands  in  our' 
vicinity,  off  the  entrance  of  the  btty,  outside  which 
the  ice  appeared  in  motion,  but  as  yet  the  bay-ice 
remained  quite  stationary,  and  the  persistence  of 
northerly  and  north-west  winds  proved  highly  nn- 
favoumble,  by  blocking  up  the  entrance,  and  thereby 
preventing  the  ice  from  setting  out  of  it.  As  may 
readily  be  supposed,  winds  from  an  opposite  quarter 
would  have  hod  ao  opposite  effect;  and  strong 
suuthcrly  winds  were  now  anxiously  looked  for,  t«  Bct 
the  seaward  ice  off  shore,  and  facilitate  the  escape  of 
that  in  the  bay.  I  should  mention  that  the  posititm 
of  the  ship  in  this  ever  to  be  rcmenibeied  locality,' 
was  a  somewhat  peculiar  one.  The  bay,  in  which  we 
wei^  was  irregularly  funnel-shaped  in  appearance, 
fifteen  miles  deep,  and  seven  broad  at  its  entrance ; 
aliout  this  were  numerous  shoals  on  which  the  ice  wns 
grounded  ;  those  on  either  shore  were  separated  from  it 
by  a  channel  of  considerable  depth.  From  the  points, 
that  flanked  the  entrance,  we  had  taken  up  n  position 
the  previous  year,  nine  miles  distant  in  four  fathoms 
water,  and  about  600  yards  from  its  western  shore 
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— tlio  bay  itself  presented  a  northerly  aspect.  In 
it  we  found  the  conipafis  liad  a  variation  of  112" 
easterly.  It  required,  therefore,  a  combination  of  the 
most  faTourafalc  circumstAnccs  to  free  it  &om  its  ioc. 
The  season  was  a  buckward  one,  there  could  be 
no  doubt :  although  the  temperature  of  air  was 
considembly  lower  than  in  the  previous  year,  yet  the 
ice  was  everywhere  detached  from  tho  shores  of  tlie 
boy,  and  as  wc  had  entered  it  so  late  in  September, 
1851,  when  it  was  clear  of  ioc,  we  still  hoped  for,  and 
expected  a  timely  liberation,  provided  the  temperature 
iept  up,  and  the  grcnt  moving  power — strong  southerly 
winds — were-  present.  Uufortutiutuly  in  both  hopes 
we  were  disappointed ;  the  northerly  winds  still  pre- 
vailed, and  the  temperature  fell  steadily,  so  that  on 
the  10th  of  August,  young  ice  had  formed  on  the 
irater,  and  on  the  27th,  it  was  sufficiently  strong  to 
admit  of  our  skating  to  the  shore.  Our  summer  visi- 
tors of  the  feathery  tribe,  wlioae  presence  had  so  Iat<-ly 
cheered  our  hearts,  had  about  this  time  entirely  for- 
saken us;  and  the  land  but  so  nM^eotly  denuded  of  its 
snow,  had  again  ossumed  its  H-intry  garb — too  truth- 
fully declaring,  tluit  the  summer  had  passed,  that 
another  season  hud  commenced,  and  that  the  days  of 
cold  and  darkness  were  again  approaching. 

September  came,  and  before  its  first  week  had 
expired,  all  hope  of  our  liberation  that  season  had 
van!shp<l.  The  more  sanguine  amongst  us  Itad,  up  to 
this  timct  clung  to  the  hope  of  our  being  yet  set  free, 
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iu  consequence  of  the  late  periml  of  tlie  season  we 
liiicl  entered  the  hay ;  but  the  gloomy  prospect  then 
before  us,  dispelled  it  from  our  minds.  \Vc  had, 
therefore,  the  cheerless  and  melancholy  reflection  that 
another  winter,  nt  Icnst,  miut  be  spent  in  the  same 
dreary  locality ;  this,  Jt  is  needless  to  say,  [H-oduced 
a  feeling  of  depression  amongst  our  crew.  We 
had  long  felt  the  wnut  of  sufficit-nt  food,  were  fully 
conscious  of  our  own  increasing  weakness,  and  had 
indiUgcd  too  confidently  in  the  hope,  that  witli  the 
close  of  the  season,  all  the  privations  we  had  hitherto 
endured  ^vould  cease  ;  consequently  in  proportion  to 
the  dt^p^e  of  confidence,  conic  now  the  bitterness  of 
disap]H>ititment. 

It  was  known  that  the  sliip  was  inndcquately 
provisioned  for  another  year,  were  we  to  risk  remaio- 
ing  in  her,  with  the  small  chances  tliero  appeared  of 
gelling  free.  It,  therefore,  became  quite  clear  that 
nl!,  or  a  portion,  of  our  crew  must  leave  the  ship  in 
the  ensuing  spring,  and  that  the  provisions  must  be 
still  further  re<Iuced,  if  she  was  not  totally  abandoned. 
We  remained  in  ignorance  of  Captain  ftl'Clurc'B 
intentions  on  the  matter,  ^mtil  the  8th,  when  they 
were  made  known  to  all  ou  the  quarlrr*dcck. 
That  in  the  ensuing  spring,  he  would  detocli  from 
the  ship  one  half  of  the  crew  in  two  divisions  :  the  larger 
of  wliicli,  consisting  of  the  senior  Ijieuteoant, 
Aseistaut  Surgeon,  two  Mates  and  twenty-two  men, 
would  proceed  to  Cape  S|iencer — distant  about  550 
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miles,  with  provisions  for  forty-five  days — ^where  wc 
iintlcrstood  a  small  depot  had  been  left,  togctlicr  with 
a  boot.  Vroni  thia  locality  as  booh  b$  tlie  scasou 
would  admit,  llicy  were  to  use  tbcir  best  cftbrts  in 
scATchiDg  for  u  wlialer,  or  endoavour  to  reach  some 
point  of  succour  on  tho  distant  shores  of  Baffin's  B»y, 
from  whence  they  might  be  fonvarded  to  Jiiiglaud. 
The  other  and  smaller  party,  consisting  of  the  second 
Lieutenant,  Interpreter  aud  six  men  were  to  proceed 
along  the  shore  of  Banks  T^and,  and  through  the 
Strait  of  Princo  of  Wales  to  the  Princess  Roval  Isles, 
whd'c  wc  bad  left  a  boat  and  depot  of  provisions. 
There  they  were  to  remain  imtil  the  ice  broke  up, 
when  they  were  to  make  on  attempt  to  reach  the 
coiist  of  America,  and  proceed  to  one  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company's  posts  un  the  Mackenzie  River,  whence 
they  wwe  to  be  forwarded  oo,  through  North 
America  to  England.  I  could  only  view  this  coutcm- 
pUted  hazardous  undertaking  in  the  most  serious 
light,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  debilitated  con- 
dition of  the  men.  I  could  arrive  at  no  other 
conclusion  than  that  they  were  utterly  uii6t  for  the 
performance  of  the  .service,  aud  that  they  would  be 
still  luore  so  at  the  expiration  of  eight  months,  after 
having  j>assed  through  the  trying  ordeal  of  a  third 
Arctic  winter,  lb  enable  men  to  undertake  sucli  a 
journey  as  that  by  Cape  Spencer,  it  would  require 
them  to  be  in  n  high  state  of  health  and  vigour; 
even  then,  the  risk  attending  it  would  Ijc  considerable. 
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The  journey  vid  Prince  of  Wales  Strait,  wns  much 
more  likdy  to  prove  disastrous  in  iU  n-suJts.  The 
weakest  of  the  men  were  lo  proceed  hy  this  route, 
some  of  wboiu  votild  be  unable  to  walk ;  nnd  in  tfaeir 
condition,  a  sojuurn  of  three  months  under  coiitss, 
while  waiting  for  the  breaking  np  of  the  ice,  followed 
by  the  severe  labour  necessarily  entailed  in  traits- 
porting  a  boat  throagh  on  ice  encumbered  sea,  when 
barely  able  to  guide  themselves,  could  not  but  cxdte 
the  gravest  apprehensions  amongst  us.  Captain 
M'Clure  liad  been  fully  informed  by  mc,  on  many 
former  occasions,  of  the  state  of  the  men ;  ncvcrthdess, 
1  felt  called  on  again,  to  represent  their  condition,  and 
to  express  my  opinion  of  their  unHtnesa  for  the  per- 
forroancc  of  this  service,  without  entailing  great  and 
inevitable  loss  of  life.      It  had  no  result 

It  only  remained  for  us,  therefore,  to  bear  with 
patience  and  fortitude  the  privations  inseparable  from 
our  situation ;  to  hope  for  strength  and  oourago  to 
meet  and  overcome  those  still  greater,  which  awaited 
US;  ftnd  to  cany  ont  the  proposed  plan,  in  our 
respective  departments  with  nil  the  zeal  and  energy 
the  circumstances  then  imperatively  demanded. 

3:>om  this  date,  the  6th  September,  the  ])Tovisionir 
were  still  further  reduced,  chiefly  in  vegetables — two 
and  a  half  ounces  of  which  was  the  daily  issue ;  the 
quantity  of  meat  issued  was  eight  ounces  daily,  but 
making  due  allowoDce  for  bone  in  the  salt.  unJ  jelly 
in  the  fresh  meat,  the  average  weight  did  not  cxoeed 
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-Six  minces,  which  with  ten  ounces  of  flour  conatitated 
the  allowance  on  wliich  ivc  had  lived  for  tiio  previous 
twelve  months ;  the  articles  tea,  cocoa  and  sugar 
were  issued  in  fractional  parts  of  an  onnce.  That 
this  allowance  is  quite  inadequate  to  maintain  tiealth 
in  an  Arctic  climate,  our  condition  fully  proved ;  much 
less  is  it  able  to  sustain  life  for  any  lengthened  period, 
if  laboriously  engaged  und  exposed  to  the  rigorous 
severity  of  intense  cold. 

The  Lime  juice,  the  regular  issue  of  which  had  been 
Attende<I  with  so  much  previous  good,  was  at  this 
tinte,  likewise,  reduced  to  one  half  tlie  quantity  ;  and 
to  my  great  regret,  no  extra  food  was  allowed  for  the 
sick  under  any  circumstances — the  same  scale  of  diet 
being  ordered  for  all.  Wc  had  previously  felt  much 
the  want  of  food.  As  our  private  mess  slock  had 
been  long  exhausted,  the  officers  were  in  the  same 
position  as  the  men  ;  but  that  fccHng  was  now 
succeeded  by  one  of  absolute  hunger,  the  cravings  of 
which  were  ever  present,  and  the  means  for  satisfying 
it  quite  inadequate.  Since  July  we  liad  faikd  to 
obtain  any  fresh  supplies,  when  the  last  Deer  and 
Musk  Oxen  were  shot — the  latter  (two)  all  that 
had  been  seen  on  this  part  of  the  Imid. 

This  supply  enabled  \is  to  issue  fresh  meat  until 
August.  We  saw  no  Deer  from  ttiis  date  until  the 
last  day  in  October,  when  we  were  fortunate  iu  killing 
tlie  first  of  the  season.  Aftvr  the  oquatie  birds  had 
left  IU,  about  the  middle  of  August,  wo  procured  an 
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occasional  Hare  and  a  few  Ptannigan,  a  proportion  of 
wbicli  I  procured  for  the  sick.  In  November  our 
eflforta  in  the  cliase  wcro  crowned  with  such  success 
that  we  were  enabled  to  comnience  the  issue  of 
venison  three  times  in  a  fortnight,  in  lieu  of  ship's 
provisions  as  before — a  most  welcome  addition  to  oiir 
dietary.  The  ollowmicc  of  food  was  so  siuhII,  niid 
shnuilc  so  much  when  boiled  or  cooked,  that  it  men^ly 
afforded  a  few  nioiithfuLs  to  each,  and  failed  to  satisfy 
the  keen  craving  of  the  appetite.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  practice  of  eating  the  salt  beef  and  jrark 
raw,  and  the  preserved  meat  cold  or  in  a  half  frozen 
State,  was  almost  universally  ado]>ted  by  both  officers 
and  men;  and  what  under  other  circiwistances  would 
appear  rcvdting,  was  then  eaten  and  enjoyed  with 
a  degree  of  avidity  and  relish,  wliich  must  be  expe- 
rienced to  be  fully  understood ;  and  this,  the  pangs  of 
hunger  alone  prompted  us  to  do. 

This  was  niJide  known  to  Captaui  M'CIiut:,  as  1 
fell  satisfied  it  would  euutributc  much  towards  the 
deterioration  of  health,  and  to  the  further  develop- 
ment of  a  scorbutic  diathesis ;  btil  it  went  on  uninter- 
ruptedly. The  feeling  which  prompted  us  to  the 
adoption  of  the  practice,  appeared  to  be  but  little 
under  the  control  of  the  vnW  ;  and  thu  natural  repug- 
nance to  raw  meat,  once  overcome,  it  was  not  easy  for 
hungry  men  to  relinquish  this  more  satisfactoiy 
mode  of  ooDsuuiing  it. 

T\\e  cireuMistaDccs  in  which  we  were  placed  ap- 
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pearod,  in  some  degree,  to  have  altcreil  ninn's  untiirc; 
tlie  privations  were  endured  with  a  degree  of  manly 
fortitude,  pnticncc,  aud  cadurancc,  which  vras  most 
laudable;  but  all  felt  that  the  time  had  arrived  when 
their  own  personal  watits  required  to  be  attcridc<1 
to,  and  the  lUIowaiice  of  food  to  be  carefully  and 
strictly  dividwl. 

In  the  Gun-room,  each  olfic^r  took  charge,  in  succes- 
sion, of  the  daily  rations  as  they  were  issued  from  the 
Paymaater,  wliich  lie  divided  into  portions  corrca[>ond- 
ing  to  our  numbers,  and  these  were  drawn  for  by  lot. 
It  was  gcnernlly  efltcii  at  one  uieal,  (aud  that  a  very 
scanty  one),  unless  we  could  practice  satHcieiit  self- 
denial,  to  save  a  mouthful  of  bread  for  a  little  weak 
tea  or  cocoa,  morning  and  evening.  We  also  had  an 
"  officer  of  the  day"  to  take  chaise  of  the  coals,  (from 
8  to  12  lbs.)*  to  see  that  they  were  carefully  burned 
at  those  periods  of  the  day  when  we  could  afford  to 
light  a  tire. 

The  quantity  of  oil  was  also  ver}-  small,  which  only 
enabled  us  to  have  lights  at  certain  periods  of  the  day ; 
at  other  times  we  had  tijc  option  of  eitlier  walking  on 
deck,  or  sitting  in  the  dark.  Under  all  these  circum- 
stances, lamentable  as  it  was  to  see  a  body  of  British 
officers  Hving  in  such  a  state,  the  amenities  and 
courtesies  of  the  mesa  tabks  were  ever  most  strictly 
oW'rvcd.  Every  thing  that  Itad  life  wim  eagerly 
sought  and  eaten,  and  in  the  officer's  mess,  Seals, 
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Foxes,  and  Lemmings  or  Field  Mice,  were  alwaj'9 
a  most  welcome  additioti  to  our  fare. 

Early  in  October,  (4th),  tlie  ship's  company  having 
keenly  experienced  the  cravings  of  hanger  for  a  long 
time,  bat  lately  with  more  severity  than  before,  eaiac 
on  the  qnarter-deeft  in  a  body,  to  ask  for  more  food 
— to  their  application,  Captain  M'Clure  refused  to 
accede.  At  tliis  time,  also,  the  effects  of  cold  and 
hunger  began  to  be  Tciy  seriously  felt,  as  evidenced 
in  the  number  of  adoiissiona  to  tbo  sick  list — more 
numerous  than  at  any  former  period— with  diseases, 
resulting  from  these  canscs.  The  season  set  in 
colder  than  on  any  former  occasion,  and  everything 
foretold  that  the  coming  winter  was  likely  to  prove  a 
SCTCTC  one — our  prospect  presented  an  indescribable 
picture  of  gloom  and  misery. 

This  proved  a  very  trying  period — the  decks  were  in 
a  most  niiconiforlable  state,  as  none  felt  disposed  to 
take  more  exercise  than  that  pre^scrihed  in  the  usual 
daily  routine,  which  was  curtailed  by  an  hour  from 
what  it  had  been  the  previous  winters.  The  air  below 
being  of  the  unhealthy  character  I  have  bcforo 
observed,  favoured  in  n  high  degree  the  abstraction 
of  caloric ;  the  temperature  of  the  lower  stratum,  or  that 
near  the  deck,  was  several  degrees  below  freezing, 
while  that  in  the  upper,  was  an  equal  number,  6!^  or 
8°  above  it,  and  fturchargcd  with  moisture.  The  men 
wers  constantly  complaining  of  the  cold,  which  was 
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Hot  to  be  wondered  ot,  cousidvring  thu  nature  of  the 
atmosphere  surrouudiug  them,  id  which  they  sat, 
slept  nnd  ntc ;  the  discomfort  of  which  was  ouly 
equalled  by  its  insalubrity,  as  the  sick  list  then  but 
too  fully  proved. 

The  usual  winter  preparations  of  housing  in,  snow- 
ing the  upper  deck,  &c.,  were  deferred  until  a  period, 
later  than  heretofore,  witli  a  view  of  economizing  the 
lights  which  were  l)ccoming  scarce ;  and  it  waa  not 
until  daylight  was  no  longer  available  that  these  ope- 
rations were  completed — as  we  hoped  for  the  lost 
time. 

The  Sun  took  his  departure  on  the  7tb  Novem- 
ber, and  we  were  again,  for  the  third  time,  shrouded 
in  a  mantle  of  darkness  with  its  usual  checrlessncss 
and  gloom.  Our  chief  occupation  at  this  time  waa 
the  chase ;  now  become  more  than  ever  a  matter 
of  duty  for  all  to  engage  in  who  could ;  and  as 
our  necessities  were  urgent,  our  best  energies 
were  devote;!  to  it.  The  men  had  become  dispirited, 
from  feeling  their  own  inability  to  make  the  same  ex- 
ertions they  had  formerly  done,  they  therefore  did 
nut  tike  the  same  active  part  in  the  hunting  as  here- 
tofore, and  before  the  close  of  the  year,  they  liad 
almost  ce;iscd  to  take  any  part  in  it,  with  one  or  two 
laudable  exceptions.*     The  entire  weight  of  this  duty, 

*  In  connection  with  this  nibject,  I  muat  mention  ibe  nnme 
of  Jismfs  Nflmn,  one  of  cnr  ctcv,  a  young  msn  of  good 
rducttion  and  abilitj,   an  uniTcrsaJ   favourite  in  the  ihtp;  lio 
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coTiswuu'iiUy,  fell  OH  thu  officers,  who  continued 
their  exertions  with  a  degree  of  ngonr  and  activity 
b«yoiul  all  pniisL',  lliroughout  the  darkest  days  of  uu 
Arctic  winter,  nnd  of  the  coldest  on  record;  they 
were  rewarded  with  a  success  worthy  of  their  efforts. 
I  have  elsewhere  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  Rein- 
deer never  left  our  neighbourhood  the  previous  year ; 
this  proved  to  be  tht;  case,  and  we  were  signally  for- 
tunate in  meeting  with  theiu  nearer  the  ship  tlum 
at  any  former  time, — ^tliey,  togetlier  with  an  occo- 
siodiil  Ptarmigan  and  Hare,  were  shot  at  every  pericwl 
of  the  season. 

If  difficulties  were  encountered  and  privations 
endured  in  the  early  spring  months.  I  ueed  nut  say 
how  many  additional  were  superadded,  when  the 
land  was  shrouded  in  darkness, — moon  and  starlight 
aloue  enabling  us  laintly  to  disocra  the  outline  of  the 
object  of  which  we  were  in  eager  and  anxious  pursuiL 
No  temperature  however  low,  sometimes  to  fio''  below 
zero,  detained  us  from  the  pursuit,  if  uuaceompnnicd 
by  wind ;  but  the  latter,  even  in  a  slight  <lcgrce, 
proved  unendurable.  It  was,  therefore,  a  common 
circumstance  to  find  a  hunter  return,  so  be- 
numbed and  helpless  as  to  be  barely  able  to  reach 
the  ship,  and  with  utterance  so  impaired,  as  to 
render  his  speech  difficult  to   be  uudemtood,    until 

by  his  eiertKuis  in  huDtiog,  hit  chwrful  clivacUr  an<l  oiKcr 
ffy>i  <)UAliUc«.  cvi'f  a«)uittv<l  lumKlf  in  our  tryiug  s^rv-icc  id  » 
most  creditable  nmuuct. 
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rest  and  warmtli  restored  those  powers  of  nnturo,  cold 
and  bungcr  had  well  oigb  exhausted. 

Stirring  incideota  of  sport  and  hair-braodth  es- 
capes were,  therefore,  frequent.  On  the  4th  of 
DecendKsr  while  in  pursuit  of  Reindeer  at  a  tem- 
perature of  S&^  below  zero,  my  gun  burst  in  my 
hands  when  in  the  uct  of  firing ;  j^bnttering  the  stock, 
bnt  fortunately  iiijuriog  me  but  little.  It  resulted 
from  my  inability  to  send  the  ball  '  home,'  having 
been  severely  frost-bittcn  in  tlic  act.  A  similar  cir- 
cumstance occurred,  on  the  following  day,  to  one  of 
our  men.  The  blood  of  the  Deer  that  were  killed  waa, 
at  this  time,  eagerly  druak  by  the  hmitcr  as  it  ilowed 
fre«h  and  warm  from  the  wound,  for  the  Tivifying 
and  sustaining  inQuence  it  exercised ;  but  ns  it  froze 
on  tlic  face  as  it  flowed,  be  presented  a  Jrigbtful 
spectacle  on  coming  on  board. 

Two  or  three,  at  least,  from  our  mess,  went  out 
ench  day ;  but  to  enable  us  to  withstan<l  the  fatiguQ 
of  the  chase,  we  were  obliged  to  cat  the  gn^ater  por- 
tion of  our  allowance,  with  little  or  nothing  to  refresh 
us  on  our  return,  when  worn  out  and  exhausted,  unless 
we  happened  to  be  successful,  when  a  ration  from 
our  next  day's  provisions  was  given  to  the  hunter, 
in  lieu  of  the  perquisites,  ui  right  of  his  good  fortune, 
which  were  idwajs  added  1o  the  tucss.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  our  unJteil  efforts  had  enabled  us  to  pro- 
cure nine  Reindeer,  whieli  yielded  874  lbs.  of  mcnt 
for  general  use.  The  winter  had  commenced  bleak  and 
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cheerless,  and  maintained  thy  same  character  tliroi^h- 
out,  with  a  degree  of  cokl  surpassing  ui  iuteiisity 
anything  we  had  previously  experienced,  or  tliat  has 
been  yet  recorded. 

"We  had  celebrated  the  discovery  of  the  Passage, 
and  passed  our  Christmas  as  on  former  years.  As  it 
was  the  last  wc  should  all  spend  togctlicr,  unusual 
carv  was  bestowed  in  decorating  the  tables,  and  giving 
as  mucli  ^clat  to  the  occasion,  as  tlic  creditable  and 
praiseworthy  conduct  of  ray  associates  oontributed  to 
the  enjoyment  of  it.  At  the  close  of  the  year  on  the 
31  st  December,  the  amount  of  growing  debility  and 
scorbutic  diathesis  that  prevailed,  contrasted  widely 
with  our  sanitary  condition  of  the  two  previous  years 
— and  the  future  presented  nothing  whatever  of  a 
cheering  prospect.  We  had,  howe\er,  cause  of  grati- 
tade  to  the  Giver  of  all  Good  for  Ills  abundant 
mercies,  to  the  end  of  this,  the  third  year  of  conimts- 
fiion ;  the  number  of  our  crew  remained  undiminished, 
and  the  depressing  influence  of  death  had  nut  yet 
been  felt  amongst  m — a  circumstance  hitlierto  un- 
IKunUeled  in  the  annals  of  Arctic  voyaging. 
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CHAPl'ER  XXII. 

The  Year  1853 — Intenritj'  of  the  Cold  in  the  early  months — 
Stale  of  thing*  on  Ifoard— R«ft()pearanr«  of  Uie  Sun — 
Preparation  for  Travelhug — Two  Wolves  shot  aod  locident 
— Harc«  and  I.cmmings — Tbtir  Dabits — Party  told  off — 
Opinians  of  their  fitneia — Increase  of  Food  for  TravcUers 
— iu  Effwta— The  Sick  List— The  First  Death  on  Board— 
Unexpected  Arrival  of  Lieutenant  PJm — Jorfal  Intelligence 
of  Relief— Meet  prodoccd— Rcfleclioiis— A  Funeral— Sute 
of  our  Crew — Two  DextUs  occurred — Want  of  Rctnediw — 
lUtum  of  Lieutcaaat  Pini — ilii  Kindnew  to  us — Captaia 
M'Clarc  procccdit  to  Melrill«  Ulaud — Depsjture  of  ouc-half 
of  tlie  Crew — Kcturu  of  Captain  M'CIure — Results  of  Joiiniey 
—State  of  our  M«u  onarriTing  at  Melrille  Idand— A  Siirrcy 
ordered  on  Board  <  luvestigator*  —  Remits — Sliip  to  be 
Abaudooed — PreparatiooJ — Dcpdt  formed — Abandoumcat  of 
the  '  luTcctigator ' — Journey  to  Melrille  Island — ltd  Diffi- 
cukieti — lucidrjiLi) — Our  ArriTol  on  Board  the  '  Resolute' 
and  I  nd  dent  a. 


TuK  year  1863  did  not  dawn  on  us  auspiciously  ; 
there  was  but  little  in  our  present  conditiua  to 
ofTurd  us  mutter  for  congratulation,  autt  lu  the  future 
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there  wos  nothing  whatever  of  a  pleasing  prospect. 
Thus  we  entered  on  the  fourtli  jcar  of  the  ship's  com- 
mission, under  circumstances  precisely  similar  as  those 
with  wliicli  the  preceding  one  hud  close*!.  Tlie  south- 
west gale  continued,  we  dared  not  venture  outside 
the  ship,  and  the  cold  was  most  intense. 

Our  occnpations  were  such  as  T  have  elsewhere 
spoken  of — the  same  necessity  existing  for  iniiking 
similar  exertions  in  the  chase,  and  of  undergoing  the 
same  hardships  and  privations.  In  the  month  of 
January,  the  temperature  fell  lower  than  tms  ever 
been  experienced  by  any  former  Expedition — to  65" 
below  zero,  and  in  the  iuter\'oI  of  tlic  usual  period 
for  taking  tlie  obsenutioiis  it  fell  to  — 07^  as  the 
force  of  the  wind  was  likewise  greater  4.15.  The 
mean  temperature  of  the  month  was  43. S7  below  zero, 
lower  than  we  had  known  it  during  any  former  winter, 
and,  I  believe,  surpassing  iu  degree  anything  recorded 
in  former  Polar  voj'agcs.  The  6th  January  was  the 
coldest  day  that  hiis  ever  been  known  in  these  Lititudes 
— the  mean  temperature  for  twenty-four  hours  was 
6I'.6  below  «cro — and  in  the  twenty-four  subsequent 
hours  56°.7 — from  which  some  idea  may  perhaps  be 
formed  of  the  intensity  of  the  cold,  during  this  the 
coldest  of  the  cold  winter  months.  This  low  degree 
of  cold,  however,  did  nut  deter  us  from  our  usual 
pursuits,  and  on  the  Gth,  two  Deer  were  shot,  and 
the  day  following  a  few  IHannigan.  Such  was  the 
value  attached  to  them,  tliat  we  cousideifd  ourselves 
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■well  rewarded  for  what  we  liail  endured ;  indeed,  the 
prospect  of  procuring  even  n  solitary'  bird  'wos  sulfi- 
ccnt  inducement  to  undergo  whatever  amount  of 
itttigue  we  were  capable  of  sustaining. 

The  statu  of  mutters  on  board  at  this  time  was 
gloomy  to  a  degree.  The  sick-bay  was  full  of 
occupants,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  lower  deck 
taken  up  by  hammocks,  for  I  felt  it  necessary 
to  keep  the  sick  in  bed,  as  the  only  means  at 
my  command  of  producing  warmth.  Dysentery, 
and  other  exhausting  diseases  were  very  goDcral 
amongst  the  men,  from  the  effects  of  cold  and  hunger 
acting  on  debilitated  and  scorbutic  bodies.  A  few 
liouni  ilhiess  would  produce  the  most  alanning  degree 
of  prostration  1  havt;  ever  witnesscd,^ — fainting  and 
syncope  were  constantly  present  on  making  the 
slightest  exertion.  It  was  really  pitiable  to  view  what 
ft  wreck  n  man  became  after  a  slight  attack  of  illness ; 
and  scurvy  of  an  aggravated  character  seldom  failed 
to  supervene. 

The  rc-appeariincc  of  the  Sun  was  os  usual  gladly 
hailed  by  us  all  on  the  same  day  as  in  the  previous 
year,  but  the  cold,  uotwitlistanding,  continued 
very  severe  in  the  months  of  Februurj'  and  March, 
— the  mean  of  these  moutlis  being  38^.5  and  25°.4 
below  zero ;  couaidcrably  exceeding  t-hose  of  any  forinor 
year,  and  the  winter  bad  been  throughout  unparalleled 
in  ita  rigour  and  severity.  Wc  were  in  ignoranoe  of  the 
lueii  who  would  be  detached  from  tlie  bhip— no  com- 
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munication  liaving  as  yet  been  macle  to  ns  on  the 
subject,  and  us  each  man  appeared  to  think  himself 
quite  unable  to  go  through  another  winter,  he  pre- 
ferred niiining  tlie  hazardous  lisk  of  the  contem- 
plated jouruey.  Conaequcutly,  during  the  winter, 
almost  the  entire  crew  occupied  tliemselves  iu  making 
preparation  for  the  expected  march. 

A  party  having  been  dispatched  for  a  Deer  on  the 
23rd  of  March,  shot  ou  the  previous  day,  found  u  liu-gc 
"Wolf  (Cimi*  Lupus)  feeding  on  the  carcase — tliey  fired 
without  effect,  and  he  ran  off  a  short  distance.  Tliey 
then  concealed  themselves  about  100  yards  off, 
and  he  again  returned  ;  when  a  shot  from  Sergeant 
Woon's  gun  passed  through  his  chest,  pierced  hia  heart, 
and  he  fell  dead  ou  the  body  of  the  animal  he  was 
dc\'ouring.  He  was  a  fine  specimen,  with  a  skin  of 
spotless  white ;  weighed  eighty  pounds,  was  five  feet 
ten  inches  in  length,  and  three  feet  four  inches  in 
height.  Tlic  meat  when  cooked  was  excellent — much 
resembling  in  taste  that  of  Kox— and  we  considered  it 
prefurablc  to  Bear's  flesh.  Mr.  Court  when  out  shooting 
a  few  days  later,  met  with  a  pack  of  eeven— one 
advanced  before  him,  another  behind,  howling  as  they 
approached,  evidently  with  no  fiicndly  intention ;  the 
others  were  coDocalcd  behind  the  ridge  of  the  hill. 
He  vainly  made  sundry  efforts  to  frighten  ibcm,  then 
taking  aim  at  the  nearest,  wouudcd  it  mortally  iii  the 
neck,  and  it  fell,  but  still  strove  to  reach  him  by 
cruwling  :  the  next  shot,  however,  was  fatal,  and  the 
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Other  seeing  the  fate  of  his  comrade,  went  off.  Mr. 
Court  returned  to  the  stip  with  the  inteUigence  of  his 
lulvcnturc,  when  a  aledge  was  sent  for  the  prize, — a 
fine  do|$  Wolf  weighing  seventy  pounds.  Although 
we  hnd  hitherto  frequently  pursued  these  animab,  we 
were  seldom  able  to  get  a  shot  at  them.  Tlus  waa  an 
instance  of  their  ferocity — showing  that  they  will 
attack  single  individuals  if  pressed  by  hunger. 

We  had  remarked  throughout  the  winter  that 
Hares,  Foxes,  lemmings,  and  birds,  all  burrowed  in 
the  snow  for  the  sake  of  warmth.  The  Hares  {Lepus 
Glacialis)  frequented  sonic  localities  in  consi<lerable 
numlKrs — conveying  the  idea  of  their  being  at  certain 
seasons  gregarious,  as  they  were  met  with  abundantly 
about  cli^  headlands  nnd  ravines,  where  the  large 
stones  and  debris  afford  good  cover,  but  readily 
abandoned  their  position  on  any  great  cause  of  alarm  ; 
one  day's  shooting  being  generally  sufficient  to  banish 
these  timid  animals  from  a  locality.  They  were 
frequently  found  on  the  ice  two  or  three  miles  from 
laud — a  favourite  resort  of  theirs  during  spring  and 
winter — under  the  shelter  of  large  hummocks.  The 
average  weight  is  about  seven  pounds,  they  arc  veiy 
proline,  breed  three  or  four  times  in  the  year,  and 
bring  forth  eight  or  ten  at  a  birth  ;  they  were  fountl 
in  the  highest  latitudes  we  had  explored. 

The  Lemmings  or  Mice  (Mus  Hudgoniiu)  are  met 
with  in  vast  numbers  in  some  regions  in  the  north, 
and  arc  very  abundant  in  Baring  and  Melville  Islands. 
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Thi*y  arc  nbout  foiir  inches  lung,  ivliito  in  winU-r,  of  a 
bcnutitully  mottled  f^y  colour  in  sumnuT,  the  ftir 
lieiiig  very  soft  luid  fine.  They  subsist  cluufly  on  the 
vegetable  prodncts  of  the  aoU — dwarf  willow  Aiid  the 
grasses,  &c. — but  they  have  likewise  a  carnivoiow 
propensity,  for  I  have  frequently  known  them  to  eat 
each  other.  They  generally  liring  forth  from  two  to  six 
ut  a  birth ;  in  a  few  instances  a&  many  as  eight  or 
nine.  The  Ocsh  ia  delicate  and  tender,  and  was 
gladly  eaten  when  it  could  be  procured  They  are 
met  with  in  great  numbers  on  the  ice  during  the 
season  of  thaw. 

It  wits  not  until  the  3nd  March,  the  day  following 
the  monthly  inspection,  that  Captain  M'Chure  made 
known  to  mc  his  intcntiou  of  dispatching  the  weaker 
half  of  our  crew  from  the  ship,  and  retaining  the  most 
efficient ;  at  the  same  time,  he  requested  mc  to  make 
the  necessary  selection.  On  the  day  following,  the  men 
were  told  off,  much  to  the  delight  of  those  about  to 
depart,  and  to  the  c\-ident  and  bitter  di3ap{>ointment 
of  the  others.  I  then  deemed  it  my  duty  to  place  on 
(by  letter)  my  opinion,  combined  witli  that  of 
my  iVssistant  Siu-gcon  (Mr.  Piers)  of  the  absolute  un- 
fitness of  the  men  for  the  performance  of  this  journey. 
It  vfos  about  the  (lamc  time  determined  that  tbey-j 
should  be  dispatched  from  the  ship  on  the  1  &tb 
April  or  tbercabotits,  and  as  the  Captain  had  ex> 
pressed  his  intention  of  placing  them  on  our  former 
scale  of  full  lUct  for  a  month,  previous  to  their  depar- 
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tuTC,  with  a  view  of  preparing;  tliein  for  tlwir  loup  ;md 
hazfinlous  journey— on  the  15Ui  March  this  change 
commenced.  Towards  the  beginning  of  April,  I  could 
see  an  improvement  in  tJieir  appenmnee;  tlie  face 
hud  not  only  become  fuller,  but  more  animated  in 
expression ;  the  dull,  haggard  store  of  former  (bys  was 
less  marked,  and  they  likewise  had  become  more 
generally  cheerful. 

The  sick  list,  whieh,  during  the  tliree  preceding 
months  hm\  considerably  exceeded  that  of  rniy  former 
period,  was,  in  the  bcgluning  of  April,  somewhat  re- 
duced ;  hut  some  of  (he  men  were  in  a  very  pre- 
cnjious  conditiou,  and  on  tbo  night  of  the  5th,  death 
for  the  tii^t  time  made  its  appearance  iimougst  us, 
and  removed  from  this  world,  John  Boyle,  (A.  B.)  after 
a  short  illucsa,  trom  the  exhausting  effects  of  dysentery, 
acting  on  a  scorbutic  habit,  lln  had  sjmkeu  cheer- 
fully u  few  minutes  before  death,  but  on  making 
a  slight  exertion  in  his  bed,  sudden  syncope  ensued, 
and  he  died  without  a  .struggle.  This  num  had  been 
appointed  only  the  day  before,  as  an  extra  attendant 
in  the  sick  bay,  and  it  was  reported  to  me  that  he 
liad  taken  some  medicine  out  of  a  bottle  which  caused 
his  death.  I  at  onee  fully  investigated  the  matter, 
and  found  it  williout  the  slightest  foundation.  This 
melancholy  occuriTncc  exercised  a  depressing  influence 
throughuui  the  ship.  Those  who  were  destined  to 
remaia,  appeared  to  view  it  witb  the  greater  degree  of 
apprehension,  while  thtKC  who  were  about  to  depart, 
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silently  congratulated  themselves  on  the  bcttet 
fortune,  wliicli  was  soon  to  ixmove  them  from  the 
scene  of  (heir  suSehng. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  when  this  melancholy 
occurrence  took  place ;  but,  through  the  mercy  and 
goodness  of  Providence,  a  most  unlooked  for  event 
occurred,  which  completely  altered  the  whole  nspect  of 
affairs,  and  dispcUt-d  the  lowering  cloud  of  darkness 
that  himg  ominously  around  us,  by  sending  the  most 
timely  succour  and  riiHef. 

It  was  at  4  P.M.  on  the  ofienioon  of  the  6th  of 
April,  all  was  silent  in  and  about  the  ship,  four  men 
were  on  shore,  making  a  grave  for  their  departed 
shipmate,  distant  from  the  ship  about  400  yards ; 
two  officers  were  returning  across  the  ice  from  super- 
intending the  work,  when  a  figure  was  obscrrcd 
approaching  from  the  rough  ice  to  seaward.  They  at 
first  supposed  him  to  be  one  of  our  men,  but  as  he 
came  towards  them,  he  proved  to  be  a  stranger. 
lie  was  Lieutenant  Pim,  of  H.M.S.  '  Kesolute,'  from 
Melville  Islnnd,  who  had  most  Providentially  reached 
the  '  Investigator '  after  a  most  severe  and  harassing 
journey  of  twenty-eight  days,  being  then  the  earliest 
Polar  travelling  on  record,  and  me<lo  his  appearance 
amongst  us  as  a  deliverer.  Immediately  a  distant 
object  was  observed,  treading  its  way  through  the 
rough  ice,  which  proved  to  be  his  sledge  drawn  by 
five  Esquimaux  dogs  and  two  men.  1  cannot  uttcmpt 
to  convey  any  idea  of  the  scene  which  took  place  on 
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board,  or  tlic  espTCssions  of  joy  nntl  gladnoss  whicTi 
were  so  abundantly  poured  forth,  wlieu  the  intelli- 
gence tlint  flow  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning  from 
"  stem  to  stem,"  becaine  known.  It  was  at  first  pro- 
nouncerl  cither  n  mistake  or  a  joke.  Indeed,  the  mind 
for  a  moment  appeared  confused,  as  if  unable  to  com- 
prehend the  truth  of  what  was  heard,  and  several 
strange  involuntary  questions  were  hastily  nuittcrcd 
asked  and  answered  in  a  breath.  At  length  when 
thoroughly  aware  of  the  reality,  and  fully  aroused  by 
a  shout  of  joy,  raised  by  a  few  men  on  deck,  announc- 
ing the  a|>proach  of  the  stranger,  there  was  a  sudden 
and  simuttanonu.s  rush  U*  tlie  hatchways  ;  the  weak  and 
tlie  strong,  "  the  moiiued,  the  halt  and  tlie  blind  " 
following  each  other,  amazed  and  agitated,  as  fast  as 
their  enfeebled  limbs  could  bear  them,  until  the  deck 
was  gained,  and  they  were  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  verifying  what  they  had  just  bcartl.  Home  as 
doubting  the  reality  of  what  they  saw,  nished  out 
on  the  ice,  and  were  not  satisfied  till  they  met  Lieu- 
tenaut  Pitu,  touched  him,  handled  him,  and  heard 
him  speak,  when  they  no  longer  doubted.  He  was 
the  first  of  our  counti^-mcn  wc  had  seen,  or  whose 
voice  we  bad  heard,  for  tlu^'c  long  and  dreary  years, 
The  slcJgc  80on  followed,  and  tht:  parly  were  rcceivwl 
by  three  as  hearty  ebeers  as  ever  came  from  the  lungs 
of  Hritiah  sailors.  No  words  could  express  the  feel- 
ings of  heartfelt  gladness  which  all  experienocd,  at  this 
unlooketl  for,  this  most  Providential  arrival.     Relief 
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wna  now  nt  hand — succour  hac)  reached  us.  On  nw 
wlio  believed  tbat  there  was  no  other  ship  mihiii  the 
Arctic  circle  than  our  own,  and  relying  as  we  were 
entirely  on  our  own  resources,  the  joy  and  delight 
which  this  arrival  produced,  Itaffles  all  nttcn^pts  at 
discription.  The  rircnnistances  which  hrought  about 
this  happy  result  may  t>e  briefly  told .  On  the  arrival  of 
H.M.  Ships  '  Resolute '  ami '  Intrepid  '  at  Dcaly  Isluud. 
off  Melville  Island,  in  the  autumn  of  the  previous  year, 
1853,  from  England,  and  while  employed  in  laying 
out  provision  depot*,  to  faciHtatft  the  spring  travel- 
ling, in  prosecution  of  the  search  for  ourselves,  ta 
Sir  .1.  Franklin's  Kxpedition :  they  found  at  Winter 
Harbour  the  record  which  Captain  MXlurc  had  de- 
posited there  in  April  1652,  an  event  as  unlooked 
for  by  thcui,  as  the  arrival  of  their  party  was  unex- 
pected by  us.  On  receipt  of  the  record,  Captain 
Kcllett  determined  to  send  a  party  in  search  of  us  at 
the  earliest  period  of  stpring,  and  accordingly  on  the 
1 0th  of  March,  dispatched  that  enterprising  and  in- 
trepid officer,  (Lieutenant  Pini)  and  his  aaeociates,  in 
dcaroh  of  us.  Tlie  party,  which  was  originally  intended 
to  proceed  md  Prince  of  Wales  Strait  to  the  Mackenzie 
RiTcr,  vas  now  united  with  that  intended  to  go  to 
Cape  Spencer,  both  proceeding  direct  to  the  '  Ueso- 
lute,' — the  MnckcnKtc  River  route  being  abandoned. 

We  continued  to  indulge  in  feelings  of  inexpressible 
delight  and  gratitude,  at  the  Prmidcntial  goodnoM 
which  had  brought  us  such  timely  succour ;  nothing 
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was  §pAl[bn  of,  but  the  nil  engrossing  topic  of  this 
Imppy  and  uncxpcctctl  relief.  A  Dew  era  had  dawned 
on  us  after  so  long  a  period  of  such  trying  service ; 
vrc  were,  at  length,  placed  in  coniinunicatton  with  the 
civilized  world  from  whicli  we  had  beon  so  long  shut 
out,  and  we  bod  then  n  safe  and  certain  depot  to  fall 
back  on,  should  we  fail  in  liberating  the  ship.  The 
strange  feeling  we  experienced  on  re(«iving  European 
intelligence  after  years  of  absence,  battles  oil  des- 
cription ;  it  afforded  us  the  most  delightftJ  novelty  and 
relief,  from  tho  dull,  unvarying  topics  of  our  daily 
conversation.  I  may  here  remark  that  in  our  days  of 
adversity,  there  was  no  more  jiopular  theme  amongst 
m,  than  the  luxuries  of  other  climes.  It  has  been 
generally  remarked,  that  hiuigry  men  am  prone  to 
indulge  in  such  topics  of  oonveraation. 

After  cue  day's  rest,  Lieutenant  I'ini  and  party  left 
08  on  their  return  to  tlie  '  Resolute/  cairying  with 
him  all  our  best  thanks  and  wishes  for  the  strcnuouB 
exertions  he  had  made  to  reach  us.  U  affords  me 
unalloyed  pleasure  here  to  record  the  debt  of  gratitude, 
I  must,  in  common  with  all  tJie  *  Investigators,'  ever  feel 
towards  this  officer.  He  was  a  volunteer  for  the  duty 
of  searching  for  us,  and  uodertook  the  journey  at  an 
unprecedented  early  period  of  the  year,  ( 1 0th  of  ^fnTch,) 
atn  temperature  of  50"^  below  eero — nor  is  it  this  alone 
which  entitles  him  to  our  gratitude,  as  nothing  could 
e^ceeil  the  kindness  and  warmth  of  feeling  he  showed 
towards  us,  particularly  when  pressing  on  our  acceptance 
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many  little  things  of  which  we  stood  in  need.  But  when 
he  saw  us  sittiug  dovai  with  a  halT^sturvcxl  aspect,  ou 
the  oiomiiig  after  his  arrival,  to  what  was  denominated 
breakfast,  (a  cup  of  weak  cocoa  without  sugar,  and  a 
moiety  of  bread)  Ms  feelings  overcame  him ;  he  rushed 
to  liis  sledge,  then  out  on  the  ice,  brought  a  largo 
piece  of  bacon,  placed  it  before  us,  and  gave  us  the 
only  breakfast  we  hud  known  for  many  a  long  day. 
The  remembrance  of  this,  and  his  other  acts  of  kiud- 
neas  to  us  then,  will  I  hope,  never  be  effaced  from  our 
recollection.  Kor  did  the  two  gallant  fellows  who 
accompanied  him,  and  who  aided  in  our  relief, 
(Thomas  Bidgood  and  Robert  Hoylc)  feci  less  for  our 
condition  ;  for  they  had  just  arrived,  us  our  men  were 
about  to  draw  lots  for  their  evening  meal  (a  pannikin 
of  tea  and  a  little  biscuit) — a  novel  sight  to  them  who 
had  come  from  a  land  of  plenty ;  but  so  overcome 
were  they  at  the  sight  of  our  haggard  crew,  that  tbcir 
manly  cheeks  became  moistened  with  tt^ars.  Captain 
M'Clure,  with  an  officer  and  six  men,  equipped  with 
sledge  and  provisions,  left  also,  the  same  day,  the  Stb, 
to  put  himself  in  personal  communication  with  the 
Senior  officer  at  MclWUe  Island. 

On  the  8th,  we  had  to  perform  the  melancholy 
duty  of  interring  the  body  of  our  late  shipmate — the 
first  ceremony  of  the  kind  since  the  ship's  conimlssion. 
The  procession  wending  its  way  over  the  loo  to  the 
adjacent  beach  —where  we  laid  him  in  his  cold  and  icy 
grave — presented   a   picture  of  the   most  touching 
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solemnfty.  Relief  had  not  come  too  soon,  our  men 
being  in  such  a  atatc  of  scorbutic  debility,  that  a 
slight  illness,  which  under  other  circumstances  would 
piiss  unheeded,  was  ever  attended  with  danger. 

1  hud  long  felt  acutely  the  painful  position  in 
which  I  was  placed,  from  the  scanty  means  at  my 
command  for  thoir  alleviation ;  hungiir  vrus  ever 
present ;  it  lay  not  in  my  power  to  give  them  any 
extra  food,  and  the  lime  juice  was  also  limited. 
Indeed,  80  scanty  was  this,  that  I  could  only  give  it  in 
the  most  sparing  quantity,  and  could  not  continue  its 
administration  sufficiently  long  lo  be  permanently 
beneficial — merely  allaying  the  more  ui^ent  scorbutic ' 
symptoms — so  as  to  allow  me  to  extend  its  benefits  to 
other  sufferers.  Even  with  n  more  liberal  supply,  it 
would  have  boeu  next  to  an  impossibility  to  have 
eradicated  the  disease,  or  to  establish  permanent  good 
reanlta,  the  same  causes  for  its  production  being  still 
present ;  neither  could  I  give  sufficient  support  to  the 
svfitcin  when  improvement  did  take  place,  iind  they  be- 
gan to  nilly  from  their  state  of  languor  and  prostration. 

As  these  were  the  remedial  agents  then  most 
requisite,  our  losses  by  death  were  entirely  owing  to 
the  want  of  them.  Tlie  second  death  occurred  on  the 
11th — that  of  John  Ames,  from  dropsy  supervening  on 
an  affection  of  the  heart  of  only  nine  days  duration, 
in  a  man  of  scorbutic  habit ;  and  the  third,  and  last, 
on  the  following  day,  was  that  of  John  Kerr,  gunner's 
mate,  who  had  been  long  suffering  from  scurvy  and 
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debility,  on  which  general  dropsy  supcn*ened.  TTiis 
man  was  so  dctnlitatcd  when  first  brought  liefore  lue, 
that  he  could  not  stnnd  without  support — a  common 
circumstance  with  mniiy,  on  slight  attacks  of  illness. 
Dropsical  discuses  were  at  this  time  of  veiy  frequent 
occurrence,  owing  to  the  vitiated  state  of  the  blood, 
and  the  readiness  with  which  it  was  poured  out  into 
the  cavities  on  the  slightest  cause.  AVc  liad  thus 
several  acts  of  mournful  duty  to  perform  j  oil  these 
deaths  having  taken  place  in  the  course  of  one  week. 
}Jad  not  the  party  about'  to  start  from  the  ship  been 
recruited,  there  was  but  little  doubt  that  the  more 
dcbilitntcd  must  soon  have  ahared  the  futc  of  their 
shipmates — so  ill  adapted  were  Ihey  to  resist  any 
form  of  disease. 

The  intense  cohlncss  of  the  air  was  extremely 
trying  to  the  invalids,  when  recover^'  had  so  far 
progressed  as  to  enable  them  to  take  a  little  excr> 
cise  in  the  open  air ;  particularly  to  those  suffering 
from  any  fonu  of  pulmonury  disease,  where  the 
transition  of  temperature  froui  the  lower  to  tlie  upper 
deck,  by  merely  walking  up  a  few  steps  of  a  ladder, 
at  times  exceeded  one  hundred  degrees.  It,  Uiercforc, 
became  iiecessaiy  to  guard  as  much  as  possible 
against  its  evil  effects,  by  wearing  a  fold  of  the  netted 
woollen  comforter  over  the  month,  in  the  form  of  a 
respirator.  I  had  one  of  Jeffrey's  respirators  in  me, 
and  tested  its  efficacy  in  the  coldest  tempera- 
tures.    1  found   that  it   considcrablv   modified  the 
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irritating  efiects  uf  tlic  inhalation  of  cold  air,  until  the 
aocumiilatiou  of  ioc  obstructed  it.  I  con,  therefore, 
atrongl^  recommeud  it,  as  it  enabled  me  to  allow 
invalids  in  the  coldest  weather,  such  on  amount  of 
exercise  as  1  deemed  it  necessary  for  them  to  take. 

From  til  is  date  until  the  1 3th,  all  was  bustle  and 
preparation  amoogst  us.  Tlic  travellers,  ovcijojed  at 
the  change  fvhich  had  taken  place  in  their  prospects, 
were  in  high  spirits,  and  now  gladly  looked  forward 
to  the  day  of  their  depiirture.  On  the  1 5th  of  April, 
tberefore,  at  3  r.u.,  the  party  started,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Cresswell,  consisting  of  Mr. 
AVynniutt,  (Mate),  Mr.  Piers,  (Assistant-Surgeon),  tlie 
Interpreter,  and  twenty-four  seamen  and  marines, 
with  three  sledges  and  provisions  for  twenty.four 
days.  They  were  accompanied  by  a  fatigue  party 
from,  the  sliip  for  four  days  to  assist  them  over  the 
rough  ice ;  and  they  left;  ua  with  three  hearty  clieers,  as 
strong  and  loud  as  twenty  weak  men  could  give  them, 
and  with  every  wish  for  their  safety.  Mr.  Paine  and  I 
accompanied  them  for  some  distance.  untU  a  snow- 
Btorui  compelled  our  return. 

The  uppt'uraiicu  of  the  party,  us  tlic  sledges  formed 
in  Une,  wending  their  way  over  the  ice,  at  times  en- 
veloped in  tliiek  sucw-drift  that  swept  wildly  around 
them  was  remarkably  wild  and  forlorn,  and  they  thus 
commenced  tlieir  journey  on  a  cold  and  cheerless  even- 
ing, with  the  prospect  of  an  icy  bud  before  them.  They 
started  in  liigh  spirits,  and  m  ith  voy  diflcrent  feelings. 
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from  what  they  would  have  experienced  with  the 
prospect  before  them  of  the  linzardoiis  Cape  Spencer 
journey  ;  for  tliey  had  left  a  ship  where  puvatiou  had 
been  long  and  severely  felt,  for  one  where  plenty  was 
to  be  found.     A  knowledge  of  this  bud  a  most  ex- 
hilarating influence,  and  antagoniKed  the  effects  of  such 
laborious  travelling.    I  am  of  opinion,  tliat,  had  the 
original  plan  heeu  carried  out,  they  could  not  have 
started  the  sledges  from  the  ship  with  forty-two  days 
provisions  os  intended  ;  and  if  e\en  assisted  In  doing  so, 
that  few,  if  any,  would  have  lived  to  tell  the  tale  of 
their  heroism  and  suffering.    Although  it  was  not 
onr  lot  to  accompany  them,  we  heartily  rejoiced  thai 
their  condition  woidd  soon  undergo  a  change,  and 
that  the  carrying  out  such  a  desperate  and  hopeless 
plan  of  escape,  had  been  so  Providentially  averted. 
Four  officers  were  detained  on  Iward,  one  of  whom 
was  confined  to  bed  and  unable  to  accompany  the 
party  na  originally  intended — Mr.  Saiiisbury,  (Mate). 
then  suffering  from  a  piihnonary  affection,  whose 
removal  at  that  early  period  would  have  been  attended 
with  danger.     Another,  the    senior  Lieutenant,  was 
detained  to  take  a  parly  of  invalids  across  at  a  later 
period  of  the  season.     Our  supplies  of  fresh  meat  had 
been  for  some  time  exhausted,  and  although  a  few  of 
OS  on  board  vigorously  continued  the  hunting,  our 
success  was  ver)'  trifling,  as  tiie  Deer  had  almost 
entirely  abandoned  our  ncighbouriiood.    We  succeeded 
in  killing  two — a  result  whicJi  fortnod  a  rcmarkabk: 
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contrast,  with  tic  produce  of  our  sport  tlie  previous 
Jtxt,  ivheti  the  unmials  were  more  aliuodant  than 
wc  bod  before  knorrn  them,  and  our  success  ex- 
ceeded that  of  any  former  period. 

No  addition,  whatever,  had  been  made  to  the  scale 
of  diet,  before  Captnin  M'Clure  started  for  Melville 
Island ;  the  men  complained  still  more  of  growing 
weakness  and  debility,  and  several  cases  of  scurxy 
were  added  to  the  sick  list ;  as  I  had  not  yet  the 
power  to  benefit  them,  by  giving  the  nouriahment  they 
required,  which  was  then  so  essential  to  their  re- 
oovcry  ;  but  such  a  state  of  thiugs  was  fortunately 
destined  to  be  of  short  continuance.  It  was  at  this 
time  lamentable  to  witness  the  pate,  haggard  aspect 
of  our  men,  stalking  about  the  decks  like  living 
spectres,  cold  and  hungry,  for  daylight  now  fully  re- 
vealed all  their  imperfections :  so  sadly  altered  were 
they,  from  what  they  had  once  been. 

On  the  lOtli  of  May,  a  party  of  travellers  was 
observed  approaching  the  ship,  which  proved  to  be 
that  of  Captain  M*Clure,  returning  from  Melville 
Island,  nflcr  an  altscnce  of  six  weeks.  Tlie  anival 
was  gladly  hailed,  for  it  was  gcnernlly  considered 
that  the  oumnmnicntion  with  a  Senior  officer  would  be 
attended  with  good  results,  that  some  change,  at  least, 
for  the  better,  must  take  place  in  our  affairs,  and  that 
real  and  substantial  relief  was,  at  length,  about  to  he 
afforded  us.  We  then  learned  that  our  parly  Itad 
reached  their  destination  in  safety  on  the  2nd  of  May, 
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after  little  more  than  sixteen  days  travelling.  Some 
were  obliged  to  be  carried  on  tlic  sledges,  sevenl  were 
uicapacituted  from  draggiDg,  and  all  arrived  in  a  state 
of  great  exhaustion  and  debility — so  much  so,  tliat  to 
lighten  the  sledges  tbcv  threw  away  their  spare  clothing 
on  the  ice — and  nearly  all  were  placed  on  the  sick  list. 
Captain  Kellelt  seeing  the  sad  state  m  which  llicy 
bad  arrived,  ordered  the  Medical  Officers  to  hold  a 
tunrcy  and  give  a  re{)ori  on  their  condition.  It 
vas  generally  remarked,  how  vacant  waa  the  store 
and  how  fatuous  and  inexpressive  their  countenanoes 
yihea  contrasted  with  healthy  men,  by  those  un* 
accustomed  to  view  guch  objects  as  the  '  Investigators* 
then  presented  ;  thus  afTonlliig  truthful  evidence  uf  the 
shock  which  the  iDteUcctuol  faculties  had  sustained, 
and  the  mental  prostration  that  ensued  after  so 
long  a  ]>erioil  of  complete  isolation  from  the  world 
under  such  tr}'ing  circumstances. 

They  were  all  found  in  a  state  of  greater  or  less 
debility,  and  the  scorbutic  taint  universally  existing  in 
various  degrees  of  aggravation.  The  consequence  was, 
that  Captain  Kelktt  at  oucc  determined,  very  judi* 
ciously,  to  direct  a  Survey  to  be  held  on  the  men  led 
in  the  '  Investigator',  and  for  this  purpose  dispatched 
the  Sujgton  of  the '  Resolute,'  on  the  return  of  Captain 
M'Clun^  to  co-operate  with  myself  in  dcmig  so. 
Captain  Kellett  had  been  imperfectly  informed  of  the 
health  of  these  men.  In  the  despatches  brought  to  us  by 
Lieutenant  Pirn,  (since  pubUshed  in  the  Parliamentary 
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B)ue  Book)  he  desired  CnpUin  M'Clure  to  call  on  me 
for  a  report  of  the  actiia]  state  of  health  of  the  crew  j 
but  no  intiniatioD  whatever  was  made  to  me  on  the 
subject — Captain  Srclurc  having  reserved  that  dutj^ 
for  himself. 

It  bad  become  a  doubtful  question  with  Captain 
KcUetC,  on  whom  the  responsibility  dcvolvci],  how  far 
it  n-oiild  be  pnident,  from  the  state  in  which  he  saw 
our  men  arrive,  to  allow  us  to  remain  longer  in  the 
ship,  with  so  much  risk  to  the  health  and  lives  of  all. 
lie  had  bad  already  a  specimen  of  our  diphmatic 
skillia  Ucbring's  Strait,  in  1850— the  remembrance  c^ 
which,  may,  doubtless,  have  influenced  him,  iu 
receiving  Captuin  M'Clure's  verbal  report  of  our  state 
of  health  and  efBciency  with  great  caution,  as  be  had 
ample  reason  to  distrust  us.  In  the  absence,  there- 
fore, of  an  ofBctol  report  from  me,  which  he  hud  called 
for,  and  ou  which  he  would  have  acted,  be  ordered 
aud  directed  the  3\xr\ey  to  bo  held,  that  on  the 
report,  he  might  be  justified,  or  otherwise,  in  onlering 
the  nbandonuient  of  the  ship.  lie,  at  the  same  time, 
(at  the  request  of  Captain  M'Clure),  sent  orders,  that  if 
the  latter  could  procure  twenty  volunteers,  (oibccrs 
and  men) — the  number  be  considered  necessarj-  to 
work  the  ship — whose  state  of  health  was  approved 
of  by  the  Medical  Officers,  be  would  allow  them 
to  remain  by  the  ship,  and  await  the  chances  the 
coming  season  might  afford  us,  of  uScctiug  our 
lilwration,  or,  otherwise:  and  these  orders  were  uc- 
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cordinglj  rentlon  the  qiinrter-deck,  on  Sunday  tbe  22iid, 
the  day  following  their  arrival.  I  could  not  but  ob- 
serve how  earnestly  the  men  deliberated  over  the  mat- 
ter in  groups  of  two  and  three  for  the  remainder  ot 
the  (lay.  On  the  next  day  the  Sun-ey  took  place, 
and  the  result  left  no  doubt  on  our  minds  upon  the 
question  of  efficiency,  as,  I  regret  to  say,  there  vrcro 
none  of  them  found  free  from  the  scorbutic  taint, 
which  was  in  various  stages  of  development.  With  a 
view  of  conveying  a  more  truthfiil  idea  of  their  state, 
a  few  of  the  actual  a])peanince8  were  notfld  down  in 
the  report ;  this  waa  forwarded,  and  fuJly  proved 
the  sad  state  to  whieh  our  brave  crew  had  been  re- 
duced. In  addition  to  these  symptoms,  all  complained 
of  loss  of  flesh  and  strength,  ns  well  as  of  greatly  in- 
crciLsing  weakness  and  debility,  on  making  slight  ex- 
ertioD.  They  were,  nt  the  same  time,  asked  if  they 
would  volunteer  for  further  senice  in  the  ship,  under 
tbe  circumstances  I  have  narrated  above ;  but  there 
were  only  four  of  the  men  who  were  found  willing 
to  do  so ;  howe\-er,  the  few  officers  remaining,  four, 
with  one  warrant  officer,  at  once  volunteered  for 
further  service,  as  an  exnraplc  to  the  men — but  oil  in 
Tain.  The  voluutccrs  thus  forthcoming,  fell  far  short 
of  the  estimated  number  considered  nccessuy  to 
work  the  «hip,  and  the  question  of  remaining  longer 
in  her  was  finally  settled. 

This  did  not  entail  the  necessity  of  a  medical 
report,  to  justify  tbe  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as 
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the.  nb(indonme:it  of  the  ship ;  nevertheless,  in  obe- 
dience to  llie  onlcr  of  llio  Senior  oificcr,  wliich  had 
been  received,  a  report  was  drawn  up  after  mature 
deliberation,  was  fully  expressive  of  the  unanimity 
of  opinion  we  (the  Medical  otHcers,)  entertained  of 
the  condition  of  the  anew,  after  their  long  period 
of  service  in  the  Pohir  Sea. 

U  was,  therefore,  decided  that  the  '  Investigator' 
must  be  abandoned,  and  the  ship's  company  were 
sumiiioned  on  deck  to  hear  the  ofHcial  announcement. 
It  appeared  to  be  received  with  evident  satisfaction 
by  ail.  The  men  were  ordered  to  be  placed  on  full 
allowance  of  provisions — and  thus  ended  our  days  of 
suffering,  privation,  and  hunger.  I  then  represented 
the  necessity  of  giving  them  as  liberal  a  proportion  of 
anti-scorbutic  food,  as  I  thought  judicious,  under  the 
circumstances,  in  the  articles  of  Ume  juice  and 
vegetables  ;  this  was  attended  to — and  from  this  date 
they  were  but  little  restricted  in  anything  except 
spirits.  The  effect  of  this  sudden  change  of  diet  was 
remarkable,  although  nothing  more,  perhaps,  than 
what  might,  under  the  circunistanDes,  have  been  ex- 
pecteil  bom  men,  who,  for  upwanhs  of  twenty  months, 
had  never  known  what  it  was  to  have  a  good  mciU, 
but,  who,  during  all  this  lime,  day  after  day,  had 
suffered  from  the  pongs  of  thiit  hunger,  whicli  they 
could  not  appease.  They  ate,  or  rather  devoured  their 
food  ravenously  at  first,  on  being  suddenly  transferred 
from  want  aQ<l  scmi-storvotion  to  the  enjoyment  of 
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food  in  ftbundftiico,  and  tliis  produced  much  functional 
deTftugfiiieiit  of  stoinnch — long  iiimsed  to  a  sense 
of  repletion.  ITie  consequence  was,  the  ljili«rj-  luid 
other  secretions  became  much  disordered,  sickness, 
pain  at  stomach,  and  other  affections,  supervened  with 
complete  loss  of  appetite,  fln<l  a  general  feeling  of 
languor  and  prostration,  whicli,  in  a  greiitcr  or  less 
degree,  affected  us  all.  Many  required  treatment,  and 
a  few  were  so  unwell^  as  to  render  it  necesstan,'  to  place 
them  on  the  sick  list.  We  immediately  commenced 
forming  a  depot  of  stores  and  provisions  on  the 
beach,  embracing  the  greater  part  of  everything 
the  ship  contained,  that  could  aid  or  succour  any 
unforlunat*  travellers  hkely  to  be  cast  on  these  desolate 
shores,  and  in  the  probability  there  existed  of  the 
ship  being  eventually  destroyed  by  the  power  of  that 
dement,  with  which  she  had  hitherto  so  oHen  con- 
tended successfuUv. 

I  cannot  conclude  these  remarks  without  noticing  the 
noble  spirit  and  patriotic  feeling  that  htu\  animated  the 
Ship's  company  in  the  almost  super-human  exertions, 
hitherto  made  under  the  most  severe  and  trying 
circumstances — such  as  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  but 
few  to  encounter.  I  knew  what  they  had  been  ex- 
posed to,  and  what  they  had  endured,  1  hud  wit- 
nessed their  connige,  and  daring  in  many  eventful 
scenes;  had  seen  their  maidy  foniis  gradually  shrink 
under  hiuiger  and  cold,  aud  had  marked  their  patience 
and  fortitude  when  suffering  from  (liscase  ;  and  ccrtmn 
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ilo  I  feel  tlirit  the  recorils  of  their  deeds,  ought  to 
form  one  of  the  brightest  pages  iii  the  history  of  our 
country. 

On  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  Mny,  the  Surgeon 
<rf  the  '  Resohite'  nntJ  party,  left  on  tlieir  retimi.  Mr. 
SainBbaiy  was  sent  with  them,  he  having  rallied 
considerably :  I  considered  the  journey  could  be 
pcrfonued  by  him  with  the  less  dmifrcr,  as  tliey  in- 
tended to  travel  by  easy  stogea.  X  accompanied  tbcm 
for  some  distance  on  their  ^vay. 

All  work  having  been  completed  towards  the  end 
ofMay,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  provisions  and  stores 
bavJng  been  i)Iaced  in  safety  on  the  bcacb,  a  cairn 
was  erected  on  a  Qcighbouring  hill,  in  which  was 
deposited  a  record  of  our  sojomm  in  tke  Bay,  and  of 
our  Abandonment  of  the  ship.  On  the  80th,  we  per- 
formed the  last  sad  duty  to  our  departed  shipmates, 
by  erecting  u  tablet  to  their  memory,  to  tell  how 
nobly  they  fell  in  dischai^nj;  their  duty  to  their 
country.  We  could  not  view  the  three  soliljiry 
mounds  on  the  beach,  without  feelings  of  poignant 
sorrow,  that  these  bnive  fellows  had  not  been  spared 
to  ocoompnny  us. 

On  the  Snd  of  June,  the  sledges  were  packed,  and 
everything  got  in  reatlineas  to  start  at  an  hour's 
notice.  As  each  ofBoer  and  man  was  liuuted  to  a 
ocrtain  weight,  suited  to  the  strength  of  their  respec- 
tive parlies,  we  were  only  euublcd  to  take  with  us  a 
change  of  clothing,  and  a  few  small  things — everything 
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else  was  left  in  the  ship.  The  long  locked  for,  and 
BDxiouiily  expected  day,  the  3rd  of  .lime,  at  length 
cnme.  The  weather  nas  cloudy  and  threatening  in 
the  niorning,  presenting  nothing  whatever  chemng 
in  its  aspect ;  this  the  appearance  of  snow  and  a 
dense,  bca\7  atmoaphere,  tended  in  no  di^rec  to  im- 
prove. The  sliip  was  cleanetl  throughout  &om  stem 
to  stern,  and  cvoiytbiag  left  in  perfect  order,  so  as  to 
be  immediately  available  for  any  party  whom  adverse 
fate  might  cou)pcI  to  set^k  for  succour  in  the  Bay  of 
Mercy.  At  5.30  p.u.,  all  being  mustered  at  divisions 
on  deck,  Captain  M'Clure,  the  Senior  Lieutenant^ 
and  myself  inspected  the  ship  for  the  last  time ;  a  few 
words,  not  complimentary,  were  addressed  to  the 
men,  and  all  were  piped  to  take  their  places  at  their 
respective  sledges,  then  on  the  ice. 

The  white  ensign  of  St.  George  was  hoitted 
at  the  peak,  and  the  pendant  at  the  main,  which 
flaunted  gaily  in  (he  breeze  as  we  stepped  over  the 
side  of  the  ship  that  had  so  long  been  our  home, 
never  to  visit  her  again.  The  carpenters,  who  remained 
to  batten  down  the  hatches  and  secure  the  gangways, 
were  the  last,  to  leave — then  the  'Investigator'  was 
finally  alMtndoneil  to  her  fate.  As  wo  stooJ  on  the 
ice,  and  took  a  last  view  of  our  fine  old  ship,  we 
could  not  but  do  so  with  a  grateful  recollection,  con- 
sidering how  far  she  had  borne  us,  through  what 
dangers  she  had  carried  us,  and  the  safe  o^lum  she 
had  80  long  Afforded  ns.   But  whUe  we  entertained  tbosc 
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feelings,  which  sailors  are  prone  to  indulge  in  for 
Ibcir  vessels,  wo  fdt  that  the  time  had  nrrivcd  when  it 
hecame  imperative  to  abiiudou  her,  luid  cousequeutiy 
we  could  feel  no  r^ret  at  leaving  a  siiip  where  e^'cry 
fbnii  of  privation  had  been  so  long  endured. 

The  sledges  having  been  drawn  np  in  order  oa 
the  ice,  were  commanded  as  follows  .- 

Ist  aledgo,  Captain  M'Clure 6  men. 

2nd     ,»      Lieut.  Haawell  and  Mr.  Paine,  8     „ 

Srd      „       Mr.  Court 6    „ 

4th      „      Pr.  ArmctPong 8     „ 


All,  of  course,  were  under  the  orders  of  Captain 
M'Clure,  who  pioneered  the  way,  by  walking  o-head. 
We  (the  officers)  felt  it  our  duty,  rather  than  avail 
ourselves  of  onr  privilege  of  merely  directing  the 
sledges,  to  bestow  all  our  strength  on  the  drag  ropes ; 
accordingly  we  took  our  places  with  the  mcu,  as  some 
of  them  were  in  a  very  weak  state ;  at  the  same  time 
guiding  each  alcilge,  and  attending  to  all  the  minor 
duties  incidental  to  its  chaise.  At  6.10  f.ii.,  there- 
fore, with  a  fresh  hroeze  from  the  south-west  having 
set  sail,  we  started  in  silence,  turned  our  bucks  on  tho 
*  Investigator'  for  ever,  and  made  our  first  stq)  on 
the  long  wi.«4hed  for  homeward  jounicy. 

The  weight  of  the  sledges  was  from  1200  to 
1400  lbs.  according  to  the  strength  of  the  party,  having 
provisions  for  righlcen  days.     ^Ve  followed  the  plan 
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fjiqfkiialjf  adopted  of  tmrdfing  and  sleeping  six  bam 
tkematgif,  m  our  rtiei^th  did  ox  admit  of  oar 
working  for  b  longer  period.    We  enounped  the  fink 

night  on  the  iee  off  Point  Back,  onr  iiiTiHds  bsriag 
fcJt  much  the  effects  of  this — the  first  joome^.  UntD 
the  5tb.  we  proceeded  along  the  northoti  cotst  of 
Bonks  Land,  as  far  as  Cape  Hamilton,  from  vhence 
we  nfaaped  a.  ooiusc  across  the  Strait  for  the  nearest 
pcHnt  of  Metrille  Island  (Cape  Hay).  We  eoooon- 
tered  for  tlie  fintt  few  marches,  tremendoua  packed 
icc;  our  progrees  was  therefore  very  slow.  As  we 
were  unable  to  advance  singly  with  our  sledges,  two 
crews  were  given  to  each,  and  in  thJa  wny  wc 
dragged  them  by  degrees — on  some  occasions  not 
making  more  than  a  mile  in  the  six  hours.  So  worn 
out  were  wc  at  times,  that  wc  were  obUgcd  to  encamp 
after  two  or  lliree  hours  of  this  Revere  labour. 

It  is  impossible  to  convey  a  truthful  idea  of  the 
labour  of  dragging  a  sledge  over  rough  ioc  ;  at  timoa 
it  run  only  W  moved  a  few  feet,  until  it  be  again 
arrested  by  a  ragged  or  almost  precipitous  wall  of 
roagh,  broken  up  floe  ice ;  or  becomes  tleeply  imnuuwd 
in  intervening,  soft  snow,  requiring  the  aid  of  spade 
and  piekaxe  for  its  extraction.  Notwithstanding  all  the 
care  we  coidd  bestow,  accidents  frequently  occurred 
to  these  vehicles,  and  we  were  oblige<l  to  encamp 
until  Ihcy  were  rcpurcd.  To  add  to  our  dilficulUes, 
scvcrul  nf  the  men  had  become  aSUcted  with  snow 
blindness,  but  still  dragging  blind'foldcd,  were  con- 
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ttantiy  slipping  and  falling  in  the  drag  ropes,  Othcjs 
wtiTO  so  cxlmusk-d  that  tli«y  had  either  to  vrulk  or 
be  carried;  this  tlircw  odditiunal  labour  ou  tlie 
roiiiainder,  but  we  still  toiled  wearily  on.  We  all 
tuiturcd  much  from  Ihirat — e  feoling  that,  in  warm 
cUmates  is  triSing  when  compared  with  the  in- 
satiable craving  for  water,  which  Arctic  travellers 
experience  tt  is  rendered  stitl  more  urgent  by 
suverc  labour  and  exhaustion — always  preceding 
the  latter,  and  inseparable  from  its  presence.  Snow 
wu  eaten  with  avidity — but  only  to  increase 
the  evil,  and  excoriate  the  mouth ;  to  obviate  this, 
we  kept  it  in  our  hands  until  it  became  consoli- 
duted  into  a  ball,  nud  then  sucked  it  by  degrees. 
As  the  thaw  advanced,  and  icicles  began  to  form,  it 
was  a  great  relief  to  us,  for  we  would  carry  them  in 
our  pockets  without  thawing,  and  refresh  ourselves  as 
we  advanced.  Although  it  was  then  the  height  of 
]cr,  the  temperature  in  the  night  Journeys  fre* 
qttently  froze  the  moccasinB  or  hoots  to  our  feet ;  but 
during  the  sleeping  houre,  they  wore  thawed  and  dried 
wi  exposure  to  the  sun,  by  suspending  them  outside 
the  tent. 

On  the  12th,  we  reached  MeUille  Island,  en- 
camped under  tliu  bold  and  loRy  Cape  Hay,  about 
twenty  yards  from  the  shore,  and  got  a  supply  of 
fresh  water  from  a  stream  running  down  its  front.  So 
welcome  was  it,  that  the  tent  was  no  sooner  pitched 
than  we  all  eagerly  ran  to  drink.  Our  travelling  for  the 
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next  few  dnys  wos  over  youn^  ice;  wc  mado  good 
prepress,  tuiti  on  the  l&tli,  we  encamped  off  ibe 
entrance  of  VV'iutcr  lIari>our.  The  thaw  hiwl  Iheit 
progressed  so  rapidly  that  wc  bad  sometimes  difficulty 
in  finding  a  bed  of  snow  on  which  to  pitch  the  tent; 
and  nflor  ve  did  so,  and  bad  Iain  on  it  for  sonac  time, 
we  found  ourselves  in  u  pool  of  water ;  but  fortunately 
with  the  intervention  of  a  tarpaulin.  We  suficrcd, 
however,  severely  fruiu  the  thuw,  and  our  constant 
immersion  in  pools,  from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches 
deep,  so  benumbed  the  feet  and  legs,  thut  we  were 
occasLouaUy  &ost>bitten ;  and  as  young  ice  formed 
■lightly  on  them,  its  sharp  spiouln  cut  up  our  canvas- 
bouts  very  much.  The  travelling  was  beginning  to  tell 
on  us  very  sensibly — after  a  inarch  we  foujid  our  feet 
and  legs  swollen,  [mins  and  stiSbess  about  the  jolnta, 
severe  spasms  in  ehest  from  the  effects  of  the  drag- 
lopc,  08  well  as  suffered  a  degree  of  languor  and  ex- 
haustion,  which  completely  prostrated  us,  and  forcibly 
intimated  Itow  ill  adapted  wc  were  for  a  much  longer 
ooi^nuaiice  of  the  journey. 

On  the  17th,  to  our  great  joy,  we  encamped  within 
sight  of  Dealy  Island,  and  could  faintly  discern 
the  outline  of  the  ships.  At  2  p.m.,  after  four  hours 
rest,  we  commenced  our  lost  march,  having  previously 
washed  our  faces  in  a  pool,  to  adil  somewhat  to  the 
respectability  of  our  appeanmco^for  we  were  truly 
a  liaggurd  looking,  toil-wurti  parly.  Nothing  was 
talked  of  for  the  remainder  of  the  joiuitcy,  but  the 
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pleasure  we  aliould  experience  on  reaching  the  ships,  to 
which  we  looked  fons'ard  with  delightful  anticipations. 
We  were  in  hopes  of  accomplishing  it  iii  n  few  hours, 
when  wu  shoulil  Ik  again  aiuongst  fellow  couQtr)iueti, 
see  new  faces,  hear  strange  voices,  and  become  oiico 
more  connected  with  the  civilized  world.  The  march 
waa  a  long  and  trying  one ;  us  we  advanced  all  eyes 
were  eagerly  bent  in  the  direction  of  the  ahipe,  wliose 
dark  ontline  was  then  prttty  distinct.  Wo  had  reached 
within  about  two  miles,  when  we  were  met  by  several 
officers  of  the  '  llcsolutu  '  and  '  Intrepid/  irom  whom 
we  received  a  cordial  welcome.  Tliey  had  with  great 
kindness  and  consideration  brought  us  some  refresh* 
ment.  We  were  joined,  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards, 
by  all  our  old  sliipuiates,  who  were  able  to  come  out,  and 
they  ran  eagerly  to  meet  us.  Salutations  and  greetings, 
warm  and  cordial  were  exchanged;  shipmates  and 
messmates,  who  had  only  so  very  recently  parted,  again 
met  as  if  years  of  absence  had  intervened ;  and  the 
hearty  greeting,  the  word  of  welcome,  and  the  joyous 
laugh  succeeded  each  other,  as  thuy  tackled  to  our 
sledges,  which  they  l>ore  rapiiily  along.  I  should  not 
have  believed  such  an  alteration  could  have  taken  pUoe 
in  the  appearance  of  onr  men  since  they  left  us  only 
two  months  licforc ;  some  of  them  I  did  not  at  first 
recognize,  so  stout  and  fnt  had  they  become,  contnisl- 
uig  wonderfully  with  the  gaunt,  haggard  appearance 
of  former  days.  Their  faces  now  glowed  with  a 
cheerful  suiile,  declanug  how  heartily  they  welcomed 
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US  to  a  hnrboiir  of  safety  and  succour.  Oiir  mimbcw 
increased  ns  we  advanced — all  the  officers  and  men  of 
Loth  ships  having  come  out  to  meet  us.  The  ships 
were  gaily  docnratcd  in  honour  of  our  arrival,  the 
remnant  of  their  crewa  were  drawn  up  on  the  ice  to 
receive  us,  with  Captain  Kellctt  at  their  head ;  and 
those  who  hud  previously  joined  us,  fell  out  of  the 
sledgp,  aud  received  us  with  three  loud  and  hearty 
Itritish  cheers — a  few  steps  brought  us  alongeidc  Uio 
*  Resolute/  and  tre  at  length  experienced  the  pleasant 
realisation  of  all  our  ho|}es  and  wishes. 

A  distribution  of  our  crew  then  took  place  between 
tlie  two  ships — the  majority  of  the  officers  with  myself, 
and  twenty-two  men  were  sent  to  the  '  Intrepid.' 
Captaui  M^Clure,  aud  the  remainder  were  retained  in 
the  '  Resolute.'  We  found  that  Captain  Kellctt  had 
kindly  mode  every  preparation  for  our  reception,  on 
board  the  former  ship,  compatible  with  her  accom- 
modation and  the  means  at  Iiis  disposal,  by  erecting 
temporary  cabins  in  the  steerage  outside  the  Gun- 
room. Tlie  ofBocrs  had  provided  everything  that 
could  possibly  contribute  to  our  comfort,  and  received 
us  in  the  kindest  manner ;  they  had  prepared  us  a 
most  luxuriant  repast,  such  as  we  had  not  known  for 
many  a  long  day ;  and  I  need  not  say  how  much  the 
hungry  *  Investigators  '  did  justice  to  the  fare,  as  we 
felt  the  days  of  advorsily  hod  at  length  come  to  an 
end. 
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CUAriEK  XXIU. 

Hw  'Beiolate' — Inlelligcnec  nwiTcd — TinpMtcnwnt  in  Health 
— Sportwg  P«rti«— St*fe  of  tht  Ice— Drifted  off  the  Und— 
Rektto  of  the  Ships — Cruising — Ships  hcset  in  yxnag  lee 
— Drilling — Wiulfr  Quvters — Our  Disappointment — Detth 
of  .Mr.  Saitialmry  —  Uia  Fun«tal— The  Winter— The  Tear 
ISSJ — Commenccnicdt  of  the  Fifth  Year  of  Arctic  Sorrice — 
Dcpartare  of  our  Crew  to  Becchey  iHlond— Mode  of  TntTCl- 
lii^  and  IiiciJeaU  of  tlie  Jourocy — Ice  TraveQiug  ld  the 
Spring— ArrivBi  oa  Board  H.M.S  'North  Star'— Death 
of  Thomaa  Mor)^  —  AbatLJoument  of  '  Rewlutc*  and 
'Intrepid' — Intelligeiicc  received  of  'Enterprise' — A  Viiiit 
to  the  *  Invcstigntor ' — St»lc  in  which  she  was  found — 
lafcreuoes  —  Incideuts  —  Ab&ikdonmciit  of  'Asastancc'  and 
'  Pioneer'  —  Arrivalii  —  Departure  (torn  Ikcchcy  llland— 
Incidents — Arrival  in  EugUnd. 


With  our  arrival  on  boarti  the  '  Resolute  *  I  con- 
aider  the  Narrative  of  the  '  InvestigDtor'B '  vojrogc 
ceases;  although  I  have  iMjforc  me  copious  notes  of 
our  daily  proceedings  until  wc  reached  Eugliuid ; 
their  publication  is  not  within  tho  limits  of  this 
work.      Indued,  I  have  neither  wish  nor  iuelination 
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to  narrnte  them .  It  was  oiir  lot  to  be  detained  for 
another  year  in  the  ice,  and  it  would  ill  become  me 
to  oomiiieiit  on,  or  criticise  the  proceetUiigs  wiiich  led 
to  the  detention  of  the  ships,  and  their  subsequent 
abandonment.  Though  I  entertained  then,  as  I  do 
now,  but  one  opinion  on  tbe  subject,  I  can  only  adopt 
the  language  of  grotitude  towards  those  amoogst 
whom  1  was  a  refugee,  and  who  were  the  means  of 
rescuing  us  from  stan'ation  and  death.  I  shoU, 
therefore,  merely  allude  to  those  proceedings  in  con- 
nection with  our  own  crew,  and  in  chicidation  of  tbe 
events  which  subsequently  befel  us,  on  our  homeward 
journey. 

On  arriving  at  Melville  Island,  we  heard  that 
Lieutenant  GrL-sswetl  and  Mr.  Wynniatt  had  pro- 
ceeded as  volunteers  in  company  with  a  party  of 
invaUds  in  May,  to  the  '  iS'orth  Star,'  at  Bccchey 
Island,  in  the  hope  of  an  eariy  opportunity  occurring 
to  forward  them  on  to  Eughmd  that  season.  That 
opportunity  did  occur,  and  these  ofRccre  arrived  in 
England  in  October.  1853,  in  H.MS.  'PhajiuK.' 
with  the  first  iutelligenoc  of  our  Discovery  of  the 
North-west  Passage,  and  of  our  safety. 

Wc  improved  rapidly  in  health  and  strength,  fUe 
change  could  bo  daily  observed,  as  wo  gradually  lost 
the  haggard,  care-worn  expression  of  former  days,  for 
one  of  comparative  cheerfulness  and  health.  We 
were  then  anxious  to  make  ourselves  useful — a  Ufe  of 
inactivity,  l>eing  hut  ill-suited  to  tbe  hardy  *  luvesti- 
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gators' ;  and  as  it  was  then  tfie  height  of  the  shoot- 
ing sc'nson,  and  game  abuudiint,  vrc  vohiiitecrcd  our 
'•crviccs  to  Captniii  Kellett,  to  kcx'p  up  the  siippiv  of 
fresh  meat,  in  lieu  of  that  which  we  were  consuming, 
which  he  gladly  accepted. 

We  were  accordingly'  dispatched  with  a  few  men  in 
Lidifferent  directions,  haviug  a  tent  and  provisions,  for 
eight  or  ten  days  at  a  time;  and  were  very  succesaful 
in  our  Bport.  I  met  with  many  incidents  and  adven- 
tures, too  numerous  for  mention  here.  On  one  (^ 
these  occasioD8,  Lieutcnaut  Fiin  and  myself  shot  in 
the  course  of  o  week,  one  Musk  Ox,  nine  Reindeer, 
tfii  Hares,  eighteen  Brent  CJtjese,  thirteen  Ducks,  and 
sixteen  I'taiTiugan — evidence  of  the  lar^  amount  of 
game  to  he  met  with  on  Melville  Island.  It  may  be 
taken  as  an  average  of  what  was  obtained  by  other 
parties.  Several  were  in  localities  wliere  Musk  Oxen 
almunded,  and  feu-  lleindeer;  many  of  the  fonuer 
were  consequently  shot.  Hy  the  zealotus  exertions  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  Ixith  ships,  upwards  of 
10,000  lbs  of  fresli  meat  were  obtained  ;  the  issue  of 
wliich  at  proper  intervals,  had  ft  most  salutary  cftcct. 

We  continued  to  watch  the  state  of  the  ice  with 
intense  anxiety,  ns  we  felt  quite  certjiin  our  days  of 
iinprisoinnent  in  it  were  drawing  to  a  close,  and  that 
we  should  reach  Kngland  in  1853.  The  thnw  con- 
tinued to  progress  very  satisfactorily ;  it  was  not, 
however,  until  the  morning  of  the  ISth  of  August, 
during  the  prt.'valence  of  a  uortli-wcst  gale,  that  thu 
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ice  was  set  off-sliore,  which  graduatly  broke  up  nround 
us,  and  towards  the  close  of  the  day,  the  ships  were 
under  sail  in  a  fine  expanse  of  open  water.  We 
continued  working  along  the  pack  edge  at  times, 
occasionally  secured  to  the  floe  ice  oiF  Point  GiiflithB, 
until  the  10th,  when  the  ships  wcro  beset  in  young 
ice.  off  Byam  Martin  Island,  in  latitude  74°  IST  35"  N., 
longitude,  1 05°  42'  W.  We  continued  drifting  until 
early  in  November,  the  ships  becoming  finally  fixed 
obout  twenty-eight  miles  to  the  south-west  of  Cnpe 
Cockbum,  m  latitude  70'  41',  longitude  101°  22'  W., 
which  were  our  winter  quarters  during  1853-54. 

It  is  needless  for  nm  to  sav  what  wus  the  extreme 
bitterness  of  our  disappointment  af^«r  tlic  sanguine 
hopes  we  had  so  reasonably  indulged  in ;  but  the 
*  Investigator'a'  bore  themselves  worthily,  under  tlndr 
misfortunes.  There  was  one,  however,  on  whom  it 
exercised  a  diHercnt  cflcct  (Mr.  Satiisbury)  he,  poor 
fellow,  long  sustained  by  the  hope  of  reaching  England 
at  the  close  of  the  season,  when  fully  awaro  that  wo 
were  doomed  to  spend  another  winter  in  the  ice, 
drooped  in  spirits,  his  disease  made  rapid  progress, 
and  on  the  14lh,  to  our  great  regret,  he  was  released 
from  his  long  sufiering.  He  had  rallied  considerably 
in  July  and  August,  and  had  wo  then  got  to  England, 
his  life  would,  in  all  hmnan  probability,  have  been 
prolonged  for  a  htUe  time,  but  the  seeds  of  bis  disease 
(Consumption)  were  too  deeply  seuteil  to  be  eradicated, 
or  to  allbrd  any  hope  of  jHimianeut  recovery.     Ou 


pari  of  the  imprussive  service  of  our  cliurch  wus  read 
on  IxKUtl  tliR  '  licsoliite'  [>/  Captum  KcUctt,  wbcn 
tliti  buiIy  wra{>j)0<l  in  cnuvass  as 


••No  Qstli.'sa  coffin  enclosed  hia  brcMt," 


was  placed  on  n  slodgc,  covered  witt  the  Union  Jack, 
over  wliich  tho  ensign  flouted  Imlf  most  high.  This  was 
(Imwn  by  six  petty  officers  of  tho  '  luvcstigiitor',  nnd 

I  followed  by  all  the  officers  and  men  of  both  ships 
to  a  smooth  piece  of  ice  about  SOO  jMrds  distant, 
where  a  sqnfire  liole  was  cut  down  to  tho  icy  sea 
to  receive  him.  ITie  sledgo  was  drawn  up  alongside, 
when  tho  remainder  of  the  burial  service  was  rend. 
All  grouped  around,  gnsring  in  melancholy  silence  on 
tlie  touching  scene  before  us;  and  when  the  won! a 

■  were  pronounced  *  we,  therefore,  commit  his  body  to 
the  deep,'  it  glided  slowly  irom  the  sicdgc,  and  was 
silently  engulphed  in  the  waterj'  grave  beneath  the  ice 
on  which  wc  stood.  The  bleak  and  di^eary  chamctcr 
of  the  day  was  quite  in  keeping  with  the  occasion — a 
cold,  biting  north-west  wind,  and  a  tempemture  of  57'* 
below  freezing  point,  added  in  no  amull  degree  to  its 
solemnity  and  gloom. 

This,  oiu-  fourth  winter  in  the  ice,  was  passed 
much  in  the  same  way  ns  all  the  others  bad  been ; 
but  our  great  distance  from  the  nearest  hind  being 
twenty-eighl  miles,  wc  were  unable  to  make  it  in  auy 


I 


688 


THE   l«0RTn.WE9T   PA88AOE. 


way  availnlilc  for  recrention  or  hunting ;  we  roiiae- 
quently  particii>aled  in  a  full  degree  in  all  the  dreari- 
ness aiid  Rolitiule  inseparable  ftxini  entering  in  the 
pack.  As  our  numbers  rendered  us  a  heavy  tax  on 
the  resources  of  the  ships,  there  was  n  reduction 
mode  iu  the  allowniiec  of  provisions  at  the  beginning 
of  winter;  but  wc  thouglit  little  of  it,  when  compared 
with  our  privations  of  former  days. 

With  the  advent  of  1854,  we  commenced  our 
fifth  year  of  Arctic  ser\'ice.  The  winter,  up  to  this 
period,  had  been  one  of  intense  cold,  but  less  so  than 
that  of  the  previous  year  in  the  liay  of  Mcrt^,  and 
we  were  Htewise  in  a  much  better  condition  for  re- 
sisting its  eftccis.  Captain  Kellett  determined,  with 
a  view  of  husbantling  the  resources  of  his  own  ship, 
to  dctncfa  the  '  Investigators'  eaHy  in  the  sjmng  to 
H.M.S.  '  North  Star,'  at  Boecliey  Island,  where  a 
large  depdt  of  provisions  was  forniecl ;  we  were 
thus  destined  for  another  march  over  the  iee.  Early 
in  April,  we  received  orders  for  travelling  in  throe 
divisions  :  the  first,  consisting  nf  two  sledges  and 
twenty  men,  with  Lieutenant  ilaswcU  and  Mr.  Paine, 
were  disfMitched  on  the  10th;  the  second,  with 
Lieutenant  Pim  and  myself,  with  the  same  number 
of  men,  and  a  few  iuvalids  from  the  ships,  were 
sent  on  the  1 1th;  the  thini,  with  Captain  M'Chire 
and  the  remainder  of  our  otticers  and  men,  followed 
UA  two  days  subsequently. 

Our  three  parties  were  thus  within  a  day's  march 
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m  thflt  wc  W(^rc  able  to  afford  mutual  assis- 
tance, if  iiecestijiry,  \ty  wiiitiiig  for  or  aiivanciog  on 
eiich  otiicr.  Our  journey  was  a  Be\'i;rc  and  trying 
one,  as  Arctic  travelUiig  at  that  season  of  the  year 
ever  is,  Irom  the  lowncss  of  the  teinpeiuturv.  On  the 
momiog  of  our  departure,  it  was  35  below  zero,  and 
alUirmit{--d  several  degrees  above  and  below  tliat 
(luring  the  journey,  the  detuiis  of  which  it  is  not  my 
intention  at  preheat  lo  narrate.  Our  route  lay  over 
die  ioe,  betweeu  Garrett  Island  and  the  coast  of 
Batliurst  and  Cornwallis  Land,  some  of  which  was 
hes^'y  and  packed,  but  much  of  it  was  of  the  prctvious 
year's  formatiou,  evideucing  that  a  lui^  body  of 
open  water  existed  along  the  cotist  at  the  close  of 
the  seasoii.  Wc  hud  several  adventures  with  Dears 
and  M'olves,  and  one  of  the  former  was  killed. 
Our  ujeu  held  out  well :  a  few  of  the  weaker 
suffered  occasionally  from  exliaustion— one  poor  fel- 
low, whose  intellect  had  been  long  affected,  was 
then  in  a  state  of  coiufilctt;  imbecility,  and  a  source  of 
much  trouble  and  anxiety,  he  was,  on  one  occasion, 
nearly  becoming  the  pniy  of  a  linngry  Bear,  but  was 
fortunately  rescued. 

The  cold  was  intense :  our  garments  were  always 
frozen  ufter  a  uuirch — stockings  and  moccasins  ad- 
hering so  flrnily  to  each  other,  from  the  condensation 
of  vapom-,  lliat  we  were  often  obhged  to  cut  them 
off  our  feet,  which  might  Ik  said  to  be  encased  in  icv ; 
requiring  us  to  keep  ui  constant  motion  to  prevent 
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being  frost-bitten.  The  niitu  were  in  the  same  con- 
ditiou,  together  with  other  imrtious  of  our  dress ;  the 
ouly  means  for  tliawiug  wliich,  wus  by  tukliig  thorn 
into  otir  blanket  bags  when  we  went  to  rest,  and 
imparting  to  them  the  warmth  of  our  own  bodies. 
The  con&equencc  wns,  that  the  product  of  the  thaw, 
(water),  iioze  on  our  bags,  which  ultimately  bcxamc 
hard  and  stiff  from  the  accuniulattoa  of  ice.  Every- 
thing  was  either  half-ttawcd,  frozen,  or  covered  with 
boar-frost,  not  excepting  eyelids,  beard,  and  fitcc, 
with  fro8t-bites  constanUy  occurring,  from  the  ejcpc3sure 
of  the  hands  in  the  monipulutiou  necessary  for  putting 
on  one's  garments,  or  taking  them  off.  We  were 
frequently  frost-bitten  when  asleep,  or  when  in  the  act  of 
dispatching  our  hasty  nied,  while  sitting  up  in  the  tent, 
cnvclojKd  in  our  blankets.  Such  are  a  few  of  the 
incidents  of  Aivtic  travelling,  in  the  performance  of 
which  no  service  more  thoroughly  testa  man's  powers 
of  endurance,  both  morally  and  physically.  No 
fluid  is  80  acceptable  to  a  wearied  traveller  in 
the  North  os  tea;  after  u  day's  journey,  its  effects 
are  pecuUarly  refreshing  and  cihilarating.  Cocoa, 
from  its  being  more  nutritious  ond  sustaining,  is  well 
adapted  for  the  morning  meal,  and,  with  some  frozen 
bncon,  generally  constitutes  the  breakfast ;  the  re< 
maiudcr  of  tho  day's  allowance  of  food  is  taken  at 
the  ond  of  the  man^. 

On  the  2-lth  of  April,  wo  reached  the  *  North 
Star,'  where  we  found  the  first  division  had  arrived 


BBKCHT    ISLAND. 
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the  liny  before ;  and  Cnptain  ll'CIurc  followed  on  the 
37tli,  so  tliat  we  were  oucc  more  asscDihlcd  together 
ill  the  same  sliip.  The  effects  of  the  jmiracy  Lail 
been  mora  or  less  felt  by  us  all,  but  we  were  rc- 
crnited  by  a  few  days'  rest.  Dniing  our  sojotim  nt 
Beecbey  Island,  we  lost  one  of  our  men,  Thomas 
Morgan,  who,  after  a.  vciy  prolonged  iUnesa,  died  &om 
the  effects  of  bis  previous  sufferings  lu  the  *  luvcs- 
tigator.'  Uc  was  a  most  excellent  man,  and  his  loss 
was  much  and  imiversuUy  deplored.  It  was  the  fifth 
and  lost  death  that  occurred. 

Wo  remained  at  Bcochey  Island— celebrated  as  the 
first  winter  quarters  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  Expedi- 
tion— and  resorted  to  various  expedients  to  kill  time 
during  tliis  long  period  of  uninterni])tcd  daylight. 
Excursions  to  the  neighbouring  lantls,  sauutering  over 
the  island,  evco-  in  search  of  the  slightest  trace  of  the 
niisaing  I^xpedition,  and  shooting  Dorekies  (C/rta 
Grytle),  which  were  very  numerous  in  tha  ice-cracks, 
constituted  the  principal  occupations  of  the  summer. 
In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  the  Senior 
Officer  of  the  Expedition,  orderud  the  abandoument 
of  the  '  Kesolute '  and  '  Intrepid ;'  and  the  officeis 
and  crews  of  those  shii>s  joined  us  on  the  28th  of 
May.  Caplain  Kellctt  luid,  at  an  early  jwriod  of  the 
spring,  dctac-hcd  two  parties  from  the  '  llestJutu :' 
one  to  explore  the  Strait  of  Prince  of  Wales,  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  some  intelligence  of  CupUuu  CtA- 


692 


TBS   nOVtn-VT.&7   PASSAGE. 


Unson  in  the  '  Enterprizc ;'  the  other  proceeded  to 
the  '  Investigator,'  in  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  wheru  she 
was  still  found.  On  the  llSth  of  Jul}',  thoy  arrived 
on  board  the  '  North  Star/ 

By  the  fonucr,  wc  received  intelligence  of  our 
Consort,  and  £rom  the  course  whieh  Captain  Collinson 
intended  to  pursue  by  the  records  he  lefl  nt  Princess 
Rojal  Islands,  we  felt  but  little  apprehension  for  hia 
ultimate  safety,  as  his  line  of  rctrent  along  the  coast 
of  America,  was  open  to  him  every  summer;  and 
failing  his  ability  to  extricate  his  ship,  hb  resourees 
would  have  enabled  him  to  reach  some  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company's  trading  posts.  Mr.  Krabbc  (Master  of 
the  '  Intrepid')  was  ihe  officer  sdected  to  go  to  the  Bay 
of  Mercy  ;  from  whose  report*  I  extract  the  ft^lowing 
particulars  of  the  state  in  which  he  fotuid  the 
'  Investigator/  tvdvc  months  after  we  abandoned 
bcr. 

"The  tattered  remains  of  the  ensign  and  pendant 
were  still  flying,  and  an  acctmiulatian  of  drift  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  ship,  sufficient  to  enable  mo  to 
walk  in  over  her  gunwale ;  there  yma  a  good  deal  on 
her  decks,  but  not  to  prevent  our  cosily  getting  at  the 
fore-hatchway.  The  ships  bead  was  N.  30  W.  trnc» 
her  cable  hanging  slack  under  her  bow.  She  was 
heeled  about  10°  to  sturboard  oud  slightly  by  the 

*  Fiih  Vtiiinmtnttiry  "Bltut  Book"  on  Polir  Exjieililiom, 
ISSft. 
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head.  There  were  no  signs  of  pressure  about  her, 
nlthough  the  oakum  was  hanging  very  loosfly  out  of 
most  of  the  seams.  She  was  S.  12  E.  1400  yards 
from  the  cairn,  and  426  yards  from  the  nearest  point 
of  beach,  her  stem  being  iu  cloven  fathoms  of  water. 
On  goin^r  below,  I  found  all  things  in  good  order,  and 
the  lower  deck  pretty  free  from  frost ;  but  overiiead,  on 
oriop  decks,  there  were  great  accumulations.  On 
examining  the  holds,  I  found  she  had  leaked  during 
the  preceding  summer,  so  much  that  she  was  now 
full  to  the  orlop  beams  forward,  and  within  ten  inches 
of  them  nbafl,  with  sotid  ice."  Speaking  of  the  state 
of  the  toe,  Uiis  officer  again  says.  "  Both  on  entering 
and  Ifiaving  the  bay,  I  paid  marked  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  ice  in  it,  and  am  confident  that  tJirrt  was 
no  -water  made  inside  a  line  from  Point  Providence  t4t 
Point  Back  duriny  1853,  but  there  was  open  water 
during  that  season  along  the  wholo  line,  and  which 
finally  met  and  arrested  pieces  from  the  pack  oromul 
the  neighbourhood  of  Citpc  Hamilton." 

The  inferences  to  be  deduced  from  tim  rejwrt  are, 
that  the  'Investigator'  moved  a  little  in  the  summer  of 
1853 ;  that  the  ice  never  broke  up  in  the  Bay,  and 
that  we  consequently  should  have  failed  to  liberate 
her  had  we  remained ;  and  that  she  will,  from  the  ac- 
cumulation of  ice  and  water,  ultimately  sink  at  her 
anchors,  and  find  repose  at,  or  near  where  wo  left 
her.  Wc  hod,  therefore,  every  reason  to  congratulate 
ourselves  that  we  abandoned  lier  at  the  period  we  did. 
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Towards  the  middle  of  August,  the  '  North  Stnr'  wu 
iiberatvd  from  lier  winter  <iunrtere,  and  vre  remained 
at  the  floe  edge,  pending  the  orders  of  Sir  Kdward 
Belcher»  aud  in  houriy  expectatiou  of  tlio  arrival  of  a 
ship  from  England.  In  the  mentitime,  Sir  Edvard 
dcteriuincd  to  abandon  his  own  ship  '  AssiBtance,' 
find  ht:r  tender '  Pioneer,'  and  od  the  SSftJi,  the  crews  of 
H.M.  Ships  'Investigator,'  'Resolute,'  *Inlrqpid,' 
Asiiistauce  and  'Pioneer,*  were  o^ected  ou  board  the 
'  North  Star,'  and  we  cast  off  from  the  floe  on  our  hotmv 
ward  voyage.  We  had  scarcely  done  so,  wheo  the 
outline  of  a  ship  coiJd  be  faintly  observed  through  tlw 
haze,  and  we  soon  hailed  with  emotion  the  arriTal  of 
U.U.  Ships  'Phteiiix'  and  'Talbot'  from  EngUntL 
We  received  by  tliem  the  first  letters  we  had  had  for 
a  period  of  nearly  fire  years,  which  brought  joy  to 
some,  and  deep  mourning  to  others.  The  crews  of 
the  abandoned  ships  wen;  distributed  between  the 
vesseli^ — the  '  Iiivefitigator's  '  remained  ou  board  the 
'  North  Star,'  and  we  immediately  proceeded  on  our 
oourse.  After  touching  at  Navy  Board  iulet,  in 
Lancaster  Sound,  and  at  Lievly,  on  the  coast  of  Green- 
land, we  landed  off  lUmsgato  on  the  6th  of 
October.  IS54,  after  an  absence  of  four  y«an  and 
ten  months. 

A  few  days  subaequcntly,  Captain  M' Clare,  the 
officers  and  crew,  were  tried  by  Coort-Maxtial  on 
board  H.M.S.  '  Waterloo,'  at  ShciTQcas,  for  tho 
Abandon ineut  of  the  ship  ;    aud  after  due  iitvesli- 
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gation  were  honourably  acquitted.  The  President 
of  the  Court,  on  the  tenuination  of  the  trial,  was 
pleased  to  pass  a  high  encomium  on  oui  conduct ;  no 
less  for  the  hardships  and  privations  we  had  under- 
gone, than  for  the  good  service  we  had  done  our 
country,  by  the  important  Discoveiy  we  had  made^ 
Thk  Noeth-West  Passage. 
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H              En  addition  to  the  nbove,  the  following  were  shot  id  the             ^| 

1         Prince  of  Wales  Str&U :                                                                 ^^^^ 

^L                                                                                                                 ^^H 

^^K                  240  rtarmigfto.                                                        ^^H 

^^^^H              50  Wild-fowl  (Ducks  and  G«etie).                              ^^| 

^^^^^H                4  Beara.                                                                     ^^^H 

^^Bf               5  Mtisk-Oscn  (12(}9  Iba.  of  meat).                        ^^| 

B             Cfo  regulfv  account  was  kept  of  the  Foxea  that  were  shot            ^M 

H         or  captured,  which    may   have  amounted  to   IK),  and  the             ^| 

H         nomber  of  wild-fowl  in  extiinated  at  a  low  average.                       ^^H 
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The  foUowiag  it  a  List  of  the  Birds  and  Ammala  met  tvilh 
m  fhe  Polar  Sea  during  the  Voijagt,  and  of  vthich 
apeetmeof  vtre  obtained. 


UAUM&llA. 

TrJchecai  Rosminu,  Btloena  Mysticctas,  Uelaga  borcilis, 
Monstlon  Monoccroi^  Ursua  MaritiniUR,  I'iioca  Vitulini, 
Boh  Alnschattii,  Cerrus  Turaudus,  Canis  Laj^opuii,  Canis 
G rceiiUndicuB,  Cauis  A rgentatus,  Lcpiia  G ladalis,  Mm 
lliidwntnaj  Cania  Lupus,  Mustela  Erminea. 

4VE8. 

Colymbus  Olacialia,  Colyniboa  Aretieus,  Colyonbus  Sep- 
tontrioDalis,  Urns  Cuiiiilcnais,  Anim  Birmida,  Aiucr  llTper- 
boreuH,  Anas  Molissima,  Anas  Sptrctabilla,  Ansa  Caudacata, 
AtiBfi  GljicialU^  LuroB  Glaucus,  Lams  Argentatus,  Larua 
Tridactylua,  Le»tri«  Parostticua,  Sternn  Arctica,  Tctrao 
Lagopua,  Tetrao  Ktipcatria,  Tctno  SaUccti,  Striz  Njctca. 
ProccUuria  GUcuilis,  Ccrvus  Coras,  Fringilla,  KmberiRa 
Nivalis,  Caprimulgua  Americanus,  llierofaln)  Caiidicans, 
Cbaradrius  PluTtalia,  Cbaradrius  Hiuticula,  Plialaropiu 
FlatyryDchof,  Trioga  Maritima,  Calidris  Arenaria,  Strepsilaa 
CoUaris. 

PllCIU. 

Salmo,   Bkooiua    Pobrta,    Cottus    Quadriconiis,   Cottiia 

Polaris. 

1N9ECTA. 

Mo»quito  (Culex  Itcptans),  two  apecies  of  CaU-rpillani 
(Lcpidoptcra),  gcuiu  Botobyt,  and  two  of  tbc  Dipttni  were 
obtaioed ;  the  species  in  eitlier  was  not  determined. 
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INVEttTEBBAT*. 

DUnosft  GUcialb,  Cjanea  Arclica,  A«tems  Polaris,  (inin. 
manu  [xnicUnHj  ^inmarua  BoreUH,  KaisCilintn,  X^mphiioi 
Gfosaipaa,  NjiDpham  Hinsutat,  Alpbeiu  Aculeatos,  AlpbcUB 
PoUria,  Clio  bor«al»,  I«iniaci»a  Arctic*,  Gunmaraa  Ijoriutnus. 

1  have  to  regret  tfaftt  all  die  specimeus  of  the  (bregoing 
birdj  and  tnimala,  were  Jeft  on  board  the  '  iDrestigntor' 
when  it  became  necessary  to  abandoa  ber.  The  prcpara- 
titms,  iDcluded  the  skins,  ekeI«tons,  and  such  of  the  rixccni 
■s  I  considered  nortby  of  prrserratiou  A  Tew  spccimcnA  of 
the  crusUceoiu  and  aoepluluui  animals,  not  includ«d  in  the 
above  list,  I  bad  reserved  for  more  aecurate  eiaminiition 
tbao  it  by  in  my  f>o<ver  then  to  beatow  on  them. 

I  aay  remark,  that  ia  tho  ^Vcstera  Island*  (Baring  and 
Helrille),  where  the  toil  is  artmiiccous,  inimB)  life  ii  more 
abundant  than  elaevbere;  this  gradually  decreased  aa  we 
proceeded  to  the  eastward,  where  the  limentone  formation 
generally  prevailccl.  But  the  greater  number  of  Bcara, 
SeaU,  Walruses,  and  8Da-rowl  met  with— allhoiigh  tliesc  are 
more  diSicnlt  to  procure  than  Musk-Oxen  or  Ileiadeer  — by 
their  great  stse  afford  uifiicient  eDtnpcnmtion  ;  the  carbona- 
ocoos  element  of  the  food  (fat),  the  great  supporter  of 
respiration  and  life,  being  so  largely  sniiplicd. 
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TAe  foHcming  tit  a  tiat  of  the  Plants  eolUcted  by  the  late 
Robert  Avidcrton,  E$q.,  Staye<m  of  H.M.S.  '  Enlerprite,' 
presented  to  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew,  examined  by  Dr. 
J.  D.  Hoaktr,  F.R.S.,  and  described  by  him  in.  ike 
"  Jovmal  of  ike  Proceedings  of  the  Linnaan  Sociely  for 
Notxmber,  18uG." 

rnoM    TBB   COAST    OP    NOBTH    AMRRICA. 

Seuecio  ftureua,    Art«inesia   Vulgariv,  var.   Sileaii,    Lea- 

cnrtliciiiam  Arcticam,  Arliutus  alpiiin,  Andrusacc  chama:- 
juHine,  SilUk  Polaris,  Triticuin  repeiis.  var.  purpurcuni,  Poa 
Una,  DapoDtia  Fischeri,  C&tamagroB'is  stricta,  Festuca 
brerifolia. 


FROM    BABIKO    tSLAKD,    OB    HANKS    LA»D. 

UniiiiQculua  DiTali*,  Paparer  oudtcaule  L.  (abundant}, 
CanUmlne  digiula,  Braba  alpioa  glacialis  et  algida,  Draba 
incann,  Draba  nip«&trU,  Cochlearia  Anglica,  Steltarin  loii> 
gipea,  Lupiuus  perctmis,  Dryas  iatcgrifoUa,  PotcntUla  aaun, 
Saxifragn  flagcllaris,  Sasifraga  ctuspiluna,  Saxifraga  uppiraiti- 

folia,  KrigcroD ,  PolemonJum  cmruleuin.  Primula  Homc- 

nitnuiaim^  Phlox  Ricbardsonii,  Osyria  R-uirormiEj  Salix 
myrtilloJdcSf  Saliz  apcciuaa,  Catabfosa  aijitatica,  Carex 
rigida. 

PttOSE    PBIKCS    ALBBBT's    hLHO. 

Anemone  Ricbardsonii,  Caltfaa  Arctiea,  Heapcris  Ilarkeri, 
Vcaicarla  Arctica,  PlatjpcUUim  piirpuraaccna,  Entrcma 
Kdwarditiij  Ijiniim  prrcnnc,  IlpiljHariua  borealv,  Oxytropis 
Tiignncvat,  Epilobiam  taUTolium,  Kpilobium  alpinutn,  Hip- 
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putis  Vul^ris,  Saxifng*  Uirculos,  Saxifrogt  •isoides,  Snxi- 
frtif^a  bientciifuliii,  CU^rsospluiuuiii  Altcriiifviliiini,  Art«meiiia 
borcalis,  Leucanthcmam  intcgriroltuni,  Cftuipaaula  linifoIiB. 
Vacciaiuui  religinosum,  Androeace  Sept«iitrionali»,  PedtcQ' 
UriB  «ipit&t«j  PcdicularU  Sudetica,  Anneria  Arctica^  Salix 
niyriinite*,  Salis  Ricbordtonii,  Salix  descrtornin,  Salix 
reticulata,  Glyceru  Arcticn,  Descharapaijk  ccrapitosa,  llicro* 
cliW  pauciflora,  CaUroagrostiH  purpuraacvns,  Calpadiutn 
lacifoliuin,  Erio]jIioruui  vagiDatuni,  Carex  sclrpoidea,  Carex 
incurva,  Cares  stans,  Carex  compacta,  Carex  vaginata,  Carex 
fuligiQOsa,  Carex  ustulata,  £lyaa  tpioita,  Cvstoptvria 
fnigilis. 

roiTND  ON  Born  babiko  iblakd  and  pbinci  albkrVk 

LAND. 

RaniincuIuH  aiTinia,  Drzba  hirta,  SiJMie  aeaalift,  Lychnis 
opelata,  Honcttcueya  pcploides,  Ceiaetiuiu  alpiaum,  llody- 
Earum  McKcDzii,  Pkaca  alxn'tginomia,  Ox)'ln>p»  Caoipcs- 
it\b,  Oxytropis  Uralcnais,  var,  Arctica,  FoLcotilla  ninca, 
Tixificiga  trunupidaU,  Saxifmgn  nivalU,  Saxifmga  ecmita, 
Btnxaean  denft-leonis,  Si-Dccio  fiigidus,  Scnccio  palustris, 
var.  CoDgeetuis  Aroics  Anguatifolia,  Eiigeron  uoiilorum, 
N'ardosmia  corymbosa,  Ca8aio|K!a  tetragons,  Catlilleja  pal* 
litla,  Pcdicul&ri«  hirsuta,  Polygoniim  vivipaninij  Rlynius 
arcnariaB,  Alopicurus  alpians,  Eriopfaorum  capitatutn,  tlho- 
pborum  polystacham,  Kquisotum  arvcnsc. 
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A  DcscriptioH  ((f  the  Manner  in  wAicA  II.M.S,  '  Invati~ 
ffotor'  was  slren^lhtned  /or  Service  in  the  Arctic 
He^otiMf  by  ffm.  M.  Rice,  Esq.,  Hatter  5A»p«TtyA(  ^ 
lyooiieieh  Dockyard,  on  whose  Plan  and  under  whose 
St^trmtendence  the  Ifork  was  dw«. 

The  'InTtstigator,'  of  422  tons,  titttd  at  Mcssirs.  flrncnV 
Yard,  BUckwilI,  April,  1848,  for  Arctic  Service,  was  forti- 
fie<l  externally  hy  solid  chock  dianni'la,  and  iee>stages, 
exteoditig  from  the  bawse  bolsters  to  the  quarter*;  the 
side  is  doubled  nith  7  in.  teak  plank  undo-  the  cbentielst 
increasing  to  8  in.  at  the  wale,  which  in  3  feet  broad ; 
from  thence  4  strakcs  of  teak,  diminishing  in  thickneu 
from  8  in.  to  5}  in.,  7  stnkn  of  Engliih  oak  from 
5^  in.  to  4  in.;  and  at  the  turn  of  the  bilge,  4  ittrakcii 
of  from  4  in.  to  S  in.  Caii«dAebn;  7  strakea  of  EDglisIi 
oak  from  5  in.  to  3  tn.,  and  the  remainder  of  the  bottoio, 
to  the  keel,  is  of  3  in.  Canada  elm. 

The  quarter  gnl)crie3  are  retnoved,  and  the  stem  and 
qoarter  picas  strongly  united;  all  raits  and  projections 
being  carefully  aroided. 

Tht  kcee  of  the  head  being  remoi'cd,  the  bow  ii  fortiDetlj 
and  terminated  by  ice-chocks,  orcr  which  are  futcned  gflt- 
vaniud  iron  plstc«  5-16tbB  of  an  inch  thick.  An  iron 
rubbing-plate  is  also  fitted  to  the  front  of  the  ice-stage  and 
channels. 

Within-board,  the  upaeea  bglwcea  the  bands  at  the  floor- 
beada,  &c.,  are  filled  in,  and  the  entire  surface  being 
caulked,  two  thiekncsaea  of  1)  in.  African  boarda  aro 
worked  diagonally,  at  right-uuglcs  to  each  othcr^  from  the 
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timben  to  tbfe  lavta-'dcck  dielf ;  the  Mama  of  cacb  layer 
being  cBiilkcd,  anil  felt  laid  bt^tncf n  the  .<^urfac(;s. 

Tto  pain  of  iron  tlisgiiual  ritlers  are  workeil  in  the  bulil, 
ind  ten  pain  of  disgonul  piste*  on  thf.  xides  of  the  vemel 
betwcrn  dt-cki. 

The  bows  sad  etera  are  fortified  mtemallf  by  irood 
iilcepcn>  hnmatnorks,  and  iron  crntchca;  great  attention 
ban  rIiki  been  paid  in  the  arrangement  n(  disf^onal  cattinga, 
tadisting  square  to  the  bon*,  under  tbc  brans  of  each  deck, 
'terminating  at  the  ihelf-fiieces  and  hooks,  to  meet  w  efiee- 
tively  as  possible  tbe  prcsaare  of  ice. 

Between  the  upper  ancl  lower  ckcki,  and  also  hctwern 
the  lover  and  oriop  decks,  as  well  as  in  tbe  bold,  where 
tie-bcMDa  have  been  iRtrodiierd,  thick  sbelf-picccH  are 
worked,  tei'minating  under  the  tran»oin  abaft,  and  mectiug 
at  tbc  middle  line  forward. 

I^lliog  chocks  have  bent  6ttcd  in  tbe  after  part,  vrilh  s 
aeooad  tmnaom  kneed  to  the  utempost  nnd  ship's  tide, 
double-planked,  vithin  and  withoat-lKwrd,  thoa  affording 
great  itrciigth  to  the  wtern  to  meet  tbe  iihocka  to  whidi  the 
counter  may  be  subjected. 

The  thwartsbip  balk  heads  of  the  fore,  main,  and  after 
holda,  are  wrought  diSigoiMlly  of  two  tbickm-saea  uf  l^in. 
English  oak  plank,  ut  right-anglea  to  each  other,  the  upper 
ends  rabbctting  into  tbc  lower-deck  bcaou,  and  the  lower 
coda  into  4 in.  plank  wrought  upon  the  doubling;  the 
bulkheads  arc  caulked  on  both  sides,  and  rendered  water- 
tight; the  wiag  bulkheads  we  similarly  wrought.  The 
limber- boards  are  caulked  down,  and  doubled  over  with  fore 
and  aft  planks,  which  iwrre  to  receive  the  diagonal  ceiling. 

Penstocks  arc  introduced  on  each  aide  of  tbe  keelson, 
through  each  bulkhead,  allowing  a  free  wat«r-cour«e,  when 


608 


AI'PKSDIX. 


Kqiuied,  from  one  water-tight  compartmeDt  to  another, 
teaditig  to  the  veil. 

Tlie  fore  hold  ia  provided  vith  two  common  iroD  pomps, 
to  work  on  Ihc  wctithcr-dcck,  &nd  tbc  well  ts  furnished  with 
four  of  Maisey's  excellent  pumps. 

The  pQlara  between  decks,  and  in  the  bold,  ar«  tied 
together  by  means  of  iicrew-holts  uid  tee-ptates,  the  lower 
ends  being  well  secured  to  cross-chocks  bolted  to  the  flonn; 
experience  has  proved  the  need  of  security  against  the  decka 
rising ;  and  tbus,  when  under  extreme  prcssnre  in  the  ice, 
to  prevent  the  ship's  sides  being  forced  in. 

The  upper-deck  is  doubled  with  3  in.  fir  plauk,  laid 
diagoDBlly  bctveen  the  water-way  and  binding-strakes  amid- 
ships,  baring  felt,  saturated  in  hot  tallow,  laid  between  the 
two  sorfaoea. 

The  ship's  sides,  between  decks,  are  entirely  covered  with 
felt,  upon  which  n  covering  of  { in.  fir  bourd  is  brought  on. 

The  vesael  is  provided  with  Prcston'a  Patent  Ventilating 
Illumiuators,  let  into  the  deck  over  the  cabins  and  mesa* 
tables i  Philiip'a  Power  Capstan;  Windlass  with  purchase 
enda;  Sjlve8ler*8  Warming  Apparatus;  Uowaer'B  Fire- 
beartb,  with  Snow-tank  for  supply  of  fresh  water;  to  wbieli, 
also,  has  been  adapted  a  mode  of  ventilation. 
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rip/ion  of  the   It'armittff  Aj>j>araftu  erected  on  board 
fJ.M.S.  *  Intettigator.* 

Tlio  skips  composing  the  severul  Arctic  £xpcditioui  wbicli 
hftve  bccD  (]es)i«tcbed  by  the  Govemincat,  bare  been  pro* 
Tided  witb  an  (.-fEcicnt  «|)|tantH)  for  wanning  thcui.  Tbc 
omogcinents  for  this  purpose  combioe  a  general  system  of 
nntUftUoo,  by  wbich  tbc  air  of  every  port  of  tbc  vessel  is 
regularly  warmed. 

The  appaxatui  consisti  of  a  stove  or  eodcle  in  wbich  the 
frwb  air  is  n^rmed  ;  of  on  armngcincnt  of  tubes  for  con- 
Tcying  the  warmed  air  to  the  officers'  berths,  the  Captain's 
cabin,  and  tbc  fore  port  of  tbv  ship  ;  of  a  smokc-pipc  which 
diffuBca  ita  heal  between  decks  ;  and  of  a  veatilatiog  funnel 
wbich  carri««  olf  the  Knioke  and  vitiated  air. 

The  cockle  is  fixed  in  the  bold  cloac  to  the  main  hatcfa- 
wny,  upon  a  prepared  floor  of  ploalung  laid  upon  the  kelMn^ 
and  covered  witb  copper.  Beneath  the  planking,  and  be- 
twoeo  it  and  the  inside  ceiling  of  the  bottom  of  Oie  ship,  is  a 
hoUow  chamber,  into  wbieb  the  fredi  m  descends  by  the 
main  hatchway,  in  the  vcsmU  recently  fitted  out,  a  large 
iron  pipe  has  been  provided,  whicli  estabtiidiCB  a  commuui' 
cation  between  the  fresh  air  chamber  under  the  stove  and 
the  external  air.  Tliis  pipe  acta  upon  the  principle  of  the 
wind-sail,  being  provided  at  iu  upper  cstreoiity  with  a  eowl, 
Um  mouth  of  which  is  always  kept  towardti  the  wind  by 
IS  of  a  vane  attached  to  it.  KotcS  are  cut  in  the 
planking  under  the  eockle  for  the  aaeent  of  the  freah  air,  Ui 
leptaoe  that  wbich  has  been  wariued. 

The  cockle  ia  of  cast-iron,  about  three  feet  •quire,  and 
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consists  of  two  pyramidical  fruatruais  placed  one  vrithin  tbe 
other,  Bnd  resting  upon  a  cait-irou  tbundaLion  plate,  the 
largest  end  of  each  frustnun  beiug  at  the  top,  and  tbe  outer 
one  Bupportiug  a  pyramid  which  coiers  iu  the  wiiulc.  The 
ioDer  case  cootoins  the  firetplaoe,  which  is  lined  at  the  udea 
with  firc'tilcs,  and  the  fire  is  fed  with  fuel  by  a  door  which 
opeoB  through  the  outer  catw.  B;  this  coustmction,  do 
part  of  the  auifaces  hy  which  the  air  is  warmed  are  in 
contact  with  the  burning  fad,  and  the  frequent  cauxc  of 
ooDtumiuatiou  iu  hot-uir  stores,  from  a  portiou  of  the  plates 
becoming  oTcr-hcated,  is  aroided.  1'he  rays  of  heat  liroin 
the  fire  strike  upou  the  under  aide  of  the  covering  pyramid, 
while  the  siitoke  posst^  off  at  cnch  side  over  tbe  upper  edge 
of  tbe  ioner  frustram,  and  descends  at  the  sides  and  back 
dirough  the  space  bctwucn  the  two  cases,  wbicb  is  about 
three  inches  at  the  top,  and  eight  inches  at  the  bottom. 
The  smoke  cscapt--a  from  the  bottom  of  tbe  case  into  a 
borixontal  t]ue  of  cast-iron,  bolted  to  the  under  side  of  tbe 
fottodation  plate.  Tbe  sides  of  tbe  oatcr  case  and  tbe  pyra* 
midiil  top  are  corrugated  cxtcrQalty,  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  surface  in  contact  with  the  air,  in  order  that 
tbe  metal  may  part  with  its  heat  bo  rapidly,  that  the  platea 
cannot  obtain  sach  a  temperature  as  would  render  the  air 
wanned  by  them  unwholesome 

Tbe  cockle  is  enclosed  withiu  a  square  jacket  of  pUtts 
iron,  which  rests  at  the  bottom  upon  tbe  planking  of  tbe 
fresb  air  cbauibLT.  The  upper  edge  of  the  jacket  supports 
four  triangular  cast-iron  plates,  which  converge  to  a  point  a 
few  inche»  aboTc  the  pyramidal  top  nf  the  cockle,  thus 
forming  another  pyramid  abore  tbe  cockle.  Tliesc  plates 
are  perforaleil  with  holes,  from  which  slieet-iron  tubes  de- 
■cend  to  within  an  inch  of  the  top  of  the  cockle.     Tbe 
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object  of  this  arrangement  is,  firttly,  to  prevcDt  any  tein*  of 
ftir  eaeapiiij;  uiinaruiud,  tia  nuuld  be  tlie  case  if  the  upper 
port  of  the  juikct  were  quite  open  to  the  chitobcr  above  it; 
and  seeotidly,  to  cxuse  the  current  of  air  to  impinge  forcibly 
upon  the  heated  tneta),  with  tlie  view  uf  sbstractiiig  its 
heat  rnore  rapidly.  The  tubes  nre  S  inches  in  disnieter, 
and  108  in  number. 

The  air,  as  it  Mcvnds  from  the  fresh  air  chamber  beneath 
the  cockle,  comes  first  in  contnct  with  the  bottom  flue,  from 
which  it  reoeivcii  itti  fimt  portion  of  heat.  Tbencv  it  pssaea 
up  by  the  space  betwceo  the  outer  cu»e  of  the  cockle  and 
the  cnclntiing  jacket  into  the  tube  chamba*,  from  which  it 
escapes  by  the  tubes  into  a  warm  air  chamber  above  the 
apparatUH.  The  angle  which  the  tube-plates  make  with 
their  base  is  much  smaller  than  that  of  the  top  of  the 
cockle,  so  that  the  section  of  the  tube  chamber  shows  a 
continually  decreasing  area  I'rom  its  side  towards  the  apex. 
This  arrangement  provides  a  space  for  the  paasHj^  of  the  air 
between  each  row  of  tubes  equal  to  the  area  of  all  the  tubvii 
beyond.  The  collective  air-way  of  the  tubc«  is  2.3563  feet, 
and  the  velocity  with  nhieh  the  air  pusnea  Ibroui^b  the  tubes 
being /ound  to  average  about  ft  fent  per  second,  the  quantity 
of  fntah  warmed  air  supplied  to  the  ship  may  be  estimated 
at  about  KOO  cubic  feet  per  minute.  At  this  rate,  if  the 
oobic  contents  of  the  inhabited  portion  of  the  vessel  be 
taken  at  34,000  feet,  the  whole  air  of  the  ship  srouM  be 
renewed  twice  in  one  hour. 

The  air  chamber  over  the  eoeklu  in  of  the  capacity  of 
■bout  a  cubic  yard,  and  from  thi;  upper  part  of  it  two  eali- 
ducts  branch  off  to  the  sidca  of  the  ship.  These  caliducts, 
aa  well  as  the  endoaurc  of  the  warm-air  chnmbcr,  arc  farmed 
of  abeet-iron,  put  together  in  double  ihickntnxes,  with  about 

R  R  2 


6ie 


APPENDIX. 


an  inch  of  tir-spacc  between  tlic  two  cnrelopea,  for  tlie 
irarjKme  of  proventiug  the  lom  of  heat  by  the  wirmcil  air  in 
its  passsp^  through  them. 

At  the  aide*  of  the  ship  the  coliducts  rise  throagb  the 
bncr  df«k,  and  are  connected  to  horizontal  tubes  of  )i^bi 
■beet-iroD,  which  extend  tbeiDHvlvca  fore  and  aft  along  the 
ahip's  side,  paKiiiig  through  ntl  the  ofiicera'  state-rooms,  and 
terminating  at  one  end  in  the  after-cabin,  and  at  the  other 
end  ia  the  o(>ca  part  of  the  ship  forward,  where  the  men 
mess.  Id  its  passage  through  the  officers'  state-rootna,  the 
wnrm-air  tube  pattca  between  the  abip'a  aide,  and  the 
standing  bed-plucc,  or  berth.  The  Kpaee  enclosed  betweCD' 
the  bertha  and  the  ship's  side  is  open  below  to  the  (^nenil 
ftir  of  tbc  cabio,  and  at  top  is  covered  with  perforated  sinc^ 
throagh  which  the  warm  air  BBoends.  These  tubes,  whidi 
are  of  hu^  dimennons,  are  perforated  with  nutcvroui  aniall 
holea,  which  iocreaAc  iu  number  as  the  distuice  from  the 
vanning  apparatua  becomes  greater.  The  ends  of  the  hot- 
air  tubes  in  the  afler-cabin  are  fitted  with  hinged  valves, 
adjustable  by  means  of  a  qnadrant  rack,  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  the  admission  of  warmed  air  ;  in  the  fore  part  of 
the  ship,  the  ends  o(  the  tubes  are  perforated  with  bolea. 

The  eanses  that  give  motion  to  the  warmed  nir,  and  cniare 
its  distribution  equally  throughout  the  ship,  arc — 

1st.  Ita  own  diminished  specific  gravity  as  compared  with 
the  colder  air  of  the  external  atmnvphere,  which,  passing  in 
through  the  openings  at  the  baM  of  the  cocUe,  diaplaces  the 
body  of  air  within  the  apparatUR  which  has  been  heated  by 
contact  with  the  metal,  and  drivea  it  forward  tkroogk  Uw 
tubes  prondcd  for  its  conrcrance  to  the  various  parts  of  the 
ship. 

2nd.  The  infloenee  exerted  upon  the  warm-air   eurrente 
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hf  the  fires  in  the  gillcy,  and  cabin  stove,  vfaich  dmws  the 
air  towards  tlic  extreme  ends  of  the  tcmcI.  It  is  necessary, 
for  tbia  reuBon,  that  an  uninterrupted  communicatioD  vhoidd 
bv  maintaiiifcl  Lvtwecn  the  opciiiugfs  at  the  termination  of 
the  horiMnUiI  tubes,  and  the  general  air  of  the  shiji.  The 
Rtovc  in  Lbe  cabin  nbould  have  an  open  fire,  with  a  good- 
sixcd  am<}kf>runncl  from  it  into  tJic  open  air. 

The  8moke-f1ue  from  the  warming  apparatua,  which  has 
been  described  as  taken  off  from  the  bottom  of  the  stove,  is 
made  the  means  of  affording  additional  heat  to  the  open 
spaco  between  dftcks.  A  vertical  smoke-fiue  of  abont  one 
foot  diameter  is  carried  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  cockle  to 
the  under  nidc  of  the  upper  or  "spar"  deck.  This  com. 
muaicaics  with  an  borisoutal  amoke-tube^  of  a  flattened 
oval  form,  and  put  together,  like  the  calidueta,  with  two 
t1)ickac«8c«  of  plates,  and  an  ictcrvcniDg  air-epacc.  The 
oval  tube  is  suspended  from  the  beams  of  the  upper  deck, 
and  rjctenda  the  whole  length  from  the  main  to  the  fore 
hatchways.  Besides  its  use  in  warming  the  ship,  this  pipe 
serves  a  uscfat  purpose  in  drying  the  clothing  of  the  men  in 
wet  weather.  The  saioke-pipe  termiDBlea  iu  the  TeutJaliog 
Ainnel  near  the  fore  hatchway. 

The  ship  being  thus  iilled  with  an  abuudant  supply  of 
fresh  warnii-d  air,  the  vitiated  air  is  entrMted :  firstly,  by 
means  of  the  large  open  fire  in  the  cooking  galley ;  and 
BBCondly,  by  a  rcntilating  chimney,  or  funnel,  which  sar- 
roands  the  smoke-pipe  from  the  galley  and  cockle ;  and  is 
carried  iip  to  a  conxiderablc  height,  and  tenninattn»  with  a 
cowl,  acting  in  the  ordinarj*  mode,  by  its  mouth  being 
averted  from  the  wind. 

In  this  apparatus,  the  cockle  itself,  with  the  itbole  of  the 
caliducts,  and  hot-hair  tubes,  are  jixtures,  bnt  the  smoke- 
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loci^tre  oxwcaU^  snd  are  osnilly  taken  dmra  and  slowed. 
away,  vbiro  tbe  apparattu  is  not  lo  a«e,  ami  art  op 

Tbe  appsntiu  is  eonstnieted  for  bwmiag  coal,  wIm-h  tbat 
cao  be  obtained,  list  in  tbe  vanooa  Arctic  ExftoiiUoiM 
"G^UD  ritx  "  baa  been  exieniit-eLjr  oacd  as  fuel. 

8.  Boaii  Boasn,  OK. 

IC  Gnaaa  Bov.  Wotaoafter. 


r^^  of  a  Letlcr  addrtsKd  to  the  Director-Gertxral  of  the 
Mttlkol  DepartmrrU  of  the  Naty,  on  the  Quality  uf  the 
t/emoH-Jmee  famiahed  to  the  ExpeiUlion. 


SlB, 


AiMpU  HoUl,  Oct.  Slsl.  18S4. 


In  oauipUanoe  with  your  reqoeat,  tbat  I  aboulcl  repgrt  to 
yoa,  for  tbe  information  of  my  Lords  CommiBMoncrs  of  tbe 
Admiralty,  injr  opinion  of  tli«  Ii«inoti-jtiice  supplied  to 
H.H.8.  *  iDTCstigator,'  touebing  iu  quality  and  efficacy  u 
an  antiscorbutic  agent. 

I  bave  nOH-  tbe  hoDour  to  infonn  you,  ibat  1  carefully 
tested  the  two  different  kinds  of  acid,  on  leaving  England* 
and  at  regular  iuter%-als  subsi-queotly  throaglwut  tbe  ratif 
penod  of  tbe  commiuion,  np  to  tbe  time  of  the  abaodoD- 
ment  of  the  sbi]} )  and  accurately  noted  the  nrsults,  that  I 
might  be  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  just  estimate  of  their 
strength,  and  detect  any  deleriomtion  they  might  aal 
quently  undergo. 

lo   tbe  strength  of  acidity  and  power  of  neotraliBi^ 
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alkftlies,  I  found  both  kinds  f«r  exceed  in  these  prDperties 
the  Lemon-juice  of  commerce,  or  any  lliat  my  profeMional 
experience  hail  hitherto  made  mc  ucquuiuLcd  with.  Altbou^ 
subjected  to  every  possible  vicisfiitude  of  trntpcmturc,  from 
the  highert  Kquatorral  best  to  the  iiitenBity  of  Arctic  cold, 
I  wati  utiftbtc  to  ck-tect  the  slightest  cjiuige  or  dcterioratioa 
in  their  strength  or  properties. 

To  tbvir  {crcat  L-xcellcna:  as  nntiaeorbutie  agrnts,  I  can 
with  conEdence  bear  the  moat  atopic  tcatiiuuuy;  lor,  uufor- 
tunately,  I  was  afforded  an  opportunity  of  but  Coo  fully 
testing  their  efficacy  when  Scurvy  and  scorbutic  debility 
universally  existed  among*t  us.  To  the  greitt  r^pilarity 
that  was  obsenrcd  in  the  isauc  of  these  acids,  and  the  positive 
evideuce  which  waa  afforded  nte,  that  every  officer  and  man 
drank  their  allowance,  I  attribute  (as  one  of  tbc  priiieipal 
causes)  niucli  of  the  coniparvtive  good  health  and  fri%dum 
from  Scurvy  wbicb,  fori  period  of  ncurly  the  two  tirat  years, 
we  enjoyed. 

When  Scurvy,  at  length,  appeared  so  generally  amongst  us, 
I  fonod  the  Tjemoii-juiee  the  oioat  efficacioua  and  speedy 
agent,  not  only  in  arreating  its  progrtrsa,  but  in  eradicating 
tbe  diMfise,  until  the  influence  of  those  causea  which  ori- 
ginally produced  it  (cold  and  insufficient  food)  again  re- 
established it.  I  bad  recourse  to  it  in  all  the  scorbutic 
cases,  with  the  utmost  confidence,  from  the  tried  excellence 
of  the  aeida  :  on  it  I  pieced  the  greatest  reliance — it  vas  my 
unfailing  hope,  and  aa  long  aa  I  could  command  a  liberal 
BUpply,  I  was  never  diauppoiiited  in  tbe  anticipated  results. 

1  may  also  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  it  was  not  until 
some  time  after  the  supply  of  the  acid  for  the  use  of  llie  sick 
had  been  much  curtailed,  in  conaeqnence  of  the  diminished 
resources  of  the  ship  (as  I  was  infonned),  that  tbe  number 
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of  OUT  erew  suffered  any  dimiouttoD  by  death,  after  a  period 
nf  more  than  thrne  yean  had  elapsed.  I  am  also  enabled 
to  report  farourably  of  tt,  as  sn  cxwmal  application  to  ulcen 
or  abrasbni  occurring  in  a  •corbutic  habit  of  body. 

I  am,  however,  almoat  onablc  to  say  which  kind  of  acid  I 
could  moat  stroagly  reconuucnd  aa  au  antiscorbutic— the 
excellent  acid  properties  of  both  I  found  equally  unimpaired, 
and  in  their  relative  cifieacy  I  could  detect  no  diffcrcJice : 
but,  as  well  oa  frequent  obtervatioos  enabled  i»e  to  judge, 
the  boiled  add  deposited  a  greater  ainouut  of  its  mucila- 
giDouB  cODstitaeots  than  the  unboiled,  or  that  which  was 
prepared  witli  apirit,  and  for  this  reason  I  iliink  the  anti. 
MOrfautic  properties  of  the  latter  might  remain  longer  untm- 
paircd,  and  consequently  be  coosidered  the  better  prcpara- 
tiou  for  general  issue  in  Her  Majesty's  Nary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  rcnoaiD, 

Sir, 

Yotir  most  obedient  servant, 

Alex.  Abmstrono,  M.D., 

Siirgwm,  Rojnl  Nstj, 
Th«  IMrcdor-Gcntial, 
Nnvnl  MMlical  Drpartmeni. 
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